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 The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time,  

11th–12th February 2023, Year A 

Saturday 11th 

February 

Vigil 

St Joseph 5pm 
Sr Cecile Bernadette Taylor & Sr Margaret 

McMahon 

St Bede 5pm Vincent Blackwood 

Sunday 12th 

February 

6th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

St John Boste 9:30am 
Living and deceased members of the OLOF 

Club 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am 12th Anniversary Lisa Taylor 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Recently Deceased 

Parishes of St John XXIII & St Joseph, Birtley 
Incorporating: Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington;  

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw; St Bede, Usworth;  

St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph, Birtley 

Administrator: Audrey Huntley 0191 4163583  sj23office01@gmail.com  

In the Partnership of Benedict  

Birtley, Chester-le-Street, Penshaw, Sacriston, Washington 

Fr Jim O’Keefe                  0191 416 3805 

Fr Uchenna Odenigbo 0191 416 3583 

Fr Martin Wheaton         0770 996 1040 

Fr Vincent Waiga         0191 416 3583 

Deacon Frank O’Neill        0779 115 5845 

Deacon Peter Lavery  0730 505 9297 

Deacon Tony Joy          0779 989 3419  

Today Jesus talks about the Law, the Torah as it is known by the Jews. He starts by saying that he has not come to 

abolish the Law but to complete it. The Jewish authorities at the time were fearful of his views on the Law and they 

saw him as a threat to their authority, their comfortable, powerful way of life.  

Jesus then goes on to expand and interpret some of the laws; You must not kill. You must not commit adultery. You 

must not break your oath. He does not cover all of the laws but he demonstrates the nature of his interpretation of the 

Law. You must not kill is expended to cover anger in our hearts. You must not commit adultery is expanded to include 

if someone looks lustfully, they have committed adultery in their heart. You must not break your oath is clarified to ‘do 

not swear at all’. He emphasised that what is in your heart is important not just how you seem to obey the law from the 

outside. 

This final clarification of the Law concerning oaths is particularly interesting. Something I don’t hear much these days is 

‘I swear by …’: it may be followed with ‘.. Almighty God’, or ‘.. my mother’s grave’, or whatever. I remember that even 

as a teenager I didn’t like to hear people saying this, although I was not quite sure why I didn’t like it. Jesus finishes 

this long clarification of some of the laws of Moses with, ‘All you need say is “Yes” if you mean yes and “No” if you 

mean no; anything more than this comes from the evil one.’ We would hope that a characteristic of a follower of Christ 

is that they would be honest and truthful. Anyone who feels the need to call upon someone, or something external to 

give validity to their word is probably not convinced themselves of their own honesty and integrity. As Christians we 

should know in our hearts that we are always speaking with honesty and should always be confident in saying Yes if 

we mean yes and No if we mean no.                                                                                                                Tony Joy 

mailto:sj23office01@gmail.com
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Mass Times & Intentions  -  Week Beginning Monday 13th February 2023 

Day Church Time Intention 

Monday 13th February 

 
Our Lady Queen of Peace 7pm Frank McNay Dearly Missed 

Tuesday 14th February 

Ss Cyril & Methodius 
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am 

Charles & Margaret Callaghan& Deceased 

Lawless and Callaghan families 

St Joseph 7pm George Smith 

Wednesday 15th February 

 

St Bede 10am Ceceilia Stephenson (Recently deceased) 

St John Boste 7pm The Sick in the Parish 

Thursday 16th February  

 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Anne and John Cantwell 

St Joseph 12 noon Josef & Rita Oberg 

Friday 17th February 

 

St John Boste 10am 
Friends of Sunderland’s Seamen’s 

Mission 

St Joseph 10am Michael Andrew Burn 

Saturday 18th February 
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Jim Walker R.I.P 

Vigil 
St Joseph 5pm Austin Linson 

St Bede 5pm Billy Craggs & Billy Craggs Jr (deceased) 

Sunday 19th February 

7th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

St John Boste 9:30am John O’Brien & Debbie Hull 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am John Tremayne R.I.P 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Arthur Willey 

