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1. Reading at St. Joseph’s Infant and Junior Schools 

Reading is a vital skill, which underpins children’s learning across the whole curriculum. At St. Joseph’s, we ensure that 

our children are taught to read with speed, fluency, accuracy and understanding through a variety of high-quality 

lessons, with many cross-curricular learning opportunities. We want our children to become enthusiastic, independent 

and reflective readers and to establish a life-long love of reading. 

At St. Joseph’s, we have a clear, consistent, whole school approach to reading. We believe that it is important for 

children to develop a love of reading from an early age and we encourage this by providing up to date, rich in language, 

varied reading materials, by modelling good reading habits, sharing books and stories with our children, and providing 

different contexts for reading.  Our goal is for every child at St. Joseph’s to become an enthusiastic independent reader.  

We aim to: 

• instil an interest and a love of books, encouraging children to become attentive listeners and become confident, 

independent, reflective readers who read from a range of texts for a variety of purposes. 

• equip the children with the skills to become competent, confident readers. 

• provide children with experiences that will lead to rich language development. 

 

2. National Curriculum 

The National Curriculum for English, in relation to reading, aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding. 

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information. 

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading. 

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage. 

The programmes of study for reading at Key Stages 1 and 2 consist of 2 dimensions: 

• word reading 

• comprehension (both listening and reading) 

It is essential that teaching focuses on developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions; different kinds of teaching 

are needed for each. 

Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) 

and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Underpinning both is the understanding that the letters on the 

page represent the sounds in spoken words. This is why phonics should be emphasised in the early teaching of reading 

to beginners (ie. unskilled readers) when they start school. 

Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of vocabulary and grammar) and on knowledge 

of the world. Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion with the teacher, as 

well as from reading and discussing a range of stories, poems and non-fiction. All pupils must be encouraged to read 

widely across both fiction and non-fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world they live in, to 

establish an appreciation and love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. Reading widely and often 

increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or use in everyday speech. Reading 

also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens a treasure house of wonder and joy for curious young minds. 

It is essential that by the end of their primary education, all pupils can read fluently, and with confidence, in any subject 

in their forth coming secondary education. 
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3. Reading Opportunities:  

In St. Joseph’s children have daily opportunities to read through sessions such as; 

• Phonics (KS1 & Year 3)  

• Guided reading  

• Shared reading  

• Choral and echo reading  

• 1:1 reading  

• Independent reading 

• Whole-class reading  

• Reading with another child  

• Reading within lessons across the curriculum 

• Enrichment activities 

 

4. Our English Curriculum and Core Text Rationale:  

 

Our English Curriculum (Appendix 2- English Strategy) has been designed and planned around the use of a range of 

high-quality core texts (Appendix 2).  

Core Text Overview Year 2 Example: 

 

At St Joseph’s we believe that the use of high-quality books within the reading curriculum is at the heart of our schools’ 

approach to engage and support children to become motivated and independent readers. If children enjoy reading, 

they read more frequently and become better readers. 

Teachers at St Joseph’s have chosen texts, which enthuse, motivate and provide increasing challenge to our children 

in each year group. A range of genres and text types have been selected each half-term, in order to ensure children 

have access to a varied reading diet with a breadth and depth of authors, genres and styles of text. A range and breadth 

of texts allows children to hear and appreciate a wide range of voices and writing styles, investigating how language 

can be used for a variety of different purposes and audiences and to inspire them to read for purpose and pleasure. 
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As stated by the Centre for Literacy in Primary Education, 2020, ‘Well chosen texts also expose children to a wider range 

of language and vocabulary in a supportive context. Well chosen texts enable adults to take time to discuss new words and have 

rich discussions around texts shared to allow children to consolidate their understanding.’ 

Within our Core Text overview, we have chosen to begin with exposure to traditional tales in Reception and KS1, 

moving on to fables in LKS2 and then progressing to Myths and Legends in UKS2. This strategy has been planned in 

order to develop gradual exposure to a range of increasingly challenging linked genres. 

Similarly, we have another thread from Year 2 onwards, whereby children are introduced to classical texts, such as 

Alice in Wonderland by Lewis Caroll, progressing on to a range of Shakespearian texts in KS2, exposing children to 

increasingly more difficult ideas and language. 

As evident in the Core Text image above, each half-term children will also listen to a range of poetry, often linked to 

a theme that they are learning about in class. This ensures children have access and exposure to various forms of 

poetry and poets across the year and throughout their academic journey at St Joseph’s. 

