
  
 

  
  
  
  

All are welcome in this place…  
 
  info@sjib.bwcet.com  

info@sjjb.bwcet.com 
 
 

Tuesday 5th November 2024 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We hope you had a fabulous half-term and enjoyed the sunny weather.  
 
Mrs Nutton: 
Today, we temporarily say goodbye to Mrs Nutton, as she begins maternity leave.  We wish her well and hope she 
can enjoy a well-earned rest, before the safe arrival of her little one.  We look forward to hearing the news in the 
coming weeks; we will keep you updated! 
 
Visits to school: 
Are you interested in a Reception place at our lovely infant school, for September 2025? 
If so, please contact our school office to make an appointment for one of the senior 
leadership team to show you round our settings – we’d be delighted to see you! Don’t 
be shy! 놴놲놵놶놷놳 Just email info@sjib.bwcet.com so that we can find a mutually convenient 
time slot. We do have some vacancies in other year groups, should you know of any 
friends or family who are interested in moving schools.  
 
We will be hosting an open morning on Monday 2nd December between 9.30am and 11am for anyone 
interested in coming to see our Early Years provision. Please email info@sjib.bwcet.com to book a 
place.  
 
 

Social Media: 
It has been brought to our attention that there are a number of pupil social 
media groups, which include pupils from our school, as well as several other 
schools. Unfortunately, we understand that the messages being sent within the 
group are not in keeping with the values or virtues of our school, and we have 
significant concerns about our pupils being allowed unsupervised access to the 
WhatsApp groups. WhatsApp has an age rating of 13+.  
 
In school, we have taught pupils about the impact of such groups in our 

Relationships and Health Educations sessions and have explained to pupils about the impact of their digital footprint. 
The vast majority of pupils can articulate why it is unsafe to be part of these groups and are able explain the 
consequences of using derogatory language or calling other people names.  
 
We therefore ask for your support to check your child’s mobile phone on a daily basis – and keep a watch over their 
shoulder as they communicate via such groups. We also ask you to ensure that they remain safe on ‘live’ games 
consoles as pupils have informed us that they have been exposed to derogatory language and swearing while playing 
games. Please help to keep your child and other children safe.  
 
Attendance: 
A huge thank you for all of your help and support as we work together to achieve strong school attendance. Our 
attendance levels have been excellent; but there are still several children – particularly at the junior school, arriving 
late to school. Please note that ‘lates’ also count as unauthorised school absence which may require referral to the 
Local Authority. Pupils also miss out on a considerable amount of learning during this time. Thank you for your 
understanding.  
 
 
 



Uniform: 
As always, we ask you to ensure that all uniform is correctly 
labelled. We do try to ensure that children leave school wearing 
the jumpers and cardigans that they came to school in, but there 
may be an odd occasion where sometimes, your child picks up 
another child’s item. 
 
At the end of each half-term, we often have enough spare 
uniform to fill a small shop! Labels that are ‘ironed in’ or ‘sewn 
in’ are better than names written on with a permanent marker. 
It’s all about Roo does fantastic name labels –  
Custom name labels (hard surfaces) – It's all about Roo 
https://itsallaboutroo.com/products/custom-name-labels-hard-surfaces Click the link for more details. 
 
Holidays: 
 

Please note that we are not 
permitted to authorise holiday 
requests during term times. 
Changes across England came 
into force on 19th August 2024. 
Each holiday case will be referred 
to Gateshead Council who may 
issue a penalty notice to each 
parent of a child in accordance 
with their code of conduct. If 
there is more than one child, 
each parent will receive a penalty 

notice for each child of statutory school age who has had an unauthorised leave of absence. The penalty notice is a 
fine of £160 per parent (for each child) which must be paid within 28 days. The amount of the fine is reduced to 
£80 if the payment is made within 21 days. 
 
Details about how payment can be made are included with the penalty notice. However, payment in part or by 
instalment is not an option, and there is no statutory right of appeal once a notice has been issued. If the penalty 
notice is not paid, you may be prosecuted in the Magistrates Court for the original offence of failing to ensure your 
child's regular school attendance. This can result in a penalty of up to £2,500 and/or a community order and a criminal 
conviction. 
 
Parental Workshops for St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School: 
Workshops are planned as follows:  
Tuesday 19th November – 9:00am EY Number Workshop in Hall 
Tuesday 19th November at 2:45pm – Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Parental Workshop (Rescheduled date due 
to Ofsted inspection) 
Wednesday 8th January – 9:00am EY Reading Workshop in Hall 
Tuesday 21st January – 9:30am - Year 1 Number Workshop in Hall 
Thursday 13th March – 2:15pm EY Creative Arts Workshop in Hall 
Thursday 1st May – - 2:15pm - Year 1 Creative Arts Workshop in Hall 
 
School Meal & Breakfast Club Payments 
Please be reminded that your child’s school meal and breakfast club accounts should be in credit, at all times.  Please 
ensure that you ‘top up’ the necessary pots in Arbor in a timely manner, to avoid any negative balances going into 
each week.  We would encourage anyone who thinks they may be eligible and hasn’t already done so, to apply for 
free school meals – this is also applicable to infant children, even though they are currently entitled to universal infant 
free school meals, as school will benefit from additional funding, to help us purchase new resources for school.  Please 
apply here - Free school meals - Gateshead Council 
 
Robinwood Residential Payments: 
We ask that payments towards residential visits are made in a timely manner in accordance with the payment plan, 
therefore please pay any outstanding amounts by Friday of this week.  Thank you for your cooperation.  
 
 
 
 



The Poppy Appeal – Royal British Legion: 
 
This week, our Mini-Vinnies will be selling poppies and accessories for 
The Poppy Appeal. Recommended donations are 50p upwards – with 
accessories available to purchase for a donation of £1.  
 
