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Tuesday |8th June 2024
Dear Parents/Carers,

Catholic Schools Inspectorate:

On Friday 14t June, the Catholic Schools Inspectorate undertook a one-day inspection of St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant
School. The children were impeccably behaved and their reverence during our prayer sessions was exemplary. Once
we receive a copy of the report, we will of course, share it with parents and carers. Thank you to all of the pupils,
parents, governors and staff who supported the inspection process.

Arbor Pay:

Please ensure that you stay in credit for both school meals and breakfast/extracurricular

activities. We spend a significant amount of time each week monitoring accounts, and chasing . A b
parents/carers for payments, which are owed to us. Please ensure that you top-up your roor
accounts at the appropriate times.

Summer Fayre Update:

We are really looking forward to welcoming our families, from both schools, to the summer fayre on Friday 5t July,
at 2:15pm at the infant school. We are still looking for contributions of raffle prizes and stalls — all donations can be
dropped off at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School.

Don’t forget, on Friday 28t June, all pupils will be able to enter a competition to have a product made free of charge.
They will be able to complete a picture design for the small contribution of £2 (payable via Arbor) with one winner
each being selected from the infant and junior schools. Competition winners will have the option to have their design
reproduced onto a real-life product through the kind and very generous donation of local firm: @Itsallaboutroo
Please give them a follow or visit their website for further information. We are exceptionally grateful to all involved
for this kind donation.

Furthermore, should our parents like their child’s design, then our supplier has offered to print pupils’ work onto
mugs and tote bags while offering a substantial contribution to our fund. We will send home copies of the prints, as
well as available products, at the start of the following week, to ensure that you are able to make a decision about
purchasing a product.

Last week, we sent home a book of raffle tickets with each child, to be sold. Some families have asked
for additional tickets already, so if you need any more, they are available on request from either school
office, or by emailing and we will send additional booklets home.

Every contribution, no matter how big or small, will help us to raise funds which can be match-funded by Barclays
Bank PLC. Thank you to all our Fun-draisers! Without your support, none of this would have happened.

Some of the prizes we have received so far, are as follows:

2 Small Hampers

Aioli Restaurant Voucher courtesy of Chris Finnigan

2 Gym Passes (with a tote bag and water bottle)

4 x £20 vouchers for barbers

£20 L & S Hair and Beauty

4 x £5 T & S Nail Vouchers

Flower Bouquet from Flowers by Sue

Fagan School of Irish Dancing - 4 free classes for one child
Eagles Family Ticket
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James Live Fit 14-month Membership
Baylis and Harding Gift Set

Beamish Museum Family Pass
Adventure Valley Family Pass

3D Pokémon Figures

Birtley Gym Pass

Reflect Valeting - Mini Car Valet

Pud Birtley - Dessert Voucher

On the day of the fayre, there will be small entrance fee (£1 donation) in return for entering a draw to win either a
NUFC St. James' Park Stadium Tour Family Pass or a SAFC Stadium of Light Stadium Tour, for one adult and one
child!

Year 6 Primary Festival at YMT:

As per previous years, YMT are having a collection for SVP and the Newcastle Justice
and Peace Refuge Project. The Refugee Project has provided a list of food and are
inviting each student and member of staff to bring along something from the following
list:

Tins of Chickpeas

Tins of Tomatoes

Bags of Rice

Single packets of biscuits
Tins of Tuna

Pasta

Non-perishable good

This will go towards the wider Diocesan collection for YMT. Donations should be brought into school by 25t June.

Significance Festival:

All are welcome to the Emmaus Village for the Significance Festival on Saturday 29th June from 10.00am. The day will
offer a fayre of stalls and activities, sessions for children and young people, guest speakers and live music. Mass
celebrated by Bishop Stephen Wright will take place at 3.15pm, followed by a Barbecue and Ceilidh in the evening.
Entry is free with charges for accommodation and camping (self-catered) on Friday and Saturday nights. BBQ tickets
will cost £10. All proceeds and any donations will support Significance, the charity founded by Fr Dermott Donnelly.
Please support this vital work. To book email Nicole at nsalkeld@ymt.org or Tel. 01207 592244.

Sports Day:

.Y

8 0 TS N A Y we won’t have any seating, so feel free to take camping chairs onto the field.

We look forward to seeing our Key Stage 2 parents on Friday 215t June at,
as close to 9:30am as we can make it, up to the junior field. Please note that

As per last year, and to make sure that the session is as fast and efficient as
possible, pupils will rotate around each event. N.B. We have cancelled Year 3
swimming on Friday.

Key Stage | Sports day has been rearranged for Friday 28th June at 9:15am. As you will appreciate, we have lots
of exciting visits occurring including transition mornings, and visits to The Glasshouse, Gateshead.

