St. Joseph’s

Catholic Infant I EER R
& Junior Schools i
4 Birtley h
B'.Sﬂﬂf WILKINSON x
All are welcome in this place... info@sjib.bwcet.com
info@sjjb.bwcet.com

Monday 2nd September 2024
Dear Parents and Carers,

A big welcome back to the new school year and a very warm welcome to our fantastic Reception class. We hope
you, and your families enjoy many happy memories in the years to come.

Welcome, also, to our Year 3 cohort who have moved to the junior school — we know that you will rise to the
challenge of being part of the ‘big school’ now! We look forward to an exciting year ahead and include some key
messages as well as dates in the diary, below.

We also ask you to keep Deacon Peter Lavery who is sadly poorly, in your prayers. Please refer any queries you may
have about our catechesis programmes for First Holy Communion, or Sacrament of Baptism to Fr. Martin Wheaton,
Parish Priest of St. Joseph’s, Birtley.

Our Year 6 cohort of 2023/2024’s results have now been published and we are delighted to say that the results speak
for themselves and were as follows:

RWM English Grammar,
Ke)’ Stage 2 Reading Writing Mathematics Combined P“""s"“al'iiP" and
pelling
percentage of pupils who achieved 2024 89.5% 89.5% 89.5% 84.3% 89%
the expected standard or above in | _School attained
reading, writing and maths National Average 74% 72% 73% 61% 72%
percentage of pupils who achieved a 2024 26% 21% 32% 21.3% 47%
in School attained
reading, writing and maths

Arbor for new families:
" ; You will have received an email invite to register with Arbor and download the app — please
) check your junk folder if you don’t have it in your inbox. This will enable you to receive
' school communications, book parents evening appointments, pay for school trips and much
more, so please complete this as soon as possible. If you find that any information on your
Arbor child’s profile is incorrect, you can submit change requests via the app also.

Clubs and wrap-around care:
Breakfast club sessions are now available to book via Arbor at £3.50 per day - available at both sites from

7:45am. For those in receipt of pupil premium, there is a nominal charge of £1.00 per session.

Information about after-school clubs will be made available later in the week, with clubs starting next week. After-
school club sessions will be charged half termly, at £2.50, to cover either staffing or external provider costs.

INSET Days 2024 - 2025: A reminder that our school INSET days, which are designated days for teacher
professional development will take place on:

e Monday 2 September 2024

e Monday 4 November 2024

e Monday 6 January 2025

e Friday 27 June 2025

Please save these dates in your calendar.
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Side by Side Arts — Peripatetic Lessons:
Side by Side Arts have asked us to reiterate that all parents
will need to fill in the form regardless if their child has

SIDE BY previously had lessons with a tutor. This information will go
SIRETS directly to Side by Side Arts so there is no need for it to go

through your schools admin team. This link is specifically for

our school. If your child had music lessons with Side by Side
Arts last year, please still complete the form below to continue the lessons, this
academic year.

Lessons are taught in groups of two where each student is matched with another

of a similar age and ability. Lessons are £12 per child for a 30-minute session and payment will be arranged through
Side by Side Arts.

2024/25 St. Josephs Birtley - Registration of interest for instrument tuition (google.com)
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpHgF3goSwmwe3YlyvRpPs EYd0cUZ5M-
1bH820xtTqEKSSw/viewform

Medicines and Inhalers:

Please ensure that you send any medication into school (particularly auto-adrenaline injector pens/inhalers), on the
first day back, and that you sign the necessary medication form. Class teachers will be in touch with you to arrange
appointments for updated individual health care plans, should your child require one.

Intercom system:

We now have a new intercom system installed at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School, and the system is on its way for
St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School, which is in addition to the new external gates that were ordered some time ago
- to enhance our safeguarding measures. Should you need to enter the school offices, then please press the ‘buzzer’
and the office will let you into the building. Thank you for your patience.

Uniform:

The purpose of uniform is to ensure that children wear practical non-labelled clothes.
. . . . s . St. Joseph’s
School uniform puts every child on an equal footing, so our children aren’t worrying about Catholic Iifant
& Junior Schools

designer clothing or ‘not having the right stuff. It also helps to prepare children for WA Birtley

secondary school, where uniform expectations are heightened significantly. We request
that all uniform is labelled. Please remember that we ask pupils to wear black shoes for school (not trainers, unless
it is a PE day) and children are not permitted to wear leggings as part of their everyday school clothing, but they can
wear leggings for PE. On swimming days, pupils are still required to wear normal uniform — not PE uniform.

