
  

 

  

  

 

 

All are welcome in this place… info@sjib.bwcet.com  

info@sjjb.bwcet.com 

 

Friday 20th December 2024 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Please find below a couple of reminders and updates for the spring term, including a letter from Side by Side Arts 

regarding musical tuition for our pupils. We strongly encourage you to consider music tuition for your children. We 

know that there are many benefits to musical tuition including:  

• Cognitive development: Music lessons can help improve memory, language, and spatial reasoning.  

• Academic performance: Students who study music are more likely to do well in school and on standardised tests.  

• Social skills: Music can help children develop better social skills.  

• Emotional wellbeing: Music can help reduce anxiety and stress, and improve mood.  

• Physical development: Music can help children develop motor skills and coordination 

 

Side By Side Arts 
Dunsmuir Grove 

Bensham 
Gateshead 

NE8 4QL 
 

19/12/2024 

 
Instrument Tuition 

Dear Parent / Guardian, 

 

We are pleased to let you know that Side By Side Arts are gathering interest for peripatetic music tuition for when 

the schools return, in January.  

 

Lessons will take place during school hours. To register interest, please complete 

our online form by clicking on the following link or scanning the attached QR code.  

 

https://forms.gle/Y7ngAWzUcfbYhwjw5 

 

Side By Side Arts will be in touch if your child has been given a place.  

 

If you have any further queries, please don’t hesitate to contact us on email to 

Info@SideBySideArts.org  

 

Please complete the link by 1st January 2025, so that we can arrange our timetables.  

 

Kind regards 

Phil Drew 

Studio Manager 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Physical Education Timetable: 

Please find attached the PE timetable for spring 1. Please note that Year 3 will commence swimming after February half-

term (instead of Year 5). 

 

Spring 1 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Reception    YES  

Year 1  YES  YES  

Year 2  YES 

(NU Foundation) 

 YES  

Year 3 YES    YES 

Year 4  YES 

(NU Foundation) 

 YES  

Year 5  Swimming   YES  

Year 6    YES YES 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Visits to school: 

Are you interested in a Reception place at our lovely infant school, for September 2025? 

If so, please contact our school office to make an appointment for one of the senior 

leadership team to show you round our settings – we’d be delighted to see you! Don’t 

be shy!        Just email info@sjib.bwcet.com so that we can find a mutually convenient 

time slot. We do have some vacancies in other year groups, should you know of any 

friends or family who are interested in moving schools. Reception admissions close on 

January 15th 2025.  

 

Please note that Year 3 (for current Year 2 pupils) admissions also close on January 15th 2025, too.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parents of pupils in Reception: 

Please remember that we are hosting a short reading workshop on Wednesday 8th January – at 

8:55am. You are most welcome – we will be discussing reading fluency and what we look for in 

our assessment of reading. We will also share a sample of books as well as a summary of our 

English curriculum. Pupils and parents will then work together with their children to look for the 

main components of reading fluency and we will share some of the Reception and Year 1 tricky 

words with you all.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Northumbria Police: 

Northumbria Police are coming into St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School in January 2025 to facilitate workshops to 

pupils in Years 5 and 6 focused on child exploitation, online vulnerability and grooming. They have asked us to 

circulate information pertaining to this topic to our community, particularly given that many of our pupils are likely 

to receive new consoles or online gaming devices. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bowmer and Kirkland Careers: 

Bowmer and Kirkland have kindly agreed to host careers workshops for us at both sites, 

on Friday 10th January. Their visit will include a presentation focused on the different 

careers that the firm offers in the world of building and engineering as well as practical 

hands-on experience Thank you to one of our parents for facilitating this experience!  

 

Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school: Mrs K. Swaddle 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school: 

Mrs E. McConnell and Mrs A. Snaith and Mrs J. Smith. 
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Have a wonderful and blessed Christmas, 

Mrs K. Swaddle.  

Executive Headteacher 

 

Dates for the Diary  

(Please note that these dates are subject to change) 

 

INSET days:  

Monday 6th January 2025 and Friday 27th June 2025 

 

Wednesday 8th January – Reception Parental Reading Workshop – 8:55am 

Friday 10th January – Bowmer and Kirkland Careers Event 

Monday 13th January – Year 4 Library Visit – AM 

Tuesday 14th January – Year 5 and 6 Northumbria Police Workshop – AM 

Wednesday 15th January until Friday 17th January – Robinwood Residential Trip (Year 5 and Year 6) 

Monday 20th January – Friday 24th January – Careers Week 

Monday 20th January – Year 3 Library Visit – AM 

Tuesday 21st January – Year 1 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am and Year 1 Mathematics Parent and pupil workshop  

