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Wednesday 18th June 2025
Dear Parents/Carers,

We hope you enjoyed sports day — it was a fantastic blend of competitive sport, sunshine and energy! Please click
the link to view the 2025 Sports Day video: https://youtu.be/FyTVWhhSNt-g or Click here. We thank Gateshead
School Sports Partnership with whom we continue to work in close collaboration. The field arrangement/sports day
set-up that we create is incredibly professional: the variety of activities on offer are all delivered in a timely and
efficient manner!

It’s that time of year where we consider how far we have come! As we begin to think about transition for
next year, we would like to recall all of the fantastic experiences that our children have had, so far, to date. The
personal development and educational enrichment that we provide is second to none. Please take a moment to
absorb and appreciate the vast cultural and curriculum offer. None of this is possible without your support —and we
thank you for your generosity as we continue to work together to provide superb opportunities to every pupil.

Visits to:

Centre for Life
St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School

Visit to Nu Foundation Career Hub
Metrocentre

Discovery Museum
Rocket Cars

Reception/1/2/3/6 Year 5 Careers Year 3
Robinwood Residential Whitburn Geography Fieldwork Little White Farm visit to
Year 5/6 Visit for Years 4/5 Brancepeth

Years 3

Cardinal Hume: A Play in a Day —

Cardinal Hume: Careers Day —

Saltwell Park Fun Run

Year 5 Primary Futures Event - Year 5 Years 4 and 6
Nexus Bus Transition Shipley Art Gallery Hancock Museum
Year 6 Years |/2 Year 4
Mini-Vinnies visit to Newburn Activity Centre Safetyworks
The Good Shepherd Mass Year 6 Year 6
Library Visits Celebration of Sport with Vindolanda
All year groups Trust schools Year 4/5/6
Year 5
Big Sing for Mini-Singers Big Sing at The Glasshouse Year 6 Primary Festival at Youth
at The Glasshouse Years 3/4 Mission Team

Reception/Year |/Year 2

Girls’ Football CLS Schools

Boys’ Football CLS Schools

Football Tournament

Tournament Tournament Year 4
Gateshead Stadium Indoor Athletics EY Indoor Athletics Festival and Wharton Park Christmas
Festival Multisports Festival Workshops
Years 1/2 Autumn and spring Reception/1/2

Birtley Swimming Pool and

St. Joseph’s Church

Cross-Country Festival at

Year 5 Swimming Gala All pupils Watergate Park
Year 3/5
Dance Festival at The Glasshouse Year 6 Basketball Team Silver Quicksticks Hockey Tournament
Year 2/4 Medal Year 4

KS2 Mini-Vinnies Visit to The Relic
of Blessed Carlo Acutis

KS2 Mini-Vinnies sang at Covent
House Care Home

Gateshead School Sports
Partnership Events
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Visits from:

Careers Week was heavily focused
on construction and engineering:

Richard Lamb Rendering and Plastering, Setting up a business, Jacobs Civil
Engineering, Quantity Surveying,
All things construction from Bowmer and Kirkland
Careers education also included: Veterinary care show case and a Zoom
discussion with the Welsh Rugby Physiologist, NHS Mini-Scrub Project

Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue
Service
Project Oracy with a barrister

Northumbria Police
Years 3/4/5/6

Nourish Food School for all year
groups

Mini-Medics training in first aid and
CPR

(All pupils)

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle
to present an award

National Institute of Health and
Care Research

Fr. Martin Wheaton

Bishop Stephen Wright

Mr Taylor — termly Bible Stories

Santa Claus!

Leaders from other schools

Bikeability

Andy from B:Outdoors

Korean School and Computing Hub

We’ve also raised funds for:

Cafod

Sir Bobby Robson Foundation

Children in Need

St. Cuthbert’s Care

St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant and
Junior Schools!

Summer Fayre donations

Wi ith your support, we have invested in:

New bookcases for Reception/1/2/3

New PE equipment and storage for
both schools

New boardgames for the junior
school including ‘Chess club’

New bikes and scooters for the
infant school

New laptops for both schools to
ensure we are up to date with
Windows | |

New reading books for Years 2/3/4

We had a successful Ofsted at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School:

The school’s leadership team are
ambitious and driven to make
continuous improvements to the
school in the best interests of the

pupils.

