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 The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time,  

14th-15th January 2023, Year A 
Saturday  

14th January  

 

St Joseph 5pm Brian Twycross 

St Bede 5pm Joseph Dragone (Deceased) 

Sunday  

15th January  

2nd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

St John Boste 9.30am Our Parish Family 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Geoff Storey R.I.P. 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Clare Madden 

Parishes of St John XXIII & St Joseph, Birtley 
Incorporating: Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington;  

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw; St Bede, Usworth;  

St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph, Birtley 

Administrator: Audrey Huntley 0191 4163583  sj23office01@gmail.com  

In the Partnership of Benedict  

Birtley, Chester-le-Street, Penshaw, Sacriston, Washington 

Fr Jim O’Keefe                  0191 416 3805 

Fr Uchenna Odenigbo 0191 416 3583 

Fr Martin Wheaton         0770 996 1040 

Fr Vincent Waiga         0191 416 3583 

Deacon Frank O’Neill        0779 115 5845 

Deacon Peter Lavery  0730 505 9297 

Deacon Tony Joy          0779 989 3419  

Last week saw the end of the Christmas season in the Church’s calendar. Taking down the Christmas decorations at home, always  gives me time for 
reflection. Firstly, wondering where did time go over the Christmas period! More importantly, it gives me time to think about family and friends, the time 
spent with them, those missing from our festivities and the messages received in Christmas cards from others. I always re -read both the printed 
message and the personal message written in the cards before I send them off for recycling. Many printed messages wish me a “Merry Christmas”, 
always a lovely sentiment, but only a few wish me “Peace and Joy this Christmas”, surely the sentiment that, as Christians, we all desire, and not just for 

Christmas, but for life and eternity! 

What is peace though? We all long for world peace and pray for this, but have any of us truly experienced world peace? Peace,  to many, means 
absence of war and conflict. Throughout my life, there has always been war or conflict in some area of the world. We are all aware of the situation in 

Ukraine now, but there are many “forgotten” wars and conflicts occurring now.  

Is peace safety from harm or violence? Most of us experience this peace but there are still too many who are violated, live in poverty, are abused, 

trafficked, exploited, or harmed in their own homes, communities, or countries.  

Peace could also be understanding, celebrating and learning from differences, living together in harmony both within our own families and also the 

community. However, we are aware of crimes of hate, racial injustice, intolerance of others and families torn apart. 

There are many things in this world that we cannot change, such as world war, but we can change how we treat others by what w e do and say. As 

Gandhi stated, 

“Your beliefs become your thoughts, Your thoughts become your words, Your words become your actions, Your actions become your habits, Your 

habits become your values, Your values become your destiny.” 

Sometimes however, we find it difficult to free ourselves from feelings such as jealousy, greed, pride and other emotions where love is “blanked out”. In 

doing so we become blinded to our God given gift of Peace, peace within. 

On this day of Special Prayer for Peace, we pray for World Peace, but we also pray that God will help us all find the Peace within us that was freely 
given to each and everyone through the sacrifice of Jesus. We have all just witnessed and celebrated, through the scriptures,  the birth of Jesus, the 
Prince of Peace, and his baptism marking the beginning of his teaching. As his disciples through our own baptism, we are called upon to be Christ like 

and continue God’s work on earth. Spreading God’s Word and speaking out against injustice. 

When we find God’s Peace not only are we at peace, but we are able to spread God’s Peace and help others find it too. So, when we pray for peace 

perhaps, not only should we pray for world peace but perhaps also pray that we can be instruments of God’s Peace. As Gandhi suggests, 

“Be the change that you wish to see in the world.”  

And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts because it is for this that you were called together in one body. Always be 

thankful.    Colossians 3:15                                                                                                                                                                                 Jane Everett 

mailto:sj23office01@gmail.com
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Mass Times & Intentions  -  Week Beginning Monday 16th January 2023 

Day Church Time Intention 

Monday 16th January  Our Lady Queen of Peace 7pm The Homeless 

Tuesday 17th January  

St Anthony 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 9.30am Requiem Mass - Terry Ford 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Ray Lyons & Deceased Family 

St Joseph 7pm Smith & Longstaff Families 

Wednesday 18th January 

 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 9.30am Requiem Mass - David Barry 

St Bede 10am Josepha Blay (Recently Deceased) 

St Joseph 11am Requiem Mass - Michael Kelly 

St John Boste 7pm David Barry R.I.P. 

