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Monday |6th September 2024
Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope your children have enjoyed the start of the new term. They have been an absolute credit to you. We have
voted for Mini-Vinnies, School Council and House Captains and at the juniors, we are now commencing fortnightly
mixed-aged House Celebration of the Word services every other Friday afternoon — just like we do at the infants.

As always, our curriculum maps have been updated to reflect this year’s learning and are available on
our website, where they explain our long- and medium-term learning plans.

Summer Fayre:

We were staggered by your generosity at our summer fayre, where we raised just over £4000 for our two sites —
this is a phenomenal amount! A huge thank you must go to our very supportive PTA group, who helped with
stalls/fundraising/raffle prizes as well as the local businesses who generously gave prizes in support.

So far, we have spent £550 x2 at each site on reading books, which was again, match funded by Hachette Publishers
— meaning we received £2000 worth of books, for £1000. We also spent some money at the infant school, enhancing
our outdoor Early Years provision with 6 pedal bikes (stablisers and no-stabilisers), |3 balance bikes, 13 3-wheeled
scooters and |3 2-wheeled scooters, outdoor painting and weaving areas and sheds in which to keep our new
equipment.

Parental Workshops for St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School:

Each year, we offer our Early Years and Year | parents and carers a chance to come into school on a half-termly
basis to work with your child and to learn about the St. Joseph’s methods of teaching your child phonics, reading and
mathematics.

Workshops are planned as follows:

Monday 7t October — 9am EY Phonics Workshop in Hall

Tuesday 19t November — 9am EY Number Workshop in Hall
Wednesday 8t January — 9am EY Reading Workshop in Hall
Thursday |3t March — 2:15pm EY Creative Arts Workshop in Hall

Tuesday 22 October — Year | Phonics Screening Check Parental Workshop (after Year | Little Liturgy)
Tuesday 215t January — Year | Number Workshop in Hall
Thursday st May — Year | Creative Arts Workshop in Hall

Side by Side Arts — Peripatetic Lessons:

Sadly, we only have three pupils registered to
SIDE BY participate in peripatetic lessons with Side by Side
SIRETS arts. Please remember that music lessons are
available for any pupil in Years 1-6. Piano is Year |
upwards and guitar is Year 3 upwards. If your child had
music lessons with Side by Side Arts last year, please still complete the form
below to continue the lessons, this academic year. We may be unable to

continue the tuition unless more children participate and this is something that

we do not wish to lose because of the benefits that it brings to pupils’ personal
development.
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Lessons are taught in groups of two where each student is matched with another of a similar age and ability. Lessons

are £12 per child for a 30-minute session and payment will be arranged through Side by Side Arts.
2024/25 St. osephs Birtle - Registration of interest for instrument tuition oogle.com
https://docs.google.com /forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpHgF3goSwmwe3YlyvRpPs EYdOcUZ5M-1bH820xtTqEKSSw /viewform

Educational Visit Dates:

We are in the process of finalising the yearly off-site educational visit plan. Off-site
visits help to promote pupils’ cultural and social capital and it’s really important that
all of our pupils participate in them. Educational visits offer pupils superb insights into
the world around them and are hugely inspiring. Non-participation can leave children
feeling socially isolated, and they will miss out of key aspects of classroom pre and
post visit.

Wherever possible, we have tried to keep costs low by arranging for more than one

cohort to visit the same venue. Obviously, we cannot account for all off-site visits at
this point in the year, but we have tried our hardest to arrange trips in a timely
manner. You will find consents and payment options in Arbor over the coming days. Without your monetary
contributions, the visits cannot go ahead.

Educational Visits for 2024 - 2025:

Reception Yearl Yearl Sporting
Fixtures
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210.24
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{Date TBC)

Strong school attendance is very important, as is arriving to school, on time. If our Year 5/6 pupils are walking to
school, please check what time they are setting off and track them via an app. We are unable to open our infant gates
earlier than 8:35am (with school commencing at 8:45am at the infants), and the juniors gates earlier than 8:30am
(with school commencing at 8:55am).


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpHqF3goSwmwe3YlyvRpPs_EYd0cUZ5M-1bH82oxtTqEKSSw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpHqF3goSwmwe3YlyvRpPs_EYd0cUZ5M-1bH82oxtTqEKSSw/viewform

Holidays
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there is more than one child,
each parent will receive a penalty notice for each child of statutory school age who has had an unauthorised leave
of absence.

The penalty notice is a fine of £160 per parent (for each child) which must be paid within 28 days. The amount of the
fine is reduced to £80 if the payment is made within 21 days.

Details about how payment can be made are included with the penalty notice. However, payment in part or by
instalment is not an option, and there is no statutory right of appeal once a notice has been issued. If the penalty
notice is not paid, you may be prosecuted in the Magistrates Court for the original offence of failing to ensure your
child's regular school attendance. This can result in a penalty of up to £2,500 and/or a community order and a criminal
conviction.

