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OUR VISION  

 

Lord, in our daily lives, may we love and serve like St. Joseph, care and protect like St. Joseph, work and teach like St. Joseph, 

show compassion and loyalty like St. Joseph, have trust and faith like St. Joseph.  

We follow St. Joseph’s virtues and remember our significance in God’s world. Amen.  

 

OUR MISSION 
Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone, to heal and strengthen serve and teach to live the 

word they’ve known. Built of hopes and dreams and vision, rock of faith and vault of grace; here the love of Christ shall end 

divisions. All are welcome in this place. 

 

 

The Nature of Collective Worship and Liturgical Prayer  

Collective Worship in a Catholic school celebrates God’s presence in our lives. We believe that Christian worship 

in a Catholic school is concerned with giving glory, honour, praise and thanks to God. It is our loving response, in 

word and action, to God’s invitation to enter into a relationship, made possible through the work of Jesus Christ and 

the witness of the Holy Spirit. 

 

‘The celebration of Catholic liturgies and prayers is an integral part of its teaching and learning and should enable a school 

community to become reflective, experience the presence of God and develop a mature spirutual life’ (Christ at the Centre, 

Rev. Marcus Stock, 2005). 

 

St. Joseph’s School pride themselves on delivering high quality liturgical prayer and Masses, which create an 

atmosphere of serenity, peace and inner calm. 

 

Legal Requirements 

We acknowledge the legal requirement that there must be a daily act of worship for all pupils. We understand that 

simply holding an assembly that includes a prayer, said either by the teacher or everyone present, does not fulfil this 

requirement. We also acknowledge that collective worship and assembly are distinct activities. They may sometimes 

form part of the same gathering, but the difference between the two will always be made clear. The act of worship 

can take place at any time during the day and can be either a single act of worship for all pupils, or separate acts of 

worship in school groups.  For the purposes of this strategy, we will utilise the terminology of ‘Prayer, Liturgy and 

Meditation’, as Collective Worship is the common secular term for the act.   

 

The act of worship is not designated curriculum time under regulations and will not be subsumed under any part of 

the curriculum, including Religious Education. The local governing committee ultimately responsible for arranging 

Collective Worship, in consultation with the headteacher and the Prayer and Liturgy/Chaplaincy coordinator.  

All children are welcomed and encouraged to have a close relationship with God and a variety of approaches are 

used in Prayer and Liturgy to suit all abilites and temprements, regardless of academic ability.  

 

The Place of Prayer, Meditation and Liturgical Prayer in the Life of our School 

Worship in this school is more than just a legal requirement. It is an integral part of school life and central to the 

Catholic tradition. St. Joseph’s School endorse the belief that Prayer, Meditation and Liturgical Prayer takes into 

account the religious and educational needs of all who share in it: 

• Those who form part of the worshipping community in church 

• Those for whom school may be their first and only experience of church 

• Those from other Christian traditions – or none 

• Those from other faith backgrounds. 

Worship is an experience to which all can contribute and from which all can gain. 
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The Aims of Prayer, Liturgical Prayer and Meditation 

Collective Worship in St. Joseph’s School aims to provide opportunities for all pupils and staff to: 

 

• Contemplate the mystery of God 

• Reflect on spiritual and moral issues 

• Explore personal beliefs 

• Respond to and to celebrate life 

• Experience a sense of belonging and to develop community spirit 

• Develop a common ethos and shared values 

• Enrich religious experience 

• Grow in liturgical understanding and development 

• Pray using prayers which are part of the Catholic tradition 

• Reinforce positive attitudes 

• Participate fully 

• Take time out ‘to wonder at’, ‘to come to terms with’ and ‘to give worth to.’ 

 

Principles and Practices 

St. Joseph’s School facilitates Prayer, Liturgical Prayer and Meditation in addition to the 10% Religous Education 

curriculum that it delivers to pupils. Prayer, Liturgical Prayer and Meditation is an important and relevant act in our 

daily celebration of our life together as a Christian and prayerful community. 

 

In our provision for Prayer, Liturgical Prayer and Meditation we aim to: 

• ensure that the teachings of the Gospels are readily communicated to the children, their families and 

visitors. 

• experience a sense of belonging and community  

• respond to and celebrate life, taking time to wonder 

• use prayer as a reflective and personal experience in seeking to get closer to God by sharing in his living 

experience and refelcting on moral issues 

• use the mediums of music, song, drama, story and prayer in promoting self-awareness and understanding of 

our daily role in seeking to live together in a growing Christian and Catholic environment. 

