
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome in this place 
info@sjib.bwcet.com  
info@sjjb.bwcet.com  

 
Monday 15th July 2024 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
What a year! As we wrap up another wonderful and productive year, we want to take a moment to reflect on the 
achievements, memories, and growth that we’ve experienced together. This year has been exceptional; filled with 
learning, laughter, and many milestones. None of our schools’ achievements would have been possible without the 
unwavering support and contributions from our dedicated parents and community members. 
 
A Year of Accomplishments: 
This year, our pupils have excelled not only academically but also in extracurricular activities, showing immense talent 
in sports, arts, and sciences. Our school’s participation in various inter-school competitions including the Year 5/6 
Chester-le-Street Athletics brought home several accolades, including the ‘Boys’ Small Schools Trophy’ and one of 
our superb footballers has been selected to represent the county at football. We have seen fantastic achievements 
across the board from both in and outside of school including pupils bringing into school, swimming certificates, 
horse-riding rosettes and Karate belts! We also say thank you to Mrs Song of the Korean school who has been 
supporting some of our pupils to learn Korean at lunchtimes.  

Our staff recently wrote down the very long list of educational visits pupils have participated in: the opportunities 
that pupils have experienced have been second to none. Without the vital support and contributions of parents – 
these visits would not be possible.  

Visits to: 

Northumberland Zoo 
Infant School Visit 

Sport Visits  
to Nu Foundation 

Little Theatre Pantomime 
Whole-School Event 

Robinwood Residential 
Year 6 

Youth Ministry Team Residential 
Years 4/5 

Little White Farm 
Years 3/4/5 

Year 5 Cardinal Hume:  
A Play in a Day 

Year 5 to Cardinal Hume:  
Careers Day 

Year 5 to Cardinal Hume:  
French Immersive Theatre 

Lord Lawson  
Football 

Year 2  
Centre of Life 

Years 4/5  
Hancock Museum 

Mini-Vinnies visit to  
The Good Shepherd Mass 

Year 6  
Newburn Activity Centre 

Year 6 
SafetyWorks 

Library Visits  
for all year groups 

Year 5  
BWCET Celebration of Sport 

Year 1  
Beamish Museum 

Big Sing for Mini-Singers  
at The Glasshouse 
Infant School Visit 

Big Sing at The Glasshouse  
for Years 3/4 

Year 6  
Primary Festival at YMT 

Girls’ Football CLS Schools 
Tournament 

Boys’ Football CLS Schools 
Tournament 

Year 4 Football Tournament 

Visits from: 

Careers Week: Doctors, barrister, graphic designer, architect, policeman, National 
Institute of Health and Care Research, business management, ambulance 

service, Community Interest Companies, Ordained ministers, dental 
technicians, procurement specialists.  

Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue 
Service 

Northumbria Police Nourish Food School for all year 
groups 



 
We held half-termly Celebration of the Word services in school and also workshops in Reception and Year 1, focused 
on reading, phonics and mathematics.  

Summer Fayre: 
The weather was on our side and the summer sunshine came out to play for the duration of the fayre.  
 
A huge thank you to all who supported our summer fayre. From those who helped behind the scenes, to those who 
helped rally local businesses to donate prizes for our raffle, we are incredibly grateful for your support. We raised 
just over £2400 which will be matched by Barclays Bank. Your very generous donations will go towards the purchasing 
of new technology for the infant school, as well as some new home reading books at the junior school.  

We must particularly say a huge thank you to Miss Hall and Mrs Thornton and the fantastic PTA who worked 
tirelessly behind the scenes to set-up, organise and coordinate the stalls.  

Appreciation for Our Community Partners 
We also wish to express our gratitude to our local businesses and community organisations that have supported our 
school throughout the year. Your contributions, whether through sponsorships, donations, or collaborative 
programs, have enriched our pupils’ educational experiences and connected our school with the wider community. 

Year 5 Celebration of Sport: 
Today, our Year 5 pupils are attending Gateshead Stadium for the ‘Celebration of Sport’ alongside the other Year 5 
pupils in the Trust. The day has been coordinated with Gateshead Schools Sport Partnership and we are looking 
forward to seeing the extensive plans come to life! We wish you all the very best of luck!  
 
Birtley Pool: 
As you are aware, Birtley Community Pool is hoping to be opening in September. We believe that Year 5 (current 
Year 4) pupils will be attending swimming lessons, initially on Tuesday afternoons and that their first lesson is 
provisionally due take place on 17th September, but this will be confirmed as soon as possible. 
 
Year 6 SAT results:  
Our Year 6 pupils will be sorely missed as they depart from us to attend their respective secondary schools in 
September. Each child has been testament to the brilliant support network between school and home and the 
cohort’s end of Key Stage 2 SAT results were superb. Thank you to both Mrs Smith and Mr Stephenson who helped 
to meticulously prepare the children.  
 
Leavers’ Mass and Assembly:  
On Tuesday, our Year 6 parents are invited to watch our year 6 assembly. Our Year 6 pupils will then lead our 
Leavers’ Mass on Friday 19th July. The Mass promises to be a beautiful occasion and our Year 2 and Year 6 pupils 
will sing ‘A Clare Benediction’ by John Rutter, before they move onto their respective schools.  
 
Olympics: 
We are aware that the Paris 2024 Olympics will shortly be taking place. To help our pupils understand the significance 
of the occasion, on Thursday 18th July, our pupils will be designing flags for a mini-St. Joseph’s ‘Olympic-style’ 
ceremony’, which will then take place on the school yards, weather permitting! Our Year 2 pupils will then participate 
in a small set of team games, before they depart the infant school, and our Year 6 pupils will host an Olympic-quiz in 
their houses, at the junior school.  
 
Arbor Pay: 
Please ensure that all outstanding debt is paid before the end of the term.   
 
Looking Forward: 
As we look ahead to the next school year, we are excited about the new opportunities and experiences that await 
us. We remain committed to fostering a love of learning and a strong sense of community within our schools. We 
hope to renew our Friday tuck shop, but will confirm arrangements in September, alongside the latest ‘menu’! 

We are still waiting for some confirmation of some external provider timetables and will therefore communicate 
PE days to you, prior to the first day back in September.  

After school clubs will also be published the first week back, with a view to them commencing in week two. 



 
 

Teacher TAPP: 
As always, we love to hear your feedback. We therefore ask that you take two moments to complete the Teacher 
TAPP survey, which will open for two days on Tuesday morning and end on Thursday 18th July. The focus of this 
survey is about ‘learning at school’. https://participate.schoolsurveys.com/RjsXlkaAU96ydyib  
 
Wishing You a Wonderful Break:  
To our students, parents, staff, and community members, we wish you a restful and enjoyable break. Thank you for 
being an integral part of the St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant and Junior Schools, family. Your continued support and 
dedication make our schools a special place for everyone. 

We end with a poignant statement from the recent Catholic Schools Inspection report: 

‘Parents describe a culture of welcome where they feel that their children are authentically loved.’ 

 
Dates for the Diary  

(Please note that these dates are subject to change): 
 

Monday 15th July – Year 5 pupils to Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Education Trust Celebration of Sport Day at Gateshead 
International Stadium 

Tuesday 16th July – Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly at 9:15am 
Tuesday 16th July – End of Year Celebration Lunch at the junior school 
Thursday 18th July – End of Year Celebration Lunch at the infant school 

Thursday 18th July – Olympic Celebrations (see above) 
Friday 19th July – Year 6 Leavers’ Mass at 10:00am 

 
INSET day: Monday 2nd September 2024 

Pupils return to school: Tuesday 3rd September 2024 
 

 
Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information 

 

 


