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 The Second Sunday of Lent,  

4th–5th March 2023, Year A 
Saturday 4th 

March 

Vigil 

St Joseph 5pm Michael Kelly  

St Bede 5pm Margaret Jones (Deceased)  

Sunday 5th 

March 

2nd Sunday of 

Lent 

St John Boste 9:30am People of the Parish 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Gordon Family 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Lisa Taylor  

Parishes of St John XXIII & St Joseph, Birtley 
Incorporating: Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington;  

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw; St Bede, Usworth;  

St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph, Birtley 

Administrator: Audrey Huntley 0191 4163583  sj23office01@gmail.com  

In the Partnership of Benedict  

Birtley, Chester-le-Street, Penshaw, Sacriston, Washington 

Fr Jim O’Keefe                  0191 416 3805 

Fr Uchenna Odenigbo 0191 416 3583 

Fr Martin Wheaton         0770 996 1040 

Fr Vincent Waiga         0191 416 3583 

Deacon Frank O’Neill        0779 115 5845 

Deacon Peter Lavery  0730 505 9297 

Deacon Tony Joy          0779 989 3419  

We can all be Transfigured! 

Last week we were with Jesus in the desert, being tempted by the devil. Today we’re with him on 
a mountain, he’s being transfigured.  It is fascinating to take another look at the people who were 
with him.  Moses was the great law giver (teacher, shaper of the nation) who killed an Egyptian 
who was abusing a Hebrew slave and had to escape into exile.  Elijah was possibly the most 
powerful prophet, who slaughtered the prophets of Baal after the first ever bake off in history. He 
beat them in the ‘let’s see whose God is the most powerful’ competition. He also ran off into exile.  
Peter cut off the ear of the high priest’s servant who was healed by Jesus. He also denied Jesus 
three times. James and John had a nickname, ‘Boanerges’ – Sons of Thunder. None of them 

were shrinking violets, they amount to a pretty volatile group of people. 

Yet here they are in the presence of Jesus whose clothes became as white as the light and whose face shone like the sun. He was 
‘transfigured’ before them, they glimpsed something of the divinity of Jesus in those few moments. Perhaps this glimpse of the great 
teacher/lawyer and prophet in the presence of Jesus, sustained the Apostles on their journey to Jerusalem to face his passion and 

death. 

In the hearts of these five people, there dwelt a burning desire to do the right thing. Their human antics didn’t, in any way, stop the 
power of God from working through them.  Nor do our human antics stop God from working through us. We can take great comfort 
from this during Lent. We have the opportunity during these weeks to ask the Holy Spirit to open wide our hearts and minds and 
imaginations so that we too can do the right thing.  Today our sisters and brothers who are preparing to join our Church at Easter will 
be together in our Cathedral for the RCIA  ‘Rite of Election’. We pray for them, and maybe think that one of the ‘right things we can do’ 
is put ourselves out to make them welcome at Mass and on other occasions. One of the beautiful phrases in the Transfiguration story 
is the statement from Peter: ‘Lord, It is wonderful for us to be here’. Imagine if our celebrations of mass truly were an experience where 
strangers and newcomers experienced this ‘wonder’ and delight to be with us.  Folk would be queuing down the street to join us! Have 

a wonderful Transfiguring week. 

Jim O’Keefe 

mailto:sj23office01@gmail.com
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Mass Times & Intentions  -  Week Beginning Monday 6th March 2023 

Day Church Time Intention 

Monday 6th March 

 
Our Lady Queen of Peace 7pm The Intentions of Trevor Gaze 

Tuesday 7th March 

Ss Perpetua & Felicity  

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Clare Madden 

St Joseph 7pm Tony Walker (SVP)  

Wednesday 8th March 

St John of God  

St Bede 10am Teresa Irving 

St John Boste 7pm Doreen Bengston 

Thursday 9th March  

St Frances of Rome  

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Teresa & Geoff Storey RIP 

St Joseph 12 noon Peter Robinson  

Friday 10th March 

 

St John Boste 10am Jane and Tom Rutter and family  

St Joseph 10am Robert McCluskey  

Saturday 11th March Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Mary Davidson RIP 

