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 The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time,  

28th–29th January 2023, Year A 

Saturday 28th 

January  

Vigil 

St Joseph 5pm Chris, Bill & Hilda Baggott 

St Bede 5pm Patrick O'Neil (Recently Deceased)  

Sunday 29th 

January 

4th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

St John Boste 9:30am People of the Parish 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Terry Ford 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Edward (Ted) Stephenson 

Parishes of St John XXIII & St Joseph, Birtley 
Incorporating: Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington;  

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw; St Bede, Usworth;  

St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph, Birtley 

Administrator: Audrey Huntley 0191 4163583  sj23office01@gmail.com  

In the Partnership of Benedict  

Birtley, Chester-le-Street, Penshaw, Sacriston, Washington 

Fr Jim O’Keefe                  0191 416 3805 

Fr Uchenna Odenigbo 0191 416 3583 

Fr Martin Wheaton         0770 996 1040 

Fr Vincent Waiga         0191 416 3583 

Deacon Frank O’Neill        0779 115 5845 

Deacon Peter Lavery  0730 505 9297 

Deacon Tony Joy          0779 989 3419  

Our Christian faith is opened up by Jesus in this week's Gospel (Matt 5: 2-12), like the cracking open of an egg it shows clearly what is 
inside, teaching us what the Christian faith is all about. It is, of course, the  great proclamation of the Beatitudes.  
It's natural that many people believe that Jesus created the Beatitudes directly. Although the reality is more complex, and gives them even 
more power. They are first heard, in various forms, in the Wisdom literature of the Old Testament, in Psalms and Proverbs. They were 
God's first tentative revelation to his people, preparing them for what was to come and guiding them to live holy lives e.g., In Proverbs we 
hear, "Happy is the man who finds wisdom and he who gains understanding" (Prov. 3:13). They were part of the unfolding narrative which 
came to fulfilment and  perfection in the person, teaching, and sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. And Jesus' perfection of the ancient 
Beatitudes are perhaps the greatest and clearest teaching on what he wants from his followers. 
Each of the beatitudes carries with it a profound message about who we are and, more importantly, what we need to be. As a whole, the 
answer to this is known to every Christian - "To be holy". But what is it to ''be holy''? It's true that only God is truly holy, but he wants us to 
be as much like his Son in holiness as we can and incorporating the Beatitudes into our hearts is foundational in achieving this.We know 
that being holy does not necessarily mean to be happy, at least not in the materialistic or worldly sense. After all, Jesus tells us to follow 
him, and we know which hill that leads to, "If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 

me" (Matt 16:24) 

The Beatitudes teach us to go against our instinct, our innate selfishness, our need for 'things', and to turn outward. As we hear later in 
Matthew's Gospel, "He that finds his life shall lose it, and he that shall lose his life for me, shall find it" (Matt 10:39). The Beatitudes are the 

principle, the foundation, from which this can be accomplished. 

So it is not in gaining 'things' that we find true happiness, holiness, but by doing what is right in the eyes of our Lord. Indeed, on many 
occasions doing the right thing may bring us feelings of emotional or physical discomfort, even suffering. Yet because we are sure that 
what we are saying or doing is not for ourselves but for those around us, for the sake of the Lord, we know we are doing what He wills. It is 
this that brings the true inner peace and happiness that the world can never give us, and it's only by incorporating the beatitudes into our 
lives, along with the Decalogue (the 10 commandments) that we can be sure we are doing His will and not our own. 
The Beatitudes set us free from the slavery of our own myopic needs and wants, allowing us to see the other person, the beyond. They 

allow us to live for God, as they show us what really matters. They allow us to be truly free. Then we will be truly 'Blessed'.     Fr. Martin 

mailto:sj23office01@gmail.com
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Mass Times & Intentions  -  Week Beginning Monday 30th January 2023 

Day Church Time Intention 

Monday 30th January  
Our Lady Queen of Peace 7pm People of the Parish 

Tuesday 31st January  

St John Bosco 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Joe McPartlin 

St Joseph 7pm Marion and Bob Slavin  

Wednesday 1st February 

 

