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 The Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time,  

18th–19th February 2023, Year A 

Saturday 18th 

February 

Vigil 

St Joseph 5pm Austin Linson 

St Bede 5pm Billy Craggs & Billy Craggs Jr (deceased) 

Sunday 19th 

February 

7th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

St John Boste 9:30am John O’Brien & Debbie Hull 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am John Tremayne R.I.P 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Arthur Willey 

Parishes of St John XXIII & St Joseph, Birtley 
Incorporating: Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington;  

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw; St Bede, Usworth;  

St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph, Birtley 

Administrator: Audrey Huntley 0191 4163583  sj23office01@gmail.com  

In the Partnership of Benedict  

Birtley, Chester-le-Street, Penshaw, Sacriston, Washington 

Fr Jim O’Keefe                  0191 416 3805 

Fr Uchenna Odenigbo 0191 416 3583 

Fr Martin Wheaton         0770 996 1040 

Fr Vincent Waiga         0191 416 3583 

Deacon Frank O’Neill        0779 115 5845 

Deacon Peter Lavery  0730 505 9297 

Deacon Tony Joy          0779 989 3419  

‘Hope has two beautiful daughters…’  

Jesus spent his entire life trying to get people to see things differently.  ‘You 
have learnt how is was said of old…’ he says 5 times in Matthew’s version of 
the Sermon on the Mount: ‘But I say….’, well, something very different.   He 
lived in a country occupied by foreigners, the Romans, he seriously annoyed 
the religious leaders of his people. We read in the Gospels how his own 
people wanted to ‘pick up stones to throw at him’, how his own townspeople 
wanted to throw him off a cliff, how his immediate family thought he was ‘out 
of his mind’ and how one of his closest friends betrayed him to death. He had 
a tough life.  He was different and he wants us to follow him. 

In recent weeks, so many people have been extremely distressed by the stories about Bishop Robert, our Cathedral and 
safeguarding issues in our diocese.  Some people have told me that they are so angry and upset that they’re seriously 
considering just ‘packing in religion’. It is very understandable. So many people feel totally let down as a result of what 
they’ve heard.  

I can understand this. I also glimpse some hope in the midst of it all – the attempts to discover the truth behind the 
stories, the willingness to be as open and honest as possible in discovering the truth.  The invitation to anyone who 
wishes to join in the discussion. I’m reminded of a saying of a rather controversial South African Dutch Reformed Church 
cleric, Alan Boesak, a colleague of Nelson Mandala, who used to say: ‘Hope has two beautiful daughters – anger and 
courage. Anger about the situation we’re in and the courage to do something about it.’  

It is right to be angry about things that are wrong – apartheid for Alan Boesak, climate change for Greta Thunberg, the 
stories about events in our diocese for many people.  But we also need courage.  We begin Lent on Wednesday. Perhaps 
we need to pray for courage, for the ability to deepen our knowledge of Jesus and love for Jesus, so that it is the person 
of Jesus who inspires us more each day. ‘You have learnt how it was said of old…’It’s ok to give up on the Church when 
some folk in it make mistakes…but I say to you, I will be with you always, yes, till the end of time.’ 

Jim O’Keefe 

mailto:sj23office01@gmail.com
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Mass Times & Intentions  -  Week Beginning Monday 20th February 2023 

Day Church Time Intention 

Monday 20th February 

 
Our Lady Queen of Peace 7pm Repose of the Soul of Jim Walker  

Tuesday 21st February 

St Peter Damian 
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am 

Mary & Michael Casey and their sons 

Michael, Harry & Matty  

St Joseph 7pm Brian Bramhall 

Wednesday 22nd February 

Ash Wednesday 

St Bede 10am Arthur Willey (Recently Deceased)  

St Joseph 12 noon Mulcahy & Lennon families   

St John Boste 7pm The Sick of the Parish 

Thursday 23rd February  

St Polycarp 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Mary Duncan  

St Joseph 12 noon Bill & Kathleen Burlinson  

Friday 24th February 

 

