
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome in this place 
info@sjib.bwcet.com  

info@sjjb.bwcet.com  

 

Tuesday 21st October 2025 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Parental Workshops for St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School: 

Each year, we offer our Early Years and Year 1 parents and carers a chance to come into school to work with your 

child and to learn about the St. Joseph’s methods of teaching your child phonics, reading and mathematics.  

 

Workshops are planned as follows:  

Monday 17th November – 9am Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Parental Workshop 

Wednesday 19th November – 9am EY Numbersense Workshop in Hall 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children in Need – runPudsey Fundraising Event 

 

This year, we are proud to support Children in Need by participating in their runPudsey 

fundraising initiative, which will take place on Friday 14th November 2025. 

 

The runPudsey event encourages schools across the country to engage in a sporting 

challenge of their choice to raise vital funds for Children in Need. Our school has chosen 

a collective challenge where each pupil will run (or walk!) one mile, aiming to achieve a 

combined total of 176 miles.  
 

To support this effort, we are kindly asking each child to raise £2 in sponsorship, which would enable the school to 

contribute a total of £352 to this important cause. 

 

Sponsorship donations can be made in cash, to school, on Friday 14th November. As a token of appreciation, every 

child who raises £2 will receive a Children in Need certificate. 

 

We thank you in advance for your continued support and generosity. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Centenary of St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School: 

We will be celebrating the centenary of St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School, on Monday 12th 

January 2026 at 10am. Rt. Rev. Abbot Geoffrey Scott OSB, Abbot of Lindisfarne has kindly 

agreed to celebrate Mass for us as Fr. Martin Wheaton is away. Abbot Geoffrey, the former 

Abbot of Douai Abbey, attended St Joseph’s Infant School as a child so is happy to be 

returning for this occasion.  

 

We would like to hold a showcase of archive/memorabilia linked to the infant school, in 

particular. Should you have old photographs/archive material at home, then we would be delighted to 

‘borrow/scan/photograph’ these treasures in preparation for the event. Please email info@sjib.bwcet.com with any 

details. We will even scan/photograph items while you wait!  
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After School Wraparound Care Club: 

 

On Arbor, there are 3 session timeslots available, so please be sure to select the correct one, per day: 

• Full session to include a light meal from 15:15 or 15:30 until 17:45 - £8.00 

• One hour session from the end of the school day, from 15:15 or 15:30 until 16:15 or 16:30 - £3.00 

• Session to follow an activity club, from 16:15 or 16:30 until 17:45 - £5.00 

Details of the after school activity clubs will be communicated shortly. 

 
 

Uniform: 

As autumn is now upon us, we ask that pupils come to school wearing a coat in case of cooler weather, or light 

drizzle at playtimes or lunchtimes.  

 

Please remember that pupils should not wear earrings or nail varnish to school – visit this link to our website, 

for our uniform standards - School Uniform – St Joseph's Catholic Infant & Junior Schools 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parental Interactions and Communication: 

 

Regular communication between parents/carers and school is incredibly important to us and we know there are 

times when you need to discuss things with your child’s class teacher. Just a reminder that if you would like to speak 

to a member of staff, please contact the school office, by phone or email, so that a convenient time can be arranged. 

If you need to pass on an urgent message, this can always also be done via the school office. During the school day 

our staff are in class so please be understanding if they cannot be available until later. We also have Parents’ Evenings 

during the first week of November which is an excellent opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and next steps 

in learning. If you have not yet made an appointment, please do so via the Arbor app.  

 

We are fortunate in having caring and supportive parents and 

carers who understand the importance of maintaining good 

working relationships and ensuring effective communication 

between home and school for the benefit of all. Please note 

that we expect parents and carers to follow our Parent and 

Carer Code of Conduct, which includes speaking respectfully 

to staff, pupils and other parents, at all times, including whilst 

at school sporting events. 

 

Click here to access the Code of Conduct. The Code states: ‘Demonstrate in your own behaviour that all members 

of the school community should be treated with respect by setting a good example in your own speech and 

behaviour.’ Please remember our schools’ vision statement, which our pupils say as a prayer, each day. ‘Lord, in our 

daily lives, may we: ‘Love and serve like St. Joseph, …show compassion and loyalty like St. Joseph…’ Thank you for 

respecting the caring ethos of our school. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Poppy Appeal – Royal British Legion: 

  

After half term, our Mini-Vinnies will be selling poppies and accessories for 

The Poppy Appeal. Recommended donations are 50p upwards – with 

accessories available to purchase for a donation of £1.   

  

We will be hosting our annual Remembrance Mass on Wednesday 12th November at 10am, in St. Joseph’s Church. 

We look forward to seeing you there.   

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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PE timetable:  

 

Our PE timetable after the half-term holiday remains unchanged. 

