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Monday 24t November 2025

Dear Parents/Carers,

Yesterday, saw the church celebrate the Feast of Christ the King. In our diocese, we also now call this ‘Youth Sunday’. We have
now reached the end of the church’s year. When we reach the season of Advent, next week, we are moving into Year A, and

will typically hear from Matthew’s Gospel during the church’s year.

OUR VISION A reminder:
Lord, in our daily lives, may we: By sending your child to St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant and Junior
Love and serve like St. Joseph, care and protect like St. Joseph, Schools, Birtley’ you are Committing to fOIIOWing our school
work and teach like St. Joseph, show compassion and loyalty like mission and vision.
St. Joseph, have trust and faith like St. Joseph. Please ensure that as parents/carers, you also ‘Follow St.
We follow St. Joseph's virtues and remember our jOSCPh’S virtues’.

significance in God's world. Amen.

Allergies in school:

In school we have a number of children with severe allergies to different foods. The safety
of all our pupils is always our number one priority. As part of this, we now ask that children
do not bring in sweets or cakes for their class on birthdays. We thank you for your support
and understanding in helping us to control allergens and continue to ensure the safety of
all our pupils.

beat
anaphylaxis

Reception Admissions:

‘Birtley

Reception admis:

Email: info@sjib.bwcet.com to
book a tour

The deadline for Reception admissions Janl]éry I5th 2026. Please remember that you need to apply to Gateshead
Council via their portal. Primary school admissions September 2026 - Gateshead Council
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Please note that we are happy to host a tour if you would like to see what our schools have on offer.



Children in Need - runPudsey Fundraising Event

DONATE

Thank you for your continued support and generosity towards the runPudsey event.
£252.42 was raised for Children In Need — a tremendous amount!

Centenary of St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School:

We will be celebrating the centenary of St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School, on Monday |2th
January 2026 at 10am. Rt. Rev. Abbot Geoffrey Scott OSB, Abbot of Lindisfarne has kindly
agreed to celebrate Mass for us as Fr. Martin Wheaton is away. Abbot Geoffrey, the former
Abbot of Douai Abbey, attended St Joseph’s Infant School as a child so is happy to be
returning for this occasion.

We would like to hold a showcase of archive/memorabilia linked to the infant school, in
particular. Should you have old photographs/archive material at home, then we would be delighted to
‘borrow/scan/photograph’ these treasures in preparation for the event. Please email info@sjib.bwcet.com with any
details. We will even scan/photograph items while you wait!

Parental Workshops for St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School:

i Each year, we offer our Early Years and Year | parents and carers a chance to
P_ n WO][‘ 0 g come into school to work with your child and to learn about the St. Joseph’s
. s “ methods of teaching your child phonics, reading and mathematics — we were
delighted with the turn out that we have had in our autumn term workshops.

After-School Wraparound Care Club:

On Arbor, there are 3 session timeslots available, so please be sure to select the correct one, per day:

e  Full session to include a light meal from 15:15 or 15:30 until 17:45 - £8.00
e One hour session from the end of the school day, from 15:15 or 15:30 until 16:15 or 16:30 - £3.00
e Session to follow an activity club, from 16:15 or 16:30 until 17:45 - £5.00

The Poppy Appeal - Royal British Legion: ) %
We raised £372 for this excellent cause and were told it was one of the We honour the service
X R and sacrifice of our
largest in the local area. Well done, everyone and thank you for supporting Armed Forces community.
The Royal British Legion.

Disco:

We raised nearly £470 from the school disco — thank you! This, together with the funds raised
from the summer fayre have helped us to renew some of our older iPads and replace them
with brand new technology!




My Childs Art

Once again, this year, the children have made some lovely festive drawings, which can be displayed on Christmas

cards, unique gifts, and keepsakes.

Please visit www.mychildsart.co.uk/order to view and purchase your child's Christmas artwork by |4t December for
guaranteed Christmas Delivery, using Username: Stjosephsjunior and Access Code: njadydbf

All orders will be available to purchase until 31st December.

As always, thank you for supporting our fundraising activities, it is much appreciated!

mychildsart

Dates for the Diary

(Please note that these dates are subject to change)

Tuesday 25" November — Year 5 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Monday |* December - Reconciliation Mass for Year 4 — 10:00am
Monday |* December — Year 3 Library Visit — 9:00am
Monday 8" December — Year 4 Library Visit — 9:00am

Wednesday 10" December — Early Years Christmas Performance in School Hall — 10:00am & 2:30pm

Wednesday 10" December — Mr Taylor Bible Story @ SJ)B
Thursday | 1™ December — Year 5 Captain Chemistry Workshop — 8:30am

Thursday | 1™ December — KS| Christmas Performance in Church — 10:00am & 2:00pm

Friday 12" December — Mr Taylor Bible Story @ SJIB
Monday 15" December — Year 6 Visit to Safety Works — 1:00pm
Tuesday 16™ December — KS2 Carol Service in Church — 2:00pm

Friday 19" December — Last Day of Term
Monday 5% January — INSET day
Tuesday 6™ January — Children return to school
Monday 12" January — Centenary of SJIB Mass in Church — 10:00am
Tuesday 13" January — Year | Celebration of the Word — 9:00am

Tuesday 17* February — Spring School Disco - 4:00-5:15pm SJIB & 5:15-6:30pm SJ)B

Tuesday 20" January — Year 4 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Tuesday 20" January — Year 6 Visit to Centre for Life — 9:00am
Tuesday 27 January — Reception Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Tuesday 3™ February — Year 3 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Tuesday 10™ February — Year 6 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Tuesday 12" February — Year 2 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Friday 20" February — Break up for Spring Half Term Holiday
Monday 2™ March — Children return to school
Monday 2™ March — Parents’ Evening
Tuesday 3™ March — Year 5 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Tuesday 3" March — Year 4 Visit to Vindolanda — 9:30am
Wednesday 4™ March — Parents’ Evening
Monday 9* March — SJIB & SJJB School Photos
Tuesday 10™ March — Year | Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Tuesday 17® March — Year 4 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Wednesday 18% March — SJIB Visit to Beamish — 9:30am

Tuesday 31°° March — Year | and Year 2 Palm Sunday Liturgy in Church - 9:30am

Woednesday |** April — Year 4 and Year 5 Maundy Thursday Celebration of the Word Service — 9:30am

Thursday 2™ April — Last Day of Term

Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information




