
 

 

CAFOD – Holy Island: Saturday 20th June 

Bus leaving St Joseph’s at 8:30am. Leaving the Island at 5pm 

to return to Birtley at approx. 6:30pm 

 

The next Parish Pastoral Council Meeting : Sunday 14th June @7pm.  Please 

contact any member of the council (see notice board at the back of church) 

if you wish for anything to be discussed 

 

SVP Camp – Holy Island Calling all young adults 18+.  

Do you have a week to spare to spend on Lindisfarne this Summer helping 

out at the Holy Island SVP Camp? Volunteers are needed to work alongside 

the children who stay in the SVP purpose-built centre on the island. Weeks, 

3, 5 and 6 of the Summer have 60 children ready to have a great time rock 

pooling, walking, arts and crafting and enjoying outdoor activities but we 

need more helpers to ensure they have the best time!  

Week 3 Sat 1 August - 8 August, Week 5 Sat 15 August - 22 August,  

Week 6 Sat 22 August- 29 August If you are interested, have a look at the 

website or email Barbara Taws: barbarat@svp.org.uk.. All helpers receive 

training and will need to be DBS checked. 
 

 

 

ARTICLES FOR ST JOSEPH’S NEWS  

 If you wish to include an item for St Joseph’s News please contact Pauline Lavery 

laverypauline9@gmail.com 
 (it is easier to cut and paste!) or phone or text 07906906559  

The deadline for entry is midday the previous Wednesday.  Fr Martin Wheaton will 
approve a draft copy before printing.  

Please note that “Sick” notices on the Partnership Newsletter must have the approval 
of a family member. These notices can be submitted by clicking the link on the main 
Parish Newsletter. 

                          ST JOSEPH’S NEWS 
  6th June -13th June       Corpus Christi (Cycle A) 

  
                              Fr Martin Wheaton   07709 961040 

Website. www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk 

 

St Joseph’s Mass Times 

DAY DATE  TIME INTENTION 

Saturday 6th June Corpus Christi*  5:00pm            People of the Parish 

Tuesday 9th June Rosary 6:40pm 7:00pm Mark Forsyth R.I.P 

Thursday 11th June  12:00am Nancy Loughlin R.I.P 

Friday 12th June Sacred Heart 10:00am James Lynch R.I.P 

Saturday 13th June First Holy 

Communions 

10:00am  

Saturday 13th June 11th Sunday 5:00pm Alex Proctor R.I.P 

 

*Eucharistic Ministers to renew their commitment 

 
 SPECIAL RETIRING COLLECTIONS    

 6th June- SVP                  13th June- Church Flowers  
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIE 

Michael Lodge Funeral:  
Wednesday 17thJune at 2:30pm Birtley Crematorium 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH WHO ARE SICK: 

Caroline Kennedy (nee Hattam) 

Joe Tyrrell, Bob Fish; Pat Lamb; Mick Davison; Ursula Duru; Claire 
Avery; Beverley Homes, Maureen Joyce 

 Please let Fr Martin know of any sick or housebound within the parish who would 
like to see a priest.  
If you would like to include any family member who is sick to St Joseph’s 
list please message Pauline Lavery 

 

 
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT:  Held in church 

every Thursday evening 6.30pm–7.30pm. You are welcome to sit with the Lord in 
silence for a few minutes or the entire hour 
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St Benet’s First Holy Communion Celebration 

Saturday 13th June at 10:00 am.  Everyone Welcome 

 
Lourdes Pilgrimage – First Timers -  Sunday 5 July 2026  

First Timers and Solo Pilgrims –Come along and meet fellow travellers! 

Find out more about the pilgrimage to Lourdes. Let us answer any 

questions you may have. Refreshments available too! At St Michael’s 

Parish Centre Durham Road, Houghton le Spring, DH5 8NF, 2pm - 4pm. 

 

Gift Aid Envelopes  
Are now available at the back of church. If you Gift Aid your 
contribution your envelopes will have your name on. All other 
envelopes are for anyone who wishes to make a regular donation  

 
SVP Mass for the Elderly, Sick and Housebound 
The SVP Mass for the Housebound will be held at the Eardulph Centre next to St 
Cuthbert's Church, Chester-le-Street on Saturday 27th June at 1:30pm. Letters 
have been sent out to Eucharistic Ministers and invitations will be sent out to 
parishioners who attended last year's event. If anyone else wishes to attend, could 
they please speak to Peter Monaghan or any other member of the SVP 
 

Update on Club and Old Parish Hall from Fr Martin 

The diocese have been given permission to employ an assessor on the parish's 

behalf. 

They will find the correct lease value for the property, formerly the Catholic 

club. When this is complete it will be put on the market. 

As I mentioned in the past, although it is yet to be officially put on the lease 

market one or two businesses have already been in touch seeking to lease it. 

The Old Parish Hall is, as you know, going to be our new parish hall. At the 

moment a leaking roof is being assessed and the electrics are being checked. 

Once this is complete we can begin using it on a limited basis, until a proper 

refurbishment is complete. It's hoped that the cost of the refurbishment will 

be met, in a large part, from the income we hope to receive from the lease of 

the club 

 

MASS INTENTIONS:   
There are very few Mass Intentions received for the coming months and 

dates are available  
If you wish to arrange a Mass Intention at St Joseph’s, special envelopes are available at the 

back of Church and in the Sacristy. We already have bookings in advance so, if you want to 

pick a particular day, please give as much notice as possible to save disappointment.  

 

COFFEE MORNING. Every Sunday now 10:00am in the Parish Hall. 

Everyone is welcome. This is a great opportunity to catch up with friends 

and also raise money for some of our local charities. The charity this 

week is the SVP 

 
NORTHERN CROSS 
The June edition is now on sale at the back of church.  Please put 
money in the safe by the door marked ”Cards” 
 

 

Significance Festival.  

Significance and the Youth Ministry Team invite you to join them at the 

Emmaus Village for the annual Significance Festival on Saturday 27 

June. Arrivals from 12 Noon, Guided Walk of the Laudato Si’ 

Environmental Project at 1.15pm, Presentation from Significance and 

Mass, celebrated by Bishop Stephen at 3pm followed by a Barbecue 

and Ceilidh in the evening.  

 

Entry is free, with charges for accommodation on Friday and Saturday 

nights. BBQ tickets cost £10. All proceeds and donations will support 

Significance, the charity founded by Fr Dermott Donnelly. Please 

support this vital work. To request a booking form and for further 

information email Evie at evie.rea@ymt.org or Tel. 01207 592244. 

 


