
  

 

  

  

 

 

All are welcome in this place…  

 info@sjib.bwcet.com  

info@sjjb.bwcet.com 

 

Wednesday 18th December 2024 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

What a superb couple of Christmas filled weeks we 

have had!  

 

From Nativities, to Carol Services and a stellar 

performance of ‘The Angel who nearly missed it all…’, 

we are truly grateful for the exceptional way in which 

our children have conducted themselves throughout 

this Advent season.  

 

We also look forward to receiving a special visitor ‘Ho, ho 

ho!’ on Thursday morning, at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant 

School. 

 

Pupils can come into school in their party clothes on their Christmas party day. If your child has PE on their party 

day, then we have suggested that they bring in their PE kit, too, so that they can get changed. (However, please 

appreciate that our special visitor may alter some of our timetabled arrangements.) 

 

Christmas Party reminders: 

Thursday – SJIB Friday - SJJB 

 

Christmas Mass times at St. Joseph’s, Birtley, are as follows:  

Tuesday 24th December – 5:30pm (Carols) with Mass commencing at 6pm. 

Wednesday 25th December – 10:00am Mass 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School: 

Can we please ask that parents supervise their children at home 

time, while waiting on the yard? Please note that children can only 

use the equipment, if it is supervised by a member of staff. They are 

not permitted to use the equipment at home time. Thank you for 

your cooperation.  

 

 

 

 

 

Toddlers at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School: 

Toddlers will recommence the second week back (Wednesday 15th 

January), due to our Reception Parent and Pupil Reading workshop, 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Uniform Reminders: 

Our uniform policy can be found here: https://stjosephcatholicschoolsbirtley.org/parents/school-uniform/ 

 

Earrings: 

• No bracelets, necklaces, earrings or facial/body piercings are permitted. 

• Pupils should not have their ears pierced at times which would necessitate the wearing of ‘sleepers’ in 

school time. 

• No make-up. 

• No false nails, coloured nail varnish, gel polish or acrylics. 

 

Hair Styles: 

• Hair gel, hair colours or lines shaved into hair are not permitted 

• We recommend children with long hair, tie it up for school. 

• No extreme haircuts including lines or extreme differences in length. 

• No skin fades with ‘no blade / zero’ and no hair should be shorter than a No 2.  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parental Support: 

We very much appreciate and value our community and the relationships 

that we have with you all.  

 

We would like to take this opportunity to remind our parents that we have a 

Parent and Carer Code of Conduct, which can be found on our website. 

Parent-Code-of-Conduct-Final-June-23.pdf 

 

Our Code of Conduct is based on mutual respect between staff, parents and 

carers. We expect parents and carers to respect the caring ethos of our school where ‘All are welcome’. Our staff 

should not fear harassment or intimidation and they expect to be spoken to in a respectful manner, at all times. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Nourish Food School: 

 

Following on from last year’s introduction to our ‘creative health’ initiative, we 

are delighted that the Nourish Food School Community Interest Company has 

agreed to come back and deliver a second parent and pupil cookery session. 

 

For those parents/carers who are new to our school, we will send out an MS 

Form approximately 3-weeks before the workshop date. You can select the 

session time which works out best for your commitments. 

 

Session times are typically: 9:00am -10:15am, 10:30am – 11:45am, 1:15pm – 2:30pm.  

 

Dates for Nourish Food School: 

Monday 10th and Tuesday 11th March – Nourish Food School at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School for Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 2 Parent and pupils.  

Monday 31st March - Year 3 Parent and pupil sessions 

Tuesday 1st April - Year 4 Parent and pupil sessions 

Tuesday 29th April – Year 5 Parent and pupil sessions 

Tuesday 20th May – Year 6 Independent cooking (pupils only session) 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Robinwood Residential: 

 

We are very much looking forward to taking the year 5 & 6 pupils on the residential visit to Robinwood in January.  

Please remember to return your souvenir forms, no later than Friday 20th December and make payment for the 

items via the Arbor School Shop.  A letter detailing final arrangements will be made available shortly. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

After School Clubs: 

 

Clubs for the first half of the Spring term are now available to book on Arbor on a first come, first served basis.  

Payment must be made at the time of booking to guarantee a place and sessions are non-refundable. 

 

Today, we have added a Musical Theatre Dance Club with Miss Francis, who has professional dance experience.  It 

will be on a Tuesday, starting the second week back.  It is hoped that by Easter, the group will perform a mini 

show, for their parents/carers. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Admissions: 

 

We are proposing changes to the SJJB Admission Policy for 2026/27 and as a result are required to consult.  The 

consultation documentation can be found on the school website from 20th December 2024 and consultation will 

run until 31st January 2025.  We are consulting on a minor change to the oversubscription criteria - in relation to 

admission of St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School pupils. 

  

Please view the full letter by clicking the link: https://stjosephcatholicschoolsbirtley.org/about-us/admissions/ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Loving Father, 

Help us remember the birth of Jesus, 

that we may share in the song of the angels, 

the gladness of the shepherds, 

and worship of the wise men. 

Close the door of hate 

and open the door of love all over the world. 

Let kindness come with every gift 

and good desires with every greeting. 

Deliver us from evil by the blessing 

which Christ brings, 

and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 

May the Christmas morning 

make us happy to be thy children, 

and Christmas evening bring us to our beds 

with grateful thoughts, 

forgiving and forgiven, 

for Jesus’ sake. 