First Reading: Contrasts  
Ecclesiasticus 15:15-20.  
If you wish, you can keep the commandments; to behave faithfully is 
within your power. He has set fire and water before you; put out your 
hand to whichever you prefer. Man has life and death before him; 
whichever a man likes better will be given him. For vast is the 
wisdom of the Lord; he is almighty and all-seeing. His eyes are on 
those who fear him; he notes every action of man. He never 
commanded anyone to be godless; he has given no one permission 
to sin.  
Response to the Psalm: They are happy who follow God’s law!  
Second Reading: The Hidden Wisdom of God  
1 Corinthians 2:6-10  
We have a wisdom to offer those who have reached maturity: not a 
philosophy of our age, it is true, still less of the masters of our age, 
which are coming to their end. The hidden wisdom of God which we 
teach in our mysteries is the wisdom that God predestined to be for 
our glory before the ages began. It is a wisdom that none of the 
masters of this age have ever known, or they would not have 
crucified the Lord of Glory; we teach what scripture calls: the things 
that no eye has seen and no ear has heard, things beyond the mind 
of man, all that God has prepared for those who love him. These are 
the very things that God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for 
the Spirit reaches the depths of everything, even the depths of God.  
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! Speak, Lord, your 
servant is listening: you have the message of eternal life. 
Alleluia!  
 

The Gospel: Jesus Teaches the True Meaning of the Law  
Matthew 5:20-22, 27-28, 33-34, 37 
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I tell you, if your virtue goes no deeper 
than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never get into the 
kingdom of heaven. You have learnt how it was said to our 
ancestors: You must not kill; and if anyone does kill he must answer 
for it before the court. But I say this to you: anyone who is angry with 
his brother will answer for it before the court. You have learnt how it 
was said: You must not commit adultery. But I say this to you: if a 
man looks at a woman lustfully, he has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart. Again, you have learnt how it was said to our 
ancestors: You must not break your oath, but must fulfil your oaths 
to the Lord. But I say this to you: do not swear at all. All you need 
say is “Yes” if you mean yes, “No” if you mean no; anything more 
than this comes from the evil one.’ 
Jesus’ demanding standards 
Jesus is the completion of the Law of God, given to Israel through 
Moses. He has come not to sweep it away but to perfect it. In this 
part of the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew has gathered together six 
instances (four this week, two in next Sunday’s Gospel) of the ways 
in which Jesus brings the Law to perfection. The first factor to 
notice, however, is that Jesus does not hesitate to adjust the divine 
Law on his own authority, for he too has divine authority. Each 
amendment begins with a statement of the Old Law and boldly goes 
on, ‘But I say this to you…’. Each of the alterations has its own 
character.  

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0JZQb4YxMN
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The first is about enmity, the sixth about love. About enmity, it is 

not enough merely to forego violent injury; we must even expel 

enmity from our hearts, positively seeking reconciliation, whether 

the offence is our fault or not. About lust, it is similarly not enough 

to forego acts of lust; we must not even harbour such thoughts in 

our hearts. About truth, it is not enough to keep a legal oath; we 

must be people whose every word can be relied upon. These are 

Jesus’ demanding standards.  

Have I allowed any enmity to fester? Can I solve it now? Am I 

a person whose every word can be trusted as true? 