St Bede 10am Arthur Willey (Recently Deceased) 

St John Boste 7pm Teachers and School Children 

Thursday 2nd February  

The Presentation of the 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Terry Ford R.I.P 

St Joseph 12 noon Maureen Lewis & Joseph Murphy 

Friday 3rd February 

Ss Blaise & Ansgar 

St John Boste 10am People of the Parish 

St Joseph 10am Special Intention (ND) 

Saturday 4th February 

 
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Pat & Maria Keegan 

Vigil 

St Joseph 5pm Marie Lawrie 

St Bede 5pm 
Margaret Jones (Deceased 

Anniversary) 

Sunday 5th February 

5th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

St John Boste 9:30am The Recently Deceased  

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Mary Duncan 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Clare Madden 

First Reading:  
Zephaniah 2:3, 3:12-13.  
Seek the Lord, all you, the humble of the earth, who obey his 
commands. Seek integrity, seek humility: you may perhaps find 
shelter on the day of the anger of the Lord. In your midst I will leave 
a humble and lowly people, and those who are left in Israel will seek 
refuge in the name of the Lord. They will do no wrong, will tell no 
lies; and the perjured tongue will no longer be found in their mouths. 
But they will be able to graze and rest with no one to disturb them. 
 
Response to the Psalm: How happy are the poor in spirit; theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven.  
 
Second Reading:  
Corinthians 1:26-31  
Take yourselves for instance, brothers, at the time when you were 
called: how many of you were wise in the ordinary sense of the 
word, how many were influential people, or came from noble 
families? No, it was to shame the wise that God chose what is 
foolish by human reckoning, and to shame what is strong that he 
chose what is weak by human reckoning; those whom the world 
thinks common and contemptible are the ones that God has chosen 
– those who are nothing at all to show up those who are everything. 
The human race has nothing to boast about to God, but you, God 
has made members of Christ Jesus and by God’s doing he has 
become our wisdom, and our virtue, and our holiness, and our 
freedom. As scripture says: if anyone wants to boast, let him boast 
about the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, for revealing the mysteries of the 
kingdom to mere children. Alleluia!  
 
The Gospel: The Beatitudes 
Matthew 5:1-12  
Seeing the crowds, he went up the hill. There he sat down and was 
joined by his disciples. Then he began to speak. This is what he 
taught them: ‘How happy are the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. Happy the gentle: they shall have the earth for their 
heritage. Happy those who mourn: they shall be comforted. Happy 
those who hunger and thirst for what is right: they shall be satisfied. 
Happy the merciful: they shall have mercy shown them. Happy the 
pure in heart: they shall see God. Happy the peacemakers: they 
shall be called sons of God. Happy those who are persecuted in the 
cause of right: theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Happy are you when 
people abuse you and persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny 
against you on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward 
will be great in heaven.’ 
 
Blessings to Welcome God 
In Matthew’s Gospel these eight blessings stand at the head of the 
Sermon on the Mount, pointing out eight ways in which we can 
welcome God into our lives. They are ways of living out God’s 
blessing. The first and the last knit them all together with the phrase 
‘theirs is the kingdom of heaven’.  

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0JZQb4YxMN
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In his Gospel, Luke also begins his Sermon on the Plain with four 
such blessings – only his blessings focus more on those who are 
materially poor and in need, whereas Matthew’s concentrate on the 
spiritual attitudes required of the Christian, ‘poor in spirit, hunger 
and thirst for justice’. Jesus came to proclaim the kingship of his 
Father, and these are ways of living it. For each beatitude, do you 
know someone who exemplifies the attitude? Which is your own 
favourite? For most of them there are gospel incidents in which 
Jesus illustrates how to live out the beatitude, like the entry into 
Jerusalem on a donkey as the gentle king, or the love he shows in 
his welcome to sinners, or his bringing peace to those tortured by 
disease or contempt, or his purity of heart in his single-minded pre-
occupation with his Father’s will, or finally his acceptance of 
persecution for what he knew to be right.  