St John Boste 10am Holy Souls 

St Joseph 10am Michael Ryder 

Saturday 25th February 
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Jim Walker 

Vigil 

St Joseph 5pm 
Maureen & Padraic Joyce (Golden 

Wedding)  

St Bede 5pm 
Paul Harland and deceased Harland 

Family  

Sunday 26th February 

1st Sunday in Lent 

St John Boste 9:30am People of the Parish 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Alfie Cruddas RIP  

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Arthur Willey  

First Reading: Love of Neighbour 
Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18.  
The Lord spoke to Moses; he said: ‘Speak to the whole community 
of the sons of Israel and say to them:  ‘“Be holy, for I, the Lord your 
God, am holy. You must not bear hatred for your brother in your 
heart. You must openly tell him, your neighbour, of his offence; this 
way you will not take a sin upon yourself. You must not exact 
vengeance, nor must you bear a grudge against the children of your 
people. You must love your neighbour as yourself. I am the Lord.”’ 
 
Response to the Psalm: The Lord is compassion and love.  
 
Second Reading: The Temple of God  
1 Corinthians 3:16-23  
Didn’t you realise that you were God’s temple and that the Spirit of 
God was living among you? If anybody should destroy the temple of 
God, God will destroy him, because the temple of God is sacred; 
and you are that temple. Make no mistake about it: if any one of you 
thinks of himself as wise, in the ordinary sense of the word, then he 
must learn to be a fool before he really can be wise. Why? Because 
the wisdom of this world is foolishness to God. As scripture says: 
The Lord knows wise men’s thoughts: he knows how useless they 
are, or again: God is not convinced by the arguments of the wise. 
So there is nothing to boast about in anything human: Paul, Apollos, 
Cephas, the world, life and death, the present and the future, are all 

your servants; but you belong to Christ and Christ belongs to God.  
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia!  If anyone loves me he 
will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we shall 
come to him. Alleluia!  
 
The Gospel: Jesus completes the Law  
Matthew 5:38-48 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You have learnt how it was said: Eye for 
eye and tooth for tooth. But I say this to you: offer the wicked man 
no resistance. On the contrary, if anyone hits you on the right cheek, 
offer him the other as well; if a man takes you to law and would have 
your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone orders you 
to go one mile, go two miles with him. Give to anyone who asks, and 
if anyone wants to borrow, do not turn away. You have learnt how it 
was said: You must love your neighbour and hate your enemy. But I 
say this to you: love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you; in this way you will be sons of your Father in heaven, for he 
causes his sun to rise on bad men as well as good, and his rain to 
fall on honest and dishonest men alike. For if you love those who 
love you, what right have you to claim any credit? Even the tax 
collectors do as much, do they not? And if you save your greetings 
for your brothers, are you doing anything exceptional? Even the 
pagans do as much, do they not? You must therefore be perfect just 
as your heavenly Father is perfect.’  

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0JZQb4YxMN
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Following on from the four adjustments of the Law in last Sunday’s 

gospel come two more, perhaps the most demanding. The Law of 

Moses had limited revenge: only a tooth might be taken for a tooth, 

only an eye for an eye, not life itself. Jesus, however, will not 

tolerate even this limited vengeance; he allows no revenge at all. 

Again and again in the course of the gospel Jesus returns to this 

need for unconditional forgiveness. We daringly engage ourselves 

with this teaching whenever we say the Lord’s Prayer, ‘forgive us 

just as we forgive…’. The final demand, however, is the most 

challenging of all. There is in fact no passage of the canonical 

scripture which encourages ‘hate your enemy’. In any case, just as 

God lavishes his benefits of life, sun and rain on good and evil 

alike, so we must put no limits to our love. Only in this way – think 

of the first reading! – can we attempt to honour and imitate the 

holiness of God. This is what it means to be a son of God, ‘sons of 

your Father in heaven’: only by following in his way and by fulfilling 

his designs can we be integrated into his family. There can be no 

enmity in Christianity. Can I really forgive with no trace of 

animosity? 