 

PE Timetable Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Monday  PE    PE  

Tuesday        

Wednesday   PE    PE 

Thursday NU 

Foundation 

NU 

Foundation 

NU 

Foundation 

NU 

Foundation 

NU 

Foundation 

 NU 

Foundation 

Friday    Swimming  PE PE  

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Educational Visits: 

As we reach the end of a very busy half term, all of our classes have had the opportunity to enhance their learning 

and enrich our curriculum offer through the school trips they have been on. Many of our classes have also enjoyed 

educational visits focused on the theme of ‘pilgrimage’, as part of our celebration of the Jubilee Year with the theme 

Pilgrims of Hope. 

 

We still have plenty more visits to come as we continue our rich curriculum offer. Please find below a summary of 

planned and intended educational visits; for those visits which are confirmed, you will be able to pay for these via 

Arbor. We hope that the plan below will help to keep everyone informed of visit dates and costs.  

 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Reception Pilgrimage to St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley 

 
Seven Stories  

17/10/25 

 

Beamish Museum 

18/3/26 

with workshop  

(Shop workshop for Rec and Year 1, 

Victorian school workshop for Year 2) 

 

Washington Wetland Centre for 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

16/6/2026 

 

 

 

 
Big Sing for Mini-Singers at The Glasshouse 

(Dates TBC when released) for Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 2 

Year 1 Pilgrimage to St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley 

 

Seven Stories  
17/10/25 

Year 2 Pilgrimage to St Mary’s Cathedral, 

Newcastle 

& visit to the Discovery Museum – 

13/10/25 
Year 3 Durham Cathedral 

3/10/25 

 

Hancock museum  

Ancient Egypt workshop 

Rocks workshop 

24/11/25 

 

Singing showcase at St Chad’s Church 

12/11/25 

Little Whitehouse Farm 

(provisionally booked – awaiting 

confirmation) 

Big Sing at The Glasshouse 

(Dates TBC when released)  

Year 4 Durham Cathedral 

3/10/25 

 

Newcastle Reform Synagogue  

21/10/25 

 

Singing showcase at St Chad’s Church 

12/11/25 

Vindolanda 

3/3/26 

 

Whitburn Wherry and Seaburn 

21/04/26 

Discovery Museum 

2/06/26 

 
Big Sing at The Glasshouse 

(Dates TBC when released) 

Year 5 Pilgrimage to Lindisfarne (Holy Island) 

9/10/25 
Transition visit to Cardinal Hume 

School  

(Dates TBC) 

PGL Ford Castle 

Residential 

July 2026 

 

 

Transition to Cardinal Hume School.  
Year 6 Pilgrimage to Lindisfarne (Holy Island) 

9/10/25 

 
Safety Works  

15/12/25 

Workshop @ Centre for Life 

‘Electrifying Newcastle’  

20/1/25 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Dates for the Diary  

 

(Please note that these dates are subject to change) 

 

Monday 27th October – Friday 31st October – Half Term 

Monday 03rd November – Parents’ Evening  

Tuesday 04th November – Reception Celebration of the Word – 9:00am 

Thursday 06th November – Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 06th November – Mr Taylor Bible Story @ SJJB 

Friday 07th November – Mr Taylor Bible Story @ SJIB 

Monday 10th November – Reception and Year 6 Height & Weight annual measurements- 10:00am 

Tuesday 11th November – Year 3 Celebration of the Word – 9:00am 

Tuesday 11th November – School Disco - SJIB 16:00-17:15 SJJB 17:15-18:30 

Wednesday 12th November – Remembrance Day Mass at 10am in Church 

Wednesday 12th November – Year 3 & Year 4 to visit St Chad’s Church with Side-by-Side events – 12:45 

Monday 17th November – Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Parental Workshop – 9:00am 

Tuesday 18th November – Year 2 Celebration of the Word – 9:00am 

Wednesday 19th November – EY Numbersense Workshop in Hall – 9:00am 

Monday 24th November – Year 3 visit to The Hancock Musuem – 9:30am 

Tuesday 25th November – Year 5 Celebration of the Word – 9:00am 

Monday 01st December - Reconciliation Mass for Year 4 – 10:00am 

Wednesday 10th December – Early Years Christmas Performance – 10:00am & 14:30 

Wednesday 10th December – Mr Taylor Bible Story @ SJIB 

Thursday 11th December – KS1 Christmas performance in church– 10:00am & 14:30 

Friday 12th December – Mr Taylor Bible Story @ SJJB 

Monday 15th December – Year 6 visit to Safety Works – 13:00 

Tuesday 16th December – KS2 Carol service in church – 14:00 

Friday 19th December – Last Day of Term 

 

 

Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information 
 

 

http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/bulletins.html

