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Friday 4¢ April 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

Disco
We made approximately £470 profit from our school discos — thank you all so much for your support! The children
had a fabulous time. We will split the profit between the two schools and will purchase new playground equipment.

Parents’ Evening
Thank you for your support at our recent parents’ eveningand at our SEND Pupil Support Plan meetings. We see
the meetings as vital opportunities to open dialogue with you about your child’s progress.

Reception Celebration of the Word Service
Our Reception pupils celebrated a beautiful service for Mother’s Day on Wednesday. We sent out the video link on
Tapestry. We hope you enjoyed watching your little ones recall their favourite memories!

Nourish Food School
Thank you so much for coming to the Nourish Food School workshops — the smell of Mexican
@ NOURISH fajitas has been divine! The children have really enjoyed having a grown-up in school. We have
one more Year 5 parent/carer class scheduled, before our Year 6 pupils progress to independent
cooking. The workshops help to support our personal development and Relationships and
Health Education curriculum. Year5 parents, please remember to complete this link over the weekend if you haven’t
already done so Year 5 Nourish Food School Thank you!

Palm Sunday Service of the Word
Each Easter, our Key Stage | pupils celebrate a Palm Sunday Celebration of the Word service, in
church. The service will commence at | 0am, on Wednesday 9t April, and all of our pupils from
the infant school will be in attendance.

Stations of the Cross
Our Year 6 pupils will be leading the juniors at Stations of the Cross on Thursday 10t April, at 2pm, in church. This
service will be for the junior school, only. Parents/carers are welcome to attend each service.

DfE Funded Breakfast Club — Early Adopters - INFANTS ONLY
The DfE funded 30-minute breakfast club will commence from Monday 28t April.
e For the 7:45am — 8:05am session, there will be an associated cost of £1.50.
e Please note that, even though breakfast club at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School will be free, we will need
to operate a strict booking policy to ensure that we have sufficient pupil to staff ratios.
e The free breakfast club will operate from 8:05 — 8:35am.
e Our soft start to the school day commences from 8:35am.

On Arbor, there will be two options to choose from within the ‘Early Adopter Breakfast Club’ so please take care
when selecting from the time slots available. Please note that you will need to top up your account before being able
to select the payable option.

e 7:45am — 8:35am (£1.50)

e 8:05am — 8:35am (free)




Out of respect for our faith, we ask you not to bring cups of coffee into church. Thank you
for your understanding.

Celebration of the Word !’~\
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Chocolate Tombola Chocolate
Thank you for your kind donations so far, for the Easter chocolate tombola on Wednesday 9 ERERCERISIE
April. Please send any further donations of ‘all things chocolate’ into school, by Monday. -

Thank you for your generosity!
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Big Lent Wallk/Tuck Shop

Each Lent, we support Cafod — the Catholic Agency for Oversees Development
by participating in The Big Lent Walk. Today, pupils walked for 30 minutes to
demonstrate their solidarity to global poverty. Well done, everyone, for taking
part!

Uniform Reminders

Our uniform supplier has had to make a slight change to our PE tracksuit top uniform. We think the new PE tops are
even better than our current design. Please note that there is absolutely no obligation to move to the new PE
top and pupils can gradually transfer to the new design as and when they wish. They are very reasonably priced
at £13.75. Wewill update our website ASAP to take the new design into consideration —but, in the meantime, please
find the link to Tots to Teams, below.

St. Joseph's Catholic _Infant & Junior Schools (Birtley) P.E. 1/4 Zip Tracksuit Top
Black/Emerald (LV875/874) - Buy School Uniform and Workwear from Tots To Teams

Hair Styles:

. Hair gel, hair colours or lines shaved into hair are not permitted
B - We recommend children with long hair, tie it up for school.
. No extreme haircuts including lines or extreme differences in length.

e No skin fades with ‘no blade / zero’ and no hair should be shorter than a No 2.
e Perms are not permitted.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school: Mrs K. Swaddle
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school:
Mrs E. McConnell and Mrs A. Snaith and Mrs J. Smith.

Dates for the Diary
(Please note that these dates are subject to change)

INSET day:
Friday 27 June 2025

Tuesday 8™ April — Years 4 & 5 Trip to The Wherry, Whitburn

Wednesday 9" April — Palm Sunday Liturgy — Year 2 to lead at St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley — 10am




Wednesday 9™ April — Bible Stories at the infant school with Mr Taylor — | pm
Thursday 10® April — Bible Stories at the junior school with Mr Taylor — | pm
Thursday 10™ April — Key Stage 2 to lead Stations of the Cross at St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley — 2pm
Tuesday 29" April — Nourish Food School - Year 5 Parent and pupil sessions
Thursday |* May — Year | Creative Arts Parent and pupil workshops 2:15pm
Thursday |* May — Vision Screening for Reception Class
Wednesday 7™ May — Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service — 9:00am
Monday 2% — Thursday 15 — Year 6 SATs week (End of KS2 Assessment week)
Friday 16™ May — Year 6 to Newburn Activity Centre
Saturday |7™ May — First Holy Communions for Year 4 children at 10:00am
Tuesday 20* May — Year | Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Tuesday 20" May — Year 6 Independent Cooking with Nourish Food Schools
Friday 23™ May — Mass in Church — 10:00am
Friday 23™ May — Years 4 & 6 Fun Run at Saltwell Park
Monday 2™ June — Heights & Weights for Reception Class & Year 6
Wednesday 4™ June — Year 4 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Monday 9™ June — Friday 13™ June — Year | Phonics Screening Check Testing Window
Tuesday 10%" June — Reception Class Celebration of the Word — 8:55am
Thursday 12 June — Year 3 Visit to The Discovery Museum
Friday 13™ June- Father’s Day Shop
Monday 16" June — SJJB Sports Day AM session, SJIB Sports Day PM session - in partnership with Gateshead Schools Sports
Partnership (Further details to be announced in due course — but sports day will take place on Welfare Ground for both schools, at
different times)

Tuesday 17" June — Year 6 Transition at Cardinal Hume & Lord Lawson
Wednesday 8™ June — Year 3 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Thursday 19% June — New Reception Class - Induction Meeting 2:00pm
Monday 23™ June — Infant School Trip to Centre of Life
Monday 23™ June - Year 6 visit to YMT Primary Festival
Thursday 26™ June — Careers Event at Cardinal Hume for Year 5 Pupils
Thursday 26™ June — New Reception Class — Family Transition Meetings
Friday 27* June — INSET Day — School closed to pupils
Monday 30 June and Tuesday |* July — Transition Day for Cardinal Hume & Lord Lawson
Monday 30" June — Transition morning (Current Year 2s to be dropped off at St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School; pupils will
return after lunch to SJIB)

Tuesday |** July — Year | Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Wednesday 2™ July — Big Sing for Mini-Singers at The Glasshouse — All SJIB pupils
Wednesday 2" July — Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service — 9:00am
Thursday 3™ July — Year 5 BWCET Celebration of Sport at Gateshead Stadium
Tuesday 8" July — Year 2 Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Wednesday 9% July — Years 3 & 4 Big Sing — Zero Gravity at The Glasshouse
Wednesday 9 — Friday | 1™ July — Bikeability for Year 6
Tuesday 15 July — Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly — 9:00am
Friday 18%" July — End of Year Mass — Year 6 to lead — 10:00am

Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information




