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All are welcome in this place... info@sjib.bwcet.com
info@sjjb.bwcet.com

Friday 7th March 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

Parents’ Evening
Parents’ evening will take place on Monday 10t and Thursday |3t March for all classes except Year 3, which will be

Wednesday 12t and Thursday |3t March. ‘Guardian consultation’ appointments have now all been made, please
check Arbor for your timeslots.

First Holy Communicants Sacrament of Reconciliation Service

St. Joseph’s Church will be holding a Penitential Service for pupils in Years 3-6, on
Monday [0t March, at 2pm.

We expect that each Year 4 Communicant will have at least one parent/carer family
representative to support them, during the service. Our Year 4 pupils will also be
leading us in the retelling of the story of Zaccheaus. We look forward to celebrating
this important service with all of our Key Stage 2 pupils.

DfE Funded Breakfast Club — Early Adopters

You may have seen from the media that the DfE are launching a trial of ‘free breakfast
clubs’ to 750 selected schools, across England. We applied for both schools to
participate in the pilot programme; however, only St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School
was successful. The scheme is very much a trial to assess whether there is an option
E!. E for national roll-out. The DfE are willing to listen to feedback and our thoughts and
ek views on the process.

Breakfast Club - DfE Early
Adopters

E&r‘_ The roll-out is due to commence after we return from the Easter holidays. The DfE
are only funding 30-minutes of ‘free breakfast club’ and we are acutely aware that many
parents use our breakfast clubs from 7:45am because their individual work
commitments commence at 8am.

Consequently, we will opt to keep breakfast club start time at 7:45am. Please note that, even though breakfast club
at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School will be free, it will still be necessary to book a place, to ensure that we have
sufficient pupil to staff ratios. There may continue to be a small charge for the 7:45am — 8:05am session if you choose
to use this time slot; however, we will only be able to confirm this once we have analysed your survey responses.

In order to support our planning and staffing, we therefore ask that all of our Infant families only,
complete a Microsoft Form, even if you do not intend to use breakfast club. Please complete a
separate form, for each pupil. https://forms.office.com/e/3Sy4s0FyBI|

N.B. This survey has a completion deadline of Friday 14t March.
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TUI's Classroom Commitment

o
Only available until 3Ist March, and exclusive to schools, every holiday booked with TUI via
easyfundraising by a supporter of your school, will raise a £100 donation*. So, if 5 parents book a
TUI holiday, that’s £500 raised!

While most retailers on the easyfundraising platform offer a percentage of spend back as a donation, as part of their
and TUI's commitment to supporting education causes this month, all bookings made with TUI in March will raise
£100 for your school. No minimum spend is required, so if you haven’t joined yet, there really is no better time.

We have registered both schools separately — so please use the school’s postcodes — DH3 2PN (Juniors) or DH3
LU (Infants) when booking your holidays.

What is easyfundraising?

easyfundraising is a free, easy, and accessible way for parents to support your school. The entire school community simply shop
online with their favourite retailers, including ebay, Tesco, TUI, Etsy, Argos, M&S, and 8,000 others via the easyfundraising
app to collect free funding, courtesy of the retailer, with every purchase! To date, more than £/16m has been raised for schools
across the UK, so don’t miss out.

Celebration of the Word
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When we come together during our Celebration of the Word services, we ask you to f ‘
remember that these are shared prayer times, between pupils and our wider community.

More recently, we have noticed a number of parents/carers bringing and drinking cups of m— \
coffee and talking or texting, during the services. Please ensure that you give our = 1 -
Celebration of the Word services the same level of respect that you would afford to Mass

in church. Thank you for your understanding.

w \*'\/ . Communication and Parental Support
N KLY
\/s\u s

Vo (e 4 Please note that communications which come from Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Education

Trust have been sent on the two schools’ behalf. We would also like to reiterate the
messages which we stated at Christmas time.
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We ;/ery much appreciate and value our community and the relationships that we have with you all, and would like to take
this opportunity to remind our parents that we have a Parent and Carer Code of Conduct, which can be found on our website.
Parent-Code-of-Conduct-Final-June-23.pdf

[ R4

Our Code of Conduct is based on mutual respect between staff, parents and carers. We expect parents and carers to respect
the caring ethos of our school where ‘All are welcome’. Our staff should not fear harassment or intimidation and they expect
to be spoken to in a respectful manner, at all times.