Which of these qualities would you like to have more of? 
Which quality will bring you closest to Jesus?                         
Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 

© Copyright 2023 The Wednesday Word Trust 

Two Diocesan Reviews - There is an article in the Sunday Times 
newspaper for last Sunday, 22 January, referring to a letter 
Archbishop Malcolm McMahon has sent to all priests, deacons, 
religious and staff in our Diocese about two reviews he has 
initiated.  You can read the letter by clicking here. One is to be 
conducted by the Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency 
(CSSA) looking into the ‘culture, governance, processes and 
practice of safeguarding’ in our Diocese, and the other to look at 
‘events leading up to Bishop Byrne’s resignation’.  This second 
review is to be conducted by Carol Lawrence, Chief Operating 
Officer of Shrewsbury diocese.  In my view, these are both 
extremely important initiatives. I encourage anyone who feels they 
have anything to contribute to the CSSA review to be in touch with 
them via one of two ways, by 
emailing HexhamandNewcastleinfo@proton.me or making 
anonymous contact at https://forms.office.com/e/pHLnT00Zix I 
am not aware of any way of contributing to the second review, but 
I’m sure there will be a statement about this in the near future. 
 Our diocese is totally committed to the safeguarding of children 
and vulnerable adults.  I ask you to pray for anyone who has been 
abused in any way, and if anyone would like to talk with any of us 
about the direct or indirect impact of abuse, then please contact 
us.           Jim O’Keefe 
 

What’s On in the Parish 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - The Sacrament of Reconciliation is 
available in all of our Churches. We can celebrate Reconciliation 
after Mass at Our Blessed Lady Immaculate on Saturday mornings, 
at St John Boste on Friday mornings, and at Our Lady Queen of 
Peace on Thursday mornings – all after 10.00am mass. At St 
Bede’s after Mass on Wednesday . Thank you to all who are 
present in our Churches for the celebration of Reconciliation. 
 

Adoration of the  Blessed Sacrament - Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Church will be open on  Friday  afternoons, 2 pm to 3 pm for 
quiet prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. All are welcome. 
Anne Frank Exhibition - Parishioners and parents are invited to 
St Robert's School on Tuesday 7th February where there will be a 
guided tour led by students of the Anne Frank Exhibition. This 
exhibition looks at the life and legacy of Anne Frank. The student 
led guided tour for parishioners will begin at 2.30pm and the one 
for parents will begin at 3.30pm. If you would like to attend, please 
contact St Robert's on 0191 7161700 or email Mrs 
McKenna amckenna@str.bwcet.com  
Mass Intentions - Please be aware that there are a significant 
number of Mass Intentions already allocated and any request for a 
specific date may not be possible due to an Intention previously 
received and allocated to the Mass on that date. If the date 
requested is already filled, then the intention will be allocated to the 
first available Mass in the preferred church which could be a few 
weeks after the requested date. 
St Joseph’s SVP 200 Club - Winning Nos: No. 46, £50; No. 79, 
£25. Thank you for your membership 
In Aid of Water Aid - St Bedes Parish Hall, 1pm – 3pm on 
Mondays  – Bingo Tea and Coffee. All Welcome 
Credit Union - The Credit Union Collection Point at St John Boste 
will be open on Fridays from 10:45 to 11:45. We will be receiving 
deposits and helping with other Credit Union products. 
OLOF - Tuesdays at 1pm in the Emmaus Room, at Our Lady’s in 
the Village! All most welcome!  
 

 Other News  

Special Collection Next Week – Racial Justice - The simple fact 
is that we are all sisters and brothers – no matter what country we 
come from or what colour we are.  Sadly, not everyone agrees with 
this and it takes a great deal of education and formation for anyone 
of us to become less prejudiced against other people.  This 
collection is used to develop resources to help us all become less 
prejudiced and ultimately, more respectful of people who are 
different from us. Racial prejudice is a scandal and we must work 
together deepen our appreciation of people from all countries and 
cultures. 
A Special Thankyou - Theresa, Suzanne and Philip Madden 
would like to express their profound thanks to everyone who sent 
Mass and sympathy cards as well as attending Clare's Mass. 
Donations collected in church have so far totalled £600 and this 
does not yet include donations from colleagues in London; monies 
will be split between The Whitechapel Mission and Centre Point 
North East. Finally we would like express our gratitude to Organist 
Michael, Deacon Frank and especially to Fr. Jim who has been a 
great source of support, help and comfort during our time of grief. 

