Parishes of St John XXIlIl & St Joseph, Birtley

Incorporating: Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington;
Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw; St Bede, Usworth;
St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph, Birtley
Fr Martin Morris, Parish Priest, Tel: 0191 4163583
Email: StJohn23rd@diocesehn.org.uk
Parish Website: https://www.washingtoncatholic.org.uk
Parish Secretary: Anne Ridley 0191 4163583
Office Hours: Tuesday 9am - 2:30pm (Penshaw),
Wednesday & Thursday 9am - 2:30pm (Washington Village)
In the Partnership of Benedict
Birtley, Chester-le-Street, Penshaw, Sacriston, Washington

12TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, 20— 21 JUNE 2026 Year A

Saturday 20 June St Joseph 5pm All Fathers
Vigil St Bede 5pm People of the Parish
Sunday 21 June St John Boste 9:30am  Peter McElhenny

12th Sunday in Ordina
Time y Y our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Birthday Memory Dennis Wilson

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am* Susan Mary O'Callaghan

First reading: The Persecuted Prophet

Jeremiah 20:10-13

Jeremiah said: | hear many whispering. Terror is on every side! ‘Denounce him! Let us denounce him!" say all my close friends, watching
for my fall. ‘Perhaps he will be deceived; then we can overcome him and take our revenge on him.’ But the Lord is with me as a dread
warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble; they will not overcome me. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their
eternal dishonour will never be forgotten. O Lord of hosts, who tests the righteous, who sees the heart and the mind, let me see your
vengeance upon them, for to you have | committed my cause. Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hand of evildoers.

Response to the Psalm: In your great mercy, answer me, O Lord.

Second Reading: Christ, the Second Adam

Romans 5:12-15

Brothers and Sisters: Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all
sinned — for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. Yet death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. But
the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by
the grace of that one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for many.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia. The Spirit of truth will bear witness about me, says the Lord, and you also will bear
witness. Alleluia.

The Gospel: The Mission of the Apostles

Matthew 10:26-33

At that time: Jesus instructed his Apostles: ‘Have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be
known. What | tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. And do not fear those who
kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?
And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father knowing. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not,
therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. So everyone who acknowledges me before men, | also will acknowledge before my
Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, | also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.’

Fr Martin Morris 0191 416 3583 Deacon Frank O’'Neill 0779 115 5845
Fr Martin Wheaton 0770 996 1040 Deacon Tony Joy 0779 989 3419
Fr Luke Wilkinson 0191 649 8257
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Mass Times & Intentions - Week Beginning Monday 22 June 2026 (Streamed Mass *)

Day Church Time
Monday 22 June
St Bede 10am
Ss John Fisher & Thomas More Teresa Curran (RIP)
Our Lady Queen of Peace 7pm* Gordon Herrick (RIP)
Tuesday 23 June Our Blessed Lady Immaculate  10am* Catherine & Harold Leeder
St Ethelreda
St Joseph 7pm Harry Hattam (RIP).
Wednesday 24 June St Bede 10am Kieron & Gerard Cushlow (RIP)-
The Nativity of St John The Birthday
Baptist Our Blessed Lady Immaculate  5pm Paul Matthews Reception into Church
St. John Boste 7pm Thomas Andiyapan
Thursday 25 June Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am*  Private Intention. ( E A)
St. Bede 11.15am Derek Ness Funeral Service
St Joseph 12 Noon  Sr. Maureen & Sr. Veronica (RIP)
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 1pm Paul Matthews Funeral Service
Friday 26 June St Joseph 10am Priest’s Intention
St John Boste 10am* Lesley Thompson (RIP)
Satur('jay 21/ e X Our Blessed Lady Immaculate  10am* Jim Barker. (RIP)
St Cyril of Alexandria
Vigil St Joseph 5pm Brian and Susan Towns (RIP)
St Bede 5pm Andrew Walker (RIP) - recently
Sunday 28 June St John Boste 9:30am  Owen Edgar (RIP)
Ss Peter and Paul
Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am* People of the Parish
Henry Marsden & Christopher -
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Welcome

