
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome in this place 
info@sjib.bwcet.com  

info@sjjb.bwcet.com  

 

Thursday 4th September 2025 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

We hope you all had a wonderful summer and enjoyed the superb weather. The children have settled 

beautifully into school, and it has been a delight to see them looking incredibly smart in their new 

school uniform.  

 

Please find below a few notices to keep you informed of some important updates. 

 

More Than Dance: 

We have taken the opportunity to celebrate the ‘Year of Hope and Pilgrims’ by inviting a liturgical dance company 

called More Than Dance into school. They will be delivering a liturgical dance session for each class (in church to 

rehearse); the classes then come together for a ‘sharing’, which parents and carers are invited to at the end of the 

day.  

 

We hope to commence the sharing in church on Monday 8th September, at 2:30pm, for the Junior School (infant 

school parents, please do not worry; staff will keep a hold of any siblings, if the sharing overruns slightly and you are 

worrying about collecting your children in time - but we hope that this will be unlikely), and on Tuesday 9th September, 

at 11:15am, for the Infant School (meaning that our infant school are back in school, in time for lunch).  

 

Please note that pupils do not need to come into school in their PE kit on this day (unless this is their normal, 

scheduled PE slot.)  

 

The liturgical dance isn’t a ‘performance’ – it’s a prayerful way of expressing our love for God. Each school has a 

separate sharing time so that we can get back to school in time for home time. We hope to see you in church.   

 

 

Catholic Social Teaching: 

As part of continued drive for the ‘Common 

Good’, we have reintroduced the concept of 

Catholic Social Teaching to our pupils. 

 

We have taught pupils about Solidarity, 

Common Good and Human Dignity. Please 

watch the short 2-minute video on the Cafod 

website, which explains Catholic Social 

Teaching through a short animation. 

https://youtu.be/dLHvosRUfQc  

 

We have also taught our pupils the Catholic 

Social Teaching Cafod song:  
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https://assets.ctfassets.net/vy3axnuecuwj/7z5sVcLU2LuII7vYfPMi2i/f8ae4d0aabd09d58ff0872d8d229726f/CAFOD_C

ST_Song.mp3  

 

We have no doubt that if you play the song, our pupils will sing along!  

 

 

Reading diaries: 

As we explained prior to the holidays, sadly, the company who produced our beautiful home/school reading diaries 

are not continuing to produce them due to the cost of publishing. We have been liaising with a new firm throughout 

the holidays, but it is unlikely that the new diaries will be delivered to school until the end of next week. As soon as 

we have them, we will disseminate them to you – thank you for your understanding and patience.  

 

 

Centenary of St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School: 

We will be celebrating the centenary of St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School, in the spring of 

2026. We would like to hold a showcase of archive/memorabilia and would be grateful to 

‘borrow/scan/photograph’ any old photographs/archive material that you may have in your 

homes, in preparation for the event. Please email info@sjib.bwcet.com with any details. 

 

We are hosting a Centenary Mass on Monday 12th January 2026, more details will follow.  

 

Parents new to Reception 2026: 

We are holding an open morning on Tuesday 23rd September for tours of St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School, Birtley. 

Please email info@sjib.bwcet.com to book a slot between 9:30am and 11am.  

 

 

Uniform: 

As we are approaching the season of autumn, we ask that pupils come to school wearing a coat in case of cooler 

weather, or light drizzle at playtimes or lunchtimes. Please remember that pupils should not wear earrings to school. 

School Uniform – St Joseph's Catholic Infant & Junior Schools 
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Dates for the Diary  

(Please note that these dates are subject to change) – please note that educational visits are being confirmed and 

dates will be released in September 

 

INSET days:  

Pupils return to school: Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

 

Monday 8th September – More Than Dance in for Pilgrims of Hope Liturgical Dance Workshop for SJJB 

Tuesday 9th September – More Than Dance in for Pilgrims of Hope Liturgical Dance Workshop for SJIB  

Tuesday 23rd September – Year 6 Celebration of the Word – 09:00am 

Tuesday 23rd September – Prospective parental/carer tour at SJIB – 9:30am – 11am (email info@sjib.bwcet.com to book) 

Thursday 18th September – Mr Taylor Bible Story @ SJIB 

Friday 19th September – Mr Taylor Bible Story @SJJB 

Friday 19th September – Harvest Festival Mass in Church – 10am 

Saturday 27th September – Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle – Alive in Hope:  

A Church for Mission 10 – 3pm at Cardinal Hume School 

Tuesday 30th September – Year 2 Celebration of the Word – 09:00am 

Wednesday 01st October – Flu Vaccinations for Reception – Year 6 

Tuesday 07th October – Year 5 Celebration of the Word – 09:00am 

Tuesday 14th October – Year 1 Celebration of the Word – 09:00am 

Tuesday 21st October – Year 4 Celebration of the Word -09:00am 

Tuesday 21st October – Year 4 Visit to Newcastle Reform Synagogue – 09:30am 

Monday 27th October – Friday 31st October – Half Term 
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Monday 03rd November – Parents’ Evening  

Tuesday 04th November – Reception Celebration of the Word – 09:00am 

Thursday 06th November – Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday 11th November – Year 3 Celebration of the Word – 09:00am 

Tuesday 11th November – School Disco  

Wednesday 12th November – Remembrance Day Mass at 10am in Church 

Tuesday 18th November – Year 2 Celebration of the Word – 09:00am 

Tuesday 25th November – Year 5 Celebration of the Word – 09:00am 

Monday 01st December - Reconciliation Mass for Year 4 – 10:00am 

Wednesday 10th December – Early Years Christmas Performance – 10:00am & 14:30 

Wednesday 10th December – Mr Taylor Bible Story @ SJIB 

Thursday 11th December – KS1 Christmas performance in church– 10:00am & 14:00 

Friday 12th December – Mr Taylor Bible Story @ SJJB 

Tuesday 16th December – KS2 Carol service in church – 14:00 

Friday 19th December – Last Day of Term 

 

 

Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information 
 

http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/bulletins.html