As valued members of our school community, we ask parents and carers to be models of respectful behaviour
towards one another whilst in our school, including on the school grounds at drop-off and collection times.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Chocolate Tombola Chocolate
Tombola

We are going to hold an Easter chocolate tombola on Wednesday 9t April.

We would therefore like to request donations of chocolate eggs/chocolate
bars/Easter eggs, by Monday 7t April. Thank you for your generosity!

WEDNESDAY 9TH APRIL
AFTERNOON SESSION
ey

@stjosey ley
PLEASE BRING IN DONATIONS

7Pk, BY MONDAY 7TH APRIL
I
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Disco

Our spring disco is being held on Tuesday Ist April at St Joseph’s Catholic Club. The SJIB disco times will be 4pm —
5:15pm and §JJB disco times will be 5:15pm — 6:30pm.

Tickets are now available for purchase at £2.50 each, via the Arbor School Shop.

Mother’s Day Shop

‘W/@ :

On Friday 28th March, we will be holding a Mother's Day shop at both
schools, where children can buy a small gift for someone special, if they ER &
wish.

Gifts will range from £1.50 to £5.00 each. Children can bring cash into {)m‘:
i ’ i > .

school on the morning - we’d be grateful for change, wherever possible
please.

W Big Lent Walk/Tuck Shop

As always, each Lent, we support Cafod — the Catholic Agency for Oversees
Development by participating in The Big Lent Walk. During Lent, Tuck shop will
still be available for those children who have not given up sweets/chocolate as

S e part of their fasting. We will donate the profits made from tuck-shop to Cafod,
|nstead of holding a separate ‘sponsored event’. However, if you would like to make a separate donation, because
your child has given up chocolate or sweets, then please feel free to do so.

Celebration of the Word Service

Please note that we have added a date into the diary for Reception Celebration of the Word Service on Tuesday st
April 2025 at 8:55am.

Uniform Reminders

Our uniform policy can be found here: https://stjosephcatholicschoolsbirtley.org/parents/school-uniform/
and we would like to draw your attention to the following:

Earrings:
¢ No bracelets, necklaces, earrings or facial/body piercings are permitted.
e Pupils should not have their ears pierced at times which would necessitate the wearing of ‘sleepers’ in
school time.
e No make-up.
¢ No false nails, coloured nail varnish, gel polish or acrylics.

Hair Styles:
¢ Hair gel, hair colours or lines shaved into hair are not permitted
e We recommend children with long hair, tie it up for school.
¢ No extreme haircuts including lines or extreme differences in length.
e No skin fades with ‘no blade / zero’ and no hair should be shorter than a No 2.

Please note that on non-PE days leggings are not part of school uniform. Thank you for your cooperation.
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We can’t wait to host our Nourish Food School workshops! This year, we will
be focusing on Mexican cuisine! Please arrive 5-minutes before your workshop

NOURISH start time.

FOOD SCHOOL Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school: Mrs K. Swaddle
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school:
Mrs E. McConnell and Mrs A. Snaith and Mrs J. Smith.