• ensure children from other religious backgrounds to have the opportunity to pray. 

 

In our school we expect the children and staff to take part in a daily act of worship. 

 

All forms of Prayer, Liturgical Prayer and Meditation usually follow the format outlined below so that pupils will 

understand some of the basic principles and elements of Liturgy including: 

• Gathering and greeting 

• Liturgy of the Word 

• Reflection/Mission 

• Sending Forth 

 

Following this format assists children in liturgical formation and enables them to follow a ‘formula’ when preparing 

their own liturgies.  

 

Liturgical Prayer Time Tables 

Collective Worship takes place in a number of ways. Monday’s worship is purposely rigid in its approach and follows 

the liturgical calendar. The children explore the Sunday’s Gospel reading and where possible, child friendly versions 

of the Gospel are used. Worship is planned with pupils, but where possible, delivered by the children on alternative 

weeks to the Senior Leadership Team leading liturgy. As Year 2 children progress throughout the academic year, 

there is an expectation that they will start to lead whole-school worship in the summer term, or sooner, if able.  
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Prayer, Liturgical Prayer and Meditation Weekly Overview 

 

Monday’s Liturgical Prayer Gathering 

The school community meets each week in the hall on a Monday to hear the Gospel reading from the previous 

Sunday. Teachers help pupils to plan the weekly liturgy and classes are on a rota system to ensure fairness, and the 

development of liturgical skills across the phases.   

 

During whole-school collective worship sessions, children are: reverent, respectful, meditative and engaged. They 

take pride in presenting worship to their peers and understand the importance of gathering together as a community.  

Class-based liturgical prayer includes:  

 

• A gathering song 

• Mission Statement and vision 

• ‘Special People’ to bring forward the year group candles 

• A gathering mantra e.g. ‘Year 3 are ready to pray’ or another suitable statement 

• Procession of the Gospel with a sung Gospel acclamation 

• Reading or dramatisation of the Gospel reading by the children who have prepared the readings. 

• A short prayer written by the children which explains how we can use the Gospel in our everday life 

• A brief homily/explanation by a member of the SLT, which puts the Gospel into context 

• Prayers of Intercession 

• A final hymn 

 

The Senior Leadership Team liturgy includes and is purposely rigid in its approach:  

 

• A gathering song 

• Mission Statement and vision 

• A sung Gospel acclamation 

• Reading the Gospel reading by the children who have prepared the readings. 

• A brief homily/explanation by a member of the SLT, which puts the Gospel into context 

• Prayers of Intercession 

• A final hymn 

 

The use of this strategy ensures that pupils are exposed to a combination of child-led worship and adult-led worship 

and pupils become liturgy ambassadors. Evangelisation is a powerful force and pupils’ participation in liturgical prayer 

should never be underestimated.  

 

Wednesday’s Prayer – Statements of Belief in Pastoral Care Groups 

The school community meets together in classes most fortnights on a Tuesday or Wednesday morning to focus upon 

the ‘Statements of Belief’, which are recommended by the Diocesan Education Service. The statements are used as 

a target for the rest of the week.  

 

Our prayer sessions allow all pupils to engage in collective worship/creative prayer activities, in their house groups 

(St. George, David, Andrew and Patrick). The ‘Statement to Live By’ liturgy is planned by pupils and delivered during 

the fortnightly Pastoral Care sessions; during which, buddies care for their peers and the sense of respectful, prayerful 

silences is poignant. Children enjoy the sense of responsibility that comes with planning liturgy, which helps them to 

develop an increasingly developed attitude while demonstrating their understanding of the practical matters of prayer 

and spirituality.  

The community often gather together and sit in a horse shoe or circle, depending on the nature of the focal point 

being displayed during the session. This is also an opportunity for prayer and praise through silence, reflection, singing, 

meditiation and prayer. 

 

The ‘Statements of Belief’ gathering is also a vehicle to remind pupils about the Catholic Social Teaching of the church 

and their local and global responsibilities.  
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Children are able to create focal points, welcoming actions and prayerful time for their peers. In addition to this, they 

also work cross-year group and develop leadership skills to coordinate a small team that guides the liturgy.  

 

A rota has been designed to allow parents an opportunity to share in their children’s ‘Little Liturgical Prayer’, at least 

once per term. Our Little Liturgical Prayer sessions encourage our children and parents alike, to enjoy a period of 

calm, silence and stillness at the start of a busy day.  