Vigil 
St Joseph 5pm Harriet Rowntree  

St Bede 5pm Paul Monaghan (Deceased)  

Sunday 12th March 

3rd Sunday of Lent 

St John Boste 9:30am People of the Parish 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Terry and Brendan Ford  

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Jim Walker  

First Reading: The Call of Abraham 
Genesis 12:1-4  
The Lord said to Abram, “Leave your country, your family and your 
father’s house, for the land I will show you. I will make you a great 
nation; I will bless you and make your name so famous that it will be 
used as a blessing. I will bless those who bless you: I will curse 
those who slight you. All the tribes of the earth shall bless 

themselves by you.“ So Abram went as the Lord told him. 

 
 
Response to the Psalm: May your love be upon us, O Lord, as 
we place all our hope in you. 
 
 
Second Reading: The Response to God’s Love 
 2 Timothy 1:8-10  
With me, bear the hardships for the sake of the Good News, relying 
on the power of God who has saved us and called us to be holy - 
not because of anything we ourselves have done but for his own 
purpose and by his own grace. This grace had already been granted 
to us, in Christ Jesus, before the beginning of time, but it has only 
been revealed by the Appearing of our saviour Christ Jesus. He 
abolished death, and he has proclaimed life and immortality through 
the Good News. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Glory and praise to you, O Christ! From 
the bright cloud the Father’s voice was heard: “This is my Son, 
the Beloved. Listen to him.” Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
  
 

The Gospel: The Transfiguration  
Matthew 17:1-9  
Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led 
them up a high mountain where they could be alone. There in their 
presence he was transfigured; his face shone like the sun and his 
clothes became as white as the light. Suddenly Moses and Elijah 
appeared to them; they were talking with him. Then Peter spoke to 
Jesus. “Lord,” he said, “it is wonderful for us to be here; if you wish, I 
will make three tents here, one for you, one for Moses and one for 
Elijah.” He was still speaking when suddenly a bright cloud covered 
them with shadow, and from the cloud there came a voice which 
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; he enjoys my favour. Listen to 
him.” When they heard this, the disciples fell on their faces, 
overcome with fear. But Jesus came up and touched them. “Stand 

up,” he said. “Do not be afraid.” And when they raised their eyes 

they saw no one but only Jesus. As they came down from the 
mountain Jesus gave them this order. “Tell no one about the vision 
until the Son of Man has risen from the dead.” 
 
 
Gospel Reflection 
In today's gospel the disciples witness Jesus in glory. They hardly 
know what to do. Perhaps we should stay here, Peter suggests, and 
build shelters. But Jesus takes his friends back down the mountain 
and back to his work of seeking out the people who need his 
presence, love and healing. We, too, may have experienced 
glimpses of goodness and beauty, moments when we feel 
particularly close to God. May they strengthen us to actively live out 
God's love, reaching out to help families like fight the effects of 
climate change, as we work with others to tackle the cause of the 
climate crisis. 

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0JZQb4YxMN
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Each year on this second Sunday of Lent we read the account of 

the Transfiguration. It was the moment when the disciples were 

shown the divinity of Jesus on the Holy Mountain. The scene is 

reminiscent of Moses’ encounter with God on Sinai, when his face, 

too, shone like the sun. Moses and Elijah are present because they 

are the two Old Testament figures who experienced the presence 

of God on the Holy Mountain. With his usual impetuous generosity 

Peter attempts to “freeze” the moment. The public declaration of 

Jesus as God’s Son at the Baptism is repeated, but with the 

addition that Jesus is the authorized divine teacher; Matthew is 

alert to the implications for the Church of the presence of Christ as 

Teacher. The cloud is also a symbol of God’s presence, to which 

the human response can only be to fall to the ground in fear and 

reverence. The awesome moment of revelation cannot, however, 

last, and Jesus brings his disciples back to the dire realities before 

them with the reminder that his death must precede the revelation 

of his glory at the Resurrection. Until they have experienced the 

limitless generosity of his death, and the vindication by God of this 

love, they are not ready to spread the message of Jesus. What 

stands out for you in this account of the Transfiguration? How 

may it help you to deepen your own relationship with Christ? 

