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Friday 13th June 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

We are very much looking forward to seeing you all on Monday for our sports day. We pray for dry
weather.

Sports Day

We are absolutely delighted to work in partnership with the Gateshead Schools Sports
Partnership so that sports day can be delivered on the same day (Monday 16t June) for
both schools, using the Gateshead SSP sports day set-up at the Welfare Ground (thefield
behind the Fire Station).

GATESHEAD The junior sports day will take place during the morning session (as there are more
classes). Pupils will be registered at the junior school, before walking to the Welfare

Ground for a start as close to 9:30am, as possible. The children will rotate around a carousel of activities, and we
will aim to complete the sprint races as one group.

The infant sports day will take place at I:15pm and will largely mimic the junior set-up. We look forward to seeing
you all for a wonderful day of sporting activity!

Class Organisation 2025 - 2026
After an extensive recruitment process, we are delighted to have appointed Miss Tiplady, who is an experienced
teacher and knows our curriculum well. She will be attending our transition morning on Monday 30t June.

Class Teacher
Reception Miss Self
Year | Miss Sheavills
Year 2 Mrs Nutton - Mondays
Mrs M<Connell — Tuesdays to Fridays
Year 3 Miss Broadbent
Year 4 Mrs Snaith
Year 5 Miss Tiplady
Year 6 Mrs Smith

We recognise that parents really value an opportunity to communicate their child's
strengths, extra-curricular activities, and areas of difficulty to their child’s new class
teacher. Equally, we appreciate that during the course of an academic year, a family’s
circumstances may have changed and there is information that needs to be shared
with school. We want to assure you that we value this information and know that it
can change year on year.

Transition 2025-2026: Supporting
information for new class teacher

In order to help us prepare for a fantastic start to the academic year of 2025 - 2026,
we would like to invite you to complete this short Microsoft Form to supportyour
child's transition as they move into a new year group. We also know that some
parents/carers would like to communicate new or updated medical information to the next class teacher and hope
that this is an easy and effective way to help you to communicate with us.

Please note that we will still continue to share information with teachers in the usual way (e.g. official medica
registers/SEND registers) — but we appreciate that some parents may wish to reiterate some ‘headlines’ to their
child’s new teachers e.g. dates of last NHS clinical appointments and outcomes — or changes to a family’s
circumstances.



To help us prepare for September 2025 transition — we ask you to complete a short Microsoft Form
by clicking the link or via scanning the QR code above, by Wednesday 25t June:

https://forms.office.com/e/WhzRHATR7P

Historically, we have arranged a Year 2 (incoming to Year 3) parental meeting to explain what life is like in the junior
school; however, there is only a small minority of children who do not have a sibling, already, in the junior school.
Should Year 2 parents wish, then we will hold an open evening on Thursday 26t June, where parents can come to
the junior school for a short tour, commencing at 3:35pm. If interested parents/carers want to attend but are unable
to do so due to date/timings, then please contact us by email and we will endeavour to arrange a separate time to
showcase the junior school.

Transition
Year 2 pupils will once again visit the junior school to find out what life is like there, on the afternoon session of
Tuesday |7t June. We will walk pupils to and from the junior school, so they can
be collected from the infant school as usual; this will avoid any potential
complications with after-school clubs.

For our whole-school transition morning on Monday 30t June, we ask that
current Year 2s are dropped off at St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School; pupils will
return after lunch to SJIB for afternoon lessons.

New Reception pupil groups have been invited into school in two different groups for the morning session (session
times have already been communicated to parents/carers).

All year 6 pupils will visit their secondary school for transition days, on Tuesday |stJuly and Wednesday 2nd July.

Personal Development: Andy @BOutdoors

We are continuing our efforts to support pupils’ personal development. Andy from
@BOutdoors is due to work with our Year 3, 4 and 5 pupils on teamwork and
leadership skills as well as mini-orienteeringand archery activities. These events will

w take place on Friday | I th July. (Please note that our Year 6 pupils have Bikeability) All
OCM pupils in KS2 should come to school wearing appropriate outdoor PE kit, on this day.