Strong school attendance is very important, as is arriving to school, on time. If our Year 5/6 pupils are walking to
school, please check what time they are setting off and track them via an app. We are unable to open our infant gates
earlier than 8:35am (with school commencing at 8:45am at the infants), and the juniors gates earlier than 8:30am
(with school commencing at 8:55am).

Physical Education Timetable:
We updated the timetable over the summer holidays and published a copy of the new slot timings on our website.
PE Timetable - St. Joseph’s Infant and Junior Schools, Birtley (stjosephcatholicschoolsbirtley.org) Newcastle United

Foundation will be working across both schools on a Thursday — enabling all pupils to access a lesson with a
specialist coach. Pupils should come in, in PE kit from Monday 9t September.

Year Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Reception YES
Year | YES YES
Year 2 YES YES
Year 3 YES YES
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Year 4 YES YES
Year 5 Swimming YES
(from second
week back)
Year 6 YES YES

Swimming:

Firstly, we thank Bullion Lane and Durham County Council for their hospitality,
throughout 2023/2024 as they enabled our pupils at the juniors to go swimming, by
letting us hire their pool. However, great news is in store and our Birtley Community
Pool is opening this week: the junior school are therefore receiving a preliminary swim
visit from Birtley Swim School in anticipation of their return into the water. Our Year
5 pupils will attend swimming lessons on Tuesday afternoon; this will be until
Christmastime, at least. We will update you, should the swimming classes change.

Staffing Updates:

We are delighted to welcome Miss Self and Miss Francis to our staff and know that they will be excited to commence
in their new roles! Miss Chadd is also joining us as part of the Durham SCITT programme and will be with our infant
school pupils, initially, before moving to a second school for a short-placement in spring, and will then return to us,
during the summer term.

Mrs Nutton is also due to have another little baby towards the end of the autumn term. Miss Francis, who is already
working full-time alongside the cohort, will therefore teach the Year 5 cohort full-time, when Mrs Nutton commences
maternity leave — we will inform you of Mrs Nutton’s official maternity leave commencement date, when appropriate.
Until Mrs Nutton maternity leave commences, Mrs Nutton will lead teaching and learning on most mornings, and
Miss Francis will teach afternoon sessions, although will be in class supporting pupils at other times.

Madame Harbron will continue to work with us on Wednesdays, teaching either Spanish or French, depending on
your child’s cohort. Here’s a gentle reminder of the languages that your child will learn.

Our incoming Year 3 cohort will therefore be learning French.

Year group: Language Taught:
Year 3 French
Year 4 Spanish
Year 5 French
Year 6 Spanish

Toddlers:
Our toddler club will recommence from Wednesday | |t September 2024, at
St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School.

Why not come along and join in some fun, play and singing? The session is 9-
10:30am with some juice for the little ones and tea/coffee for the adults.

Visits to school:

Are you interested in a Reception place at our lovely infant school, for September 2025?
If so, please contact our school office to make an appointment for one of the senior
leadership team to show you round our settings — we’d be delighted to see you! Don’t

An

be shy! & Just email info@sjib.bwcet.com so that we can find a mutually convenient

time slot. We do have some vacancies in other year groups, should you know of any
friends or family who are interested in moving schools.
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Homework reminder:

We embarked on a new homework procedure last year, whereby all pupils received
and were given homework on the same day of the week so that it was easier for

Target your Maths

parents/carers to keep track of what was being given out and when it was due to
be returned. This method will continue into this academic year, with a slight change. > A

&)
pod V%g,

Name: Class

For September 2024 onwards, we have purchased homework books for all year

groups, to ensure that there is consistency of approach between classes and year
groups. Therefore, one week your child will receive a mathematics homework task,

in keeping with the mathematics textbooks which we use in school, and the

following week they will receive English grammar, punctuation and spelling KS2 English

homework task to reinforce a taught strategy or concept your child will already Grammar, Punctuation

have explored in school. & Spelling
54

These tasks will be given out on a Friday and due for return on a Tuesday. ,w

Please ensure that all reading books/bags are returned to school on a ~CGP-

DAILY BASIS. m

Targeted Question Book

Spelling tests will be on Mondays and times table tests will occur on Fridays.

