St. Joseph’s
Catholic Infant
& Junior Schools
Birtley

B‘SHOP WILKINSON ‘

All are welcome in this place... info@sjib.bwcet.com

info@sjjb.bwcet.com

Friday 21st February 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

Please find attached a copy of the forthcoming St. John XXIII and St. Joseph’s Pilgrims of Hope/Year of Jubilee Mission
Week, led by Sister Briege McKenna OSC. Sister McKenna was miraculously healed during a celebration of the
Eucharist, at the age of 24, when she had been suffering with extensive rheumatoid arthritis. Mass and talks are
available at various times, during the course of the week.

l JUBILEE PRAYER

Father in heaven.
may the [aith you have given us
in your son, Jesus Christ. our brother.,
and the flame of charily enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spiril.
reawaken in us the blessed hope
[for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within both humanity and
the whole cosmos
in the sure expeclation
of a new heaven and a new earth.
when. with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee

reazaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope.

a yearning [or the treasures of heaven.

May that some grace spread

the joy and peace of our Redeemer

throughout the earth.

To you our God, elernally blessed,

be glory and praise for ever.
Amen.
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I Parishes of St John XXIII
| & StJoseph’s Mission Week

Saturday 15 March - Wednesday 19 March 2025

led by Sister Briege McKenna 0.S.C. and
Fr Pablo Escriva

SISTER BRIEGE MCKENNA 0.5.C

Was born in Ireland and entered the Sisters of St. Clare at the age of
fifteen. Following her final vows and after suffering for more than
three years with rheumatoid arthritis, she was transferred to her
community in Tampa, Florida, hoping that the Florida sunshine would
relieve her suffering. At the age of twenty-four, she was miraculously
and instantaneously healed during the celebration of the Eucharist
and some time later received, in prayer, the gift of healing for which
she has become so widely known.
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FR PABLO ESCRIVA DE ROMANI

Was born in Spain and ordained in Madrid 2009. He studied Theology
in the Faculty of San Damaso in Madrid, Spain. He worked
predominantly with the youth in the parish of St. Teresa of Jesus in
Madrid for several years. After that period, he went to Ukraine as a
missionary, working with Bishop Jan Sobilo in the Shrine of Merciful
God the Father, giving retreats and helping people from the war zone,
pro-life missions with doctors, and spiritual exercises for priests.

Mission Schedule

Sister Briege and Fr Pablo will speak at the following
Masses to introduce the Mission Week:
Saturday Vigil St Bede’s 5.00pm
Sunday St John Boste 9.30am
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11.00am

Monday 17 March 2025 (Reconciliation)
Our Lady Queen of Peace DH4 7JZ
10.00am Mass and mission talk
St Bede’s NE38 2HE
7.00pmMass mission talk and Service of Reconciliation

Tuesday 18 March 2025 (Prayer and the Power of the
Holy Spirit)
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate NE38 7HS
10.00am Mass and mission talk
St Bede’s NE38 2HE
7.00pm Mass and mission talk

Wednesday 19 March 2025 The Eucharist
(The Source and Summit of our Faith)
St Joseph’s DH3 1LJ
10.00am Mass and mission talk
St John Boste NE38 OLB
7.00pm Mass, mission talk and Eucharistic healing



Nourish Food School:
Following last year’s introduction to our ‘creative health’ initiative, we are
delighted that the Nourish Food School Community Interest Company has
agreed to come back and deliver a second parent and pupil cookery session.

NOURISH

For those parents/carers who are new to our school, we send out an MS Form
FOOD SCHOOL

approximately 3-weeks before the workshop date. You can select the session
time which works out best for your commitments.

Session times are typically: 9:00am -10:15am, 10:30am — | 1:45am, 1:15pm — 2:30pm.

Dates for Nourish Food School:

Monday 10t and Tuesday | It March — Nourish Food School at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School for Reception,
Year | and Year 2 Parent and pupils. Time slots have been emailed to you today.

Monday 3 1st March & Tuesday Ist April - Year 3/4 Parent and pupil sessions — Please complete MS Form.
Tuesday 29t April — Year 5 Parent and pupil sessions.

Tuesday 20t May — Year 6 Independent cooking (pupils only session).