We will be hosting our annual Remembrance Mass on Friday at 10am, 
in St. Joseph’s Church. We look forward to seeing you there.  
 

 
Children in Need Cake Sale: 
Our Mini-Vinnies will host a cake sale on Friday 15th November for Children In 
Need – but to do so, they need cakes! We are therefore asking for donations of 
shop-bought cakes (so that we have a list of ingredients for those children who have 
severe nut/milk/egg allergies) from families of children in Reception Class, Years 2, 4 
& 6 this time around.  We will ask for contributions from the other year groups, 
for an event, later in the year.  We thank you for your understanding. Please note 
that pupils are required to wear uniform on this day.  
 
Tuck-Shop: 
Tuck-Shop will recommence from Friday 22nd November – with items ranging from 50p upwards. We view tuck-
shop as a good way for children to handle money, and understand the principles of change, as well as communicating 
via dialogue in a formal manner. Tuck-shop also helps us to raise a small amount for school funds. 
 
Summer Fayre Funds: 
We are delighted to say that we have placed orders for new classroom reading areas for Reception, Year 1, 2 and 3 
with our summer fayre funds. The furniture is on order and we will be sure to send you all some snaps once it has 
been installed! Again, thank you for your generosity.  

 
Disco: 
We are holding our annual disco on Tuesday 19th November at St. Joseph’s Catholic Club. The 
disco will commence at 4:00 – 5:15pm for SJIB and 5:15pm – 6:30pm for SJJB. Virtual tickets 
are available to purchase on Arbor at £2.50 per child, with tuck-shop and other tattoos being 
available to purchase on the night. We look forward to seeing the children there!  
 

Parents’ Evenings: 
These are available to book via Arbor and are on Monday 11th November and Thursday 18th November.  
 
Headlice: 
Head lice and nits are very common in young children and their families. They are not caused by dirty hair and are 
picked up by head-to-head contact. To help contain the spread, we ask that all girls tie-up their hair.  
Visit NHS for more information - https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/ 
 
How to get rid of head lice 
Treat head lice as soon as you spot them. You can treat head lice without seeing a GP.  Check everyone you live 
with, or have close contact with, and start treating anyone who has head lice on the same day. There's no need to 
keep your child off school if they have head lice. You do not need to wash your laundry on a hot wash. 
 
Wet combing 
Lice and nits can be removed by wet combing. 
You can buy a special fine-toothed comb (detection comb) online or from pharmacies to remove head lice and nits. 
There may be instructions on the pack, but usually you: 

 wash hair with ordinary shampoo 
 apply lots of conditioner (any conditioner will do) 
 comb the whole head of hair, using the detection comb, from the roots to the ends 

 
It usually takes about 10 minutes to comb short hair, and 20 to 30 minutes for long, frizzy or curly hair. When you've 
finished combing the hair, comb through all the hair again for a second time. 
Do wet combing on days 1, 5, 9 and 13 to catch any newly hatched head lice. Check again that everyone's hair is free 
of lice on day 17. 
 
 
 



Medicated lotions and sprays 
If wet combing has not worked or is not suitable, try a medicated lotion or spray. These kill head lice in all types of 
hair, and you can buy them from pharmacies, supermarkets or online. Head lice should die within a day. Some lotions 
and sprays come with a comb to remove dead lice and eggs. Some treatments need to be repeated after a week to 
kill any newly hatched lice. If lotions or sprays do not work, speak to a pharmacist about other treatments. 
 
Treatments that are not recommended for head lice 
Some treatments are not recommended because they're unlikely to work. 
For example: 

 products containing permethrin 
 head lice "repellents" 
 electric combs for head lice 
 plant oil treatments, such as tea tree oil, eucalyptus oil and lavender oil herbal remedies 

 

 
Dates for the Diary  

(Please note that these dates are subject to change): 
 

Wednesday 6th November – Year 4 Little Liturgy – 9am 
Friday 8th November – Mass for Remembrance Day – 10am in St. Joseph’s RC Church 

Monday 11th November – Year 1 Library Visit – 9am 
Monday 11th November – Parents’ Evening - 3:30pm – 6pm 
Tuesday 12th November – Reception Little Liturgy – 8:55am 

Thursday 14th November – Parents’ Evening –  – 3:30pm – 6pm  
Monday 18th November – Years 3 and 6 at Centre for Life for ‘Light’ workshops 

Tuesday 19th November – 9am EY Number Workshop in Hall 
Tuesday 19th November – Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Information Session – 2:45pm (Rescheduled due to Ofsted) 

Wednesday 20th November – Year 3 Little Liturgy – 9am 
Thursday 21st November – Year 6 at SafetyWorks, Benwell – PM session 

Monday 25th November – Reception Library Visit – 9am 
Monday 25th November – Year 4 Visit to Great North Museum (Hancock)  

Tuesday 26th November – Year 2 Little Liturgy – 8:55am 
Monday 2nd December – Year 6 Library Visit – 9am 

Monday 2nd December – St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School to Wharton Park for Christmas Workshop Activities  
Thursday 5th December - Mr Taylor for Bible Story at SJIB – 1pm 

Friday 6th December - Mr Taylor for Bible Story at SJIB – 1pm 
Monday 9th December – Year 5 Library Visit – 9am 

Tuesday 10th December – KS1 Christmas Performance in Church 10am and 2pm 
Thursday 12th December – Early Years Performance for Christmas – 10am and 2pm – Venue TBC 

Monday 16th December – Year 4 Library Visit – 9am 
Tuesday 17th December – Key Stage 2 Carol Service in Church – 2pm 

Friday 20th December - Break up for End of term 
 

INSET days:  
Monday 6 January 2025   Friday 27 June 2025 

 