 

Class Prayer Book 

Each class from Reception to Year 6 has been given a class prayer book. Each pupil will be given the opportunity to 

take it in turns to write a prayer in the book, at home, and return it to school the following day. The book will follow 

the class throughout their time in school. 

 

Inside this little book of prayer, 

 Our thoughts to God we give, 

And turn to him in times of need  

To show us how to live. 

Two minutes of your time to spare, 

Is all St. Joseph’s asks, 

To come up with a heartfelt prayer, 

As one of your little tasks. 

 

Daily Class Based Prayer 

Each class teacher has a set of four prayers which are said throughout the course of the day. It is important to realise 

that these prayers do not ‘puncutuate’ the day, but are there to provide opportunities of reflection and a ‘pause for 

thought’. 

 

The morning collective worship time together (after the register) is often a time where pupils may ask the class to 

pray for their intention and a time where they can share the class prayer book together. 

 

Collective Worship in classes is permeated with ‘meditation for children’ and poignant silences and the daily class 

prayer book has been a big success, with families engaging in prayer writing and commenting: ‘It has been big hit in 

our household!’ 

 

All pupils are encouraged to make the Sign of the Cross accurately and correctly.  

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

Key Stage One Prayers: 

From my head to my heart, 

shoulder to shoulder, 

I belong to God Our Father.  

Amen.  
 

Morning 

Thank you, God, for this new day, 

In my school to work and play, 

Please by with me all day long, 

In every story, game and song, 

May all the happy things we do 

Make you our Father happy too. 

Amen. 

 

Morning 

O my God I give to you, all that I say and 

think and do, 

All my work and all my play, 

I will give to you today. 

Amen 
 

Grace Before Meals 

Thank you for the world so sweet, 

Thank you for the food we eat, 

Thank you for the birds that sing, 

Thank you God for everything. 

Amen 

 

Grace After Meals 

Thank you for the world so sweet, 

Thank you for the food we eat, 

Thank you for the birds that sing, 

Thank you, God, for everything. 

Amen. 

 

Evening Prayer 
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God our Father, I come to say, 

Thank you for your love today. 

Thank you for my family 

And all the friends you give to me. 

Guard me in the dark of night, 

And in the morning send your light. 

Amen. 

 

Dear Jesus, 

Please keep us safe on our way from school 

tonight. 

Amen 

 

Key Stage Two Prayers: 

 

Morning 

O Lord God, bless our school. 

That by working together and playing 

together, 

We may learn to serve you and serve one 

another,  

Amen 

 

Grace Before Meals 

For sun and rain, for fruit and grain, 

For friends we love so dearly. 

For gentle moments and kindly hearts, 

We thank thee, Lord, sincerely. 

Amen. 

 

Grace After Meals 

Thank you, God, for the food we have eaten, 

Thank you, God, for all our friends. 

Thank you, God, for everything. 

Thank you, God. 

Amen. 

 

Evening Prayer 

God our Father, I've come to say 

Thank you for your love today. 

Thank you for my family  

and all the friends you give to me. 

Guard me in the dark of night  

and in the morning, send your light.  

Amen 

 

Other Prayers 

The following two prayers are introduced and taught to pupils in Reception. The prayers are said 

during whole-school and class-based prayer.  

 

Our Father 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Amen 

 

Hail Mary 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou among women, 

And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners, 

Now and at the hour of our death. 

Amen 

In Key Stage 2, the prayers below may also be taught and referred to during prayer. 

Act of Contrition 

Oh my God,  

Because you are so good  

I am very sorry that I have sinned against you,  

And by the help of your grace  

I will not sin again 

Amen. 

 

Prayer to Guardian Angel 

Angel of God, my guardian dear, 

To whom God's love entrusts me here, 

Ever this day be at my side, 

To light and guard, to rule and guide. 

Amen. 

Glory Be to the Father 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit, 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 

shall be, 
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World without end. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Eternal Rest 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 

And let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace.  

Amen. 