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 

© Copyright 2023 The Wednesday Word Trust 

What’s On in the Parish 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - The Sacrament of Reconciliation is 
available in all of our Churches. We can celebrate Reconciliation 
after Mass at Our Blessed Lady Immaculate on Saturday mornings, 
at St John Boste on Friday mornings, and at Our Lady Queen of 
Peace on Thursday mornings – all after 10.00am mass. At St 
Bede’s - Wednesday 6-7pm . Thank you to all who are present in 
our Churches for the celebration of Reconciliation. 
Adoration of the  Blessed Sacrament - Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Church will be open on  Friday  afternoons, 2 pm to 3 pm for 
quiet prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. All are welcome. 
McKenna amckenna@str.bwcet.com  
Mass Intentions - Please be aware that there are a significant 
number of Mass Intentions already allocated and any request for a 
specific date may not be possible due to an Intention previously 
received and allocated to the Mass on that date. If the date 
requested is already filled, then the intention will be allocated to the 
first available Mass in the preferred church which could be a few 
weeks after the requested date. 
Credit Union - The Credit Union Collection Point at St John Boste 
will be open on Fridays from 10:45 to 11:45. We will be receiving 
deposits and helping with other Credit Union products. 
OLOF - Please note, the club resumed on Tuesday 10th January at 
1pm in the Emmaus Room, at Our Lady’s in the Village! All most 
welcome!  
World Day of Prayer 
"Birtley Churches Together" invites you to this year's World Day of 
Prayer, prepared by the Christian Women of Taiwan, 
at Birtley Methodist Church, Station Lane, on Friday, 3rd March at 
2.00pm. Refreshments afterwards. Everyone Welcome! 
 

 Other News  

Special Thanks Mary Willey and the family of the late Arthur 
Dobson Willey would like to thanks everyone for all the sympathy 
cards, mass offerings and generous donations.The Justice and 
Peace Refugee Project reopened in early January after the 
Christmas break, following a very busy December. Over recent 
weeks, we have received many contributions of food, finance and 

clothing from supporters and parishes. We were delighted to 
receive over one hundred beautifully wrapped hampers from St 
Mary’s Catholic School in Benton; thank you to all those who 
contributed so generously and showed such care for those in need 
in our community. 462 clients have received support once or 
multiple times over the last three months. New clients continue to 
register with us from many places in the world, such as Iran, 
Afghanistan, El Salvador, Sudan, Syria and Eritrea. Many clients 
have been referred to us through other charities. Our support of all 
our clients is only possible because of your generosity, which we 
really appreciate. To read more please click here. 
Poverty Action Sunday - 19 February 2023. Please join 
Church Action on Poverty North East to explore the importance of 
Dignity, Agency & Power in addressing the injustice of child poverty 
at St Cuthbert’s Church, Albion Road West, North Shields, NE29 
0JB. Speakers will include Sir Alan Campbell MP, representatives 
of Gateshead Poverty Truth Commission, Bay Food Bank, 
Shiremoor Savings Group, St John’s Baby Bank, Tyne & Wear 
Citizens and others. All are welcome; refreshments afterwards. For 
more information contact Fr Chris Hughes by 
email: northshields.stjoseph@rcdhn.org.uk or tel: 0191 257 5801. 
Tyne & Wear Citizens - On 8 December Tyne and Wear Citizens 
launched a new listening campaign. Can you please ask people at 
home, at work or in school or in your community: What is putting 
pressure on you, your family, and your community? Please keep a 
note of the key themes and send them to Fr Chris Hughes by 
email: northshields.stjoseph@rcdhn.org.uk. 
The Catechism in a Year - Sign up for Ascension’s Catechism In 
A Year podcast with Fr Mike Schmitz, and you can: Read the entire 
Catechism of the Catholic Church in 365 days; Understand the 
essentials of the Catholic Faith and why they matter; See how 
Church teaching is rooted in Sacred Scripture; Absorb over 2,000 
years of Sacred Tradition; Encounter God’s plan of sheer 
goodness; Transform their relationship with the Church that Christ 
founded. 
The Bible in a Year - Ascension’s Bible in a Year Podcast, hosted 
by Fr. Mike Schmitz and featuring Jeff Cavins, guides Catholics 
through the Bible in 365 daily episodes. Each 20-25 minute 
episode includes: Two to three scripture readings; A reflection from 
Fr. Mike Schmitz; A guided prayer to help you hear God’s voice in 
his Word. Ascension’s Bible in a Year Podcast for Catholics follows 
a reading plan inspired by the Great Adventure Bible Timeline® 
learning system, a ground-breaking approach to understanding 
Salvation History developed by renowned Catholic Bible teacher 
Jeff Cavins. Tune in and live your daily life through the lens of 
God’s word! 
Vacancies St Vincent de Paul Society (England & Wales) are 
seeking a Support Centre Manager in Newcastle upon Tyne. 
View full job details and apply here: http://ow.ly/
TQc150MKoOi<http://ow.ly/TQc150MKoOi?
fbclid=IwAR0cZDY0YGW1S4hsmHAZJGO5Lnwmwd7Et0yHpx2w
WJEycT5iOHRyl1Bcnno> 