PE Timetable

Please note that Year 5 will now cease swimming and Year 3 will now commence swimming, each Tuesday. As always,
please ensure that Year 3 have their full swimming kit. Please note that boys require swimming caps, as well
as girls. Year 5 PE days will now be on Thursdays and Fridays.

Year Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Reception YES
Year | YES YES
Year 2 YES YES
Year 3 YES Swimming

(although no
swimming on 18/3/25
due to trip to Little

White Farm)
Year 4 YES YES
Year 5 YES YES
Year 6 YES YES

(Hockey with
Gateshead SSP)

School Photographs

School photographs will now be taken on Monday 34 March, which is the day we return from the February half-term
break. On the day, please ensure that children come to school in full school uniform. If this is a PE day
(Years 2, 3 and 6), we ask that pupils bring their PE kits to change into.

If you wish for your child to have a photo taken with siblings who do not attend our school, and/or are split between
the infant and junior schools, please attend either school at 8.30am prompt.

Class photographs will also be taken on this day, which all parents/carers are able to purchase, so if you wish for
your child not to be included in the group photo, please let us know.




After-School Clubs

After-school clubs, for next half-term, are now ‘live’ and can be booked through the Arbor app.

Year Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
SJiB Andrew Cartright Film Club Games Club Lego Club Colouring Club
Football Club (Mini-indoor games
and board games
session)
)13 STAFF TRAINING Korean Club Arts and Crafts Multi-sports Club Homework Club
(Tuesday AM) Club
Musical Theatre
Dance
Gateshead FC
Football

Parents’ Evening

Parents’ evening will take place on Monday 10t and Thursday |3t March for all classes except Year 3, which will be
Wednesday |2t and Thursday |3t March. ‘Guardian consultation’ appointments are available to book via Arbor if
you haven’t already done so.

First Holy Communicants Sacrament of Reconciliation Service

St. Joseph’s Church will be holding a Penitential Service for pupils in Years 3-6, on Monday
| 0th March, at 2pm.

We expect that each Year 4 Communicant will have at least one parent/carer family
representative to support them, during the service. Parents/carers will be asked to come

W forward with their child, before the Sacrament, as part of the children’s introduction during
the first part of the service. Our Year 4 pupils will also be leading us in the retelling of the story of Zaccheaus. We
look forward to celebrating this important service with all of our Key Stage 2 pupils.

Computing @ St. Joseph's, Birtley
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Curriculum Videos:

e We have created short videos demonstrating aspects of our foundation subject
curriculums. These are available to watch on our YouTube site and can be accessed via

our school website by clicking on: Curriculum > Subject areas.

%) Geography @ St. Joseph's
By @ s s ity We hope you enjoy watching them!

| Design Technology Curriculum

Art and Design Curriculum

Computing Careers Geography History Design Art and Design
Technology
https://youtu.be/i | https://youtu.be/g | https://yout | https://youtu.be/ | https://youtu.be/ | https://youtu.be/A
6GOO0O0t_cjk 8PhLKoS9XI u.be/dSfo- MZ99rTL9]IM L6b9myH4A-8 vaoC_TNYos
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Little Way Books

Infant and Junior

‘My Day by Day’
Booklets

Thank you to the SVP and Fr. Martin for purchasing the ‘My Day by Day’ books for Lent and Easter. We will be using
the reflections with pupils as part of our Lenten preparations.

On behalf of staff and governors. Have a safe and blessed half-term holiday.

Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school: Mrs K. Swaddle
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school:
Mrs E. McConnell and Mrs A. Snaith and Mrs J. Smith.

Dates for the Dial
(Please note that these dates are subject to change)