Friday 24h January – Mass at Church – 10am – Year 5 to lead 

Monday 27th January – Year 2 Library Visit – AM 

Monday 3rd February – Year 1 Library Visit – AM 

Tuesday 11th February – Mass at 9:30am with Bishop Stephen followed by visits to both schools  

Tuesday 11th February – Year 6 Hockey Tournament at Lord Lawson – PM 

Wednesday 12th February – Year 4 Celebration of the Word Service – 9am 

Monday 17th February – School Photos at both schools – AM 

Tuesday 18th February – Year 4, 5 & 6 Trip to Vindolanda – All Day 

Tuesday 18th February – Reception Celebration of the Word Service – 9am 

Tuesday 4th March – Year 2 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Tuesday 4th March – Year 4 Hockey at Whickham School 

Monday 10th and Tuesday 11th March – Nourish Food School (at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School x1 session for all pupils – 

MS Form to be sent shortly) 

Monday 10th March – First Holy Communion – Sacrament of Reconciliation  

(Penitential Service for all KS2 pupils) 2pm in St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley  

Monday 10th March – Parents’ Evening – 3:30pm – 6:00pm 

Wednesday 12th March 2025 – Year 5 Transition Singing Day at Cardinal Hume School 

Wednesday 12th March – Year 3 Celebration of the Word Service – 9am  

Thursday 13th March – 2:15pm Early Years Creative Arts Workshop for Reception parents and pupils 

Thursday 13th March – Parents’ Evening – 3:30pm – 6:00pm 

Tuesday 18th March – Year 1 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Thursday 20th March – EY Dance Sport Festival – AM session 

Tuesday 25th March – Dance Festival for Year 4 and Year 2 at The Glasshouse (Sage, Gateshead) 

Monday 31st March - Nourish Food School – Year 3 Parent and pupil sessions 

Tuesday 1st April - Nourish Food School – Year 4 Parent and pupil sessions 

Tuesday 1st April – Disco – 4pm – 5:15pm – Infant Disco; 5:15pm – 6:30pm – Junior Disco 

Tuesday 8th April – Year 4/5 Trip to The Wherry, Whitburn 

Wednesday 9th April – Palm Sunday Liturgy – Year 2 to lead at St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley  



Thursday 10th April – Key Stage 2 to lead Stations of the Cross at St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley 

Tuesday 29th April – Year 5 Nourish Food School Parent and pupil sessions 

Thursday 1st May – Year 1 Creative Arts Parent and pupil workshops 2:15pm 

Wednesday 7th May – Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service – 9am 

Monday 12th – Thursday 15th – Year 6 SATs week (End of KS2 Assessment week) 

Friday 16th May – Year 6 to Newburn Activity Centre 

Saturday 17th May – 10am First Holy Communions for Year 4 children 

Tuesday 20th May – Year 1 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Tuesday 20th May – Year 6 Independent Cooking with Nourish Food Schools 

Friday 23rd May – Mass in Church – 10am  

Wednesday 4th June – Year 4 Celebration of the Word – 9am 

Monday 9th June – Friday 13th June – Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Testing Window 

Tuesday 10th June – Reception Celebration of the Word – 8:55am 

Monday 16th June – SJJB Sports Day AM session, SJIB Sports Day PM session - in partnership with Gateshead Schools Sports 

Partnership (Further details to be announced in due course – but sports day will take place on Welfare Ground for both schools, at 

different times) 

Tuesday 17th June – Year 6 Transition at Cardinal Hume School 

Wednesday 18th June – Year 3 Celebration of the Word – 9am 

Monday 23rd June – Infant School Trip to Centre of Life/ Year 6 Pupils to YMT Primary Festival 

Thursday 26th June – Careers Event at Cardinal Hume for Year 5 Pupils 

Friday 27th June – INSET Day – School closed to pupils 

Monday 30th June and Tuesday 1st July – Transition Day for Cardinal Hume School 

Monday 30th June – Transition morning (Current Year 2s to be dropped off at St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School; pupils will 

return after-lunch to SJIB). 

Tuesday 1st July – Year 1 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Wednesday 2nd July – Big Sing for Mini-Singers at The Glasshouse – All SJIB pupils – AM session 

Wednesday 2nd July – Year 5 Celebration of the Word Service – 9am 

Tuesday 8th July – Year 2 Celebration of the Word Service – 8:55am 

Wednesday 9th July – Year 3 and 4 Big Sing – Zero Gravity at The Glasshouse – AM session 

Tuesday 15th July – Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly – 9am 

Friday 18th July – 10am End of Year Mass – Year 6 to lead 

 

Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information 
 

http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/bulletins.html