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi  

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love 

Where there is injury, pardon 

Where there is doubt, faith 

Where there is despair, hope 

Where there is darkness, light 

And where there is sadness, joy 

 

 

O Divine Master, grant that I may 

Not so much seek to be consoled as to 

console 

To be understood, as to understand 

To be loved, as to love 

For it is in giving that we receive 

And it's in pardoning that we are pardoned 

And it's in dying that we are born to Eternal 

Life 

Amen 

 

There are also a number of prayers included in the home-school reading diary which introduces pupils to 

alternative prayers to say. The class teacher should help support pupils to develop their prayer skills and expose 

them to a new prayer at least termly. The prayers include: 

Prayer to St. Francis of Assisi – Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, The Rosary, Act of Contrition as 

well as The Nicene and Apostles’ Creeds.  

 

Meditation 

When we participate in Catholic meditation, God allows us to experience natural, physical and human benefits 

as well. Meditation often reduces anxiety, which is the body’s natural response to a real or perceived threat. 

It can be used to help a person prepare for taking action or to self-soothe after an action. It can also be used 

to relax, calm, support, and ground people when their anxieties are irrational. Meditation and relaxation can 

lead to a decrease in blood pressure, respiration, heart rate, muscle tension, and obsessive thinking. 

 

Meditation can be guided, with a script, or be conducted in silence.  

A simple approach is:  

Leader:  

‘Be still and know that I am God. 

Be still and know that I am. 

Be still and know. 

Be still. 

Be.’ 

 

Silent meditation can allow an opportunity for the presence of God to enter the life of the meditator and 

silence in the lives of children cannot be underestimated, given the current climate of screentime, social media, 

Whatsapp and other external factors.  

 

Meditation should take place at least weekly, in class.  

 

 

Class Focal Points 

All classes have a focal point for prayer, near the front of their classrooms, appropriately dressed in the season’s 

liturgical colours. Each table should have a Bible, or lectionary, a crucifix and a candle. Other religious artefacts, 

appropriate to the season, may also be on the table. It is important that focal points are changed regularly and 

link to the liturgical season of the church. Additional resources have been purchased to supplement class 

Collective Worship. These are available in the ‘Pastoral Care’ box.  

 

‘Come and See’ End of Unit Liturgical Prayer 
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At the end of each topic every class also has the opportunity to celebrate the unit of work with a Diocesan 

liturgy (available on the Diocesan website) as well as a child initiated celebration. However, teachers are 

encouraging children to produce their own liturgy based on the four key areas of liturgy as mentioned above 

and school has purchased supplementary resources from the Diocese of Nottingham, to support this. All class 

teachers have been given the ‘Let us Pray’ resource, from the Diocesean Education Service. Each teacher is 

now able to facilitate a child initated liturgy. Pupils are able to select the card that they feel is appropiate to 

the Gospel reading and atmosphere that they want to create. Pupils take it in turns to lead the celebration 

liturgy. The end of unit liturgies need to be recorded in pupils books at the end of the topic.  

 

Preparation for Collective Worship/Liturgy 

Hymn practices are delivered in partnership with the school Chaplain and the Headteacher, who is a trained 

organist. Consequently, we ensure pupils know a wide repertoire of music and are confident in communal 

singing as well as cantoring parts of the Mass.  

 

A liturgy planning sheet will be utilised to plan and prepare liturgical prayer and this is then recorded within 

floor books to document the school’s progression and regularity of collective worship. Sometimes photographs 

may be used to show evidence or to prompt pupils’ abilities to discuss, remember and articulate liturgical 

prayer.  

 

Mass 

Pupils are offered a range of worship including: Service of the Word and the Eucharist with Deacon Peter 

Lavery and Mass either in school, or at church, with Fr. Martin Wheaton. A combination of a simple meditative 

approach, appreciating the beauty of the Eucharist and whole-school occasions help pupils demonstrate 

liturgical literacy, knowledge and leadership of Mass. A series of Masses have been planned for the academic 

year of 2022 onwards, with pupils leading worship for the parish on a monthly basis, as well as Holy days of 

obligation.  

 

Parishioners and parents have been invited into school on a weekly basis for Mass, as a result, Mass has become 

more inclusive and accessible to the local community. Consequently, attendance from these groups has steadily 

increased.  

 

Our Friday morning monthly masses, occur in conjunction with the parish of St. Joseph’s Church, Birtley, and 

are served by Fr. Martin Wheaton (with Fr. Jim O’Keefe as Partnership Lead). These Masses are a time when 

the whole school community can join together with the Parish to celebrate the Eucharist. Pupils from both 

Key Stage 1 and 2 are given the opportunity to read, choose the hymns and bring up the gifts for the offertory. 

