
  

 

  

  

 

 

All are welcome in this place… info@sjib.bwcet.com  

info@sjjb.bwcet.com 

 

Friday 7th February 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We are excited to bring you the latest happenings, achievements, and upcoming events at our schools, this term. The spring 

term symbolises new beginnings and growth and our students and staff are flourishing with energy and creativity! 

 

After a hugely successful careers campaign and a fantastic Year 5/6 residential to Robinwood, we are returning our attention 

to the curriculum and the happiness that the season of spring brings to us all. On behalf of governors, we would like to thank 

the staff who accompanied the children on the residential. Without the staff, and their willingness and passion to support your 

children, the residential wouldn’t be the success that it is. Residential experiences are a vital part of pupils’ personal 

development: our pupils grow and mature, quickly, when challenging themselves to complete new and exciting tasks. We will 

inform you all once final details for the 2025-2026 residential have been confirmed.   

 

Bishop Stephen Wright:  

We are delighted to welcome Bishop Stephen Wright to St. Joseph’s Catholic 

Infant and Junior Schools, Birtley.  

On Tuesday 11th February, Bishop Stephen is coming to celebrate Mass in St. Joseph’s, 

Church, at 9:30am. We request that all pupils attend school promptly, so that we are ready 

to leave school at 9:15am.  

You are all welcome to attend our Mass, which will celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of 

Lourdes. As always, please leave the centre aisles for the children, but please feel free to sit 

in the side aisle.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Year of Jubilee 2025: 

The Holy Father has decided that 2025 will be a year of Jubilee, something which happens 

every 25 years. The theme is ‘Pilgrims of Hope’. During Bishop Stephen’s visit, we will ask 

him to bless our newly designed ‘Doors of Hope’. At the infants, this will be in the interior 

door, as you enter the main corridor, and, at the juniors, this will be the door as you enter 

school, via the parental gate. We have also commissioned two small plaques to mark the 

‘Year of Hope’/Pilgrims, which we will also ask him to bless, during Mass.  

 

 

 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Blessed Carlo Acutis Relic Tour:  

Blessed Carlo Acutis, patron of our Trust, is scheduled to be the first millennial saint. He 

will be canonised to Sainthood, in April 2025. A relic of Blessed Carlo will visit our diocese 

between 26th-30th March 2025. There will be an opportunity to attend Mass and 

Veneration in the presence of the relic and listen to talks about the life of Blessed Carlo, 

on Saturday 29th March, from 10:30am until 3pm, at Cardinal Hume Catholic School, 

Wrekenton, NE9 6RZ.  

 

There will also be an exhibition of Blessed Carlo's website, and an opportunity for 

confession throughout the day. All are welcome; however, tickets are required for events 

– but please note that they are free.   

 

A small group of pupils will also be representing our school and visiting Blessed Carlo’s relic at St. Bede’s, Lanchester, 

on Thursday 27th March.  

 

For further information and to book a ticket please visit the website: CarloAcutis.bwcet.com 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Thank you, Fr. Martin: 

Fr. Martin has kindly bought our pupils a prayer card devoted to St. Joseph, which he will 

bless and give to the children around the time of the Feast of St. Joseph. Please keep and 

treasure the prayer card.  

 

Each Friday afternoon, Fr. Martin attends both schools to bless the children with Holy Water. 

We are very grateful for the support and care he shows to our community.  

 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Sporting Champions: 

A big well done to our basketball team, who recently won the Year 6 basketball 

event at Cardinal Hume. They will now participate in the final, on Monday 17th 

March. The children showed tremendous skills and sportsmanship, during their 

first tournament: winning all 6 games, as well as the final 4-0.  

 

One of our players achieved an impressive 18 points, overall! Well done!  

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Nourish Food School: 

Following on from last year’s introduction to our ‘creative health’ initiative, we 

are delighted that the Nourish Food School Community Interest Company has 

agreed to come back and deliver a second parent and pupil cookery session. 

 

For those parents/carers who are new to our school, we send out an MS Form 

approximately 3-weeks before the workshop date. You can select the session 

time which works out best for your commitments. 

 

Session times are typically: 9:00am -10:15am, 10:30am – 11:45am, 1:15pm – 2:30pm.  

 

Dates for Nourish Food School: 

Monday 10th and Tuesday 11th March – Nourish Food School at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School for Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 2 Parent and pupils.  

Monday 31st March - Year 3 Parent and pupil sessions 

Tuesday 1st April - Year 4 Parent and pupil sessions 

Tuesday 29th April – Year 5 Parent and pupil sessions 
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Tuesday 20th May – Year 6 Independent cooking (pupils only session) 

 

 

School Meal & Breakfast Club Balances 

 

Please be reminded that school meal and breakfast club balances must remain in credit at all times.  It would be much 

appreciated if top-ups to your account can be made each weekend, for the week ahead. 

 

 

School Photographs 

 

School photographs will now be taken on Monday 3rd March, which is the day we return from the February half-term 

break.  On the day, please ensure that children come to school in full school uniform and if this is a PE day, we ask 

that the children bring their kit to change into.  (Any changes to the PE timetable will be advised in due course). 

 

If you wish for your child to have a photo taken with siblings who do not attend our school, and/or are split between 

the infant and junior schools, please attend either school at 8.30am prompt. 