The texts are used as the basis of the English Curriculum to inform the planning of quality writing outcomes for the 

children. Texts have also been chosen with a balance of fiction and non-fiction and units have been purposely planned 

to ensure children have knowledge of a concept, prior to writing about it. For example, in Year 2, writing instructions 

about ‘how plants grow’, prior to writing an alternative version of Jack and the Beanstalk ensures descriptions and 

knowledge of plants growing are accurate and children understand the key vocabulary. 

Teachers have thought carefully about the texts chosen to ensure throughout their writing journey across the school, 

children are exposed to different styles, purposes and forms of writing.  

See Writing Purpose Overview image below: 

 

See also the English Strategy for further information on writing. 

5. Phonics  

At St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant & Junior Schools we have fully implemented the Rocket Phonics programme to deliver 

our daily phonics lessons. Rocket Phonics is taught in Classes Reception to Year 3. Rocket Phonics combines the 
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alphabetic code knowledge and skills that are needed to learn to read fluently and at speed. This approach will embed 

phonics in context and support a love of reading and writing from the outset. See Rocket Phonics Policy for more 

information.  

6. Guided Reading/Shared Reading 

There is much debate about the best way to teach children to read. Equally, we recognise that no two schools are the 

same and they will differ in philosophy and approach to the teaching of reading. 

Here at St. Joseph’s, we recognise the importance of reading, and especially recognise the importance of hearing 

children read aloud.  

In September 2022, The National Literacy Trust shared a study about children and young people’s reading engagement, 

which concluded, ‘Fewer than 3 in 10 (28.0%) children and young people aged 8 to 18 said that they read daily.’ 

If children are to attain competence in the following National Curriculum objectives:  

• learning a wider range of poetry by heart 

• preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and 

volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience 

then it is vital that teachers hear children read.  

We acknowledge that in each different phase of primary education and in each different classroom, this may look 

different. But St. Joseph’s also recognise the importance of early reading - developing an automaticity, fluency and 

stamina for reading aloud.  

Guided Reading & Whole-Class Shared Reading: In Early Years, we make a commitment to hear pupils read 

aloud once per week, either one-to-one with an adult or in small, guided groups, where early inference and predictions 

can be taught. 

 

In Key Stage 1, we make a commitment to hear pupils read aloud 1:1, at least once per week. In Years 1 and 2, this 

will be through the use of targeted readers and home reading books linked to the Rocket Phonics strategy. Reading 

aloud to a teacher or teaching assistant (TA) is documented in pupils’ reading diaries and on the in-house tracking 

sheet. This allows staff to assess the pupils and check they are maintaining pace with the taught curriculum.   

Additionally, in Years 1 and 2, children access whole class and small group guided reading sessions twice a week within 

their blending phonics sessions. Whole class shared reading takes place, during the reading of the Big Book text, when 

the teacher asks the children inference and deduction questions relating to the story. Small group guided reading (in 

groups of roughly 4-6) takes place, when children are working with an adult and accessing the reading section of the 

phonics pupil booklet.   

KS1 will also have 2-3 discrete twenty-minute guided reading lessons built into the weekly timetable, following the 

same format as Year 3. (For more information, see the outline of a guided reading session below.) 

As pupils move into Key Stage 2, depending upon their competency in reading, depends upon the strategy which is 

implemented by the class teacher. In Year 3, taking into account the needs and abilities of the cohort, children will 

either access 2 discrete, twenty-minute guided reading lessons or 2 twenty-minute whole class shared reading sessions. 

In Years 4, 5 and 6, where pupils attain competency in reading, the class will move to guided reading via a shared class 

text, 2 times a week for twenty-minutes – which is deemed to be more time efficient than reading in small groups - 

meaning that all pupils in class get access to quality-first teacher input. 
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Guided Reading Sessions: A typical formal guided reading session will consist of 2 groups reading with an adult, 

sharing the text and asking and responding to various VIPER style reading questions (see Appendix 1- Reading Strategy). 

The other reading groups will access Lexia Core Plus, Reading Plus, or a suitable reading activity, independently. 

KS2 Whole-Class Shared Reading Sessions: Class teachers are responsible for teaching children how to read 

fluently, for both meaning and pleasure. Whole-class shared reading lessons take place in class to provide pupils with 

the opportunities to develop both their word reading skills and their comprehension skills.  

Lessons are planned to cover all the National Curriculum reading objectives and texts are chosen at an appropriate 

level to enable both a sense of success and an element of challenge. Shared reading lessons at St. Joseph’s are based 

on a book that is currently being read in class, a text extract or even a thought-provoking video (to develop skills 

which are used when reading text). There are opportunities for pupils to read aloud and to discuss the text in detail.  

Whole-class shared reading sessions are mostly verbal lessons, often with questions that pupils will answer on 

whiteboards and show the teacher for assessment purposes, however they may occasionally include answering 

questions and sharing ideas in writing, which would be recorded in pupils’ English books.  

