
  
 

  
  

 
 

All are welcome in this place… info@sjib.bwcet.com  
info@sjjb.bwcet.com 

 
Friday 11th April 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
You are the resurrection 
How wonderful, Lord Jesus, you came back 
You suffered death but conquered it 
You laid in the tomb but on the third day 
You rose again 
O joyful day, Lord Jesus, when you returned 
You are the resurrection, our hope and our life 
O glorious and victorious Redeemer 
Help us not to be afraid of death 
For we must pass through it to see you face to face 
And on the last day we will rise again 
For you said so 
Let us rejoice and praise you 
Our Blessed and triumphant Lord 
On this happy, joyful feast. 
Amen. 
Diana Ng/CAFOD 
 
 

 
Facebook 

We try our hardest to ‘post’ as much as is reasonably possible on our Facebook page. The children 
receive tremendous opportunities for enrichment, growth, as well as personal development. 
Maintaining our page is almost the equivalent of a full-time job (!), but we do try to show a selection 
of activities which have taken place across the week.  
 
A huge thank you must go to the staff for their support and creativity in sourcing and arranging our 

educational visits and after-school clubs. Without their commitment and dedication, visits to places including Marsden 
Rock, The Working Farm, at Brancepeth, and Shipley Art Gallery wouldn’t take place.  
 

 
New Board Games 
We are delighted to announce that we have purchased a selection of new board games, including chess, for our pupils 
at the junior school, to help with their problem solving and reasoning skills. We have created a lunchtime club rota, 
which will enable pupils to participate in an indoor club, during the week, if they wish to do so.   

 
 
Palm Sunday and Stations of the Cross Services 
A huge thank you to the staff team, who worked tirelessly with the pupils to deliver 
very beautiful and poignant services, this week. We hope you enjoyed participating 
in our pre-Holy week celebrations!   
 
Next week’s Holy Week Service times are: 

 
Maundy Thursday – Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 7pm 

Good Friday Liturgy - 3pm 
Easter Vigil – 5pm 

 

 
 



Staffing Update 
Today, we say a sad farewell to Mrs Ewens, who has been working alongside our Reception cohort. We are equally 
delighted to welcome two new teaching assistants to the team. Mrs Stobbart will be based in St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Infant School and Miss Chapman will be based at St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School.  
 
We also welcome back Miss Chadd, our Durham SCITT student, who will be working very closely alongside Miss 
Broadbent in our Year 1 cohort. 
 

 
Reminder: DfE Funded Breakfast Club – Early Adopters – INFANTS ONLY 
The DfE funded 30-minute breakfast club will commence from Monday 28th April.  

 For the 7:45am – 8:05am session, there will be an associated cost of £1.50. 
 Please note that, even though breakfast club at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School will be free, we will need 

to operate a strict booking policy to ensure that we have sufficient pupil to staff ratios.  
 The free breakfast club will operate from 8:05 – 8:35am.  
 Our soft start to the school day commences from 8:35am.  

 
On Arbor, there will be two options to choose from within the ‘Early Adopter Breakfast Club’ so please take care 
when selecting from the time slots available.  Please note that you will need to top up your account before being able 
to select the payable option. 

 7:45am – 8:35am (£1.50) 
 8:05am – 8:35am (free) 

 
 
Chocolate Tombola 
Thank you for your kind donations for the Easter chocolate tombola on Wednesday 9th April. The 
children really enjoyed the raffle! Thank you for your generosity! We raised over £130.  
 
 

 
Big Lent Walk/Tuck Shop 
We raised over £100 for Cafod. Thank you for your support.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Year 2 to Year 3 transition 
We have organised for Year 2 pupils to visit the junior school to find out what life is 
like on the afternoon session of Monday 19th May and Tuesday 17th June. On these 
days, we will walk pupils to and from the junior school, so that they can be collected 
from the infant school; this will avoid any potential complications with after-school 
clubs.  
 
 
 
 

Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school: Mrs K. Swaddle 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school: 

Mrs E. McConnell and Mrs A. Snaith and Mrs J. Smith. 

 
 

 
Dates for the Diary  

(Please note that these dates are subject to change) 
 

INSET day:  
Friday 27th June 2025 

 



Tuesday 29th April – Nourish Food School - Year 5 Parent and pupil sessions 

Thursday 1st May – Year 1 Creative Arts Parent and pupil workshops 2:15pm 

Thursday 1st May – Vision Screening for Reception Class 

Monday 5th May – Bank Holiday Monday 

Wednesday 7th May – Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service – 9:00am 

Monday 12th – Thursday 15th – Year 6 SATs week (End of KS2 Assessment week) 

Friday 16th May – Year 6 to Newburn Activity Centre 

Saturday 17th May – First Holy Communions for Year 4 children at 10:00am 

Monday 19th May – Year 2 Transition to SJJB – PM session (collect from infant school) 

Tuesday 20th May – Year 1 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Tuesday 20th May – Year 6 Independent Cooking with Nourish Food Schools 

Friday 23rd May – Mass in Church – 10:00am 

Friday 23rd May – Years 4 & 6 Fun Run at Saltwell Park 

Monday 2nd June - Year 6 Bus Induction - AM 

Wednesday 4th June – Year 4 Celebration of the Word – 9:00am 

Monday 9th June – Friday 13th June – Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Testing Window 

Monday 9th June – Reception and Year 6 Heights and Weights – AM 

Tuesday 10th June – Reception Class Celebration of the Word – 8:55am 

Thursday 12th June – Year 3 Visit to The Discovery Museum 

Friday 13th June- Father’s Day Shop 

Monday 16th June – SJJB Sports Day AM session, SJIB Sports Day PM session - in partnership with Gateshead Schools Sports 

Partnership (Further details to be announced in due course – but sports day will take place on Welfare Ground for both schools, at 

different times) 

Tuesday 17th June – Year 6 Transition at Cardinal Hume & Lord Lawson 

Tuesday 17th June – Year 2 Transition to SJJB – PM session (collect from infant school) 

Wednesday 18th June – Year 3 Celebration of the Word – 9:00am 

Thursday 19th June – New Reception Class Induction Meeting - 2:00pm 

Monday 23rd June – Infant School Trip to Centre of Life 

Monday 23rd June - Year 6 visit to YMT Primary Festival 

Thursday 26th June – Careers Event at Cardinal Hume for Year 5 Pupils 

Thursday 26th June – New Reception Class – Family Transition Meetings 

Friday 27th June – INSET Day – School closed to pupils 

Monday 30th June and Tuesday 1st July – Transition Day for Cardinal Hume & Lord Lawson 

Monday 30th June – Transition morning (Current Year 2s to be dropped off at St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School; pupils will 

return after lunch to SJIB) – new Reception pupils will be invited into school in two different groups for the morning session 

Tuesday 1st July – Year 1 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Wednesday 2nd July – Big Sing for Mini-Singers at The Glasshouse – All SJIB pupils 

Wednesday 2nd July – Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service – 9:00am 

Thursday 3rd July – Year 5 BWCET Celebration of Sport at Gateshead Stadium 

Tuesday 8th July – Year 2 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Wednesday 9th July – Years 3 & 4 Big Sing – Zero Gravity at The Glasshouse 

Wednesday 9th – Friday 11th July – Bikeability for Year 6 

Tuesday 15th July – Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly – 9:00am 

Friday 18th July – End of Year Mass – Year 6 to lead – 10:00am 

 
Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information 


