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 The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time,  

21st –22nd January 2023, Year A 
Saturday  

21st January  

St Agnes 

St Joseph 5pm Jean Greenwood 

St Bede 5pm Margaret Jones (Deceased Anniversary) 

Sunday  

22nd January  

3rd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

St John Boste 9.30am Our Parish Family 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Beloved Wife Linda Harrigan R.I.P. 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am David Barry 

Parishes of St John XXIII & St Joseph, Birtley 
Incorporating: Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington;  

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw; St Bede, Usworth;  

St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph, Birtley 

Administrator: Audrey Huntley 0191 4163583  sj23office01@gmail.com  

In the Partnership of Benedict  

Birtley, Chester-le-Street, Penshaw, Sacriston, Washington 

Fr Jim O’Keefe                  0191 416 3805 

Fr Uchenna Odenigbo 0191 416 3583 

Fr Martin Wheaton         0770 996 1040 

Fr Vincent Waiga         0191 416 3583 

Deacon Frank O’Neill        0779 115 5845 

Deacon Peter Lavery  0730 505 9297 

Deacon Tony Joy          0779 989 3419  

The Lord is my light and my help. 
January can be a very difficult month for many people. The joy of the Christmas Season may have begun to fade, our 
wonderful family reunions seem to be a distant memory and the bills keep arriving to increase our cost-of-living crisis. The 
weather is cold and it seems to be dark and gloomy for much of the day! 

Everyone longs for the arrival of Spring, waiting for the daylight to return and fill us with a renewed sense of hope.  

However, as Christians, we have even more reason to be joyful because the Lord Jesus has come to live amongst us as the 
Light of the World. He offers us the fulness of life with God - not just surviving, existing or just about managing but instead 
celebrating a share in the divine life of God, here and now in this earthly life and even more wonderfully in the life to come.  

This precious gift of Faith gives direction, purpose and meaning to our daily lives restoring our trust and confidence in God ’s 
unfailing love for each and everyone. He knows us by our name and he gently invites us to enter into a deeply personal and 
intimate relationship with him and to accept his call to follow him. Let us follow the example of the disciples in today’s gospel 
and respond with great enthusiasm and a deep sense of commitment.  

Remember that in our Baptism we were invited to ‘walk always as a child of the light and to keep the flame of faith alive in our 
hearts.’ Let us allow Christ to make his home in our hearts, to permeate our very being and transform every thought, word and 
action in our daily lives so that we can become true beacons of Faith to all those whom we meet in our dark and troubled 
world.  

Finally, let us remember the words of the prophet Isaiah: 

‘The people that walked in darkness has seen a great light; 

On those who live in a land of deep shadow a light has shone. 

You have made their gladness greater, you have made their joy increase.’ 

Deacon Peter 

mailto:sj23office01@gmail.com
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Mass Times & Intentions  -  Week Beginning Monday 23rd January 2023 

Day Church Time Intention 

Monday 23rd January  
Our Lady Queen of Peace 7pm Geoff Storey 

Tuesday 24th January  

St Francis de Sales 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am David Barry 

St Joseph 7pm Ray & Peter Neal 

Wednesday 25th January 

The Conversion of St Paul 

St Bede 10am 
Billy Bowdon (Deceased 

Anniversary) 

St John Boste 7pm Holy Souls 

Thursday 26th January  

Ss Timothy & Titus  

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Derek & Jean Vincent 

St Joseph 12 noon Dennis Welsh 

Friday 27th January  

St Angela Merici  

St John Boste 10am Our Schoolchildren & Teachers 

St Joseph 10am Michael Kelly 

Saturday 28th January  

St Thomas Aquinas 
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Mary Curtin 

 St Joseph 5pm Chris, Bill & Hilda Baggott 

St Bede 5pm Patrick O'Neil (Recently Deceased)  

Sunday 29th January 

4th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

St John Boste 9:30am People of the Parish 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Terry Ford 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Edward (Ted) Stephenson 

