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Tuesday 29th April 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to the summer term!

We were very saddened to hear about the death of Pope Francis and thank him for his commitment to the papacy
and to our Catholic faith. We always pray for Pope Francis in our weekly Celebration of the Word services, each
Monday. This week, we will reiterate the Pope’s role to the children, as well as the process of how a new Pope is
elected by the Cardinals.

Pope Francis, Requiescat in pace

Gracious God,

You know our needs even before we ask

and heed our faltering prayers, spoken and unspoken.
Hear our voice above the murmurs of sorrow

for it is the voice of confusion

seeking your still small voice of calm.

Hear our voice as we give thanks for your faithful servant
for it is the voice of praise

joining with sadness and joy.

Hear our voice as we pray for the future

for it is a voice of hope

longing to see your Church made whole.

Hear our voice as we watch with those who deliberate
for it is the voice of humility

asking for their wisdom and discernment.

Hear our voice as we pray in solidarity with the poor
for it is the voice of peace

searching for justice.

O God, hear the voice of the voiceless

for it is the voice of silence

crying out from the cross

through whom your Spirit may be heard

and your will be recognised.

For Jesus Christ’s sake, Amen.

Words by Annabel Shilson-Thomas

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord. And let perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. Amen

DfE Funded Breakfast Club — Early Adopters — INFANTS ONLY
The DfE funded 30-minute breakfast club commenced from Monday 28t April.
e For the 7:45am — 8:05am session, there is an associated cost of £1.50.
e Please note that, even though breakfast club at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School will be free, we will need
to operate a strict booking policy to ensure that we have sufficient pupil to staff ratios.
e The free breakfast club will operate from 8:05 — 8:35am.

On Arbor, there will be two options to choose from within the ‘Early Adopter Breakfast Club’ so please take care
when selecting from the time slots available. Please note that you will need to top up your account before being able
to select the payable option.

e 7:45am — 8:35am (£1.50)

e 8:05am — 8:35am (free)
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Wrap-Around Care

Thank you to those who completed our wrap-
around care questionnaire. Your initial feedback P WRAP o
to us explained that that there is likely to be
some uptake for wrap-around care. You
mentioned that other providers, that some
families are currently using, require half a term’s

notice period. You also raised that attendance at
wrap-around care may be ad-hoc depending on family circumstances.

Keeping all the above factors in mind, we are placing adverts for wrap-around care members of the team for each
school.

Our offer is likely (but will be dependent upon number of participants) to include direct access to the after-school
club activity taking place between 3:15pm — 4:15pm or 3:30pm — 4:30pm (school dependent) and then a light tea and
small dessert. The latest collection time will be 5:50pm.

The funding from Gateshead LA is time-limited for a trial period of I12-months. Once we have recruited members of
the team, we will communicate start dates to you, in due course. We hope that we will be able to offer this from
May half-term, but we will inform you, as soon as we know. Therefore, we will reserve a small of number of places in
each after-school club activity for wrap-around care participants.

Uniform Reminders

Our uniform supplier has had to make a slight change to our PE tracksuit top uniform. We think the new PE tops are
even better than our current design. Please note that there is absolutely no obligation to move to the new PE
top and pupils can gradually transfer to the new design as and when they wish. They are very reasonably priced
at £13.75. We will update our website ASAP to take the new design into consideration — but, in the meantime, please
find the link to Tots to Teams, below.

St. Joseph's Uniform - Tots to Teams

Hair Styles:
o Hair gel, hair colours or lines shaved into hair are not permitted
o We recommend children with long hair, tie it up for school.
[ No extreme haircuts including lines or extreme differences in length.
. No skin fades with ‘no blade / zero’ and no hair should be shorter than a No 2.

e Perms are not permitted.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Year 2 to Year 3 transition

We have organised for Year 2 pupils to visit the junior school to find out what life is
like there, on the afternoon session of Monday |9t May and Tuesday |7 June. On
these days, we will walk pupils to and from the junior school, so that they can
be collected from the infant school; this will avoid any potential complications
with after-school clubs.

Year 6 End of Key Stage 2 Assessments

During the week of KS2 SATs (W/C [2% May), we will be offering breakfast to all Year 6 pupils from 8:15am. This
will be a chance to ensure a last bit of revision (and relaxation!) before the papers of the day commence, and to
ensure that we are ready for the start times. The timetable is as follows:

Monday |2th May - English grammar, punctuation and spelling
Tuesday |3th May - Reading comprehension

Wednesday 14th May — Mathematics paper | and paper 2
Thursday |5th May — Mathematics paper 3
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Staffing Update

Mrs Dubovitskaya has been appointed as a teaching assistant to support our Year 2 cohort in the summer term, on
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. We know that you will make her feel very welcome.

By the end of this half-term, Miss Hall will sadly be leaving us as she has attained a promotion - a senior administration
position - in another BWCET school. We are absolutely delighted for her and would like to thank her for the help
and support and all she has committed to our schools. We currently have vacancies for x2 wrap-around care
assistants and an administration assistant. Please visit Vacancies — Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Education Trust for
further details in the coming days.