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 

© Copyright 2023 The Wednesday Word Trust 

What’s On in the Parish 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - The Sacrament of Reconciliation is 
available in all of our Churches. We can celebrate Reconciliation 
after Mass at Our Blessed Lady Immaculate on Saturday mornings, 
at St John Boste on Friday mornings, and at Our Lady Queen of 
Peace on Thursday mornings – all after 10am mass. At St Bede’s - 
Wednesday 6-7pm . Thank you to all who are present in our 
Churches for the celebration of Reconciliation. 
Stations of the Cross will be said every Wednesday, at Our Lady 
Queen of Peace throughout the Lenten period followed by a lunch 
of soup and bread. It will commence on Wednesday 1st March at 
11am. Everyone is welcome. 
Adoration of the  Blessed Sacrament - Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Church will be open on  Friday  afternoons, 2 pm to 3 pm for 
quiet prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. All are welcome. 
McKenna amckenna@str.bwcet.com  
Mass Intentions - Please be aware that there are a significant 
number of Mass Intentions already allocated and any request for a 
specific date may not be possible due to an Intention previously 
received and allocated to the Mass on that date. If the date 
requested is already filled, then the intention will be allocated to the 
first available Mass in the preferred church which could be a few 
weeks after the requested date. 
Credit Union - The Credit Union Collection Point at St John Boste 
will be open on Fridays from 10:45am to 11:45am. We will be 
receiving deposits and helping with other Credit Union products. 
OLOF - Please note, the club resumed on Tuesday 10th 
January at 1pm in the Emmaus Room, at Our Lady’s in the Village. 
All most welcome!  

World Day of Prayer 
"Birtley Churches Together" invites you to this year's World Day of 
Prayer, prepared by the Christian Women of Taiwan, 
at Birtley Methodist Church, Station Lane, on Friday 3rd March at 
2.pm. Refreshments afterwards. Everyone Welcome! 
 

 Other News  

The Justice and Peace Refugee Project reopened in early 
January after the Christmas break, following a very busy 
December. Over recent weeks, we have received many 
contributions of food, finance and clothing from supporters and 
parishes. We were delighted to receive over one hundred 
beautifully wrapped hampers from St Mary’s Catholic School in 
Benton; thank you to all those who contributed so generously and 
showed such care for those in need in our community. 462 clients 
have received support once or multiple times over the last three 
months. New clients continue to register with us from many places 
in the world, such as Iran, Afghanistan, El Salvador, Sudan, Syria 
and Eritrea. Many clients have been referred to us through other 
charities. Our support of all our clients is only possible because of 
your generosity, which we really appreciate. To read more please 
click here. 
Poverty Action Sunday - 19th February 2023. Please join 
Church Action on Poverty North East to explore the importance of 
Dignity, Agency and Power in addressing the injustice of child 
poverty at St Cuthbert’s Church, Albion Road West, North Shields, 
NE29 0JB. Speakers will include Sir Alan Campbell MP, 
representatives of Gateshead Poverty Truth Commission, Bay 
Food Bank, Shiremoor Savings Group, St John’s Baby Bank, Tyne 
& Wear Citizens and others. All are welcome; refreshments 
afterwards. For more information contact Fr Chris Hughes by 
email: northshields.stjoseph@rcdhn.org.uk or tel: 0191 257 5801. 
.Vacancies   
The Centre for Catholic Studies (CCS) are seeking to appoint a 
part-time Administrator, 21 hours per week, whose work will focus 
on CCS events and communications.  Do you know anyone who 
might be interested in applying? 
Full details are attached, and can also be accessed at Job 
Description - CCS Administrator (22001983) (taleo.net) 
The closing date for applications is midnight on Monday 20th 
February 2023. 
A Special Thanks – Betty Walker and the Family of the late Jim 
Walker would like to thank you for your prayers, charitable 
donations to CAFOD and kind expressions of sympathy shown 
following his sad passing. Our heartfelt thanks goes to Deacon 
Frank for a beautiful and memorable mass and his love and 
support shown to the family. Thanks also to Theresa, Betty’s choir 
friends and the Ladies of the Parish for their help and support. May 
Jim Rest in Peace. 
CAFOD Turkey-Syria Earthquake Appeal 
CAFOD is responding with support of provision of food, water, 
shelter, medical assistance and winter kits for survivors. Your 
donations in recent months have made that quick response 
possible. Let us join CAFOD in praying for our sisters and brothers 
affected by the earthquakes and the winter weather. Your support 
for CAFOD throughout the year allows our Catholic agency to act 
quickly when disasters strike. For more details visit CAFOD’s 
Turkey Syria Emergency Appeal online at https://cafod.org.uk/give.  
SVP 200 Club Winning Numbers - 123 £50 Margaret Taylor St 
Joseph’s Parish, 102  £25. Thank you for your support. 