Thursday 19th January  

St Wulstan 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am John Smare 

St Joseph 12 noon Fred Farrer & Baby Oscar 

Friday 20th January  

Ss Fabian & Sebastian 

St John Boste 10am Eileen Shannon 

St Joseph 10am Michael Burn 

Saturday 21st January  

St Agnes 
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Pauline Hall Birthday Remembrance 

 St Joseph 5pm Jean Greenwood 

St Bede 5pm 
Margaret Jones (Deceased 

Anniversary) 

Sunday 22nd January 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

St John Boste 9:30am Our Parish Family 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Beloved Wife Linda Harrigan R.I.P. 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am David Barry 

First Reading: Israel, Servant of the Lord  

Isaiah 49: 3. 5-6.  

The Lord said to me, ‘You are my servant, Israel, in whom I shall be 

glorified’; I was honoured in the eyes of the Lord; my God was my 

strength. And now the Lord has spoken, he who formed me in the 

womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, to gather Israel 

to him: ‘It is not enough for you to be my servant, to restore the 

tribes of Jacob and bring back the survivors of Israel; I will make you 

the light of the nations so that my salvation may reach to the ends of 

the earth.’  

Response to the Psalm: Here I am, Lord! I come to do your will .  

Second Reading: The Beginning of First Corinthians  

1 Corinthians 1:1-3  

I, Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle, together with brother 

Sosthenes, send greetings to the church of God in Corinth, to the 

holy people of Jesus Christ, who are called to take their place 

among all the saints everywhere who pray to our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for he is their Lord no less than ours. May God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace. 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! Blessings on the King 

who comes, in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory 

in the highest heavens!” Alleluia!  

The Gospel: The Lamb of God  

John 1:29-34  

Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, ‘Look, there is the 

lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. This is the one I 

spoke of when I said, “A man is coming after me who ranks before 

me because he existed before me. I did not know him myself, and 

yet it was to reveal him to Israel that I came baptising with water.”’ 

John also declared, ‘I saw the Spirit coming down on him from 

heaven like a dove and resting on him. I did not know him myself, 

but he who sent me to baptise with water had said to me, “The man 

on whom you see the Spirit come down and rest is the one who is 

going to baptise with the Holy Spirit.” Yes, I have seen and I am the 

witness that he is the Chosen One of God.’ 

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0JZQb4YxMN
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The Lamb of God 

In contrast to the other gospels, where the reader observes the 
disciples discovering gradually who Jesus is, John gives us a week 
between the baptism and the marriage-feast of Cana, during which 
Jesus is given increasingly significant titles by those who meet him: 
Rabbi, the Messiah, Son of God, King of Israel. Perhaps the most 
significant titles of all are those given by the Baptist himself, Lamb 
of God and Chosen One of God. Jesus as the Lamb of God is a 
theme which overarches the gospel; it is introduced again at the 
Crucifixion. According to John Jesus dies at the moment the 
paschal lambs were being slaughtered in the Temple, and John 
alone refers the scriptural saying to Jesus that ‘Not one bone of his 
will be broken’ (John 19:36) which was originally part of the 
instructions for the sacrificing of the lamb at the Festival of 
Passover (Exodus 12:46). In the Book of Revelation Jesus is 
represented standing ‘as a Lamb that seemed to have been 
sacrificed’. The Lamb is therefore an image both of his suffering 
and of his triumph. It links up with the picture of Jesus as the 
Suffering Servant of the Lord who moves through suffering and 
humiliation to vindication and to the triumph of God. Reflect on 
Jesus as the Lamb standing as though sacrificed. 

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 
© Copyright 2023 The Wednesday Word Trust 

 
During the past week we have entered the liturgical period known 
as 'Ordinary Time'. There is nothing ordinary about Ordinary Time. 
The term 'ordinary time' in our liturgical books refers not to 
ordinary, but to 'ordinal' or 'counted' time. Its purpose is to help us 
to follow the development of the readings in the missal, counting 
each passing week. In today's first reading, we hear again the 
words of the Suffering Servant of God. He has been chosen to 
make Israel turn back again towards God (to re-turn to God). He 
will rescue the chosen people from the ways which led them into 
the punishment of exile, but his work will then extend far beyond 
that. Through him will God's plan of salvation be extended to every 
nation - to the ends of the earth. Later in Isaiah, (53:7), we read 
that in order to achieve the result of the Lord's plan the Suffering 
Servant will be led like a lamb to the slaughter. The Lamb is clearly 
identified by John the Baptist who, with God's gift of insight and 
understanding, tells his hearers: “This is the one I spoke of when I 
said: A man is coming after me who ranks before me.... Look, there 
is the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. Yes, I 
have seen and I am the witness that he is the chosen one of God.” 