Amen. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

On behalf of governors and staff, may I take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy and blessed Christmastime 

and a joyful New Year.  

 

With every blessing, 

 

Mrs K. Swaddle. 

Executive Headteacher 
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Dates for the Diary  

(Please note that these dates are subject to change) 

 

INSET days:  

Monday 6th January 2025 and Friday 27th June 2025 

 

Wednesday 8th January – Reception Parental Reading Workshop – 8:55am 

Monday 13th January – Year 4 Library Visit – AM 

Tuesday 14th January – Year 5 and 6 Northumbria Police Workshop – AM 

Wednesday 15th January until Friday 17th January – Robinwood Residential Trip (Year 5 and Year 6) 

Monday 20th January – Friday 24th January – Careers Week 

Monday 20th January – Year 3 Library Visit – AM 

Tuesday 21st January – Year 1 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am and Year 1 Mathematics Parent and pupil workshop  

Friday 24h January – Mass at Church – 10am – Year 5 to lead 

Monday 27th January – Year 2 Library Visit – AM 

Monday 3rd February – Year 1 Library Visit – AM 

Tuesday 11th February – Mass at 9:30am with Bishop Stephen followed by visits to both schools  

Tuesday 11th February – Year 6 Hockey Tournament at Lord Lawson – PM 

Wednesday 12th February – Year 4 Celebration of the Word Service – 9am 

Monday 17th February – School Photos at both schools – AM 

Tuesday 18th February – Year 4, 5 & 6 Trip to Vindolanda – All Day 

Tuesday 18th February – Reception Celebration of the Word Service – 9am 

Tuesday 4th March – Year 2 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Tuesday 4th March – Year 4 Hockey at Whickham School 

Monday 10th and Tuesday 11th March – Nourish Food School (at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School x1 session for all pupils – 

MS Form to be sent shortly) 

Monday 10th March – First Holy Communion – Sacrament of Reconciliation  

(Penitential Service for all KS2 pupils) 2pm in St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley  

Monday 10th March – Parents’ Evening – 3:30pm – 6:00pm 

Wednesday 12th March 2025 – Year 5 Transition Singing Day at Cardinal Hume School 

Wednesday 12th March – Year 3 Celebration of the Word Service – 9am  

Thursday 13th March – 2:15pm Early Years Creative Arts Workshop for Reception parents and pupils 

Thursday 13th March – Parents’ Evening – 3:30pm – 6:00pm 

Tuesday 18th March – Year 1 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Thursday 20th March – EY Dance Sport Festival – AM session 

Tuesday 25th March – Dance Festival for Year 4 and Year 2 at The Glasshouse (Sage, Gateshead) 

Monday 31st March - Nourish Food School – Year 3 Parent and pupil sessions 

Tuesday 1st April - Nourish Food School – Year 4 Parent and pupil sessions 

Tuesday 1st April – Disco – 4pm – 5:15pm – Infant Disco; 5:15pm – 6:30pm – Junior Disco 

Tuesday 8th April – Year 4/5 Trip to The Wherry, Whitburn 

Wednesday 9th April – Palm Sunday Liturgy – Year 2 to lead at St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley  

Thursday 10th April – Key Stage 2 to lead Stations of the Cross at St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley 

Tuesday 29th April – Year 5 Nourish Food School Parent and pupil sessions 

Thursday 1st May – Year 1 Creative Arts Parent and pupil workshops 2:15pm 

Wednesday 7th May – Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service – 9am 

Monday 12th – Thursday 15th – Year 6 SATs week (End of KS2 Assessment week) 

Friday 16th May – Year 6 to Newburn Activity Centre 



Saturday 17th May – 10am First Holy Communions for Year 4 children 

Tuesday 20th May – Year 1 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Tuesday 20th May – Year 6 Independent Cooking with Nourish Food Schools 

Friday 23rd May – Mass in Church – 10am  

Wednesday 4th June – Year 4 Celebration of the Word – 9am 

Monday 9th June – Friday 13th June – Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Testing Window 

Tuesday 10th June – Reception Celebration of the Word – 8:55am 

Monday 16th June – SJJB Sports Day AM session, SJIB Sports Day PM session - in partnership with Gateshead Schools Sports 

Partnership (Further details to be announced in due course – but sports day will take place on Welfare Ground for both schools, at 

different times) 

Tuesday 17th June – Year 6 Transition at Cardinal Hume School 

Wednesday 18th June – Year 3 Celebration of the Word – 9am 

Monday 23rd June – Infant School Trip to Centre of Life/ Year 6 Pupils to YMT Primary Festival 

Thursday 26th June – Careers Event at Cardinal Hume for Year 5 Pupils 

Friday 27th June – INSET Day – School closed to pupils 

Monday 30th June and Tuesday 1st July – Transition Day for Cardinal Hume School 

Monday 30th June – Transition morning (Current Year 2s to be dropped off at St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School; pupils will 

return after-lunch to SJIB). 

Tuesday 1st July – Year 1 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Wednesday 2nd July – Big Sing for Mini-Singers at The Glasshouse – All SJIB pupils – AM session 

Wednesday 2nd July – Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service – 9am 

Tuesday 8th July – Year 2 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Wednesday 9th July – Year 3 and 4 Big Sing – Zero Gravity at The Glasshouse – AM session 

Tuesday 15th July – Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly – 9am 

Friday 18th July – 10am End of Year Mass – Year 6 to lead 

 

Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information 

http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/bulletins.html