First Reading: Light in the Land of Darkness 
Isaiah 8:23. 9-3.  
In days past the Lord humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, but in days to come he will confer glory on the Way of the 
Sea on the far side of Jordan, province of the nations. The people 
that walked in darkness have seen a great light; on those who live in 
a land of deep shadow a light has shone. You have made their 
gladness greater, you have made their joy increase; they rejoice in 
your presence as men rejoice at harvest time, as men are happy 
when they are dividing the spoils. For the yoke that was weighing on 
him, the bar across his shoulders, the rod of his oppressor, these 
you break as on the day of Midian.  
Response to the Psalm: The Lord is my light and my help.  
Second Reading: A Divided Community  
1 Corinthians 1:10-13.17  
I appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
make up the differences between you, and instead of disagreeing 
among yourselves, to be united again in your belief and practice. 
From what Chloe’s people have been telling me, my dear brothers, it 
is clear that there are serious differences among you. What I mean 
are all these slogans that you have, like: ‘I am for Paul,’ ‘I am for 
Apollos,’ ‘I am for Cephas,’ ‘I am for Christ.’ Has Christ been 
parcelled out? Was it Paul that was crucified for you? Were you 
baptised in the name of Paul? For Christ did not send me to baptise, 
but to preach the Good News, and not to preach that in the terms of 
philosophy in which the crucifixion of Christ cannot be expressed. 
“All working together in harmony… All living with the one life of 
Christ”  

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! Jesus proclaimed the 
Good News of the kingdom, and cured all kinds of sickness 
among the people. Alleluia!  
The Gospel: The Call of the First Disciples  
Matthew 4:12-23  
Hearing that John had been arrested Jesus went back to Galilee, 
and leaving Nazareth he went and settled in Capernaum, a lakeside 
town on the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this way the 
prophecy of Isaiah was to be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun! Land of 
Naphtali! Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan, Galilee of the 
nations! The people that lived in darkness has seen a great light; on 
those who dwell in the land and shadow of death a light has 
dawned.” From that moment Jesus began his preaching with the 
message, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ As 
he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he saw two brothers, Simon, 
who was called Peter, and his brother Andrew; they were making a 
cast in the lake with their net, for they were fishermen. And he said 
to them, “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” And they 
left their nets at once and followed him. Going on from there he saw 
another pair of brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John; they were in their boat with their father Zebedee, mending 
their nets, and he called them. At once, leaving their boat and their 
father, they followed him. He went round the whole of Galilee 
teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the Good News of the 
kingdom and curing all kinds of diseases and sickness among the 
people. 

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0JZQb4YxMN
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The Call of the Disciples 

This is the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Matthew first introduces us 
to Galilee, characteristically quoting the scriptures to show that 
they are being fulfilled, and in what way. Galilee is called ‘Galilee of 
the gentiles’ only in this passage, and the presence of gentiles was 
not a particularly notable feature of Galilee. Archaeology shows 
that Jewish observance was strong in the region. Contemporary 
literature indicates that there was a lively tradition of prayerful 
charismatic rabbis with a warm devotion to the Lord. Jesus begins 
his ministry by proclaiming the imminence of the Kingdom of God, 
and this will be the subject of all his activity. Then he begins to form 
the new Israel by calling his team together. The Christian 
imagination tends to combine this scene with the scene of the 
Baptist in the Jordan Valley in the Gospel of John, which suggests 
that at least Peter and Andrew among the disciples had already 
some knowledge of Jesus. But today’s narrative must be heard on 
its own, and the staggering factor is that this is the first time at any 
rate the sons of Zebedee have set eyes on Jesus. As he passes 
by, Jesus calls them, and such is the electrifying power of his 
charismatic personality that they simply drop everything and follow 
this total stranger – immediately, as the evangelist stresses each 
time. Do I ever follow Jesus’ call immediately and 
unconditionally? 

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 
© Copyright 2023 The Wednesday Word Trust 

A Light in the Darkness 
Being able to bring light into darkness can be the difference 
between life and death. How fortunate that we live at a time in the 
history of the world when the light of the revelation of God’s love for 
us has been revealed. Jesus has come among us and we can all 
see it. We don’t need a degree or training in the technique to 
understand what we can see. Jesus is there for all to see and 
understand - he has brought light into a darkened world.  People in 
the past had faith but they were unable to see.  How sad that today 
there are so many people who have no faith and are content to 
stumble around with eyes tightly shut. By contrast, the apostles are 
inspired by the person of Jesus and go with Him enthusiastically, 
accepting His invitation to proclaim the message of repentance to 
all people.  Who are we?  Apostles or not? 