At St. Joseph’s, we regularly use reading VIPERS (see Appendix 1 – Reading Strategy) when teaching shared reading 

and comprehension skills.  

The non-statutory National Curriculum guidance states:  

‘Even though pupils can now read independently, reading aloud to them should include whole books so that they meet books 

and authors that they might not choose to read themselves.’  

St. Joseph’s curriculum purposely focuses on novels and texts as a shared reading strategy to ensure that children 

access a breadth and depth of reading.  

7. Daily Shared Reading 

In shared reading, the teacher’s role is to make overt what good readers do and encourage children to be actively 

involved in reading in the moment. During shared reading, the children can access a text which may be challenging to 

them individually and expose them to language and vocabulary they may ordinarily find difficult when reading 

independently. Reading skills and strategies should be clearly modelled, and discussion should help children to have a 

deeper understanding of the text.  

Shared reading should have a specific focus and all abilities should be included in discussions by differentiated questions. 

Shared reading can take place within daily English lessons and through the reading of information texts related to other 

curriculum areas or it may take place for 10- 15 minutes at the end of each school day. Teachers and support staff 

read to the pupils and model the use of intonation and expression; this helps to extend pupils’ vocabulary and 

comprehension, as well as support their writing 

At St. Joseph’s, staff have collectively put together, guided by the English and Reading Leads, a selection of core books 

for each year group, with the aim of broadening pupils’ knowledge of different authors and genres as well to promote 

a love of reading. Pupils are exposed to a range of texts, and this is built on as they progress through year groups. 

8. School Reading Resources 

A range of resources are used at St. Joseph’s Catholic Infant and Junior Schools to improve reading and to develop a 

love of reading too. 
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School/Class Libraries: At the infant school, each classroom has their own class library, where the texts have been 

selected to ensure they match the reading abilities of the children in KS1. The reading areas have been designed in 

order to inspire a love of reading. 

In the junior school, each class also has their own library/reading area. Additionally, there is a well-stocked library with 

a range of book types and genres for all ages. Pupils can borrow a book to read in class during independent reading 

time and an extra book can be taken home to read too.  

Reading Plus: St. Joseph’s has a subscription to the online reading program ‘Reading Plus’. Reading Plus is an app 

primarily used in KS2 at St. Joseph’s and it helps students develop the skills they need to become proficient readers 

and lifelong learners. Pupils' complete assignments and earn points and combos which lead to certificates when pupils 

‘level up’. Pupils are motivated to read regularly on the app through the rewards they gain. Additionally, we encourage 

the use of Reading Plus at home; children can access the app at any time, as long as they have internet access.  

Lexia Core 5 Reading: We have also invested in the program ‘Lexia’, which many of our pupils benefit from. 

Accounts are created for all Year 3 children, as well as older pupils who require extra reading intervention. Lexia 

provides explicit, systematic, personalised learning on fundamental literacy skills for pupils of all ages and abilities. 

Children have the opportunity to use Lexia in class to develop their reading/general English skills and, similarly to 

Reading Plus, pupils are given logins so they can access Lexia from home too.  

9. Home Reading: 

Children across the school are given a home reader every Monday and Friday. Pupils should read part, or all of the 

book, across the week and parents/guardians should sign their child’s reading record book each evening. Parents are 

encouraged to write a short comment in the comment section, so teachers can be made aware of any queries or 

problems children may be facing whilst reading at home.  

St. Joseph’s children are encouraged to read widely. Therefore, as well as reading their home reader as homework, 

pupils are encouraged to read other books they may have and enjoy at home, newspapers, comics, e-books, articles 

on the internet, subtitles on television programs etc. Comments about other texts children have read should also be 

recorded in reading record books. 

 

Year 1 –5:  
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Year 6: 

 

10. Cross-Curricular Links  

With the implementation of our English curriculum, based on a study of quality texts, we immerse the children in a 

rich reading environment to support both word recognition, comprehension and vocabulary development. At St. 

Joseph’s, the teaching and learning of reading will span the entire curriculum, creating cross curricular links. On our 

yearly overviews, we have clearly highlighted these links in blue, which you can examples of below.  

KS1-  Example: 
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KS2 Example: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Reading and Phonics Interventions  

Phonics Intervention: Children who are unable to access the current daily phonics teaching in class will have phonics 

intervention at least 3 times per week for 15-20 minutes. The sessions will be 1:1 or small groups of no more than 4 

children. This intervention will be led by a trained TA and will use the Rocket Phonics programme at a level the child 

or children are able to access. 
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Boosting Reading Potential (BRP): Boosting Reading Potential is a 10-week intervention programme delivered 

one-to-one, by a trained teaching assistant, three times a week.  