Pupils show resilience and
determination in their reading to
read unfamiliar words successfully.
Staff enable pupils to read well.

The school has significant expertise
in relation to the provision for
pupils with SEND. Its early
identification processes are a
strength of the school.

The school prepares pupils well for
the next stage of their educational
journey in the junior school.

The school plans these educational visits to enhance the curriculum. This
ensures that the curriculum is ‘a never-ending story’, developing pupils’
understanding of the world.




With all of the above aspects in mind, we would like to invite you to take one moment to complete the Ofsted
Parental Survey:

St Joseph's Catholic Junior School, Birtley | Ofsted Parent View https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/parent-view-
results/survey/result/5000868/15 or Click here and select the orange tab ‘Give your views now’, so that we can
truly demonstrate how fantastic our school is!

Ofsted
Home Give your views Ofsted Parent View results Link to us Contact Us C I i c k h ere
> Return to the main Ofsted website Home > Ofsted Parent View results » St Joseph's Catholic Junior Scnool, Birtiey > -

- St Joseph's Catholic Juni y ey
20; 12021/22 [2020/21 (2019/20 2018/19

Ofsted Parent View results

We are sorry but we only show the results for a school when we have received
sufficient responses for the timeframe covered by a tab. If you would like to
receive updates when new responses are received for this school please
register and then use the "Alert Me' option below.

Big Sing at St. Joseph’s Church

St. Joseph's Catholic Infant School will be hosting a Big Sing event
in St. Joseph's Church, on Thursday 17t July, at 9:30am. The
children will show case some of the songs that they have learnt
for The Big Sing for Mini-Singers, at The Glasshouse. Tickets are
available to purchase on Arbor for £1 donation, should you wish.
We would love to see you there!

To help us prepare for September 2025 transition — we ask you to
complete a short Microsoft Form by clicking the link or via scanning the  RICEEEUEIEEEIZEE LBl
QR code above, by Wednesday 25t June: Click here IRt an NV s sag i
https://forms.office.com/e/WhzRHATR7P

Historically, we have arranged a Year 2 (incoming to Year 3) parental meeting to
explain what life is like in the junior school; however, there is only a small minority
of children who do not have a sibling, already, in the junior school. Should Year 2
parents wish, then we will hold an open evening on Thursday 26® June, where
parents can come to the junior school for a short tour, commencing at 3:35pm. If
interested parents/carers want to attend but are unable to do so due to date/timings,
then please contact us by email and we will endeavour to arrange a separate time to showcase the junior school.

= 8 SEN REVIEW SEND Pupil Support Plan Review Meetings:
[P MeeTin F 3

Parents/carers will be invited into school on Thursday 34 July or Friday 4t July to
review their child’s SEND pupil support plan. We will send invitations to you both
by Arbor and via paper.
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Personal Development: Andy @BOutdoors

We are continuing our efforts to support pupils’ personal development. Andy from
@BOutdoors is due to work with our Year 3, 4 and 5 pupils on teamwork and
leadership skills as well as mini-orienteering and archery activities. These events will
take place on Friday I Ith July. (Please note that our Year 6 pupils have Bikeability)
All pupils in KS2 should come to school wearing appropriate outdoor PE kit, on this

day. 8 OM

Summer Fayre: !_ﬁ"
We are really looking forward to welcoming our families, ‘ e \‘ Y
from both schools, to the summer fayre on Friday 4t July, at u m m \WJ
2:15pm at the infant school.

—

tombola stall donations. In addition, one final request - if
you are able to donate any cakes for the cake stall, please
drop them into either school on the few days running up to
the event.

We would still welcome contributions of raffle prizes and ? FE" a v Uy . e

Governors have given kind permission for the junior school to close at 2:00pm, in order to allow the junior
school children an opportunity to attend the infant school, with a parent/carer. As per last year, our Year
6 class will walk down to the infant school, after lunchtime, as they will be our ‘young leaders’ who help man the
stalls. Years 3/4/5 will be available to collect from the junior school yard.