Escalation in cases of repeat offences
Any second penalty notice issued to the same parent for the same child within a rolling 3-year period, will be charged
at the higher rate of £160 with no option for this second offence to be discharged at the lower rate of £80.

Limited number of penalty notices per parent

A national limit of 2 penalty notices can be issued to a parent for the same child within a rolling 3-year period. At the
3rd (or subsequent) offence(s) another tool, such as prosecution, will be considered.

For more information please visit the Gov.uk website(opens new window).

Swimming:

Many thanks to Jonny, from Swim City, who came into both schools to talk to the
children about water safety. Please note that boys and girls are required to wear
swimwear and a swimming cap for swimming lessons. Goggles are optional but
strongly recommended.

Toddlers:
Our Toddlers recommenced on Wednesday ||t September 2024, at St.

Joseph’s Catholic Infant School. Why not come along and join in some fun, play
and singing? The session is 9-10:30am with some juice for the little ones and
tea/coffee for the adults, for a small charge of £2 per adult.



https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know/

Visits to school:

Are you interested in a Reception place at our lovely infant school, for September 2025?
If so, please contact our school office to make an appointment for one of the senior
leadership team to show you round our settings — we’d be delighted to see you! Don’t

An

be shy! & Just email info@sjib.bwcet.com so that we can find a mutually convenient

time slot. We do have some vacancies in other year groups, should you know of any
friends or family who are interested in moving schools.

School Meal & Breakfast Club Payments

Please be reminded that your child’s school meal and breakfast club accounts should be in credit, at all times. Please
ensure that you ‘top up’ the necessary pots in Arbor in a timely manner, to avoid any negative balances going into
each week. We would encourage anyone who thinks they may be eligible and hasn’t already done so, to apply for
free school meals — this is also applicable to infant children, even though they are currently entitled to universal infant
free school meals, as school will benefit from additional funding, to help us purchase new resources for school. Please
apply here - Free school meals - Gateshead Council

Dates for the Diary
(Please note that these dates are subject to change):

Tuesday 17" September — Swimming commences for Year 5
Thursday 19™ September — Mr Taylor for Bible Story at SJIB — Ipm
Friday 20" September — Mr Taylor for Bible Story at SJJB — Ipm
Thursday 26™ September — EY Visit to Gateshead School Sports Partnership @ Gateshead Stadium — PM visit
Thursday 26™ September — Year 5 Visit to Cardinal Hume School for Konflux Theatre — Parents to attend performance and
pick-up from Cardinal Hume Secondary School
Friday 27 September — Mass for Harvest Festival — 10am in St. Joseph’s RC Church
Wednesday 2™ October — Year 6 Little Liturgy — 9am (or as close to as possible)
Wednesday 2™ October — Primary Cross-Country Festival for selected pupils at Watergate Park — PM session
Monday 7th October — 9am EY Phonics Workshop in Hall
Tuesday 8" October — Year 2 Little Liturgy — 8:55am (or as close to as possible)
Thursday 10™ October — Years | and 2 Indoor Athletics Festival @ Gateshead Stadium — PM visit
Wednesday 16" October — Year 5 Little Liturgy — 9am
Thursday 17" October — NU Foundation Careers Week — Metrocentre — AM session
Tuesday 22™ October — Year | Little Liturgy — 8:55am followed by Year | Phonics Screening Check Explanation
Tuesday 22™ October — Reception Visit Screening Testing Day
Thursday 24™ October - Mr Taylor for Bible Story at SJIB — Ipm
Friday 25" October - Mr Taylor for Bible Story at SJIB — |pm
Monday 28" October — Friday 1** November — October half-term
Wednesday 6™ November — Year 4 Little Liturgy — 9am
Friday 8" November — Mass for Remembrance Day — 10am in St. Joseph’s RC Church

Parents’ Evening — Monday | I*"

November — 3:30pm — 6pm
Tuesday 12™ November — Reception Little Liturgy — 8:55am
Parents’ Evening — Thursday 14™ November — 3:30pm — 6pm
Monday 18" November — Years 3 and 6 at Centre for Life for ‘Light’ workshops
Tuesday 19th November — 9am EY Number Workshop in Hall
Wednesday 20" November — Year 3 Little Liturgy — 9am
Thursday 21* November — Year 6 at SafetyWorks, Benwell — PM session
Monday 25" November — Year 4 Visit to Great North Museum (Hancock)
Tuesday 26™ November — Year 2 Little Liturgy — 8:55am

Monday 2™ December — St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School to Wharton Park for Christmas Workshop Activities
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Thursday 5" December - Mr Taylor for Bible Story at SJIB — Ipm
Friday 6™ December - Mr Taylor for Bible Story at SJIB — Ipm
Tuesday 10" December — KS| Christmas Performance in Church 10am and 2pm
Thursday |12th December — Early Years Performance for Christmas — 10am and 2pm — Venue TBC
Tuesday 17* December — Key Stage 2 Carol Service in Church — 2pm
Friday 20" December - Break up for End of term

INSET days:
Monday 4 November 2024 Monday 6 January 2025 Friday 27 June 2025