Masses are live-streamed daily at 10am everyday, except 
Monday when Mass is live-streamed at 7pm 

Please click the link https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw to 
view  from one of our Churches.  

In addition, we live-stream Mass from St Joseph’s, Birtley on:   
Tuesday at 7pm; Thursday at 12 Noon; Saturday at 5pm. 

To access live streaming from St Joseph’s Birtley, please click the 

link https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley. 

mailto:amckenna@str.bwcet.com
https://diocesehn.org.uk/news/justice-peace-refugee-project-update-february-2023/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/news/justice-peace-refugee-project-update-february-2023/
mailto:northshields.stjoseph@rcdhn.org.uk
https://durham.taleo.net/careersection/du_ext/jobdetail.ftl?job=22001983&tz=GMT%2B00%3A00&tzname=Europe%2FLondon
https://durham.taleo.net/careersection/du_ext/jobdetail.ftl?job=22001983&tz=GMT%2B00%3A00&tzname=Europe%2FLondon
https://cafod.org.uk/give
https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley
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Catholic Social Teaching: Catholic Social Teaching have their own monthly newsletter 
bringing a variety of information from its members of how CST has helped them and 
examples of CST in action around the Diocese. You can read or download the latest issue 

now. 

Catholic School Inspection Begins Again -The new year sees the restart of Diocesan 
inspections of our schools following the two-year suspension due to Covid19. All schools will 
now be inspected under the new national framework and many of our headteachers, deputy 
heads, Heads of RE and RE Coordinators have taken part in the national training to become 
licensed Catholic Schools Inspectors. Later this term the Diocesan Department for Education 
will be offering training for schools on the inspection of Religious Education, looking at the 
criteria and evidence inspectors will draw on to judge the quality of curriculum RE.   
We are delighted that Dr Margaret Carswell will be speaking at this training on Friday 10th 
March. Margaret is Senior Lecturer in Theology and Religious Education at Australian 
Catholic University. 
Holy Island SVP Vinnie Camp 2023 Are you interested in your child having a holiday in 
2023? Let them join us for a week on Holy Island, They'll stay in our Centre and be looked 
after by DBS checked and trained helpers who will ensure they have a safe, fun time. We do 
lots of interesting and enjoyable activities such as rock pooling, longball, football, rounders, 
walking, craft and art , table tennis, quizzes and competitions and marathons as well as laser 
tag, silly sports, sand castle building, swimming and scavenger hunts. Girls and boys can be 
aged 9-12 and it is a great way for them to meet new people and make friends from all over 
the North East. A week's all-inclusive holiday costs £150 and can be paid in instalments. In 
some circumstances children may be able to receive partial or full funding to attend. If you're 
interested, or know of a child who could benefit from such a holiday, please visit our website 
for further details  at https://www.svp.org.uk/microsite/holy-island  Applications open from 
10th February 2023  
Diocesan Courses - The Diocesan Liturgy team’s courses for formation and Days of 
Reflection is available for the beginning of 2023.  
New Liturgical Leaders of Celebrations of the Word and Holy Communion - 28th 
February 2023—14th March 2023. An introductory course, over three sessions, which 
helps new lay leaders to begin learning about this ministry, held at St Hilda’s Diocesan 
Resource Centre, West Road, Newcastle upon Tyne NE15 7PY. 
The programme consists of three sessions: Session 1: Tuesday 28th February, 10am – 
3pm. Session 2: Tuesday 7th March, 10am – 3pm. Session 3: Tuesday 14th March, 10am – 
3pm. 
Participants to bring their own packed lunch for the day event, tea and coffee provided. Cost: 
£20 per participant. 
If you would like to come along, please contact your parish priest to discuss with him 
and then he (or the parish secretary) can complete a registration form on your behalf. 
For further information please email: adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk. 
Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage 
Bookings in the summer are now LIVE! Hexham and Newcastle will travel on Pilgrimage from 
Friday 28th July to Friday 4th August 2023. 
To register with our tour operator, Tangney Tours, please click here: 
https://www.tangney-tours.com/pilgrimages/lourdes/newcastle-lourdes 
This will secure your travel and hotel. 
Anyone who wishes to register as a helper will need to complete a Diocesan form, the links to 
which can be found here Adult Registered Helpers and here Youth Section . 