Our infant school pupils will be available to be collected at 2:15pm. Please note that any pupils who cannot be
collected at this earlier time will be looked after by an adult until 3:15pm (infants) or 3:30pm (juniors). Please note
that after-school clubs will be cancelled and refunded on this day.

Last week, we sent home a book of raffle tickets with each child, to be sold. Some families have asked for additional
tickets already - they are available on request from either school office, or by emailing. Please return the stubs,
cash and any unused ticket books, to the school office as soon as possible.

Every contribution, no matter how big or small, will help us to raise funds which can be match-funded by Barclays
Bank PLC. Thank you to all our Fun-draisers! Without your support, none of this would have happened.

A message from Side by Side Arts
Monday 28th - Thursday 3Ist July 10am - 3pm
Side By Side Arts Summer School @ Side By Side Arts Studios

Join us at Side By Side Arts for a week of musical fun. Over the week everyone will
have the chance to have a go at different instruments and songs, try solo work or form
small bands. There will be a small performance on the final day where everyone will
be able to show off their new skills.

Suitable for 5-13 year olds - £120 for the full week or £35 per individual day.

To book email info@sidebysidearts.org ,-‘; 4:5”




Mini Masterpiece Fundraising Activity: My Child’s Art
The children each created a mini masterpiece of a self-portrait and a flyer was sent home,
detailing how you can turn this artwork into special gifts and keepsakes at

www.mychildsart.co.uk/order VfﬁvyCh"dsa I’t
.co.uk

The discount code has been extended for one more week and now expires on
Wednesday 25+ June, so please place your orders in the next few days, should you wish
to.

We end with a poignant statement from our Catholic Schools Inspection report:

‘Parents describe a culture of welcome where they feel that their children are authentically loved.’

Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school: Mrs K. Swaddle
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school:
Mrs E. McConnell and Mrs A. Snaith and Mrs J. Smith.

Dates for the Diary
(Please note that these dates are subject to change)

INSET day: Friday 27% June 2025

Wednesday 18" June — Year 3 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Thursday 19" June — New Reception Class - Induction Meeting 2:00pm
Monday 23" June — Infant School Trip to Centre of Life
Monday 23" June - Year 6 visit to YMT Primary Festival
Thursday 26" June — Careers Event at Cardinal Hume for Year 5 Pupils - AM
Thursday 26™ June — New Reception Class — Family Transition Meetings
Friday 27 June — INSET Day - School closed to pupils
Monday 30 June — Transition morning (Current Year 2s to be dropped off at St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School; pupils will
return after lunch to SJIB) — new Reception pupils will be invited into school in two different groups for the morning session
Tuesday |* July and Wednesday 2™ July — Transition Day for Cardinal Hume & Lord Lawson
Tuesday |* July — Year | Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Tuesday 1** July — Mini Vinnies attending the Good Shepherd Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle
Wednesday 2™ July — Big Sing for Mini-Singers at The Glasshouse — All SJIB pupils
Wednesday 2™ July — Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service — 9:00am
Thursday 3™ July — Year 5 BWCET Celebration of Sport at Gateshead Stadium
Friday 4™ July — Summer Fayre
Monday 7 July — Year 4 Visit to Birtley Library
Tuesday 8" July — Year 2 Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Wednesday 9" July — Years 3 & 4 Big Sing — Zero Gravity at The Glasshouse
Wednesday 9" — Friday |1 July — Bikeability for Year 6
Friday I 1™ July — Andy from B:Outdoors for Years 3/4/5 Team Building Workshops
Tuesday 15" July — Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly — 9:00am
Thursday 17 July — KSI Musical Performance in Church 0 9:30am
Friday 18" July — End of Year Mass — Year 6 to lead — 10:00am

Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information



http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/bulletins.html

SUMMER HOLIDAY

BREAKFAST CLUB
MONDAY TO FRIDAY

EVERYONE WELCOME
9AM

UNTIL

Birtley Community Centre NAM
Ravensworth Road, DH3 IEN
0191410 2343
admin@birtleycommunitycentre.co.uk




