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1st Sunday of Advent

The Ca I]dlﬁ Tuesday 2nd December 2025

Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome the First Sunday of Advent.

We were blessed to have held a wonderful Sacrament of Reconciliation service in school, yesterday, for our First
Holy Communicants. There are |8 pupils involved in this year’s sacramental preparation programme —a
tremendous number — this is testament to the importance that our parents and carers place on upholding our
Catholic faith.

We thank Fr. Martin and the many catechists who helped to prepare our pupils to receive the sacrament.

Christmas Performances

Similar to last year, our Christmas nativity events are not ticketed, but if you feel able to make a voluntary contribution
of £2.50 towards our school fund, to enable us to continue to renew our resources, then you can opt to make a
voluntary entrance donation in Arbor, via the school shop. This is available for both the Early Years performance on
[0th December in the school hall and the KS| performance, on | It December in church. We thank you in advance
for your generosity.

Christmas Party Day

Our Christmas party day is Wednesday |7th December with a visit
from SANTA at the infants and Thursday |18th December at
the junior school. Children are welcome to come to school in their
party-gear; but if they are scheduled to have PE, we request that they
bring their PE kit, in a bag, so that they can get changed for their PE
lesson. We will be hosting party games and will provide small party
snacks (all dietary requirements and allergies will be catered for).




Christmas Lunch / Jumper Day

Christmas Lunch and Jumper Day for both schools will take place on Tuesday
9th December.

This will be the only menu available. There is no need to pre-order, as the
school cook will cater for everyone, but should your child prefer a packed
lunch, please ensure they bring one to school that day.

Children can wear their Christmas Jumper, along with their school uniform
or PE Kit.

LUNGH]

TURKEY OR QUORN
FILLET WITH CHIPOLATA

AND STUFFING
ROASTED AND CREAMED

POTATO®
CARROTS, PEAS AND
BRUSSELS SPROUTS

SERVED WITH GRAVY

FESTIVE BISCUITS AND
- MUEFINS

My Childs Art

Please visit www.mychildsart.co.uk/order to view and purchase your child's Christmas artwork
by 14t December for guaranteed Christmas Delivery, using Username: Stjosephsjunior and

myd‘l“dsa rt Access Code: njadydbf

All orders will be available to purchase until 31st December. As always, thank you for

supporting our fundraising activities, it is much appreciated!

Allergies in school:

In school we have a number of children with severe allergies to different foods. The safety beat

of all our pupils is always our number one priority. As part of this, we now ask that children ana h |axis
do not bring in sweets or cakes for their class on birthdays. We thank you for your support p v

and understanding in helping us to control allergens and continue to ensure the safety of

all our pupils.

Reception Admissions:

The deadline for Reception admissions is
January 15t2026. Please remember that you
need to apply to Gateshead s
Council via their portal. Primary school
admissions September 2026 - Gateshead
Council

Please note that we are happy to host a tour
if you would like to see what our schools have
on offer. [y 2ohon Wikinson

, June 2025)

with engaging

After-School Wraparound Care Club:

On Arbor, there are 3 session timeslots available, so please be sure to select the correct one, per day:
. Full session to include a light meal from 15:15 or 15:30 until 17:45 - £8.00
J One hour session from the end of the school day, from 15:15 or 15:30 until 16:15 or 16:30 - £3.00
. Session to follow an activity club, from 16:15 or 16:30 until 17:45 - £5.00



Centenary of St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School:
We will be celebrating the centenary of St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School, on Monday 12t January 2026 at |0am.

Rt. Rev. Abbot Geoffrey Scott OSB, Abbot of Lindisfarne has kindly agreed to celebrate
Mass for us as Fr. Martin Wheaton is away. Abbot Geoffrey, the former Abbot of Douai
Abbey, attended St Joseph’s Infant School as a child so is happy to be returning for this
occasion.

We would like to hold a showcase of archive/memorabilia linked to the infant school, in
particular. Should you have old photographs/archive material at home, then we would be
delighted to ‘borrow/scan/photograph’ these treasures in preparation for the event.

Please email info@sjib.bwcet.com with any details. We will even scan/photograph items while you wait!

Faith in Action Award:

Young people aged 10-18 years old (Year 6 - |13) can take part in the
National Faith in Action Award through their school, parish or
organisation. FAQs — CYMFed Faith in Action Award We incorporate
the work into our Year 6 programme.

As part of their Faith in Action Award, our Year 6 children have
been reflecting on ways they can make a positive difference in the
world.

