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Monday 29th September 2025
Dear Parents/Carers,

Parental Workshops for St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School:
Each year, we offer our Early Years and Year | parents and carers a chance to come into school to work with your
child and to learn about the St. Joseph’s methods of teaching your child phonics, reading and mathematics.

Workshops are planned as follows:

Monday |3t October — 9am EY Phonics Workshop in Hall

Monday |7t November — 9am Year | Phonics Screening Check Parental Workshop
Wednesday |9t November — 9am EY Numbersense Workshop in Hall

Celebration Day:
All children will receive a free school meal on Thursday 2n October 2025 which will include a roast chicken dinner
or a vegetarian option of a Quorn chicken fillet. If your child does not wish to have this menu, please provide them
with a packed lunch.

creamy mash potatoes, sicamed carrots & bro
gravy & Yorkshire pudding)

Vanilia sponge cake topped with creamy icing &
sprinkles

School Wraparound Care:
Following the successful launch of St Joseph's wrapround care, we would like to remind all parents and carers of
the services now available, bookable via Arbor:

Breakfast Wraparound Care Club

The DfE Early Adopter Breakfast Club continues at the infant school, whereby children can attend from 8.05am,
free of charge. For any children arriving before this time, from 7.45am, there will be a charge of £1.50 per session.
The Breakfast Club at the junior school also opens at 7.45am and the charge is £3.50 per day.

After School Wraparound Care Clubs
On Arbor, there are 3 session timeslots available, so please be sure to select the correct one, per day:

e Full session to include a light meal from 15:15 or 15:30 until 17:45 - £8.00
e One hour session from the end of the school day, from 15:15 or 15:30 until 16:15 or 16:30 - £3.00
e Session to follow an activity club, from 16:15 or 16:30 until 17:45 - £5.00
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Upcoming Football Matches:

A reminder of our upcoming school sports fixtures:

Football - Year 5 and Year 6
e Thursday 2" October (Woodlea)

e Thursday 9t October (Pelton)

Uniform:
As autumn is now upon us, we ask that pupils come to school wearing a coat in case of cooler weather, or light

drizzle at playtimes or lunchtimes.

Please remember that pupils should not wear earrings to school - visit this link to our website, for our uniform
standards - School Uniform — St Joseph's Catholic Infant & Junior Schools

Educational Visits:
As previously mentioned in church on Monday, there are several educational visits planned for this academic year,
which focus on the theme of ‘pilgrimage’ as well as other visits which link to our comprehensive curriculum.

Please find below a summary of planned and intended educational visits; for those visits which are confirmed, you will
be able to pay for these via Arbor. We hope that the plan below will help to keep everyone informed of visit dates
and costs.

Autumn Spring Summer
Recepr_ion Pilgrimage to St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley Beamish Museum Washington Wetland Centre for
18/3/26 Reception, Year | and Year 2
Seven Stories with workshop 16/6/2026
17110125 (Shop workshop for Rec and Year I,
(Provisional Booking) Victorian school workshop for Year 2)
Year | Pilgrimage to St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley

Seven Stories

17110125 Big Sing for Mini-Singers at The Glasshouse
(Provisional Booking) (Dates TBC when released) for Reception,
Year 2 Pilgrimage to St Mary’s Cathedral, Year | and Year 2
Newcastle
& visit to the Discovery Museum —

13/10/25
Year 3 Durham Cathedral Little Whitehouse Farm Big Sing at The Glasshouse

3/10/25 (provisionally booked — awaiting (Dates TBC when released)

confirmation)
Hancock museum

Ancient Egypt workshop
Rocks workshop

24/11/25
Year 4 Durham Cathedral Vindolanda Discovery Museum
3/10/25 3/3/26 2/06/26
NewcastIeZRIe;T%;;, Synagogue Whitburn V;/r/;:;);:nd Seaburn Big Sing at The Glasshouse
(Dates TBC when released)
Year 5 Pilgrimage to Lindisfarne (Holy Island) Transition visit to Cardinal Hume PGL Ford Castle
9/10/25 School Residential
(Dates TBC) July 2026
Year 6 Pilgrimage to Lindisfarne (Holy Island) Workshop @ Centre for Life
20725 ‘Electrifying Newcastle’ Transition to Cardinal Hume School.
20/1/25
Safety Works
15/12/25

Dates for the Diary

(Please note that these dates are subject to change) — please note that educational visits are being confirmed and
dates will be released in September

Tuesday 30" September — Year 2 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Wednesday 01°° October — Flu Vaccinations for Reception — Year 6
Friday 03" October — Year 3 & Year 4 visit to Durham Cathedral — 9:30am
Monday 06™ October — Year 4 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Tuesday 07* October — Year 5 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Thursday 09™ October — Year 5 & Year 6 visit to Lindisfarne Priory — 8:00am
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Monday 13™ October — Year 2 Pilgrimage to St Mary’s Cathedral & The Discovery Museum — 9:00am
Monday 13" October — Early Years Phonics Workshop — 9:00am
Tuesday 14™ October — Year | Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Friday 17® October — Reception & Year | — Seven Stories — 9:00am
Tuesday 21* October — Year 4 Celebration of the Word -9:00am
Tuesday 21*° October — Year 4 Visit to Newcastle Reform Synagogue — 9:30am
Tuesday 21* October — Reception Vision Screening — 9:00am
Monday 27" October — Friday 31 October — Half Term
Monday 03" November — Parents’ Evening
Tuesday 04™ November — Reception Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Thursday 06™ November — Parents’ Evening
Tuesday | I™ November — Year 3 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Tuesday | 1™ November — School Disco - SJIB 16:00-17:15 SJJB 17:15-18:30
Wednesday 12" November — Remembrance Day Mass at 10am in Church
Monday 17th November — Year | Phonics Screening Check Parental Workshop — 9:00am
Tuesday 18" November — Year 2 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Wednesday |9th November — EY Numbersense Workshop in Hall — 9:00am
Monday 24™ November — Year 3 visit to The Hancock Musuem — 9:30am
Tuesday 25" November — Year 5 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Monday 01* December - Reconciliation Mass for Year 4 — 10:00am
Wednesday 10" December — Early Years Christmas Performance — 10:00am & 14:30
Wednesday 10" December — Mr Taylor Bible Story @ SJIB
Thursday | 1™ December — KS| Christmas performance in church— 10:00am & 14:30
Friday 12" December — Mr Taylor Bible Story @ SJ)B
Monday |15® December — Year 6 visit to Safety Works — 13:00
Tuesday 6™ December — KS2 Carol service in church — 14:00
Friday 19" December — Last Day of Term

Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information
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