INSET day:
Friday 27 June 2025

Monday 3™ March — School Photographs
Tuesday 4™ March — Year 2 Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Tuesday 4™ March — Year 4 Hockey at Whickham School
Wednesday 5% March — Ash Wednesday — Distribution of ashes in school (no mass)
Thursday 6™ March — World Book Day Special Lunch
Friday 7™ March — Celebrating World Book Day in school
Monday 10® and Tuesday | 1™ March — Nourish Food School at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School
Monday 10™ March — First Holy Communion — Sacrament of Reconciliation
(Penitential Service for all KS2 pupils) 2pm in St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley
Monday 10" March — Year 6 Hockey Tournament at Lord Lawson
Monday 10® March — Parents’ Evening — 3:30pm — 6:00pm (except Year 3)
Wednesday 12 March 2025 — Year 5 Transition Singing Day at Cardinal Hume School
Wednesday 12" March — Year 3 Celebration of the Word Service — 9am
Wednesday 12" March — Parents’ Evening — 3:30pm — 6:00pm (Year 3 only)
Thursday 13™ March — 2:15pm Early Years Creative Arts Workshop for Reception parents and pupils
Thursday 13™ March — Parents’ Evening — 3:30pm — 6:00pm
Monday 17* March — Year 6 Basketball Finals at Whickham School
Tuesday 18" March — Year | Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Tuesday 8™ March — Year 3 Trip to Little White Farm
Thursday 20" March — EY Dance Sport Festival — AM session
Friday 21°* March — Mass to celebrate St Joseph’s Feast Day 2:00pm (children will return to school for collection as normal)
Tuesday 25" March — Dance Festival for Year 4 and Year 2 at The Glasshouse (Sage, Gateshead) — Year 4 children to be dropped

off at the infant school for morning registration




Thursday 27* March — Relic of Blessed Carlos Acutis at St Bede’s Lanchester
Friday 28" March — Mother’s Day Shop
Monday 31** March - Nourish Food School — Year 3/4 Parent and pupil sessions
Tuesday 1** April - Nourish Food School — Year 3/4 Parent and pupil sessions
Tuesday |** April — Year |/2 Trip to Shipley Art Gallery
Tuesday |1** April — Disco — 4pm — 5:15pm — Infant Disco; 5:15pm — 6:30pm — Junior Disco — To be confirmed
Tuesday 8" April — Year 4/5 Trip to The Wherry, Whitburn
Wednesday 9" April — Palm Sunday Liturgy — Year 2 to lead at St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley
Thursday 10™ April — Key Stage 2 to lead Stations of the Cross at St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley
Tuesday 29™ April — Year 5 Nourish Food School Parent and pupil sessions
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Thursday 1** May — Year | Creative Arts Parent and pupil workshops 2:15pm
Wednesday 7" May — Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service — 9am
Monday 12® — Thursday 15" — Year 6 SATs week (End of KS2 Assessment week)
Friday 16™ May — Year 6 to Newburn Activity Centre
Saturday 17® May — 10am First Holy Communions for Year 4 children
Tuesday 20" May — Year | Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Tuesday 20" May — Year 6 Independent Cooking with Nourish Food Schools
Friday 23" May — Mass in Church — 10am
Wednesday 4™ June — Year 4 Celebration of the Word — 9am
Monday 9" June — Friday 3™ June — Year | Phonics Screening Check Testing Window
Tuesday 10" June — Reception Celebration of the Word — 8:55am
Friday 13 June- Father’s Day Shop
Monday |16™ June — SJJB Sports Day AM session, SJIB Sports Day PM session - in partnership with Gateshead Schools Sports
Partnership (Further details to be announced in due course — but sports day will take place on Welfare Ground for both schools, at
different times)
Tuesday 17" June — Year 6 Transition at Cardinal Hume School
Wednesday 18" June — Year 3 Celebration of the Word — 9am
Monday 23" June — Infant School Trip to Centre of Life/ Year 6 Pupils to YMT Primary Festival
Thursday 26™ June — Careers Event at Cardinal Hume for Year 5 Pupils
Friday 27 June — INSET Day — School closed to pupils
Monday 30 June and Tuesday | July — Transition Day for Cardinal Hume School
Monday 30" June — Transition morning (Current Year 2s to be dropped off at St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School; pupils will
return after-lunch to SJIB).
Tuesday I* July — Year | Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Wednesday 2™ July — Big Sing for Mini-Singers at The Glasshouse — All SJIB pupils — AM session
Wednesday 2™ July — Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service — 9am
Tuesday 8" July — Year 2 Celebration of the Word Service — 8:55am
Wednesday 9" July — Year 3 and 4 Big Sing — Zero Gravity at The Glasshouse — AM session
Tuesday 15" July — Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly — 9am
Friday 18" July — 10am End of Year Mass — Year 6 to lead

Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information