FAITH N ACTION

We were fortunate to welcome a representative from CAFOD, who shared inspiring stories about how even small
contributions can have a huge impact—such as helping families in Ethiopia gain access to clean water.

This has sparked a wonderful idea among the children: instead of (or in addition to) sending Christmas cards this
year, they would like to invite families to consider making a small donation of perhaps £1.00 towards this cause.

Your generosity, no matter how small, can help transform lives and support those most in need.

If you would like to take part, please either send a cash donation into school with your child, or make
payment via the School Shop in Arbor, this December.

Thank you for your continued support and encouragement of our Year 6 pupils as they live out their ‘faith in action’.

A Little Reminder About Daily Reading

We'd like to give a gentle nudge about our school policy of daily home
reading—it really does make a huge difference! Research shows that
when parents get involved in their child’s learning, it can lead to learning
gains of up to three extra months over the course of a year. That’s
the power you hold! Just a few minutes each day sharing a book, asking
questions and enjoying stories together can open doors for your child’s
progress and confidence.

Here’s a handy tip: repeated reading of the same passage can have a big impact on reading fluency, so if your child
wants to read the same page or story again, let them—it’s building speed, accuracy and confidence every time!

Let’s make reading a top priority—it’s one of the simplest and most rewarding ways to support your child’s success.



Our Termly Reading Competition — Keep Those
Pages Turning!

Don’t forget about our exciting whole-school reading
challenge! Every time your child finishes a book, they add
a sticker to our whole-school display. At the end of the
term, the winning house goes into a special draw and
one lucky winner gets to choose a book from Amazon.
Encourage your child to keep reading regularly—not just
for the competition, but to build reading fluency,
stamina and confidence. The more they read, the more
they grow as readers... and the closer they get to that
prize!

Christmas Mass Times:
Christmas Vigil - 24th December 7pm at St. Joseph's
Christmas Day Mass - 25th December 10.00am at St. Joseph's
Boxing Day - 26th December No Mass at St. Joseph's

Side By Side Arts:

SIDE BY SIDE ARTS
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Dates for the Diary

(Please note that these dates are subject to change)

Monday 8t December — Year 4 Library Visit — 9:00am
Tuesday 9t December — Christmas Jumper & Christmas Lunch Day — SJIB & §JJB
Wednesday |0t December — Early Years Christmas Performance in School Hall —10:00am & 2:30pm
Wednesday |0t December — Mr Taylor Bible Story @ S)JB
Thursday | It» December — Year 5 Captain Chemistry Workshop — 8:30am
Thursday | It December — KS| Christmas Performance in Church — 10:00am & 2:00pm
Friday |12t December — Mr Taylor Bible Story @ SJIB
Monday |15t December — Year 6 Visit to Safety Works — 1:00pm
Tuesday |6t December — KS2 Carol Service in Church —2:00pm
Wednesday 17" December — Year | and Year 2 will sing at Lindisfarne Care home — | 1:00am
Wednesday 17" December — Year 6 Carol singing at Covent House — 10:00am
Wednesday |7t December — §JIB Christmas Party with a visit off Santa
Thursday |8 December — SJJB Christmas Party
Friday 19t December — Last Day of Term
Monday 5t January — INSET day
Tuesday 6t January — Children return to school
Monday |2t January — Centenary of SJIB Mass in Church — 10:00am
Tuesday |3t January — Year | Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Tuesday |7t February — Spring School Disco - 4:00-5:15pm SJIB & 5:15-6:30pm SJJB
Tuesday 20t January — Year 4 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Tuesday 20t January — Year 6 Visit to Centre for Life — 9:00am
Tuesday 27t January — Reception Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Tuesday 3rd February — Year 3 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Tuesday 10t February — Year 6 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Tuesday |12t February — Year 2 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Friday 20t February — Break up for Spring Half Term Holiday
Monday 24 March — Children return to school
Monday 24 March — Parents’ Evening
Tuesday 3rd March — Year 5 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Tuesday 3rd March — Year 4 Visit to Vindolanda — 9:30am
Wednesday 4th March — Parents’ Evening
Monday 9t March — §JIB & SJJB School Photos
Tuesday 10t March — Year | Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Tuesday |7t March — Year 4 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Wednesday |8t March — §JIB Visit to Beamish — 9:30am
Tuesday 3 st March — Year | and Year 2 Palm Sunday Liturgy in Church - 9:30am
Wednesday |st April — Year 4 and Year 5 Maundy Thursday Celebration of the Word Service — 9:30am
Thursday 2nd April — Last Day of Term

Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information




