
Pillars of the English curriculum

Punctuation and Grammar · The children will learn to: Identify the object within a sentence, Use the pronouns it, Use the appropriate determiner (a/an) orally and in sentence 
writing.

Reading · Discuss the significance of the title and what it suggests to the reader. Make links from the story to prior learning about seasonal changes.

Writing · Write a description for a missing poster , Write a series of simple sentences that describe the leaves that Squirrel has lost, Use an appropriate 
determiner when writing sentences (a/an) 

Oracy Predict who the antagonist character is in the book, Confidently share ideas in full sentences , Continue to offer reasons to support their opinion

Punctuation and 
Grammar

·Use capital letters for proper nouns (people and places).Use the simple present tense when writing

Reading Discuss how the author uses descriptive language to create imagery, Make simple inferences about a character’s feelings. .

Writing Write a postcard to describe the setting, Write in the role of a character, Sequence sentences with adjectives to form a short description of a setting.

Oracy Hotseat a character about their feelings , Orally give descriptive phrases, Use descriptive phrases to give explanations and reasons for the characters 
actions. 

Punctuation and Grammar Add the suffix ‘-s’ to a noun to form a plural • Use and maintain the past tense when writing

Reading · The key themes are accidents, community and togetherness, Make simple predictions for what might happen in the story based on the title, Discuss the 
feelings of the character and the impact on its actions.

Writing · Write a simple explanation of how the neighbours saved Christmas, Write a sequence of sentences recounting what happened at the end of the story. 

Oracy Group debate on the main character and their actions The children will learn to: • (Begin to) Give reasons for their opinion • (Begin to) Disagree with 
someone else's opinion politely.

Punctuation and 
Grammar

Use capital letters for proper nouns (places) 

Reading · The key themes are traditions, journey and growth, Recognise the rhyming pattern in the book, Discus the authorial intent of the book, making links to 
the key themes.

Writing ·Write an advertisement for the Christmas Pine in Trafalgar Square, Recognise and use some simple features of an advertisement, Use adjectives to 
describe the subject of their advertisement using relevant vocabulary

Oracy Perform a small part of the book as a small group, Explore and use various tones of voice, Use tonal variation appropriately for different parts of the 
book to convey meaning
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History- 7 weeks of learning time.

In this unit the children will be learning about change and 
development. What has changed from when our 
grandparents/great-grandparents were younger in 
comparison to how we live now.

Key topics: 

Toys

Life

The war and evacuation

Transport 

Key 
terminology

Definition

Parent Your mother or 
father

Grandparent Parent of 
mother or 
father

Great-
Grandparent

Parent of 
grandparent 

World War Lots of different 
countries are in 
battle.

Transport How we get to 
different places.

Evacuation To leave 

This Unit builds on the last topic taught which was queen 
Elizabeth and also the art topic of queen Elizabeth portraits. 
The children have already been introduced to their recent 
past and family in EYFS.



Geography- 7 weeks of learning time

• Links to prior 
knowledge: The 
children will revisit the 
countries of the UK: 
England, Scotland, 
Wales and Northern 

Key 
terminolog
y

Definition

Village Smaller than a 
city or town.

countryside A location not in 
a city or town.

local Somewhere near 
us.

Case study of a village in the countryside: Rookhope

Assisi, Italy

• Key knowledge:

Disciplinary focus: 
Understanding places and 
connections/the UK and 
local area How is living in the 
countryside different to 
living in a city?



PE- Basketball 7 weeks of learning time andMulti- 
skills

Key learning: 

• To use a chest pass 

• To use a bounce pass.

•  To dribble a basketball 

• To begin to attack and 
defend. 

Prior Knowledge:

Pupils will build on prior learning 
from the previous topic of how to 
control, pass and catch a ball. By 
the end of this unit, pupils will be 
able to throw, catch and dribble a 
basketball. 

Key terminology

Chest pass

Attack

Defend 

Dribble 

Key terminology

Team

Participation 

Co-ordination

Bounce 

Striking 

Modify 

Modified Team Games To understand what makes 
a good game. To participate in games and develop 
them to modify each game. To bounce the ball 
when travelling and pass the ball to teammates 
during games. To demonstrate co-ordination 
when striking a ball. 





Judaism: Jewish prophets -Moses and the Jewish holy book- The Torah. 
Approximately 2 weeks 

Key terminology

Moses A prophet from the 
Judaism faith.

Leader Someone who guides 
others.

Pharoah The King.

Abraham A prophet from the 
Judaism faith.

Promise An agreement you will 
not break.

Key knowledge: 
- I know that God asked 

Moses to do a dangerous 
job. 

- I know that Moses was a 
good leader

Prior learning:
Year 1 Pupils have looked at 
appreciating the differences 
between people during PSHE.

Key Scriptures:
Exodus 2-3,12- Gods story 2 
pg19 

RE Objectives To find out what the Torah is.
 To understand the Torah is the special 
text for Jewish people, just as the Bible 
is special to Christians.
To recognise the story of Exodus.
 To retell the story of Moses and the 
Pharaoh. 









History: Queen Elizabeth II Approximately 8 weeks 
Key 
terminology 

Queen A female 
monarch after 
crowning.

War Fighting 
between 
countries 

The Blitz Intense 
bombing

The 
coronation

The crowning 
of a monarch

Princess Female 
member of a 
monarch's 
family.

Key knowledge 

To recognise stories about Elizabeth’s birth and 
childhood.
To learn about Queen Elizabeth’s life through WWII. 
(What did the queen do and see in the war? London in 
the war) The Blitz
To understand what the coronation is: what happened? 
who was involved? What did it mean?
To watch the coronation on black and white TV- why is it 
black and white.
To learn about the Queen’s children and family.
To learn about the Queen’s death and what next?

Learning Objectives

Pupils should be taught about: 
The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to 
national and international achievements. 
Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods



Geography- Living in a city. Newcastle. Approximately 8 weeks.
Key knowledge 
What’s it like in a city?
Case study: Local area or small area in Newcastle/Sunderland/Durham

Where is it? (UK map – England, Scotland, Wales, N Ireland)
What’s it like?
(looking at ground photos)
What can we see?
Locational and directional language (near/far; left/right)
Types of land use
Types of houses
Open space
Rivers, ponds and lakes
Getting around
Staying safe in a city
Contrasting small area in city (from same city or a different city in UK or overseas)
How are towns different from cities?

Learning Objectives

Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human 

and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom. 
Use aerial photographs.
Use world maps.

Key terminology

City A place where many people 
live close together

Park An outside space. Often with 
trees, benches and play 
equipment.

Bus station A place where buses stop to 
collect and drop off 
passengers.

Train station A place where trains stop to 
collect and drop off 
passengers.

United Kingdom Made up of four countries

House A building where one person 
or a family live.

Riverside The land by the side of the 
river.

Urban A place where people live 
and work closely together.

River Water that usually flows to 
the sea

Offices A room or building people 
live in.

Town A place where people live. It 
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