Summer Fayre
Last year, our summer fayre was a huge success because of the fantastic help and support we received from a number
of parents who gave so generously of their time, skills, expertise and wider networks.

We benefited from Barclays Bank PLC match funding and purchased x4 new bookcases for each of the Reception to
Year 3 classrooms. The money raised equated to nearly £4000 overall — but this wouldn’t have been such a success,
without you, our community.

Therefore, we propose having the first summer fayre PTA meeting on Friday 9t May at 9am at St. Joseph’s Catholic
Infant School. We would be grateful if those attending would email info@sjib.bwcet.com to confirm their attendance,
so we know who to expect on the day. Like last year, we would be grateful for support towards raffle prizes,
volunteers for stalls as well as suggestions and ideas to make the fayre a success.

The fayre is schedule to take place on Friday 4t July at 2pm at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School.

Foundation. We are therefore proposing to place a £5 sponsorship donation via
the Arbor ‘school shop’. If each of our pupils in Years 4 and 6 donated £5, we
would donate £235 to the Sir Bobby Robson Foundation, a very worthy cause close to our northeastern hearts.

Year 4 and 6 Fun Run at Saltwell Park
OAAf Oéjg‘?\ ° The Fun Run at Saltwell Park is being held in honour of the Sir Bobby Robson

Gateshead FC FREE Family Tickets

It’s Gateshead’s last game of the season on Bank Holiday Monday, 5t May, against Southend - KO 3.00pm. The club
are offering free family tickets (| adult + 4 children), so if you would like to attend, please respond via this link, no
later than noon on Thursday Ist May. Request Football Tickets Here

Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school: Mrs K. Swaddle
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school:
Mrs E. McConnell and Mrs A. Snaith and Mrs . Smith.

Dates for the Diary
(Please note that these dates are subject to change)

INSET day:
Friday 27" June 2025

Thursday |** May — Year | Creative Arts Parent and pupil workshops 2:15pm
Thursday |** May — Vision Screening for Reception Class

Wednesday 7% May — Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service — 9:00am
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Friday 9" May — PTA Meeting in SJIB at 9am (preparation for summer fayre)
Monday 12" — Thursday I5™ — Year 6 SATs week (End of KS2 Assessment week)
Friday 16™ May — Year 6 to Newburn Activity Centre
Saturday 17* May — First Holy Communions for Year 4 children at 10:00am
Monday 19™ May — Year 2 Transition to SJJB — PM session (collect from infant school)
Tuesday 20" May — Year | Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Tuesday 20" May — Year 6 Independent Cooking with Nourish Food Schools
Friday 23" May — Mass in Church — 10:00am
Friday 23" May — Years 4 & 6 Fun Run at Saltwell Park
Monday 2™ June — Heights & Weights for Reception Class & Year 6
Wednesday 4™ June — Year 4 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Monday 9" June — Friday 13 June — Year | Phonics Screening Check Testing Window
Tuesday 10" June — Reception Class Celebration of the Word — 8:55am
Thursday 12™ June — Year 3 Visit to The Discovery Museum
Friday 13" June- Father’s Day Shop
Monday 6™ June — SJJB Sports Day AM session, SJIB Sports Day PM session - in partnership with Gateshead Schools Sports
Partnership (Further details to be announced in due course — but sports day will take place on Welfare Ground for both schools, at
different times)
Tuesday 17" June — Year 6 Transition at Cardinal Hume & Lord Lawson
Tuesday 17" June — Year 2 Transition to SJJB — PM session (collect from infant school)
Wednesday 18" June — Year 3 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Thursday 19" June — New Reception Class - Induction Meeting 2:00pm
Monday 23" June — Infant School Trip to Centre of Life
Monday 23" June - Year 6 visit to YMT Primary Festival
Thursday 26™ June — Careers Event at Cardinal Hume for Year 5 Pupils
Thursday 26™ June — New Reception Class — Family Transition Meetings
Friday 27* June — INSET Day — School closed to pupils
Monday 30" June and Tuesday |* July — Transition Day for Cardinal Hume & Lord Lawson
Monday 30" June — Transition morning (Current Year 2s to be dropped off at St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School; pupils will
return after lunch to SJIB) — new Reception pupils will be invited into school in two different groups for the morning session
Tuesday |** July — Year | Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Wednesday 2™ July — Big Sing for Mini-Singers at The Glasshouse — All SJIB pupils
Wednesday 2™ July — Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service — 9:00am
Thursday 3™ July — Year 5 BWCET Celebration of Sport at Gateshead Stadium
Friday 4™ July — Summer Fayre
Tuesday 8" July — Year 2 Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Wednesday 9 July — Years 3 & 4 Big Sing — Zero Gravity at The Glasshouse
Wednesday 9" — Friday |1 July — Bikeability for Year 6
Tuesday 15" July — Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly — 9:00am
Friday 18" July — End of Year Mass — Year 6 to lead — 10:00am

Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information



http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/bulletins.html