If you are travelling independently but would still like to register as a helper, please click the 
links above. Registration for helpers will close on Friday 17th March 2023. 
Please note, for this year, our youth section is open to anyone aged 18 – 25 years. We are 
sorry to announce that under 18s will not be able to register as helpers for this year. This is a 
directive from our Diocesan Trustees. This decision will be reviewed in future years. Thank 
you for your understanding.  
If you would like to stay in the Accueil Marie Saint-Frai (hospital for Assisted Pilgrims), please 
ring our Pilgrimage Director, Fr. Michael Humble, directly on 0191 5281992. 
Lourdes Pilgrimage Office: lourdes@diocesehn.org.uk , Lourdes 
Hospitalité: lourdes.hospitalite@diocesehn.org.uk , Lourdes 
Youth: lourdes.youth@diocesehn.org.uk  

Reflections  

Diocesan Weekly reflections can be 

found by clicking here.  

Examen - Please follow the links to 
go to Pray as You Go: Saturday Examen   
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Prayers - If you would like to request 
prayers from the parish community for 
someone who is sick, or recently 
deceased, please click on the links below 
and complete the necessary forms. This 
will enable their names to be included in 

private prayer and during various Masses.  

For Prayers for the Sick   

For Prayers for the Deceased  

or ring 0191 4163583   

Finance - Standing Order forms and 
Gift Aid forms are available by clicking on 

the following links:  

For St John XXIII        For St Joseph’s  

or ring 0191 4163583.  

Sick and Recently 

Deceased - To view the sick and 

recently deceased list please click here.   

Parish Newsletter If you have 

any comments you wish to make about the 

Parish Newsletter, please click here. 

For the latest information, 

please go to any of the following 

Websites: 

Parish of St John XXIII  

Parish of St Joseph’s   

Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle  

All the Links you will ever 

need! 

Please click here or Scan the 

QR Code with your mobile 

phone to go to a site containing 

All the Links You’ll Ever Need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To post a notice on this 
Newsletter, please click here 

https://diocesehn.org.uk/services/caritas/justice-peace/#cst
https://www.svp.org.uk/microsite/holy-island
mailto:adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk
https://www.tangney-tours.com/pilgrimages/lourdes/newcastle-lourdes
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https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=rbNF1OvKcEahMOeyP9EtH4aGb9rZh-ROn3V5mLnMBcRUM1NUTDUwRURZNlNOMFpFT0QwOFRUMDBBRy4u
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