
Reception 
Summer 1

Life Cycles/Change
Knowledge Organiser

This half term we will be:

• Learning all about life cycles and 

changes within our environment 

• Taking part in National Gardening 

Week – where we will be planting 

in our outdoor area.

• Exploring numbers to 20 and 

beyond, counting forwards and 

backwards from any number  – 

being introduced to counting in 2s 

and 10s.

Physical Development:
PE –  To control small games equipment 

when transporting, collecting and throwing, 

understanding rules and games. 

- To aim, roll, track and collect a ball when 

aiming at a target. 

Fine motor–  To further refine accuracy 

when utilising scissors.

-To develop wrist, arm and shoulder 

control when using large scale gardening 

tools including watering cans. 

Focus songs/ hymns

The Growing Song

If I were a butterfly

Rhymes

When I was one

Wiggly Woo

Here is the Beehive

Five Little Speckled Frogs



Reception Religious Education:  Pentecost - Serving

Vocabulary:
Good news,

Share,

Pentecost, 

Promise,

Holy Spirit,

Easter,

Alleluia

Children will:
Know and Understand:

• That everyone has Good News to share (Explore)

• Pentecost: the celebration of the Good News of Jesus 

(Reveal)

• Acquire the skills of assimilation, celebration and application 

of the above (Respond)

Prior learning:
The ways in which we grow and that Lent is a time to grow 

more like Jesus and look forward to Easter.



Reception Phonics

In our phonics lessons, we will:

• Continue to consolidate previously taught sounds

• Show confidence in recognising digraph sounds

• Be able to confidently read simple words/phrases 

• Read common exception words and become more confident 

in finding these in the books we read



Reception Literacy

Our key texts this half term are:

The children will learn to:

• Use an adjective when orally composing a 

sentence that describes.

• Distinguish between fiction and non-fiction.

• Describe a story setting in detail.

• Describe a Wild Thing using an image as a 

stimulus.

• Use gestures to support their description.

• Use adjectives to assist description.  

The children will learn to:

• Organise thoughts into a sequence of 

simple sentences. 

• Orally use verbs in a sentence. 

• Use recently acquire vocabulary to 

demonstrate an understanding of what has 

been read. 

• Write simple factual sentences that direct. 

• Understand that instructions must be 

written in the correct order.

• Practise the vocabulary learned. 

The children will learn to:

• Orally compose a sentence with a subject and 

verb.

• Recognise rhyme in a text and identify words 

that rhyme.

• Read simple phonetically decodable words and 

simple sentences. 

• Understand the purpose of a rule. 

• Write simple sentences that rhyme. 

• Spell high frequency words. 

• Speak clearly and loudly so they can be 

understood and heard. 



Reception Mathematics 

To 20 and beyond

-Build numbers beyond 10

-Continue patterns beyond 10

-Verbal counting beyond 20
-Verbal counting patterns

How many now?

-Add more

-How many did I add?

-Take away
-How many did I takeaway?



Reception

Understanding the World

Expressive Arts and Design

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development

• To understand the beginning of a life-cycles – through 

the development of a tadpole to a frog and a 

caterpillar to a butterfly as well as baby to an elderly 

person. 

• To show children pictures of Birtley from 100 years 

ago to present day – what has changed and what is 

different? 

• To begin to draw and create a map using real 

pictures/objects or symbols 

• To understand and demonstrate how to care newly 

planted flowers - exploring the natural world around 

them.  

• To know and talk about the different factors that support their overall 

wellbeing (regular physical activity, healthy eating, tooth brushing, sensible 

amounts of ‘screen time’, having a good sleep routine, being a safe 

pedestrian.

• To understand about the importance of how to be responsible when 

caring for living creatures. 

• To develop an appreciation of how we should treat one another e.g. rules 

of society 

Our focus this half term will be on the Artist, Alma 

Thomas, who is known for her mosaic-like paintings. 

We will be learning to:

• use a wide range of tools at a developmentally 

appropriate level, selecting the most appropriate 

tool for the job in question – demonstrating 

increasing control and confidence. 

• use self-service paint bar mixing colours without 

fear ensuring that their colour product matches 

their chosen purpose 
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