Summer Fayre:

We are really looking forward to welcoming our families,
from both schools, to the summer fayre on Friday 4t July, at
2:15pm at the infant school.

We would still welcome contributions of raffle prizes and
tombola stall donations. In addition, one final request - if
you are able to donate any cakes for the cake stall, please
drop them into either school on the few days running up to
the event.

Governors have given kind permission for the junior school to close at 2:00pm, in order to allow the junior
school children an opportunity to attend the infant school, with a parent/carer. As per last year, our Year
6 class will walk down to the infant school, after lunchtime, as they will be our ‘young leaders’ who help man the
stalls. Years 3/4/5 will be available to collect from the junior school yard.

Our infant school pupils will be available to be collected at 2:1 5pm. Please note that any pupils who cannot be
collected at this earlier time will be looked after by an adult until 3:15pm (infants) or 3:30pm (juniors). Please note
that after-school clubs will be cancelled and refunded on this day.

Last week, we sent home a book of raffle tickets with each child, to be sold. Some families have asked for additiona
tickets already - they are available on request from either school office, or by emailing. Please return the stubs,
cash and any unused ticket books, to the school office as soon as possible.

Every contribution, no matter how big or small, will help us to raise funds which can be match -funded by Barclays
Bank PLC. Thank you to all our Fun-draisers! Without your support, none of this would have happened.



Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school: Mrs K. Swaddle
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school:
Mrs E. McConnell and Mrs A. Snaith and Mrs J. Smith.

Dates for the Diary
(Please note that these dates are subject to change)

INSET day: Friday 27" June 2025

Friday 13™ June - Father’s Day Shop
Monday |6 June — SJJB Sports Day AM session, SJIB Sports Day PM session - in partnership with Gateshead Schools Sports
Partnership (Further details to be announced in due course — but sports day will take place on Welfare Ground for both schools, at
different times)
Tuesday 17 June — Year 6 Transition at Cardinal Hume & Lord Lawson
Tuesday 17 June — Year 2 Transition to SJJB — PM session (collect from infant school)
Wednesday 8™ June — Year 3 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Thursday 19% June — New Reception Class - Induction Meeting 2:00pm
Monday 23™ June — Infant School Trip to Centre of Life
Monday 23™ June - Year 6 visit to YMT Primary Festival
Thursday 26™ June — Careers Event at Cardinal Hume for Year 5 Pupils
Thursday 26™ June — New Reception Class — Family Transition Meetings
Friday 27* June — INSET Day = School closed to pupils
Monday 30™ June — Transition morning (Current Year 2s to be dropped off at St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School; pupils will
return after lunch to SJIB) — new Reception pupils will be invited into school in two different groups for the morning session
Tuesday |* July and Wednesday 2™ July — Transition Day for Cardinal Hume & Lord Lawson
Tuesday |** July — Year | Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Tuesday |* July — Mini Vinnies attending the Good Shepherd Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle
Wednesday 2" July — Big Sing for Mini-Singers at The Glasshouse — All SJIB pupils
Wednesday 2™ July — Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service — 9:00am
Thursday 3™ July — Year 5 BWCET Celebration of Sport at Gateshead Stadium
Friday 4™ July — Summer Fayre
Monday 7*" July — Year 4 Visit to Birtley Library
Tuesday 8™ July — Year 2 Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Wednesday 9% July — Years 3 & 4 Big Sing — Zero Gravity at The Glasshouse
Wednesday 9 — Friday |1 July — Bikeability for Year 6
Tuesday 15 July — Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly — 9:00am
Thursday 17 July — KSI Musical Performance in Church 0 9:30am
Friday 18 July — End of Year Mass — Year 6 to lead — 10:00am

Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information