Dates for the Diary
(Please note that these dates are subject to change)

INSET day:
Friday 27" June 2025

Monday 10" and Tuesday | 1™ March — Nourish Food School at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School
Monday 10" March — First Holy Communion — Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penitential Service for all KS2 pupils) at 2:00pm
Monday 10" March — Year 6 Hockey Tournament at Lord Lawson
Monday 10" March — Parents’ Evening — 3:30pm — 6:00pm (except Year 3)

Wednesday 12 March 2025 — Year 5 Transition Singing Day at Cardinal Hume School
Wednesday 12" March — Year 3 Celebration of the Word Service at 9:00am
Wednesday 12" March — Parents’ Evening — 3:30pm — 6:00pm (Year 3 only)

Thursday 13™ March — Early Years Creative Arts Workshop for Reception parents and pupils at 2:15pm
Thursday 13™ March — Parents’ Evening — 3:30pm — 6:00pm
Monday 17" March — Year 6 Basketball Finals at Whickham School
Tuesday 18" March — Year | Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Tuesday 18" March — Year 3 Trip to Little White Farm
Thursday 20™ March — EY Multi-Sport Festival at Gateshead International Stadium
Friday 21** March — Mass to celebrate St Joseph’s Feast Day 2:00pm (children will return to school for collection as normal)
Tuesday 25" March — Dance Festival for Year 4 and Year 2 at The Glasshouse (Sage, Gateshead) — Year 4 children to be dropped
off at the infant school for morning registration
Thursday 27™ March — Relic of Blessed Carlos Acutis at St Bede’s Lanchester
Friday 28" March — Mother’s Day Shop
Monday 31* March - Nourish Food School — Year 3/4 Parent and pupil sessions
Tuesday 1** April - Nourish Food School — Year 3/4 Parent and pupil sessions
Tuesday |** April — Reception Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Tuesday |** April — Years | & 2 Trip to Shipley Art Gallery
Tuesday 1* April — Disco — 4pm — 5:15pm — Infant Disco; 5:15pm — 6:30pm — Junior Disco
Tuesday 8" April — Years 4 & 5 Trip to The Wherry, Whitburn
Wednesday 9" April — Palm Sunday Liturgy — Year 2 to lead at St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley
Thursday 10™ April — Key Stage 2 to lead Stations of the Cross at St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley
Tuesday 29 April — Nourish Food School - Year 5 Parent and pupil sessions
Thursday |** May — Year | Creative Arts Parent and pupil workshops 2:15pm
Wednesday 7% May — Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service — 9:00am
Monday 12" — Thursday 15" — Year 6 SATs week (End of KS2 Assessment week)

Friday 16™ May — Year 6 to Newburn Activity Centre
Saturday 17* May — First Holy Communions for Year 4 children at 10:00am

Tuesday 20" May — Year | Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am




Tuesday 20" May — Year 6 Independent Cooking with Nourish Food Schools
Friday 23" May — Mass in Church — 10:00am
Wednesday 4™ June — Year 4 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Monday 9" June — Friday 13" June — Year | Phonics Screening Check Testing Window
Tuesday 10" June — Reception Celebration of the Word — 8:55am
Friday 13 June- Father’s Day Shop
Monday 16™ June — SJJB Sports Day AM session, SJIB Sports Day PM session - in partnership with Gateshead Schools Sports
Partnership (Further details to be announced in due course — but sports day will take place on Welfare Ground for both schools, at
different times)
Tuesday 17" June — Year 6 Transition at Cardinal Hume School

Wednesday 18" June — Year 3 Celebration of the Word — 9:00am
Monday 23" June — Infant School Trip to Centre of Life
Monday 23" June - Year 6 visit to YMT Primary Festival

Thursday 26™ June — Careers Event at Cardinal Hume for Year 5 Pupils
Friday 27" June — INSET Day — School closed to pupils
Monday 30 June and Tuesday | July — Transition Day for Cardinal Hume School
Monday 30" June — Transition morning (Current Year 2s to be dropped off at St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School; pupils will
return after lunch to SJIB)
Tuesday 1** July — Year | Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Wednesday 2™ July — Big Sing for Mini-Singers at The Glasshouse — All SJIB pupils
Wednesday 2™ July — Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service — 9:00am
Tuesday 8" July — Year 2 Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Wednesday 9 July — Years 3 & 4 Big Sing — Zero Gravity at The Glasshouse
Tuesday 15" July — Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly — 9:00am
Friday 18" July — End of Year Mass — Year 6 to lead — 10:00am

Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information
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