 

Feedback and Pupil Voice 

Opportunities for feedback can be taken from governors, parishioners, parents, teachers and pupils will be 

available at the end of each gathering, with external support. ‘Comment Cards’ are used to centralise the 

feedback process and are kept as evidence by the Religious Education Coordinator as a means of stakeholder 

consultation. The evidence file will be available for any member of the school community to view, upon request.  

 

Children of Other Faiths 

Children of other faiths are asked to respect the traditions of the Catholic church and are expected to 

participate as far as they are able to, in our worship. We recognise that there are children of other faiths 

attending our school, and we are respectful of their rights and traditions. It is hoped that all children in our 

setting will participate in daily prayer, liturgical prayer and meditation.  

 

Special Education Needs and/or Disability 

A variety of prayer types will be offered to suit pupils of all abilities and learning styles. By ensuring variety, the 

pupils with SEND will be accomodated for during Collective Worship as they would with any other lesson.  

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

This policy will be copied to all staff. It will be monitored, evaluated and reviewed by the Religious Education 

Coordinator and Chaplain in conjunction with Fr. Jim O’Keefe and Deacon Peter Lavery (RE/Catholic Life and Faith Link 
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Governors) and updated regularly. Copies will be made available to parents upon request. A copy will be made 

available on the school website.  

 

 

 

 

Examples of Focal Point Good Practice 
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Liturgical Prayer Quiz 

 

1. What is the definition of liturgy? 

 

 

2. What is the purpose of Mass? 

 

 

3. The place where the word is usually proclaimed is: 

 

a) Sanctuary 

b) Lectern  

c) Lectionary 

d) Ambo 

 

4. Name four aspects of Liturgy of the Word, in order: 

 

•   

•   

•   

•   

 

 

5. If the Sunday’s Gospel is an unsuitable reading which cannot be adapted for children for Monday’s 

liturgy, you should: 

 

a) Still attempt to adapt the reading 

b) Choose another version of the same events from another Gospel writer 

c) Seek inspiration from the first or second reading 

d) None of the above – scrap liturgy 

 

 

6. If you decide to use a text for Monday’s liturgy which is from one of St. Paul’s letters you should: 

 

a) Still use a Gospel Acclamation to introduce the letter 

b) Not use a Gospel Acclamation to introduce the letter 

 

7. What is the best way to present the Gospel?: 

 

a) Give each child a sentence to read aloud – after all, we need to be inclusive 

b) Drama – after all, I have some great play actors in my class 

c) PowerPoint and commentary 

d) Doesn’t matter as long as it proclaims the message clearly 

e) None of the above I have a better way.  

 

8. Where do you find the Sunday’s Gospel reading?: 

 

 

 

 

9. Write a rule for presenting an effective liturgy:  
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10. The General Instruction of the Roman Missal says the Bidding Prayers should contain: 

 

 

a) Whatever you want – after all, it’s the children’s Mass or liturgy.  

b) Prayers about the needs of the church; for public authorities and the salvation of the whole 

world; for those burdened by any kind of difficulty and for the local community. 

c) Prayers for the poor in the less economically developed countries; for those in natural disasters; 

for the local community and for the needs of the church. 

d) Prayers for the local community; for the needs of the church; for those burdened and for the 

public authorities. 

 

 

11. The General Instruction of the Roman Missal states the Bidding Prayers should: 

 

a) Be really wordy – it sounds much better that way. 

b) Spoken in a solemn voice with wise liberty.  

 

12. Bidding Prayers should start with: 

 

a) Dear Jesus 

b) We pray for 

c) For the Church 

d) None of the above 

 

13. The General Instruction of the Roman Missal states that the Bidding Prayers should: 

 

a) Always end in a Hail Mary. 

b) Never end in a Hail Mary.  

c) Say a Hail Mary if the Priest wants one.  

d) None of the above.  

 

 

14. At School Mass, the order of priorities for singing are: 
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Liturgical Prayer Quiz 

 

1. What is the definition of liturgy? 

On the one hand, liturgy often means the whole complex of official services, all the rites, ceremonies, prayers, 

and sacraments of the Church, as opposed to private devotions. In this sense we speak of the arrangement of 

all these services in certain set forms (e.g. administration of sacraments, etc.), used officially by any local church. 