 

What’s On in the Parish 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - The Sacrament of Reconciliation is 
now available in all of our Churches. We can celebrate 
Reconciliation after Mass at Our Blessed Lady Immaculate on 
Saturday mornings, at St John Boste on Friday mornings, and at 
Our Lady Queen of Peace on Thursday mornings – all after 
10.00am mass. At St Bede’s after Mass on Wednesday at 6pm. 
Thank you to our parishioners who are present in our Churches for 
the celebration of Reconciliation. 
Adoration of the  Blessed Sacrament - Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Church will be open on  Friday  afternoons, 2 pm to 3 pm for 
quiet prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. All are welcome. 

Water Aid - Our Lady Queen of Peace - The £1,000 raised for 
Water Aid has been acknowledged. The money has been used in 
the Ukraine to allow 30 families to get clean water. A special thank 
you to all who contributed; your effort has saved many lives - 
Thank you. 
Anne Frank Exhibition - Parishioners and parents are invited to 
St Robert's School on Tuesday 7th February where there will be a 
guided tour led by students of the Anne Frank Exhibition. This 
exhibition looks at the life and legacy of Anne Frank and we are 
very privileged to be able to host this very special event. The 
student led guided tour for parishioners will begin at 2.30pm and 
the one for parents will begin at 3.30pm. If you would like to attend, 
please could you contact St Robert's on 0191 7161700 or email 
Mrs McKenna amckenna@str.bwcet.com  
Mass Intentions - Please be aware that there are a significant 
number of Mass Intentions already allocated and any request for a 
specific date may not be possible due to an Intention previously 
received and allocated to the Mass on that date. If the date 
requested is already filled, then the intention will be allocated to the 
first available Mass in the preferred church which could be a few 
weeks after the requested date. 
St Joseph’s SVP 200 Club - Winning Nos: No. 46, £50; No. 79, 
£25. Thank you for your membership 
In Aid of Water Aid - Starting Monday  9th January, St Bedes 
Parish Hall, 1pm – 3pm – Bingo Tea and Coffee. All Welcome 
Credit Union - The Credit Union Collection Point at St John Boste 
will be open on Fridays from 10:45 to 11:45. We will be receiving 
deposits and helping with other Credit Union products. 
OLOF - Please note, the club resumed on the 10th January  at 
1pm in the Emmaus Room, at Our Lady’s in the Village! All most 
welcome!  

 Other News  

Parish Boundaries - Over the last 2 years our Diocesan 
Boundaries Committee have been examining the shape of parishes 
throughout the Diocese.  There has been very significant road 
building, trading estates and house building since the last time 
anything like this was attempted (if it ever has been), so alterations 
have been made to many parish boundaries in the Diocese. Just 
before last Easter were sent proposals and I consulted parish 
groups, chairs of councils, head teachers and clergy about the 
proposed plan. The Parishes of John XXIII and St Joseph have 
one plan each, so from next weekend they will be available for 
viewing on the Parish Notice Board, for two weeks, along with a 
covering letter from Bishop Robert and Fr Bill Agley, our Diocesan 
Chancellor.  Because there are four churches in John XXIII, the 
plan and accompanying letter will be ‘on tour’ over the next couple 
of months.   I hope all enjoy their perusing!    If you’re excited by 
such things and would like to see what all the parish boundaries 
look like – then they are available online vi the Diocesan 

website.    Jim O’Keefe 

Charismatic Diocesan Service of Communion (CDSC) - As 
baptised and confirmed Catholics, we journey with our Blessed 
Lord through life, empowered by the Holy Spirit, gifted at our 
Baptism and increased in our Confirmation. In scripture we find 
many promises that with our Blessed Lord as our brother, and 
being open to the Holy Spirit, joy will happen. Plans are well 
underway, between the CDSC and parishioners from several 
parishes across the Northumberland Vicariate, to host the next 
CDSC event at St Aidan’s, Ashington on Saturday 11 February 
2023. The event will start at 11.00am in the church hall and move 

to the church for Mass at 2.00pm.  

 

Masses are live-streamed daily at 10am everyday, except 
Monday when Mass is live-streamed at 7pm 

Please click the link https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw to 
view  from one of our Churches.  

In addition, we live-stream Mass from St Joseph’s, Birtley on:   
Tuesday at 7pm; Thursday at 12 Noon; Saturday at 5pm. 