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 

© The Wednesday Word ®2023 

What’s On in the Parish 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - The Sacrament of Reconciliation is 
available in all of our Churches. We can celebrate Reconciliation 
after Mass at Our Blessed Lady Immaculate on Saturday mornings, 
at St John Boste on Friday mornings, and at Our Lady Queen of 
Peace on Thursday mornings – all after 10am mass. At St Bede’s - 
Wednesday 6-7pm . Thank you to all who are present in our 
Churches for the celebration of Reconciliation. 
Adoration of the  Blessed Sacrament - Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Church will be open on  Friday  afternoons, 2 pm to 3 pm for 
quiet prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. All are welcome. 

 

 

Other News  

CAFOD Turkey-Syria Earthquake Appeal 
CAFOD is responding with support of provision of food, water, 
shelter, medical assistance and winter kits for survivors. Your 
donations in recent months have made that quick response 
possible. Let us join CAFOD in praying for our sisters and brothers 
affected by the earthquakes and the winter weather. Your support 
for CAFOD throughout the year allows our Catholic agency to act 
quickly when disasters strike. For more details visit CAFOD’s 
Turkey Syria Emergency Appeal online at https://cafod.org.uk/give.  
Catholic Schools Admission Appeals Panels  
The Diocesan Department for Education is looking for volunteers to 
serve on admission appeals panels for Catholic schools.  Appeal 
panel members hear parents' appeal cases when, occasionally, 
they feel that the school they have been allocated for their child is 
not appropriate or practical. If you are interested in education and 
want to get involved, though you do not need to be a teacher, 
have excellent listening skills combined with the ability to put 
people at ease and make balanced decisions,  
have the time to offer (usually appeals last half a day, a day, or two 
at each sitting) and are willing to undertake training to understand 
the rules of school admissions then this is an excellent way to 
serve Catholic schools. For more information and to obtain an 
application form, please email education@diocesehn.org.uk  or 
phone 0191 243 331 . 
The Joy of the Gospel - “Life grows by being given away, and it 
weakens in isolation and comfort.” [EG 10] 
Evangelii Gaudium, the Joy of the Gospel, looks at the new 
evangelisation for the transmission of the faith and has chapters on 
the following subjects: The Church’s Missionary Transformation; 
The Crisis of Communal Commitment; The Proclamation of the 
Gospel; The Social Dimension of Evangelization; Spirit-Filled 
Evangelizers. The full text of Evangelii Gaudium can be 
downloaded here. Quick Link: Sharing the Faith. 
CAFOD Fast Day Envelopes - Please return your envelopes to 
church this weekend or the following weekend at the latest. 
Pope Francis and Lent 2023 - Lent is a time for reflecting and 
taking stock. As we prepare ourselves for the resurrection of Christ, 
it is a natural precursor to the new beginnings of Spring. It is a time 
when we journey through a period of abstinence, seeking to avoid 
the temptations of all that may take us away from God. In his 
Message for Lent 2023, Pope Francis highlights the relationship 
between the Lenten journey and the synodal journey, which are 
both rooted in tradition and open to newness. Personal and 
ecclesial ‘transfiguration’ is the goal of the ascetical journey of 
Lent, and similarly of the synodal process. Pope Francis takes his 
inspiration from the Gospel account of the Transfiguration, 
proclaimed each year on the Second Sunday of Lent. As with the 
chosen disciples at the Transfiguration, Jesus “takes us with Him to 
a place apart” during the season of Lent. Read his full 
message here. 
St. Bedes Water Aid Project 
We have recently donated a cheque for £2750 + £10 cash to UK 
registered Grifaid Water Filters who provide clean water filters to 
many countries in desperate need, Turkey, Ukraine and Uganda 
being top priority at present. 
The £2750 + £10 cash will provide safe drinking water for over 
3,000 people, the filters lasting approximately six years. 
The Grifaid Trust would like to thank each and everyone of you in 
our parish for your very generous donations. 
Our project is ongoing. Thank you for supporting us.  