 

2. What is the purpose of Mass? 

The purpose is to participate in hearing the Word of God and receive the Body and Blood of Christ. Mass is 

the Eucharistic Sacrifice that Jesus Christ offered on the Cross at Calvary. It is the source and summit of the 

Christian life. - 

3. The place where the word is usually proclaimed is: 

 

a) Sanctuary 

b) Lectern  

c) Lectionary 

d) Ambo 

 

4. Name four aspects of Liturgy of the Word, in order: 

 

•   

•   

•   

•   

 

 

5. If the Sunday’s Gospel is an unsuitable reading which cannot be adapted for children for Monday’s 

liturgy, you should: 

 

a) Still attempt to adapt the reading 

b) Choose another version of the same events from another Gospel writer 

c) Seek inspiration from the first or second reading 

d) None of the above – scrap liturgy 

 

 

6. If you decide to use a text for Monday’s liturgy which is from one of St. Paul’s letters you should: 

 

c) Still use a Gospel Acclamation to introduce the letter 

d) Not use a Gospel Acclamation to introduce the letter 

 

7. What is the best way to present the Gospel?: 

 

a) Give each child a sentence to read aloud – after all, we need to be inclusive 

b) Drama – after all, I have some great play actors in my class 

c) PowerPoint and commentary 

d) Doesn’t matter as long as it proclaims the message clearly 

e) None of the above I have a better way.  

 

8. Where do you find the Sunday’s Gospel reading?: 

 

 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12345b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13295a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03744a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12275b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13295a.htm
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9. Write a rule for presenting an effective liturgy:  

 

 

 

 

10. The General Instruction of the Roman Missal says the Bidding Prayers should contain: 

 

 

a) Whatever you want – after all, it’s the children’s Mass or liturgy.  

b) Prayers about the needs of the church; for public authorities and the salvation of the 

whole world; for those burdened by any kind of difficulty and for the local 

community. 

c) Prayers for the poor in the less economically developed countries; for those in natural disasters; 

for the local community and for the needs of the church. 

d) Prayers for the local community; for the needs of the church; for those burdened and for the 

public authorities. 

 

 

11. The General Instruction of the Roman Missal states the Bidding Prayers should: 

 

a) Be really wordy – it sounds much better that way. 

b) Spoken in a solemn voice with wise liberty.  

 

12. Bidding Prayers should start with: 

 

a) Dear Jesus 

b) We pray for 

c) For the Church 

d) None of the above 

 

13. The General Instruction of the Roman Missal states that the Bidding Prayers should: 

 

a) Always end in a Hail Mary. 

b) Never end in a Hail Mary.  

c) Say a Hail Mary if the Priest wants one.  

d) None of the above – it was an addition in the revised translation of the Mass in the 

1960s by the Archbishop of Liverpool as he said ‘there isn’t a prayer to Our Lady in 

the Mass’; as a consequence, he added in the ‘Hail Mary’ and it became a habit to say 

the prayer at the end of the bidding prayers.  

 

 

14. At School Mass, the order of priorities for singing are: 
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*Exemplar* 

Gathering Song: e.g. O Word of God, Come all you people, Freedom is coming, Come and 

gather beneath the tree of life.  

Child 1: We gather together in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Welcome to our liturgy which celebrates 2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time. We are now back in Ordinary Time, 

so our liturgical colour is green. Today we listen to the story/parable from xxxxxx Gospel which describes 

_________________________________.  

Child 2: Can the special people please bring up our class candles? Class candles 

Let us now say our school vision together. 

Lord, in our daily lives, may we love and serve like St. Joseph, care and protect like St. Joseph, 

work and teach like St. Joseph, show compassion and loyalty like St. Joseph, have trust and 

faith like St. Joseph.  

We follow St. Joseph’s virtues and remember our significance in God’s world. Amen.  

 

Please say together our mission statement:  

 

OUR MISSION 
Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone, to heal and strengthen serve and 

teach to live the word they’ve known. Built of hopes and dreams and vision, rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions. All are welcome in this place. Amen. 

 

Child 2: As we begin our collective worship let us close our eyes and, in silence, think about Jesus. 

(Penitential Rite - Act of Saying Sorry): 

http://www.miamiarchdiocese.org/Atimo_s/news/SamplePenitencialRitesE.pdf  

Lord, you come to visit your people in peace, Lord, have mercy. (All: Lord, have mercy.) 

Christ, you come to all who are lost, Christ, have mercy. (All: Christ, have mercy.) 

Lord, you have come to create a new world, Lord, have mercy. (All: Lord, have mercy.) 

 

Prayer: USE THE COLLECT PRAYER FROM THE SUNDAY WHERE ABLE.  