From here on we will see the ministry of Jesus unfold  

 

What’s On in the Parish 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - The Sacrament of Reconciliation is 
now available in all of our Churches. We can celebrate 
Reconciliation after Mass at Our Blessed Lady Immaculate on 
Saturday mornings, at St John Boste on Friday mornings, and at 
Our Lady Queen of Peace on Thursday mornings – all after 
10.00am mass. At St Bede’s after Mass on Wednesday at 6pm. 

Thank you to our parishioners who are present in our Churches for 

the celebration of Reconciliation. 

Filming at Church - Please note that on Tuesday 17th January 
the funeral of Terry Ford will be available from 9.30am on Camera 
1; Mass from Our Blessed Lady Immaculate at 10am will be 

available on Camera 2.     

Adoration of the  Blessed Sacrament - Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Church will be open on  Friday  afternoons, 2 pm to 3 pm for 

quiet prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. All are welcome. 

Credit Union - We are re-launching the Credit Union Collection 
Point at St John Boste from Friday 20th January from 10:45 to 
11:45. We will be receiving deposits and helping with other Credit 

Union products. More information to follow in the coming weeks. 

Christ Child Gifts - The collection of Christ Child Gifts at Our Lady 
Queen of Peace was tremendous. A special thank you to all 
parishioners and support staff who made it successful. Your help 

and support is very much appreciated.  

Water Aid - Our Lady Queen of Peace - The £1,000 raised for 
Water Aid has been acknowledged. The money has been used in 
the Ukraine to allow 30 families to get clean water. A special thank 
you to all who contributed; your effort has saved many lives - 

Thank you. 

In Aid of Wateraid - Starting Monday  9th January, St Bedes 

Parish Hall, 1pm – 3pm – Bingo Tea and Coffee. All Welcome 

OLOF - Please note, the club resumed on the 10th January  at 
1pm in the Emmaus Room, at Our Lady’s in the Village! All most 

welcome!  

Other News  

Parish Boundaries - Over the last 2 years our Diocesan 
Boundaries Committee have been examining the shape of parishes 
throughout the Diocese.  There has been very significant road 
building, trading estates and house building since the last time 
anything like this was attempted (if it ever has been), so alterations 
have been made to many parish boundaries in the Diocese. Just 
before last Easter were sent proposals and I consulted parish 
groups, chairs of councils, head teachers and clergy about the 
proposed plan. The Parishes of John XXIII and St Joseph have 
one plan each, so from next weekend they will be available for 
viewing on the Parish Notice Board, for two weeks, along with a 
covering letter from Bishop Robert and Fr Bill Agley, our Diocesan 
Chancellor.  Because there are four churches in John XXIII, the 
plan and accompanying letter will be ‘on tour’ over the next couple 
of months.   I hope all enjoy their perusing!    If you’re excited by 
such things and would like to see what all the parish boundaries 
look like – then they are available online vi the Diocesan 

website.    Jim O’Keefe 

Exploring the Mind of St Bede - There's an exhibition on St Bede 
at Durham Cathedral running until 26 February 2023. Lots of the 
manuscripts & early books are on view. There's a charge of £7.50 

but under 16s go free. For more information just follow:  

https://www.durhamcathedral.co.uk/events/mind-of-bede-exhibition 

Pope's Worldwide Prayer Network - Each month the Holy Father 
will have a main prayer intention for people to use as part of their 
daily prayer, and he will also announce an "urgent intention" for 
people’s prayer. A short video based on the main intention 
published each month and known as 'The Pope Video'. These 
videos can be viewed through our YouTube Channel Playlist, visit 

Masses are live-streamed daily at 10am everyday, except 
Monday when Mass is live-streamed at 7pm 

Please click the link https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw to 
view  from one of our Churches.  

In addition, we live-stream Mass from St Joseph’s, Birtley on:   
Tuesday at 7pm; Thursday at 12 Noon; Saturday at 5pm. 

To access live streaming from St Joseph’s Birtley, please click the 

link https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley. 

https://www.durhamcathedral.co.uk/events/mind-of-bede-exhibition
https://ymlpcl7.net/6ec84usbwuaxaewmuharauwatauhqu/click.php
https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley
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Catholic Social Teaching have their own monthly newsletter bringing a variety of 
information from its members of how CST has helped them and examples of CST in action 

around the Diocese. You can read or download the latest issue now. 