Includes answers

Late Pick-Ups:

We know that the vast majority of our parents and carers collect their children from school, on time. However, last
year, there were a number of occasions where the same children were regularly being collected late, at both home-
time and after-school clubs. We appreciate that there will be emergency situations, and some circumstances are
unavoidable or are ‘one-offs’, but thank you for your cooperation in collecting your children on time.

Little Liturgical Prayer:
Please find below the Little Liturgical Prayer scheduled for this year.

Term Dates:
Please find attached holidays for academic year 25/26.

Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school:

Mrs K. Swaddle

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads for the school:
Mrs R. Nutton, Mrs E McConnell and Mrs A. Snaith.

Many prayers and blessings for a successful year ahead,

Mrs K. Swaddle.

Executive Headteacher



Parental invitation for Little Liturgy Prayer Dates:

SJIB: Year group: S))B: Year group:
Usually, Usually,
Tuesdays Wednesdays
8.10.24 Year 2 2.10.24 Year 6
22.10.24 Year | 16.10.24 Year 5
12.11.24 Reception 6.11.24 Year 4
26.11.24 Year 2 20.11.24 Year 3
21.1.25 Year | 15.1.25 Year 6
18.2.25 Reception 29.1.25 Year 5
43.25 Year 2 12.2.25 Year 4
18.3.25 Year | 12.3.25 Year 3
26.3.25 Reception 10.4.25 Year 6
(Wednesday) Stations of the Cross in
Church
9.4.25 Year 2 7.5.25 Year 5
Palm Sunday Liturgy in
Church
20.5.25 Year | 4.6.25 Year 4
10.6.25 Reception 18.6.25 Year 3
24.6.25 Year | 2.7.25 Year 5
8.7.25 Year 2 15.7.25 Year 6 Leavers’

Assembly

18.7.25

Year 6 Leavers’ Mass




Dates for the Diary
(Please note that these dates are subject to change):

Wednesday 4™ September — Water Safety Talk from Swim City at SJJB — AM Session
Tuesday 10" September — Swimming commences for Year 5
Thursday 19* September — Mr Taylor for Bible Story at SJIB — |pm
Friday 20" September — Mr Taylor for Bible Story at SJ|B — | pm
Friday 27" September — Mass for Harvest Festival — 10am in St. Joseph’s RC Church
Wednesday 2™ October — Year 6 Little Liturgy — 9am (or as close to as possible)
Tuesday 8" October — Year 2 Little Liturgy — 8:55am (or as close to as possible)
Wednesday 16™ October — Year 5 Little Liturgy — 9am
Tuesday 22" October — Year | Little Liturgy — 8:55am
Tuesday 22™ October — Vision Screening for Reception Class
Thursday 24™ October - Mr Taylor for Bible Story at SJIB — Ipm
Friday 25" October - Mr Taylor for Bible Story at SJIB — |pm
Monday 27" October — Friday |I** November — October half-term
Wednesday 4" November — Year 6 Little Liturgy — 9am
Friday 8" November — Mass for Remembrance Day — |0am in St. Joseph’s RC Church
Parents’ Evening — Monday | 1" November — 3:30pm — 6pm
Tuesday 12™ November — Reception Little Liturgy — 8:55am
Parents’ Evening — Thursday 14" November — 3:30pm — épm
Wednesday 20" November — Year 3 Little Liturgy — 9am
Tuesday 26™ November — Year 2 Little Liturgy — 8:55am
Thursday 5 December - Mr Taylor for Bible Story at SJIB — |pm
Friday 6™ December - Mr Taylor for Bible Story at SJIB — Ipm
Tuesday 10™ December — KS| Christmas Performance in Church 10am and 2pm
Thursday |12th December — Early Years Performance for Christmas — |0am and 2pm — Venue TBC
Tuesday 17* December — Key Stage 2 Carol Service in Church — 2pm

Friday 20" December - Break up for End of term

INSET days:
Monday 2 September 2024 Monday 4 November 2024 Monday 6 January 2025 Friday 27 June 2025