Tomorrow, we celebrate the feast of Ss John Fisher and Thomas More. On Thursday it's the celebration of the Birthday of
John the Baptist and next Sunday we delight in remembering Ss Peter and Paul. What a collection of incredibly courageous
men. (True, they are all men, though on Wednesday is the Feast of St Ethelreda, married twice and maintained her virginity in
both relationships — VERY courageous in the world of Anglo Saxon Northumbrian kings)...Bishop John Fisher beheaded for
defying Henry VIII, Thomas More, a lay man, beheaded for defying Henry VIII, John the Baptist for defying Herod, Paul
beheaded during the time of Nero and Peter crucified (upside down, the story goes, because he was ashamed to be crucified
the same way up as his Master) during the time of the same mad emperor. What do they have in common? Their faith in
Jesus. They all had a choice: defy Jesus and continue to live or profess their faith in the Lord and pay the price. They chose to
pay the price. We're unlikely to face such stark choices, but we face choices every single day. We are all equal in the sight of
God. Everyone of us is made in the image of God, so there is at least a spark within each of us which reflects the love and
compassion of God. There are so many other issues in our very little local part of the world — homelessness, the conditions in
which our imprisoned sisters and brothers live, the provision of services for our sisters and brothers living with addictions and
so on. This is all apart from the absurd stockpiling of nuclear weapons, the power of multinational companies destroying the
livelihoods of poor farmers throughout the world and the systematic erosion of the environment for short term profit. What
might Jesus say? More importantly, what would Jesus want us to say? Maybe we could do with a bit of courage ourselves and
learn to be less afraid. The Lord is with us, there’s no doubt about that.

The Newsletter Team
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Masses are generally live-streamed daily at 10am every day,
except Monday, streamed at 7pm, and alternate Sundays
when Mass is live-streamed at either 10am or 11am. An * on
the Mass table indicates streamed Masses.

Please click here to view from one of our Churches

What’s On in the Parish

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:

Our Lady Queen of Peace each Friday 2pm - 3pm

St Joseph each Thursday evening 6.30pm - 7.30pm

| do encourage as many of you as possible to spend some time in
quiet prayer with Jesus in Eucharistic Adoration. Fr Martin Morris.
OLOF (Our Lady’s Over 50’s club) is on each Tuesday at 1pm in
the Lindisfarne Room at St Bede's. All most welcome!

Eucharistic Adoration.

This Sunday afternoon, 21st June there will be silent Eucharistic
Adoration at Our Lady’s from 4-5pm. Rosary and Benediction from
5pm. Refreshments afterwards in the Emmaus room. All welcome.
New Scripture Study Course! - Gospel of Luke, Eight Sessions
The Gospel of Luke takes you on a journey that begins with the
foretelling of John the Baptist's birth and culminates in Jesus’
ascension into heaven. Along the way, you will witness key
moments in salvation history, including the Annunciation; the
Nativity; Jesus' baptism; his public ministry; the Last Supper; and
Jesus'’ suffering, death, and glorious Resurrection. The Gospel's
powerful prose and beautiful details will deepen your desire to draw
closer to Jesus and be transformed by his teachings.

Join us for “Luke: The Story of Salvation Fulfilled” at Our Lady
Queen of Peace, Penshaw beginning 14 May from 6:30pm to

8pm, and continuing weekly until 23 July. For more information
contact Fr Luke at : luke.wilkinson@diocesehn.org.uk

Mission Boxes - St John Boste.

Mission box money needs to be collected and returned to St John's
by 28 June. Collectors pouches are available for collection from
this weekend.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. | would like to
invite all our Ministers of Holy Communion to a time of reflection
and prayer on Sunday 28 June, 4 - 5pm at Our Lady Queen of
Peace Church. This fulfils the promise we make each year to take
part in an annual time of preparation. There will be tea and coffee
afterwards and an opportunity to share the latest guidelines for
home visiting. Thank you, Fr Martin.

Missionary Society of St. Columban. Fr. Patand Fr. Tim
express their thanks for the generous support to their appeal last
weekend. Your generosity was gratefully appreciated.

Following a recent Health & Safety meeting please note the
following advice:

Using Parish Premises: Any parish group using parish premises
must complete a “Case 2 Application” form and return this to the
local Safeguarding or H&S representative; Fr Martin will approve
the activity/event and the form will be stored in the parish office.
There is a separate form for external groups; all forms are available
from the parish secretary.

Food Hygiene: Pease ensure good hygiene practices for the
buying, storage, preparation and service of food are followed and a
food hygiene certificate is held where appropriate as per Diocesan
guidance here.

