
  
 

  
  

 
 

All are welcome in this place… info@sjib.bwcet.com  
info@sjjb.bwcet.com 

 
Wednesday 4th June 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We are nearing the completion of the academic year but still have a jam-packed few weeks ahead of 
us.  
 
Sports Day 
 

We are absolutely delighted to work in partnership with the Gateshead Schools Sports 
Partnership so that sports day can be delivered on the same day (Monday 16th June) for 
both schools, using the Gateshead SSP sports day set-up at the Welfare Ground (the field 
behind the Fire Station). 
 
The junior sports day will take place during the morning session (as there are more 
classes). Pupils will be registered at the junior school, before walking to the Welfare 

Ground for a start as close to 9:30am, as possible. The children will rotate around a carousel of activities, and we 
will aim to complete the sprint races as one group. 
 
The infant sports day will take place at 1:15pm and will largely mimic the junior set-up. We look forward to seeing 
you all for a wonderful day of sporting activity!  

 
 
Diocesan Blessed Carlo Acutis Prayer Competition 

 
The Diocese recently wrote to all schools to explain:  
 
‘Thank you to all those who sent in their Carlo Acutis prayers in response to 
our invitation. We have had over 700 entries from across the Diocese, which 
is simply amazing!  
 
The entries were grouped according to age and judged for winning entries 
from EYFS/Key Stage 1, Key stage 2, Key Stage 3 and finally Key Stage 4/5. 
We would like to thank Father Marc Lyden-Smith who arranged for the 
competition to be judged by the Most Reverend Archbishop Domenico 
Sorrentino, Archbishop of Assisi. The winners from each of the age groups 
have won an Amazon gift voucher.’ 
 
 

We were delighted to have a winner in the 5-7 age category for the Diocesan-wide competition. A 
huge well done goes to Manasi, in Year 2. The Diocese will be in school on Friday 6th June to present 
Manasi’s award. 
 

 
 
Transition 
Year 2 pupils will once again visit the junior school to find out what life is like there, 
on the afternoon session of Tuesday 17th June. We will walk pupils to and from 
the junior school, so they can be collected from the infant school as usual; this 
will avoid any potential complications with after-school clubs.  
 
For our whole-school transition morning on Monday 30th June, we ask that 
current Year 2s are dropped off at St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School; pupils will 
return after lunch to SJIB for afternoon lessons.  
 



New Reception pupil groups have been invited into school in two different groups for the morning session (session 
times will be communicated shortly to parents/carers).  
 
*Please note that Cardinal Hume Secondary School transition dates have been moved to Tuesday 1st July and 
Wednesday 2nd July.* 

 
 
Staffing Update 
Many of you will have already met Mrs Watson, who has been appointed as administration assistant at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Infant School and has been made to feel so welcome by you all. Sadly, at the end of this term, Miss Francis 
will be relocating back home to Southampton. We thank her for her hard work, support and expertise in musical 
theatre! We are, therefore, in the process of recruiting a class teacher and will share class arrangements for 
2025/2026 in due course. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mini-Vinnies 
 
Our Mini-Vinnies will be attending St. Mary’s Cathedral for St. 
Cuthbert’s Care annual Good Shepherd Mass on Tuesday 1st 
July.  
 
They will be taking a small charitable donation, alongside 
artwork to the Mass. We really value the opportunity for our Mini-Vinnies to get together with other Mini-Vinnies 
in the diocese and thank them for their contributions to our school throughout the year. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Big Sing at The Glasshouse 
 

For those pupils or parents who are new to the school, each year, we take 
our pupils from Reception to Year 4 to experience the fantastic Glasshouse 
venue, by attending The Big Sing for Mini-Singers (Reception to Year 2), or 
The Big Sing (for KS2).  
 
The events are always well-received by the children as they learn a suite of 
songs in advance of the day and sing along in either Hall One or Hall Two, 
with a live band in a no pressure environment. Because so many children 
attend the events, parents are unable to, but we will post pictures on our 
social media for you.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Northumbria Police 
 
Our close collaboration with Northumbria Police continues and their team are once 
more coming into school to deliver a workshop for our Key Stage 2 pupils on ‘Healthy 
and Respectful Relationships’, on Thursday 11th June.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Safety 
Please ensure that when driving, your child wears a seatbelt. Staff 
have observed children coming to school without the security of 
a seatbelt in the car. Additionally, we ask that you do not park on 
the zigzag lines and request that you please take your time when 
driving round the corner of the junior school, in particular.  
 
The safety of your children is of utmost importance to us. 
Please help us to ensure that we keep all children safe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Personal Development: Andy @BOutdoors 
We are continuing our efforts to support pupils’ personal development. Andy from 
@BOutdoors is due to work with our Year 3, 4 and 5 pupils on teamwork and 
leadership skills as well as mini-orienteering and archery activities. These events will 
take place on Friday 11th July. (Please note that our Year 6 pupils have Bikeability) All 
pupils in KS2 should come to school wearing appropriate outdoor PE kit, on this day. 

 
 
Parental Interactions 

We are fortunate in having caring and supportive parents and 
carers who understand the importance of maintaining good 
working relationships and ensuring effective communication 
between home and school for the benefit of all.  
 
Please note that we expect parents and carers to follow our 
Parent and Carer Code of Conduct, which includes speaking 
respectfully to staff, pupils and other parents, at all times. We 
know that parental WhatsApp groups can be a supportive 
measure, but we also recognise that, in some cases, they can 
cause uncertainty or may often lead to frustration.  