Masses are live-streamed daily at 10am everyday, except 
Monday when Mass is live-streamed at 7pm 

Please click the link https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw to 
view  from one of our Churches.  

In addition, we live-stream Mass from St Joseph’s, Birtley on:   
Tuesday at 7pm; Thursday at 12 Noon; Saturday at 5pm. 

To access live streaming from St Joseph’s Birtley, please click the 

link https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley. 

Stations of the Cross in Lent 

Church Day Time 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate Sunday 4pm 

Our Lady Queen of Peace (Live 

Streamed) 

Wednesday 12 Noon 

St John Boste Wednesday 6:30pm 

St Bede Thursday 6pm 

St Joseph Thursday 7pm 

https://cafod.org.uk/give
mailto:education@diocesehn.org.uk
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2019/07/evangelii-gaudium-EN.pdf
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/sharing-the-faith/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/pope-francis-our-lenten-journey-is-synodal/
https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley
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Catholic Social Teaching: Catholic Social Teaching have their own monthly newsletter 
bringing a variety of information from its members of how CST has helped them and 
examples of CST in action around the Diocese. You can read or download the latest issue 

now. 

Holy Island SVP Vinnie Camp 2023 Are you interested in your child having a holiday in 
2023? Let them join us for a week on Holy Island, They'll stay in our Centre and be looked 
after by DBS checked and trained helpers who will ensure they have a safe, fun time. We do 
lots of interesting and enjoyable activities such as rock pooling, longball, football, rounders, 
walking, craft and art , table tennis, quizzes and competitions and marathons as well as laser 
tag, silly sports, sand castle building, swimming and scavenger hunts. Girls and boys can be 
aged 9-12 and it is a great way for them to meet new people and make friends from all over 
the North East. A week's all-inclusive holiday costs £150 and can be paid in instalments. In 
some circumstances children may be able to receive partial or full funding to attend. If you're 
interested, or know of a child who could benefit from such a holiday, please visit our website 
for further details  at https://www.svp.org.uk/microsite/holy-island  Applications open now. 
Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage 
Bookings in the summer are now LIVE! Hexham and Newcastle will travel on Pilgrimage from 
Friday 28th July to Friday 4th August 2023. 
To register with our tour operator, Tangney Tours, please click here: 
https://www.tangney-tours.com/pilgrimages/lourdes/newcastle-lourdes 
This will secure your travel and hotel. 
Anyone who wishes to register as a helper will need to complete a Diocesan form, the links to 
which can be found here Adult Registered Helpers and here Youth Section . 

If you are travelling independently but would still like to register as a helper, please click the 
links above. Registration for helpers will close on Friday 17th March 2023. 
Please note, for this year, our youth section is open to anyone aged 18 – 25 years. We are 
sorry to announce that under 18s will not be able to register as helpers for this year. This is a 
directive from our Diocesan Trustees. This decision will be reviewed in future years. Thank 
you for your understanding.  
If you would like to stay in the Accueil Marie Saint-Frai (hospital for Assisted Pilgrims), please 
ring our Pilgrimage Director, Fr. Michael Humble, directly on 0191 5281992. 
Lourdes Pilgrimage Office: lourdes@diocesehn.org.uk , Lourdes 
Hospitalité: lourdes.hospitalite@diocesehn.org.uk , Lourdes 
Youth: lourdes.youth@diocesehn.org.uk  
Diocesan Courses - The Diocesan Liturgy team’s courses for formation and Days of 
Reflection is available for the beginning of 2023.  
New Liturgical Leaders of Celebrations of the Word and Holy Communion - 28th 
February 2023—14th March 2023. An introductory course, over three sessions, which 
helps new lay leaders to begin learning about this ministry, held at St Hilda’s Diocesan 
Resource Centre, West Road, Newcastle upon Tyne NE15 7PY. 
The programme consists of three sessions: Session 1: Tuesday 28th February, 10am – 
3pm. Session 2: Tuesday 7th March, 10am – 3pm. Session 3: Tuesday 14th March, 10am – 
3pm. Participants to bring their own packed lunch for the day event, tea and coffee provided. 
Cost: £20 per participant. 
If you would like to come along, please contact your parish priest to discuss with him 
and then he (or the parish secretary) can complete a registration form on your behalf. 
For further information please email: adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk. 
Justice & Peace - Prayer Vigil at Derwentside Immigration Removal Centre (DIRC). The 
monthly prayer vigil held on the first Sunday of each month at 3pm at the barrier to the DIRC 
continues. The purpose is to pray for the women who are detained there, to stand in solidarity 
with them and to witness by our presence that their detention is inhumane, unjust and 
incompatible with our faith, which calls us to recognise the unique dignity of each person. All 
are welcome to come along to a short prayer service which incorporates a time of silence. 
The postcode for the Centre on Corbridge Road, Medomsley is DH8 6QY. If you are unable 
to join in person, please join in prayer from home at 3pm. The next in person vigil will be held 
on Sunday 5th March 2023 at 3pm. 
Visit the Justice and Peace webpage where you will find more details, including an online 
version of the prayer vigil (view here) or email: lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com. 
The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following vacancy: Administrator, 
Vicariate for Faith and Mission (maternity cover) – full-time. Closing date: 15 March 2023. 
Please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full details or contact us on 0191 243 3301. 