The weather forecast, so far, looks good — let’s hope it stays that way! Please ensure that pupils have 1
their full outdoor PE kit on, just in case it is slightly milder! Big Sin
Sing for the Larth
b Pl
The Big Sing at Glasshouse, Gateshead: ¢
¢

These events are for pupils only, not for parents and carers. Thank you for your understanding. .
Uniform:

As we approach the end of the term, please remember that you can buy uniform from: Buy St. Joseph's Catholic
Infant & Junior Schools (Birtley) Uniform for from Tots To Teams
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Reminder:
Transition Information Handover

We recognise that parents really value an opportunity to communicate their child's
UERH RGPl P ZEP PRSI il strengths, extra-curricular activities, and areas of difficulty to their child’s new class
G ENTO BT REERREEIL M teacher and we want to assure you that we equally value this information and know
that it can change year on year.

In order to help us to prepare for a fantastic start to the academic year of 2024 -
2025, we would like to invite you to complete this short Microsoft Form to support
your child's transition as they move into a new year group. We also know that some
parents/carers would like to communicate new or updated medical information to
the next class teacher and hope that this is an easy and effective way to help you to
communicate with us.

Please note that we will still continue to share information with teachers in the usual way (e.g. official medical
registers/SEND registers) — but we appreciate that some parents may wish to reiterate some ‘headlines’ to their
child’s new teachers e.g. dates of last NHS clinical appointments and outcomes — or latest family situations.

To help us prepare for September 2024 transition — we ask you to complete a short Microsoft Form
by clicking the link or via scanning the QR code above, by Friday 215t June:
https://forms.office.com/e/9usYTSHtA7

Welcome to Incoming Reception Parents/Carers Dates for the diary:

Reception Class Thursday 20t June at 2pm — Reception Information Session for parents

Parents are invited to attend a meet and greet information session in St. Joseph’s Catholic
Infant School Hall. A short presentation will be given, which will cover many frequently
asked questions about our day-to-day structure and operations.

We will be holding an incoming Year 3 Parents’ transition session at the juniors on the evening of Monday st July at
3:40pm (this is for current Year 2 parents). VWe will ensure that we are finished in time so that parents who have a
child in the infant school’s football club, can be collected.

Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi:

Prayer focus for the month of June. o S
3
§ 2otay

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: : V) =

. &
where there is hatred, let me sow love; A‘%semﬂ"“‘(\
where there is injury, pardon; 2 0 24
where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; YEAR OF PRAYER

where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be

consoled as to console,

to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are
born to eternal life. Amen.
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Reminder:
Inside our home/school reading diaries, you can complete the tasks linked to the Sunday’s Gospel. Pupils returning
completed Sunday Gospel tasks will receive Class Dojo points.

Dates for the Diary
(Please note that these dates are subject to change):

Wednesday 19" June — Year 3 Celebration of the Word — 9am
Thursday 20* June — Year 5 Immersive French Theatre at Cardinal Hume Catholic School
Friday 21* June - St. Joseph’s Catholic Junior School Sports Day - Junior Field - 9:30am
Monday 24" June — INSET Day
Tuesday 25" June — Year 6 at Youth Ministry Team for Primary Festival
Tuesday 25" June — Year | Celebration of the Word — 9am
Wednesday 26" June — Year 5 Primary Futures Careers Event at Cardinal Hume Catholic School
Friday 28" June (new date) - St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School Sports Day — Welfare Ground - 9:15am
Monday |* July and Tuesday 2" July - Year 6 Transition Day at Cardinal Hume/Lord Lawson
Monday | July — Transition morning for all pupils (current Year 2 pupils entering Year 3 will enjoy a full day, so parents/carers
will need to drop off and pick up, at the Junior school)
Monday |I* July — 3:40pm — Parental transition meeting for Year 2 parents (entering Year 3 in September 2024), at St. Joseph’s
Catholic Junior School
Wednesday 3™ July — Big Sing for Years 3 and Year 4 at The Glasshouse, Gateshead
Thursday 4™ July — Mr Taylor Bible Stories (PM) Infant School
Friday 5* July — Mr Taylor Bible Stories (PM) Junior School
Friday 5" July — Summer Fayre — 2:15-4:15pm at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School
Thursday | 1™ July — Big Sing for Mini-Singers at The Glasshouse, Gateshead for all St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant School (AM)
Monday 15" July — Year 5 pupils to Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Education Trust Celebration of Sport Day at Gateshead
International Stadium
Tuesday 16™ July — Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly at 9:15am
Friday 19 July — Year 6 Leavers’ Mass at 10:00am

INSET days:
Monday 24th June 2024, Monday 22nd July 2024, Tuesday 23rd July 2024

Visit: St Joseph's Birtley Bulletins (stjosephsbirtley.co.uk) for more information
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