Closing date for applications is Friday 17 February 2023  
The Centre for Catholic Studies (CCS) are seeking to appoint a 
part-time Administrator, 21 hours per week, whose work will focus 
on CCS events and communications.  Do you know anyone who 
might be interested in applying? 
Full details are attached, and can also be accessed at Job 
Description - CCS Administrator (22001983) (taleo.net) 

The closing date for applications is midnight on Monday 20 

February 2023. 

Masses are live-streamed daily at 10am everyday, except 
Monday when Mass is live-streamed at 7pm 

Please click the link https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw to 
view  from one of our Churches.  

In addition, we live-stream Mass from St Joseph’s, Birtley on:   
Tuesday at 7pm; Thursday at 12 Noon; Saturday at 5pm. 

To access live streaming from St Joseph’s Birtley, please click the 

link https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley. 

mailto:amckenna@str.bwcet.com
https://diocesehn.org.uk/news/justice-peace-refugee-project-update-february-2023/
mailto:northshields.stjoseph@rcdhn.org.uk
mailto:northshields.stjoseph@rcdhn.org.uk
https://ascensionpress.com/pages/catechisminayear
https://ascensionpress.com/pages/catechisminayear
https://media.ascensionpress.com/all-bible-in-a-year-episodes/
http://ow.ly/TQc150MKoOi
http://ow.ly/TQc150MKoOi
http://ow.ly/TQc150MKoOi?fbclid=IwAR0cZDY0YGW1S4hsmHAZJGO5Lnwmwd7Et0yHpx2wWJEycT5iOHRyl1Bcnno
http://ow.ly/TQc150MKoOi?fbclid=IwAR0cZDY0YGW1S4hsmHAZJGO5Lnwmwd7Et0yHpx2wWJEycT5iOHRyl1Bcnno
http://ow.ly/TQc150MKoOi?fbclid=IwAR0cZDY0YGW1S4hsmHAZJGO5Lnwmwd7Et0yHpx2wWJEycT5iOHRyl1Bcnno
https://durham.taleo.net/careersection/du_ext/jobdetail.ftl?job=22001983&tz=GMT%2B00%3A00&tzname=Europe%2FLondon
https://durham.taleo.net/careersection/du_ext/jobdetail.ftl?job=22001983&tz=GMT%2B00%3A00&tzname=Europe%2FLondon
https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley
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Catholic Social Teaching: Catholic Social Teaching have their own monthly newsletter 
bringing a variety of information from its members of how CST has helped them and 
examples of CST in action around the Diocese. You can read or download the latest issue 

now. 

Catholic School Inspection Begins Again -The new year sees the restart of Diocesan 
inspections of our schools following the two-year suspension due to Covid19. All schools will 
now be inspected under the new national framework and many of our headteachers, deputy 
heads, Heads of RE and RE Coordinators have taken part in the national training to become 
licensed Catholic Schools Inspectors. Later this term the Diocesan Department for Education 
will be offering training for schools on the inspection of Religious Education, looking at the 
criteria and evidence inspectors will draw on to judge the quality of curriculum RE.   
We are delighted that Dr Margaret Carswell will be speaking at this training on Friday 10 
March. Margaret is Senior Lecturer in Theology and Religious Education at Australian 
Catholic University. 
Holy Island SVP Vinnie Camp 2023 Are you interested in your child having a holiday in 
2023? Let them join us for a week on Holy Island, They'll stay in our Centre and be looked 
after by DBS checked and trained helpers who will ensure they have a safe, fun time. We do 
lots of interesting and enjoyable activities such as rock pooling, longball, football, rounders, 
walking, craft and art , table tennis, long ball, Quizzes and competitions and marathons as 
well as laser tag, silly sports, sand castle building, swimming and scavenger hunts. Girls and 
boys can be aged 9-12 and it is a great way for them to meet new people and make friends 
from all over the North East. A week's all-inclusive holiday costs £150 and can be paid in 
instalments. In some circumstances children may be able to receive partial or full funding to 
attend. If you're interested, or know of a child who could benefit from such a holiday, please 
visit our website for further details  at https://www.svp.org.uk/microsite/holy-
island Applications open from 10th February 2023  
Is God calling you to be a Priest? The Diocesan Vocations Team have organised an 
overnight retreat for men aged 18+ to discern whether God is calling them to the Priesthood. 
Date Friday 3rd March 2023 5.00pm to Saturday 4th March 2023 (after lunch) Place Emmaus 
Youth Village Pemberton Rd, Allensford, Consett DH8 9BA Cost £50 (including all meals and 
ensuite accommodation) Spaces are limited. Please contact Fr Shaun Purdy to book a place 
or for more information: Email vocationspromoter@diocesehn.org.uk Telephone 01670 812 