Reflections  

Diocesan Weekly reflections can be 

found by clicking here.  

Examen - Please follow the links to 
go to Pray as You Go: Saturday Examen    
2nd Sunday of Lent  
 

Prayers - If you would like to request 
prayers from the parish community for 
someone who is sick, or recently 
deceased, please click on the links below 
and complete the necessary forms. This 
will enable their names to be included in 

private prayer and during various Masses.  

For Prayers for the Sick   

For Prayers for the Deceased  

or ring 0191 4163583   

Finance - Standing Order forms and 
Gift Aid forms are available by clicking on 

the following links:  

For St John XXIII        For St Joseph’s  

or ring 0191 4163583.  

Sick and Recently 

Deceased - To view the sick and 

recently deceased list please click here.   

Parish Newsletter If you have 

any comments you wish to make about the 

Parish Newsletter, please click here. 

For the latest information, 

please go to any of the following 

Websites: 

Parish of St John XXIII  

Parish of St Joseph’s   

Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle  

All the Links you will ever 

need! 

Please click here or Scan the 

QR Code with your mobile 

phone to go to a site containing 

All the Links You’ll Ever Need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To post a notice on this 
Newsletter, please click here 

https://diocesehn.org.uk/services/caritas/justice-peace/#cst
https://www.svp.org.uk/microsite/holy-island
https://www.tangney-tours.com/pilgrimages/lourdes/newcastle-lourdes
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=rbNF1OvKcEahMOeyP9EtH4aGb9rZh-ROn3V5mLnMBcRUN1ZHNEJOQkJYMlVONkQ4NjRDVzExRUo1OS4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=rbNF1OvKcEahMOeyP9EtH4aGb9rZh-ROn3V5mLnMBcRUM1NUTDUwRURZNlNOMFpFT0QwOFRUMDBBRy4u
mailto:lourdes@diocesehn.org.uk
mailto:lourdes.hospitalite@diocesehn.org.uk
mailto:lourdes.youth@diocese.org.uk
mailto:adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk
https://diocesehn.org.uk/services/caritas/justice-peace/
https://youtu.be/ddbFtUHmt2Q
mailto:lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#prayer
https://pray-as-you-go.org/player/2023-03-04
https://pray-as-you-go.org/player/2023-03-05
https://pray-as-you-go.org/player/2023-03-05
https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/afyRYBHHR8
https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/QEabOaHslS
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nLt97ZhfuydGN9VFmTH9G2nRL3SmwR_o/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xt5s8cqeGbeM7qQPUfnz-vkeyJzmPOTg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w-kNpYKYjGmkI6NeKMwGym4JUeptRc0H/view?usp=sharing
mailto:stjohn23bulletin@gmail.com
https://www.washingtoncatholic.org.uk/
http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d6X-d5ymsrFS4neMdcFgf01caiql7M6S/view?usp=sharing
mailto:stjohn23bulletin@gmail.com
mailto:stjohn23bulletin@gmail.com