Volunteer Drivers: If you are driving on church related activities
please check your insurance cover with your provider. In most
cases the company will not charge an additional premium for
volunteering. If they do ask for an additional payment it might be
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waived if you tell them how little you drive for the church.
Examples of church activities include: a parish financial volunteer
driving to the bank to deposit collection monies, Ministers taking
Holy Communion to the sick or housebound, an organised or semi
organised arrangement where parishioners with cars are asked to
pick up other parishioners to bring them to Mass.

Please complete the annual declaration form (F8) and return to
your H&S representative or the Parish secretary. Further guidance
and F8 form can be found here.

42nd Annual St John Boste Walk. This year's walk will be on
19th July leaving St John Boste church after 9:30am Mass at 11
o'clock. Full details in next week's bulletin.

Special Collection This Week: Day For Life

Special Collection Next Week: Peter’s Pence

Day for Life

On Sunday 21 June, we mark the Day for Life under the theme
“The Wonder of the Child in the Womb.” The theme also recognises
the loss of children who died before birth and the grief of their
parents. The bishops’ message and prayers can be found on the
Day for Life website: www.dayforlife.org. The second collection will
go towards the Day for Life Fund, which distributes grants to
organisations that promote respect for life from conception until
natural death. You can also donate online via the Day for Life
website.

A Happy and Blessed Father’s day to all our Dads.

God, Our Father

God, our Father

Bless these men,

that they may find strength as fathers.

Let the example of their faith and love shine forth.

Grant that we, their sons and daughters,

may honour them always

with a spirit of profound respect.

Visit of the Statue of Our Lady of Fatima

On Saturday 27t June the statue of Lady of Fatima will be visiting
Holy Rosary Church in Sunderland. (Post code is SR3 3LD).

With the relics of Ss Jacinta and Francisco.

The statue and relics will enter church in solemn procession for
Mass at 11.00am.

Visit of the Relics of St Gerard Majella : The relics of St. Gerard
Majella will be visiting the diocese. We will welcome them into St
Michael's Church in Houghton-le-Spring on Wednesday 1st July,
with Mass at 6.30pm. The post code for St Michael's is DH5 8NF.
The Relics will be available for prayer for an hour beforehand. With
refreshments in the Hall after Mass. He is patron saint of children,
unborn children, childbirth, mothers and pregnant women. Do
please come along to this very special Mass.

To all members of the SVP 200 Club through St Joseph’s,
Birtley, the SVP would like to thank you for all the help that you
have given to Vinnies during 2025-2026 through your membership.
Subscriptions are now due for 2026-2027 from 1 June 2026 which
will be £12 per number. To renew, please contact Peter Monaghan
on 0191 4108103.

CONFESSIONS
Church Time
Our Lady Queen of Peace Thursday after 10am Mass
St Joseph Thursday after Noon Mass

St John Boste
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate
St Bede

Friday after 10am Mass

Saturday after 10am Mass

Saturday after 5pm Mass
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“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news

to the poor’. Do you listen to the voice of truth, the voice of Jesus Christ? Maybe he is inviting

you to discern a vocation to the Priesthood. For more information, speak to your Parish Priest

or contact the Vocations Promoter: 01207 299 012 or click here.

Little Sisters of the Poor Fundraising Night.

50s & 60s night at St Joseph’s Home, Newcastle. Live entertainment, licenced bar, bingo. 7pm

on Saturday 4 July 2026, Tickets £7 from 0191 2731279. All proceeds to St Joseph’s Home.
Other News

Beloved online retreat with School of Synodality - 27 June 2026 — 12 noon till 4pm - What
would it be like to experience ourselves as Beloved of God? If you were asked what were
the turning points of your life, you might say a job interview, or falling in love, but what about
your baptism? In the Gospel of Luke, during Jesus’ baptism, God spoke from heaven: “You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased”. Through the gift of our baptism, God makes
us his beloved sons and daughters. The challenge is to let that truth resonate with us, amid all
the hustle of life. We invite you to rediscover the joy of knowing ourselves beloved by God,
unpacking that gift with inspirational Catholic speaker David Wells, and a mixture of personal
reflection and the opportunity to share prayerfully with others. This beautiful opportunity is for
anyone who feels drawn to reflect on their relationship to God and our beloved nature —no
previous knowledge or reading necessary. Just bring yourself! Register to take part here
Newman Tyneside Circle invites you to come and hear Tom O'Loughlin speak on Luke
5:27-32 as a discipleship text: Christian hospitality and the contemporary rejection of
liturgy, in the hall of Holy Name Church, Jesmond, Newcastle, NE2 3JX, on Tuesday 14
July 2026, at 7.30pm. What can reading the story of the call of Levi (Lk 5:27-32) say to us
about how we imagine discipleship? And can it speak to us about the place of meals and
Christian hospitality? If so, might it show us a way out of the current dead-end where so many
Christians do not give any value or importance to liturgy? Dr Tom O'Loughlin is Emeritus
Professor of Historical Theology at the University of Nottingham. He has written, and
continues to write, on a wide variety of theological topics, particularly liturgy and the Eucharist.
His book The Eucharist: Origins and Contemporary Understandings is a major contribution to
our understanding of the central ritual of our faith.