Almighty ever-living God, 

who govern all things, 

both in heaven and on earth, 

mercifully hear the pleading of your people 

and bestow your peace on our times. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

All: Gospel Acclamation (Alleluia in all seasons apart from Lent – Glory and praise to you, O Christ):  

All:  

 

Alleluia, Alleluia, I am there with them, I am there with them, I am there. 

Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there with them, I am there with them, I am there. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, I am there with them, I am there with them, I am there. 

Or  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

I am the vine, you are the branches, remain in me, and bear fruit in plenty.  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Or (During Lent) 

Glory and praise to you, O Christ. Glory and praise to you, O Christ. 

A pure heart create for me O God, And give me again the joy of your help. 

http://www.miamiarchdiocese.org/Atimo_s/news/SamplePenitencialRitesE.pdf
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Glory and praise to you, O Christ. Glory and praise to you, O Christ. 

 

3 children to process down the centre aisle with Book of the Gospels and acolytes.  

Child 3: The Lord be with you. All: And with your spirit. 

Child 3: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to XXXXXX (insert Gospel writer’s name here). All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. (Take from Universalis.com)  

Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, ‘Look, there is the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the 

world. This is the one I spoke of when I said: A man is coming after me who ranks before me because he 

existed before me. I did not know him myself, and yet it was to reveal him to Israel that I came baptising with 

water.’ John also declared, ‘I saw the Spirit coming down on him from heaven like a dove and resting on him. I 

did not know him myself, but he who sent me to baptise with water had said to me, “The man on whom you 

see the Spirit come down and rest is the one who is going to baptise with the Holy Spirit.” Yes, I have seen 

and I am the witness that he is the Chosen One of God.’ 

Child 3: The Gospel of the Lord.   All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

Additional appraise/additional explanation (homily) of the Gospel – SLT member 

Video/Liturgical Dance may be appropriate here, or an action e.g. Holy Week – washing of the 

feet 

 

Child 4: As brothers and sisters in one loving family, together let us pray to our heavenly Father: 

 

(As per General Instruction to the Roman Missal - As a rule, the series of intentions is to be: a. for the needs of the 

Church; b. for public authorities and the salvation of the whole world; c. for those burdened by any kind of difficulty; d. 

for the local community. Nevertheless, in a particular celebration, such as Confirmation, Marriage, or a Funeral, the 

series of intentions may reflect more closely the particular occasion.) 

 
Child 4: We pray that Christians everywhere may brighten our world with the Light of Christ’s love. 

PAUSE to reflect 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Child 4: We pray that peace may overcome war and enemies become friends. 

PAUSE to reflect 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Child 4: We pray that we may relieve the suffering and hardship of the poor and hungry. 

PAUSE to reflect 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Child 4: We pray that our local sick community may find comfort and relief through God’s healing love. 

PAUSE to reflect 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

We now pray for a moment in silence.  

*** We ask Mary, our mother in heaven, to pray for us and with us, as we say together…Hail Mary.  

 

We end In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

End with a hymn which reflects the Gospel message, where able.  

Red – denotes what you need to change 

Black – usual text Purple – dependent upon the season 
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Introductory Rites                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Priority:             1       2      3      4     5 

Gathering God's people 

• Becoming one in 

heart and voice 

• Preparing to 

listen 

Opening Procession All sing while ministers process or 

gather 

  

Greeting Priest & people dialogue 
  

Penitential Rite Priest [& Cantor] and people 

dialogue 

  

[Gloria] Whole assembly participates 
  

Collect Priest leads prayer; all assent with 

'Amen' 

  

Liturgy of the Word 

Recalling God's great 

works for us 

• Opening our 

hearts 

• Remembering 

our story 

• Feeling our heart 

burn within us 

• Breaking and 

sharing the word 

• Praying for all 

humanity 

First Reading Reader proclaims; all listen 
  

Psalm Psalmist sings; all respond 
  

[Second Reading] Reader proclaims; all listen 
  

Gospel Acclamation All sing [C. may lead] while 

ministers process 

  

THE GOSPEL Deacon or Priest proclaims and all 

listen 

  

Homily Priest/Deacon 'breaks the word' and 

all listen 

  

[Profession of Faith] All recite [or sing] 
  

General Intercessions 

(Prayer of the Faithful, Bidding Prayer) 

Reader announces intentions; 

all pray in silence and then respond 

Priest concludes and all assent with 

'Amen' 