 

Class photographs will also be taken on this day, which all parents/carers are able to purchase, so if you wish for 

your child not to be included in the group photo, please let us know. 

 

 

Parents’ Evening 

 

Parents’ evening will take place on Monday 10th and Thursday 13th March for all classes except Year 3, which will be 

Wednesday 12th and Thursday 13th March.  ‘Guardian consultation’ appointments will be available to book via Arbor, 

from Monday 10th February at 12 noon. 

 

 

Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school: Mrs K. Swaddle 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school: 

Mrs E. McConnell and Mrs A. Snaith and Mrs J. Smith. 

 

Dates for the Diary  

(Please note that these dates are subject to change) 

 

INSET day:  

Friday 27th June 2025 

 

Tuesday 11th February – Mass at 9:30am with Bishop Stephen, followed by visits to both schools  

Tuesday 11th February – Year 6 Hockey Tournament at Lord Lawson (unfortunately this is cancelled) 

Wednesday 12th February – Year 4 Celebration of the Word Service – 9am 

Monday 17th February – Year 4, 5 & 6 Trip to Vindolanda – All Day 

Tuesday 18th February – Reception Celebration of the Word Service – 9am 

Monday 3rd March – School Photographs 

Tuesday 4th March – Year 2 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Tuesday 4th March – Year 4 Hockey at Whickham School 

Monday 10th and Tuesday 11th March – Nourish Food School (at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School x1 session for all pupils – 

MS Form to be sent shortly) 

Monday 10th March – First Holy Communion – Sacrament of Reconciliation  

(Penitential Service for all KS2 pupils) 2pm in St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley  

Monday 10th March – Parents’ Evening – 3:30pm – 6:00pm (except Year 3) 

Wednesday 12th March 2025 – Year 5 Transition Singing Day at Cardinal Hume School 

Wednesday 12th March – Year 3 Celebration of the Word Service – 9am  



Wednesday 12th March – Parents’ Evening – 3:30pm – 6:00pm (Year 3 only) 

Thursday 13th March – 2:15pm Early Years Creative Arts Workshop for Reception parents and pupils 

Thursday 13th March – Parents’ Evening – 3:30pm – 6:00pm 

Tuesday 18th March – Year 1 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Thursday 20th March – EY Dance Sport Festival – AM session 

Tuesday 25th March – Dance Festival for Year 4 and Year 2 at The Glasshouse (Sage, Gateshead) 

Monday 31st March - Nourish Food School – Year 3 Parent and pupil sessions 

Tuesday 1st April - Nourish Food School – Year 4 Parent and pupil sessions 

Tuesday 1st April – Disco – 4pm – 5:15pm – Infant Disco; 5:15pm – 6:30pm – Junior Disco – To be confirmed 

Tuesday 8th April – Year 4/5 Trip to The Wherry, Whitburn 

Wednesday 9th April – Palm Sunday Liturgy – Year 2 to lead at St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley  

Thursday 10th April – Key Stage 2 to lead Stations of the Cross at St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley 

Tuesday 29th April – Year 5 Nourish Food School Parent and pupil sessions 

Thursday 1st May – Year 1 Creative Arts Parent and pupil workshops 2:15pm 

Wednesday 7th May – Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service – 9am 

Monday 12th – Thursday 15th – Year 6 SATs week (End of KS2 Assessment week) 

Friday 16th May – Year 6 to Newburn Activity Centre 

Saturday 17th May – 10am First Holy Communions for Year 4 children 

Tuesday 20th May – Year 1 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Tuesday 20th May – Year 6 Independent Cooking with Nourish Food Schools 

Friday 23rd May – Mass in Church – 10am  

Wednesday 4th June – Year 4 Celebration of the Word – 9am 

Monday 9th June – Friday 13th June – Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Testing Window 

Tuesday 10th June – Reception Celebration of the Word – 8:55am 

Monday 16th June – SJJB Sports Day AM session, SJIB Sports Day PM session - in partnership with Gateshead Schools Sports 

Partnership (Further details to be announced in due course – but sports day will take place on Welfare Ground for both schools, at 

different times) 

Tuesday 17th June – Year 6 Transition at Cardinal Hume School 

Wednesday 18th June – Year 3 Celebration of the Word – 9am 

Monday 23rd June – Infant School Trip to Centre of Life/ Year 6 Pupils to YMT Primary Festival 

Thursday 26th June – Careers Event at Cardinal Hume for Year 5 Pupils 

Friday 27th June – INSET Day – School closed to pupils 

Monday 30th June and Tuesday 1st July – Transition Day for Cardinal Hume School 

Monday 30th June – Transition morning (Current Year 2s to be dropped off at St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School; pupils will 

return after-lunch to SJIB). 

Tuesday 1st July – Year 1 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Wednesday 2nd July – Big Sing for Mini-Singers at The Glasshouse – All SJIB pupils – AM session 

Wednesday 2nd July – Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service – 9am 

Tuesday 8th July – Year 2 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Wednesday 9th July – Year 3 and 4 Big Sing – Zero Gravity at The Glasshouse – AM session 

Tuesday 15th July – Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly – 9am 

Friday 18th July – 10am End of Year Mass – Year 6 to lead 

 

Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information 
 

http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/bulletins.html