Thank you all.  

Little Sisters of the Poor Appeal - Volunteers Wanted The Little 
Sisters of the Poor are looking for volunteers to help throughout the 
Home (e.g. helping with residents’ activities, administration duties, 
fundraising and other various duties). If you are interested and 
would like to help, please contact Sister Evelyn or Mother Deirdre 
at St Joseph’s Home on 0191 273 1279 for further details. David 
and Theresa O'Neill ask you to support their fundraising for the 
Sisters through their collections of stamps, foreign currency, old or 
broken gold & silver & military medals. To date they have raised 
over £15,500 by these means. If you can help, contact them at: 
David & Theresa O'Neill, 34 Morston Drive, Newcastle upon 
Tyne NE15 7RZ Tel: 0191 264 5771 Email: david-oneill3@sky.com 

Masses are live-streamed daily at 10am everyday, except 
Monday when Mass is live-streamed at 7pm 

Please click the link https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw to 
view  from one of our Churches.  

In addition, we live-stream Mass from St Joseph’s, Birtley on:   
Tuesday at 7pm; Thursday at 12 Noon; Saturday at 5pm. 

To access live streaming from St Joseph’s Birtley, please click the 

link https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K8tlo03cYUWZLnP5tlkTFB9jBo2X2G7s/view?usp=share_link
mailto:HexhamandNewcastleinfo@proton.me
https://forms.office.com/e/pHLnT00Zix
mailto:amckenna@str.bwcet.com
mailto:david-oneill3@sky.com
https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley
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Water Aid Donation - St Bedes Christmas Tree donations this year amounted to £94.40p 
which has been donated to Water Aid .  Many thanks to everyone for your generosity. 
Catholic Social Teaching have their own monthly newsletter bringing a variety of 
information from its members of how CST has helped them and examples of CST in action 

around the Diocese. You can read or download the latest issue now. 

Is God calling you to be a Priest? The Diocesan Vocations Team have organised an 
overnight retreat for men aged 18+ to discern whether God is calling them to the Priesthood. 
Date Friday 3rd March 2023 5.00pm to Saturday 4th March 2023 (after lunch) Place Emmaus 
Youth Village Pemberton Rd, Allensford, Consett DH8 9BA Cost £50 (including all meals and 
ensuite accommodation) Spaces are limited. Please contact Fr Shaun Purdy to book a place 
or for more information: Email vocationspromoter@diocesehn.org.uk Telephone 01670 812 

200 Bookings to be made by Thursday 16th February. 

Lourdes 2023 - Plans and preparation are under way for the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
in 2023. If you are interested, please Click here and print off the expression of interest form 