The Joy of the Gospel - “Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty 
idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive 
nature.”. Evangelii Gaudium, the Joy of the Gospel, looks at the new evangelisation for the 
transmission of the faith and has chapters on the following subjects: The Church’s Missionary 
Transformation; The Crisis of Communal Commitment; The Proclamation of the Gospel; The 

Social Dimension of Evangelization; Spirit-Filled Evangelizers. Read More 

Justice & Peace - This month's update from the J&P Co-ordinating Council includes details 
of the next Interfaith Prayer Vigil  and the latest newsletter for Winter 2022. View Interfaith 
Prayer Vigil Event Details. View an online version of the prayer vigil (view here).  
The latest newsletter from Justice & Peace for Winter 2022 is available to read or download 
now. Access it here. 
Synodal Church - As we continue on our journey as a synodal Church, we invite and 
welcome your response to the Continental Stage of the Synod synthesis, you can access 
it here. The Diocese will be feeding back to the Bishops of England and Wales with our 
response and we would very much like this to represent the views of yourselves in our 
parishes. The synod email address is the best avenue to do this: synod@diocesehn.org.uk. 

Read more. 

Diocesan Courses - The Diocesan Liturgy team’s courses for formation and Days of 
Reflection is available for the beginning of 2023. There is the opportunity to register for: 
Tuesday 31 January 2023 - Formation for New Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
(Day 2 on 7 February and Day 3 on 11 February). 
Monday 13 February 2023 - Formation for New Sacristans. 
Tuesday 28 February 2023 - Formation for New Liturgical Leaders of Celebrations of the 

Word and Holy Communion (Day 2 on 7 March and Day 3 on 14 March). 

Further information and booking details will be available early this month on the Liturgy and 

Prayer webpage. 

CDSC information and resources on the Diocesan website 

The Diocesan website provides details of prayer groups and other opportunities to come 
together in worship with communities of faith in our Diocese. This link takes you to our place 
on the website where you will find details of 6 prayer groups and more information on the 

Filipino community and African and Caribbean community. 

Centre for Catholic Studies - Catholic Theology Research Seminar Thursday 19 
January, 5.00pm - 6.30pm, an online talk via Zoom. ‘Doing THE WORK: Anti-Racism and the 
Catholic Church’, Dr Tia Noelle Pratt (Villanova University) All are welcome! Please register 

at eventbrite.com and the Zoom link will be sent to you. 

CCS Book Launch Tuesday 24 January, 5.30pm, online via Zoom.  ‘Receptive Ecumenism 
as Transformative Ecclesial Learning’ with Prof. Paul D. Murray (CCS, Durham 
University), Dr Greg Ryan (CCS, Durham University), Prof Linda Hogan (Trinity College 
Dublin). and Dr Gabrielle Thomas (Candler School of Theology, Emory). All are welcome! 

Please register at eventbrite.com and the Zoom link will be sent to you. 

Vocations Weekend for Women - Theme: Discerning God's Call in your life 
Dates: 3-5 Feb 2023, Location: London. The weekend is organised by the Sisters, Faithful 
Companions of Jesus (FCJ). Jesus invites each of us to 'Come and See' - this weekend 
will give the opportunity to explore the vocation to religious life and to reflect on God's 
call to you. If you are wondering if God is calling you to religious life and would like to find 
out more why not come along?  You are welcome to stay for the weekend or just come along 
on Saturday for the day. There will be opportunity for prayer, reflection and input, chance to 
ask questions and to meet others who are also wondering where God is calling them. For 
more information contact Sr Lynne fcJ at fcjvocationeurope@gmail.com or visit our  

website www.fcjsisters.org  

Diocesan Vacancies - The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following permanent 

vacancies: Cleaner, St Peter, Low Fell - 8 hours per week, Closing date: 19 January. Caretaker/
Cleaner, Whitley Bay and North Shields – 11 hours per week, Closing date: 23 January. Please visit 

www.diocesehn.org.uk for full details or contact us on 0191 243 3301 

 

Reflections  

Diocesan Weekly reflections can be 

found by clicking here.  

Examen - Please follow the links to 
go to Pray as You Go: Saturday Examen   
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Prayers - If you would like to request 
prayers from the parish community for 
someone who is sick, or recently 
deceased, please click on the links below 
and complete the necessary forms. This 
will enable their names to be included in 

private prayer and during various Masses.  

For Prayers for the Sick   

For Prayers for the Deceased  

or ring 0191 4163583   

Finance - Standing Order forms and 
Gift Aid forms are available by clicking on 

the following links:  

For St John XXIII        For St Joseph’s  

or ring 0191 4163583.  

Sick and Recently 

Deceased - To view the sick and 

recently deceased list please click here.   

Parish Newsletter If you have 

any comments you wish to make about the 

Parish Newsletter, please click here. 

For the latest information, 

please go to any of the following 

Websites: 

Parish of St John XXIII  

Parish of St Joseph’s   

Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle  

All the Links you will ever 

need! 

Please click here or Scan the 

QR Code with your mobile 

phone to go to a site containing 

All the Links You’ll Ever Need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To post a notice on this 
Newsletter, please click here 
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