Each session lasts 15 - 25 minutes and includes: 

• Practising independent reading skills on familiar and unfamiliar texts which will need to be returned 

daily.  

• Ongoing assessment analysing pupils’ reading styles looking for substitutions, mispronunciations, 

omissions, attempts, repetitions, self-corrections and appealing for help. 

• Working on unfamiliar texts with support, leading to independence and enhanced understanding. 

• Developing your child’s sight vocabulary and fluency alongside their phonological awareness in reading 

and writing.  

The BRP programme supports the acquisition of good reading skills and is specifically designed to improve the way 

children read, enabling them to be independent problem-solvers who read with understanding and enjoyment. 

The three BRP sessions will take place across the week. There is an expectation that each child continues with their 

normal home reading books, and brings the book back to school daily, so that they can be used in the BRP session.  

BRP is an intensive reading support programme, which seeks to build up early reading skills. School conduct 

assessments prior to and post the completion of the programme to demonstrate its impact and to assess if children 

require further intervention. Research tells us that if the children who require early intervention receive an intensive 

support programme, then they are more likely to maintain progress with their peers, as they move up the school.  

Other reading strategies, interventions and assessments to support reading and language acquisition: 

• York Assessment of Reading for Comprehension (YARK) 

• Salford Sentence Reading and Comprehension Test by Colin McCarty 

• Reading Between the Lines: Teaching children to understand inference by Catherine Delamain & Jill Spring 

• Colourful Semantics: A resource for developing children’s spoken and written skills by NHS Forth Valley 

• The British Picture Vocabulary Scale 

 

12. Assessments  

Assessments will be undertaken in various forms, including the following formative and summative assessments: 

• Talking to pupils and asking questions. 

• Discussing pupils’ work with them. 

• Marking work against the learning objectives.  

• Pupils’ self-evaluation of their work and their peers’ work. 

• Classroom tests and formal reading exams. 

For further information and details on assessment at St. Joseph’s, please see both our English and Assessment Policies. 

13. Fostering a Love of Reading 

At St. Joseph’s, we continually strive to develop our reading for pleasure opportunities, as we understand that it is 

vital children are supported to develop a love of reading. In addition to the reading strategies shared in the 

document above, we believe it is just as important to provide children with further opportunities to enrich the 

curriculum and their love of reading. We have outlined some of our strategies below, however this list is not 

exhaustive.  
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• Author Workshops: To further promote reading for pleasure, workshops with children’s authors take place 

each year. During these workshops, pupils take part in engaging activities to promote reading whilst having 

fun. Pupils also have the opportunity to purchase copies of books that have been signed by the author. 

• Reading Buddies: KS2 children read with KS1 children once a half term. This aids in promoting a love of 

reading and developing transitional links between schools. 

• Library Visits: Visits to our local library are offered to ensure children are familiar with libraries and are 

encouraged to go with an adult in their own time. Children are offered the opportunity to choose a book to 

borrow. 

• Book Fayre: Yearly Scholastic Book Fayres are held in school, enabling children and parents/carers to 

purchase books.  

Yearly Reading Events: 

• National Poetry Day: National Poetry Day is celebrated annually on the first Thursday in October and it is 

a mass celebration that encourages everyone to make, experience and share poetry with family and friends. 

National Poetry Day’s aim is to come together and share voices, words and stories, which help to bridge 

understanding in our community. Each year there is a different theme to focus on. 

• Christmas Carol Concerts and Performances: During the month of December, children in KS1 prepare 

and learn a script and songs for a nativity performance. KS2 children, retell the Christmas story through 

narration and Christmas carols. This allows the children to develop their speaking and listening, oral literacy, 

reading and performance skills.  

• World Book Day: World Book Day is celebrated annually on the first Thursday during March. Children are 

encouraged to dress up as their favourite book character and share an extract of their favourite book. The 

day is filled with a variety of reading and performing opportunities to encourage and foster a love of reading. 

• Shakespeare Week: Shakespeare Week is an annual national celebration near the end of March, organised 

by the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, giving primary school aged children a chance to have a great first 

encounter with Shakespeare - his characters, stories and language. 

• Performance Poetry Week: Each year, during the summer term, we hold a performance poetry week. 

This allows the children an opportunity to become immersed in poetry, both contemporary and classical and 

develop their oral literacy skills. Children learn and memorise poems off by heart and take part in a whole 

class poem and solo performances shared with the rest of the school community in an assembly. 

Monitoring & Review: 

This policy was reviewed and updated in March 2023 

By R. Nutton – English Lead 
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