or email to: lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk 

Find Joy in the Journey - Come and experience the power of the Holy Spirit! A day of 
praise and worship ending with Mass, adoration and a blessing. Hosted by: CDSC in 
partnership with parishioners from the Northumberland Vicariate, all are welcome! Our time in 
the hall will include opportunities to experience joy in praise and worship, be open to God’s 
gift of joy at times of quiet reflection and hear speakers share how our Blessed Lord has 
brought them life changing experiences of joy. On Saturday 11 February 2023, from 11:00am 
– 3.00pm at St Aidan’s Church Hall, 14-18 Station Road, Ashington NE63 8AD. Tea / coffee 
provided, participants asked to bring their own lunch. Please bring a can if you can for the 
local foodbank. 
To register your place(s) please complete the online booking form here or call the 
Vicariate for Faith & Mission Admin Team on 07375 934713. 
Diocesan Courses - The Diocesan Liturgy team’s courses for formation and Days of 
Reflection is available for the beginning of 2023. There is the opportunity to register for: 
New Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion Course - The help provided by these 
ministers in distributing Communion in Church and taking the Blessed Sacrament to the Sick 
is of great importance in the life our parishes.  
The programme consists of three sessions:  
Venue: St Aidan’s Parish Hall, Benton, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE12 8AD  
Session 1: Tuesday 31st January (Evening session) 7.00 - 9.00pm  
Session 2: Tuesday 7th February (Evening session) 7.00 - 9.00pm  
Session 3: Saturday 11th February (Day session) 10.30am - 3.30pm*  
*Participants to bring their own packed lunch for the day event - tea and coffee provided  
NB: The Saturday session ends with a Mass of Commissioning at 3.00pm  
Cost: £15 per participant, which will be invoiced to parishes. Book through Audrey—Parish 
Administrator on 0191 416 3583. 
Monday 13 February 2023 - Formation for New Sacristans. 
Tuesday 28 February 2023 - Formation for New Liturgical Leaders of Celebrations of the 
Word and Holy Communion (Day 2 on 7 March and Day 3 on 14 March). 
Further information and booking details are on the Liturgy and Prayer webpage. 
Association of the Eucharist - All are welcome to attend the monthly Holy Hour on the first 
Sunday of each month between 2.00pm and 3.00pm, held at St Andrew’s Church, Worswick 
Street, Newcastle. The next Holy Hour will be held on Sunday 5th Feb. Organised by the 
Association of the Eucharist, we invite you to spend time in front of the Blessed Sacrament as 
part of our Advent journey. Refreshments are served afterwards. 
Vacancies - The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following permanent vacancies: 

Parish Secretary, St Peter, Low Fell - 10 hours per week. Closing date: 10 February  

Diocesan Offices, Newcastle, Management Accountant – full-time, permanent 

Closing date: 6 February  

Please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full details or contact us on 0191 243 3301 
Bereavement Support  Whilst bereavement is extremely hard at any time, the time spent in 
lockdown when funerals had to take place in very restricted circumstances have taken their 
toll on so many. Family and friends can be immensely supportive, sometimes a bereaved 
person wants to talk to someone outside of their immediate circle. The Emmaus 
Bereavement Support Team, is available to support those who wish to talk about their loss. 

The Emmaus Bereavement Support Service number is 07732 980740. 

Reflections  

Diocesan Weekly reflections can be 

found by clicking here.  

Examen - Please follow the links to 
go to Pray as You Go: Saturday Examen   
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Prayers - If you would like to request 
prayers from the parish community for 
someone who is sick, or recently 
deceased, please click on the links below 
and complete the necessary forms. This 
will enable their names to be included in 

private prayer and during various Masses.  

For Prayers for the Sick   

For Prayers for the Deceased  

or ring 0191 4163583   

Finance - Standing Order forms and 
Gift Aid forms are available by clicking on 

the following links:  

For St John XXIII        For St Joseph’s  

or ring 0191 4163583.  

Sick and Recently 

Deceased - To view the sick and 

recently deceased list please click here.   

Parish Newsletter If you have 

any comments you wish to make about the 

Parish Newsletter, please click here. 

For the latest information, 

please go to any of the following 

Websites: 

Parish of St John XXIII  

Parish of St Joseph’s   

Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle  

All the Links you will ever 

need! 

Please click here or Scan the 

QR Code with your mobile 

phone to go to a site containing 

All the Links You’ll Ever Need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To post a notice on this 
Newsletter, please click here 

https://diocesehn.org.uk/services/caritas/justice-peace/#cst
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LfRXVhQg-7-we88Nz_-G-izm7NjhkLku/view?usp=sharing
mailto:lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk
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http://www.diocesehn.org.uk
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#prayer
https://pray-as-you-go.org/player/2023-01-28
https://pray-as-you-go.org/player/2023-01-29
https://pray-as-you-go.org/player/2023-01-29
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https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/QEabOaHslS
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https://www.washingtoncatholic.org.uk/
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