  

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

From word to 

thanksgiving 

• Fulfilling the 

Lord's command 

to 

'Do this in 

memory of me' 

• Recalling his 

death, 

his resurrection, 

his coming again 

• Becoming one 

with his sacrifice 

• Receiving God's 

gifts 

Preparation of Altar & Gifts People bring gifts while all sing or 

listen 

[If no song, P. may say prayers, all 

respond] 

  

Prayer over the Gifts Priest leads prayer; all assent with 

'Amen' 

  

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
   

Proclamation:dialogue & Preface, 

thanksgiving, institution, 

intercessions, doxology 

The priest proclaims the prayer on 

behalf of the whole assembly, which 

shows its assent by singing the 

acclamations 

  

Assent preface dialogue responses 

Sanctus, Mem. Acc., Amen 

  

Lord's Prayer All pray together 
  

Peace Priest/deacon invites and all 

exchange peace 

  

Breaking of Bread During the breaking the 'Agnus Dei' 

is sung 

  

COMMUNION All process to Communion; a song 

is sung 

  

Silence after Communion 

[Or: Thanksgiving Hymn 

No music or speaking! 

All sing] 
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Prayer after Communion Priest leads prayer; all assent with 

'Amen' 

  

Concluding Rites 

Going in peace to love 

and serve the Lord 

Blessing and Dismissal Priest [& deacon] and people 

dialogue 

  

Exit Procession All sing [or listen] while ministers 

depart 

 
 

 

Introductory Rites                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Priority:             1       2      3      4     5 

Gathering God's 

people 

• Becoming one in 

heart and voice 

• Preparing to 

listen 

Opening Procession All sing while ministers 

process or gather 

 

 

   

Greeting Priest & people dialogue 
   

 

 

Penitential Rite Priest [& Cantor] and people 

dialogue 

  

 

  

[Gloria] Whole assembly participates 
 

 

   

Collect Priest leads prayer; all assent 

with 'Amen' 

    

 

Liturgy of the Word 

Recalling God's great 

works for us 

• Opening our 

hearts 

• Remembering 

our story 

• Feeling our 

heart burn 

within us 

• Breaking and 

sharing the 

word 

• Praying for all 

humanity 

First Reading Reader proclaims; all listen 
     

Psalm Psalmist sings; all respond 
 

 

   

[Second Reading] Reader proclaims; all listen 
     

Gospel Acclamation All sing [C. may lead] while 

ministers process 
 

    

THE GOSPEL Deacon or Priest proclaims 

and all listen 

     

Homily Priest/Deacon 'breaks the 

word' and all listen 

     

[Profession of Faith] All recite [or sing] 
    

 

General Intercessions 

(Prayer of the Faithful, 

Bidding Prayer) 

Reader announces intentions; 

all pray in silence and then 

respond 

Priest concludes and all assent 

with 'Amen' 

   

 

 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

From word to 

thanksgiving 

• Fulfilling the 

Lord's command 

to 

'Do this in 

memory of me' 

• Recalling his 

death, 

Preparation of Altar & Gifts People bring gifts while all sing 

or listen 

[If no song, P. may say 

prayers, all respond] 

  

 

  

Prayer over the Gifts Priest leads prayer; all assent 

with 'Amen' 

    

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
      

Proclamation: 

dialogue & Preface, 

thanksgiving, 

institution, 

The priest proclaims the 

prayer on behalf of the whole 

assembly, which shows its 
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his resurrection, 

his coming again 

• Becoming one 

with his sacrifice 

• Receiving God's 

gifts 

intercessions, 

doxology 

assent by singing the 

acclamations 

Assent 

preface dialogue 

responses 

Sanctus, Mem. Acc., 

Amen 

 

  

 

 

Lord's Prayer All pray together 
    

 

Peace Priest/deacon invites and all 

exchange peace 

     

Breaking of Bread During the breaking the 

'Agnus Dei' is sung 

  

 

  

COMMUNION All process to Communion; a 

song is sung 

 

 

   

Silence after Communion 

[Or: Thanksgiving Hymn 

No music or speaking! 

All sing] 

 

 

   

Prayer after Communion Priest leads prayer; all assent 

with 'Amen' 

    

 

Concluding Rites 

Going in peace to love 

and serve the Lord 

Blessing and Dismissal Priest [& deacon] and people 

dialogue 

    

 

Exit Procession All sing [or listen] while 

ministers depart 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