Significance Festival. Significance and the Youth Ministry Team invite you to join them at the
Emmaus Village for the annual Significance Festival on Saturday 27 June. Arrivals from 12
Noon, Guided Walk of the Laudato Si’ Environmental Project at 1.15pm, Presentation from
Significance and Mass, celebrated by Bishop Stephen at 3pm followed by a Barbecue and
Ceilidh in the evening. Entry is free with charges for accommodation on Friday and Saturday
nights. BBQ tickets cost £10. All proceeds and donations will support Significance, the charity
founded by Fr Dermott Donnelly. Please support this vital work. To request a booking form and
for further information email Evie at evie.rea@ymt.org or Tel. 01207 592244,

We Dare to Say: A resource for faith-sharing groups on the Lord’s Prayer is a resource
for small group faith-sharing and for individual meditation, featuring five sessions each based
on a line from the Lord’s Prayer. Each session includes scripture, prayers and a reflection with
questions. The connection of the Our Father with the sacraments and the devotional life is
explored, and wisdom from the saints is offered for the spiritual growth of group participants
and individuals alike. -This single short prayer of Christ has everything that needs to be said
about God, his kingdom, his life, about all of us’ - Fr Alexander Schmemann. You can access
the 'We Dare to Say' resource by clicking here.

A Day of Renewal from Emmanuel Charismatic Community - 27 June 2026. The
Emmanuel Charismatic Community in the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle invite you to a
day of renewal titled ‘Surprised into life‘. The day will begin at 10.00am for refreshments for a
10.30am start, with the day ending at 4.00pm. We ask that you bring a packed lunch with you
to this day, and there is no charge for attending, but a collection will be taken on the day.
Booking is essential, so please contact the Emmanuel Team

via pat.kennedy42@icloud.com or call/text 07546 302832 (Christine).

Bishop Dunn Memorial Lecture 2026 - 22 June 2026 — Who do you say that [ am.
Encountering the Jesus of Mark’s Gospel — Canon Dr Paula Gooder. This is a free event but
registration is essential — please book your place here. Ushaw Historic House, Ushaw Moor
DH7 7DW at 6:45pm.

Lourdes Pilgrimage - First Timers - 5 July 2026 - First Timers and Solo Pilgrims —Come
along and meet fellow travellers! Find out more about the pilgrimage to Lourdes. Let us answer
any questions you may have. Refreshments available too! At St Michael’s Parish Centre
Durham Road, Houghton le Spring, DH5 8NF, 2pm - 4pm.

Reflections
Diocesan Weekly reflections can be

found by clicking here.
Examen - Please follow the links to

go to Pray as You Go Pray as you go

Catholic Social Teaching
For the Newsletter, click here.
Prayers - If you would like to request
prayers from the parish community for
someone who is sick, or recently deceased,
please click on the links below and complete
the necessary forms. This will enable their
names to be included in private prayer and
during various Masses.

For Prayers for the Sick
For Prayers for the Deceased
or ring 0191 4163583
To view the sick and recently deceased list
please click here. To amend the
information on the list click here.
Finance - Standing Order forms and
Gift Aid forms are available by clicking on
the following links:
For St John XXIlI For St Joseph’s
orring 0191 4163583.

Baptism - To request a Baptism,
you can download the form by clicking
here or ring 07552 733540.

Parish Newsletter If you wish
to request an electronic version of the
Parish Newsletter, please click here.

For the latest information, please
go to any of the following
Websites:

Parish of St John XXIlll

Parish of St Joseph’s

Diocese of Hexham and
Newcastle

All the Links you will ever
need!

Please click here or Scan the
QR Code with your mobile
phone to go to a site containing
All the Links You’ll Ever Need.

To post a notice on this
Newsletter, please click

stiohn23bulletin@gmail.com
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