Click here to access the Code of Conduct 
 
The Code states: ‘Demonstrate in your own behaviour that all members of the school community should be treated with 
respect by setting a good example in your own speech and behaviour.’ 
 
Please remember our schools’ vision statement, which our pupils say as a prayer, each day. ‘Lord, in 
our daily lives, may we: ‘Love and serve like St. Joseph, …show compassion and loyalty like St. 
Joseph…’ Thank you for respecting the caring ethos of our school.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Wrap-Around Care 

 
We are currently undertaking the process for the recruitment of 
wrap-around care managers. We will keep you informed once we 
have completed recruitment, so that you can make arrangements 
for September, as is necessary.  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summer Fayre 
The fayre is scheduled to take place on Friday 4th July 2:15-4:15pm at 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School. Children can be collected from the 
junior school at 2:00pm. 
This Friday, 6th June, we will hold a non-uniform day, for contributions 
towards a ‘chocolate tombola’. We really do thank you for your 
generosity. We would love to beat last year’s funding raising amount 
of £2150, which was kindly match-funded by Barclays Bank PLC.  
 

 
Father’s Day Shop 
On Friday 13th June, we will holding a Father’s Day shop at both schools, where children 
can buy a small gift for someone special, if they wish.  Gifts will range from £1.50 to 
£5.00.  Children can bring cash into school on the morning – we’d be grateful for change 
wherever possible please.  



 
Parent & Toddler Club 
Just a quick reminder that toddler club takes place on a Wednesday 
morning, at St Joseph’s Catholic Infant School, from 9:00-10:30am.   
 
There is a small entry fee of £2.00 per adult, which provides a drink and 
snack for the visiting children and their accompanying grown-up.   
 
Mrs Fuery, one of our fabulous teaching assistants, leads the club with 
toys, games music and song.  It’s also a great opportunity to make new 
friends. 
 
We would be delighted if we could welcome more families from our 
local community, so please spread the word! 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mini Masterpiece Fundraising Activity: My Child’s Art 
Before the half term break, the children each created a mini masterpiece of 
a self-portrait.   
 
A flyer will be coming home today, which details how you can turn this 
artwork into special gifts and keepsakes at www.mychildsart.co.uk/order 
 
Please note that the discount code provided, expires 
on Wednesday 18th June! 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school: Mrs K. Swaddle 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school: 

Mrs E. McConnell and Mrs A. Snaith and Mrs J. Smith. 

 

 
Dates for the Diary  

(Please note that these dates are subject to change) 
 

INSET day: Friday 27th June 2025 
 

Tuesday 3rd – Friday 13th June – Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check Testing Window 

Wednesday 4th June – Year 4 Celebration of the Word – 9:00am 

Monday 9th June – Friday 13th June – Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Testing Window 

Monday 9th June – Heights & Weights for Reception Class & Year 6 

Monday 9th June – Year 4 Visit to Birtley Library 

Tuesday 10th June – Reception Class Celebration of the Word – 8:55am 

Wednesday 11th June – KS2 Health Relationships workshops with Northumbria Police 

Thursday 12th June – Year 3 Visit to The Discovery Museum 

Friday 13th June - Father’s Day Shop 



Monday 16th June – SJJB Sports Day AM session, SJIB Sports Day PM session - in partnership with Gateshead Schools Sports 

Partnership (Further details to be announced in due course – but sports day will take place on Welfare Ground for both schools, at 

different times) 

Tuesday 17th June – Year 6 Transition at Cardinal Hume & Lord Lawson 

Tuesday 17th June – Year 2 Transition to SJJB – PM session (collect from infant school) 

Wednesday 18th June – Year 3 Celebration of the Word – 9:00am 

Thursday 19th June – New Reception Class - Induction Meeting 2:00pm 

Monday 23rd June – Infant School Trip to Centre of Life 

Monday 23rd June - Year 6 visit to YMT Primary Festival 

Thursday 26th June – Careers Event at Cardinal Hume for Year 5 Pupils 

Thursday 26th June – New Reception Class – Family Transition Meetings 

Friday 27th June – INSET Day – School closed to pupils 

Tuesday 1st July and Wednesday 2nd July – Transition Day for Cardinal Hume & Lord Lawson 

Monday 30th June – Transition morning (Current Year 2s to be dropped off at St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School; pupils will 

return after lunch to SJIB) – new Reception pupils will be invited into school in two different groups for the morning session 

Tuesday 1st July – Year 1 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Tuesday 1st July – Mini Vinnies attending the Good Shepherd Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle 

Wednesday 2nd July – Big Sing for Mini-Singers at The Glasshouse – All SJIB pupils 

Wednesday 2nd July – Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service – 9:00am 

Thursday 3rd July – Year 5 BWCET Celebration of Sport at Gateshead Stadium 

Friday 4th July – Summer Fayre  

Monday 7th July – Year 3 Visit to Birtley Library 

Tuesday 8th July – Year 2 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Wednesday 9th July – Years 3 & 4 Big Sing – Zero Gravity at The Glasshouse 

Wednesday 9th – Friday 11th July – Bikeability for Year 6 

Tuesday 15th July – Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly – 9:00am 

Friday 18th July – End of Year Mass – Year 6 to lead – 10:00am 

 
Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information 

 