200 Bookings to be made by Thursday 16th February. 

Diocesan Courses - The Diocesan Liturgy team’s courses for formation and Days of 
Reflection is available for the beginning of 2023. There is the opportunity to register for: 
Monday 13 February 2023 - Formation for New Sacristans. 
Tuesday 28 February 2023 - Formation for New Liturgical Leaders of Celebrations of the 
Word and Holy Communion (Day 2 on 7 March and Day 3 on 14 March). 
Further information and booking details will be available early this month on the Liturgy and 
Prayer webpage. 
Divine Renovation - Divine Renovation have announced details of the following events 
suitable for Parish priests and parish leaders: Navigating the Realities of Multi-Church 
Parishes -Thursday 2 March 2023 online from 7.00pm. Parish closures, mergers, and the 
increase in multi-church parishes are realities we’ve been facing more and more in recent 
years. But with fewer priests and the lack of seminary training on facing this reality, many are 
asking: how do we navigate this period well? How do you avoid spreading yourself too thin? 
What are some tips and practical approaches to leadership that allow both priests and lay 
leaders to support each other in this type of parish ministry? Join Fr Michael Doyle, Fr Kieron 
O’Brien, and DR Leadership Coach Rob McDowell in this online event this March to learn 
how. Register today at divinerenovation.org/events. 
New Liturgical Leaders of Celebrations of the Word and Holy Communion - 28 
February 2023—14 March 2023. An introductory course, over three sessions, which 
helps new lay leaders to begin learning about this ministry, held at St Hilda’s Diocesan 
Resource Centre, West Road, Newcastle upon Tyne NE15 7PY. 
The programme consists of three sessions: Session 1: Tuesday 28 February, 10.00am – 
3.00pm. 
Session 2: Tuesday 7 March, 10.00am – 3.00pm. Session 3: Tuesday 14 March, 10.00am – 
3.00pm. 
Participants to bring their own packed lunch for the day event, tea and coffee provided. Cost: 
£20 per participant. 

Reflections  

Diocesan Weekly reflections can be 

found by clicking here.  

Examen - Please follow the links to 
go to Pray as You Go: Saturday Examen   
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Prayers - If you would like to request 
prayers from the parish community for 
someone who is sick, or recently 
deceased, please click on the links below 
and complete the necessary forms. This 
will enable their names to be included in 

private prayer and during various Masses.  

For Prayers for the Sick   

For Prayers for the Deceased  

or ring 0191 4163583   

Finance - Standing Order forms and 
Gift Aid forms are available by clicking on 

the following links:  

For St John XXIII        For St Joseph’s  

or ring 0191 4163583.  

Sick and Recently 

Deceased - To view the sick and 

recently deceased list please click here.   

Parish Newsletter If you have 

any comments you wish to make about the 

Parish Newsletter, please click here. 

For the latest information, 

please go to any of the following 

Websites: 

Parish of St John XXIII  

Parish of St Joseph’s   

Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle  

All the Links you will ever 

need! 

Please click here or Scan the 

QR Code with your mobile 

phone to go to a site containing 

All the Links You’ll Ever Need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To post a notice on this 
Newsletter, please click here 
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