To access live streaming from St Joseph’s Birtley, please click the 

link https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley. 

mailto:amckenna@str.bwcet.com
https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley


 

                                                            Charity Registration Number: 1143450                                                   Page 4 

Catholic Social Teaching have their own monthly newsletter bringing a variety of 
information from its members of how CST has helped them and examples of CST in action 

around the Diocese. You can read or download the latest issue now. 

Holocaust Memorial Day is commemorated on 27th January, which is the anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau. The theme for this year’s commemorations is ‘Ordinary 
People’ which highlights the ordinary people who let genocide happen, those who actively 
perpetrated genocide, and the ordinary people who were persecuted. It also highlights the 
ordinary people who went to extreme lengths to help, to rescue, to save those being 
persecuted. The Interreligious Relations team are pleased that St Leonard’s Catholic 
School, Durham will be hosting the commemorations on Wednesday 25 January at 7.00pm. 
Our guest speaker for all three commemoration events will be Mrs Noreen Plen. Noreen will 
be joining us to tell the story of her parents, Jan Kurz-Bernstein and Lola Waksman, and their 
families, whose lives were changed by the Nazi invasion of Poland in 1939. Noreen will be 
sharing their stories for their memories to endure. Booking for the Holocaust 

commemorations is essential, so please book your place here, or ring 0191 243 3316. 

Is God calling you to be a Priest? The Diocesan Vocations Team have organised an 
overnight retreat for men aged 18+ to discern whether God is calling them to the Priesthood. 
Date Friday 3rd March 2023 5.00pm to Saturday 4th March 2023 (after lunch) Place Emmaus 
Youth Village Pemberton Rd, Allensford, Consett DH8 9BA Cost £50 (including all meals and 
ensuite accommodation) Spaces are limited. Please contact Fr Shaun Purdy to book a place 
or for more information: Email vocationspromoter@diocesehn.org.uk Telephone 01670 812 

200 Bookings to be made by Thursday 16th February. 

Find Joy in the Journey - Come and experience the power of the Holy Spirit! A day of 
praise and worship ending with Mass, adoration and a blessing. Hosted by: CDSC in 
partnership with parishioners from the Northumberland Vicariate, all are welcome! Our time in 
the hall will include opportunities to experience joy in praise and worship, be open to God’s 
gift of joy at times of quiet reflection and hear speakers share how our Blessed Lord has 
brought them life changing experiences of joy. Our time in the church will include Mass, time 
before the Blessed Sacrament and a final blessing of joy from members of the CDSC. On 
Saturday 11 February 2023, from 11:00am – 3.00pm at St Aidan’s Church Hall, 14-18 Station 
Road, Ashington NE63 8AD. Tea / coffee provided, participants asked to bring their own 
lunch. Please bring a can if you can for the local foodbank. 
To register your place(s) please complete the online booking form here or call the 
Vicariate for Faith & Mission Admin Team on 07375 934713. 
Diocesan Courses - The Diocesan Liturgy team’s courses for formation and Days of 
Reflection is available for the beginning of 2023. There is the opportunity to register for: 
New Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion Course - The help provided by these 
ministers in distributing Communion in Church and taking the Blessed Sacrament to the Sick 
is of great importance in the life our parishes.  
The programme consists of three sessions:  
Venue: St Aidan’s Parish Hall, Benton, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE12 8AD  
Session 1: Tuesday 31st January (Evening session) 7.00 - 9.00pm  
Session 2: Tuesday 7th February (Evening session) 7.00 - 9.00pm  
Session 3: Saturday 11th February (Day session) 10.30am - 3.30pm*  
*Participants to bring their own packed lunch for the day event - tea and coffee provided  
NB: The Saturday session ends with a Mass of Commissioning at 3.00pm  
Cost: £15 per participant, which will be invoiced to parishes. Book through Audrey. 
Monday 13 February 2023 - Formation for New Sacristans. 
Tuesday 28 February 2023 - Formation for New Liturgical Leaders of Celebrations of the 
Word and Holy Communion (Day 2 on 7 March and Day 3 on 14 March). 
Further information and booking details will be available early this month on the Liturgy and 
Prayer webpage. 
Vocations Weekend for Women - Theme: Discerning God's Call in your life 
Dates: 3-5 Feb 2023, Location: London. The weekend is organised by the Sisters, Faithful 
Companions of Jesus (FCJ). Jesus invites each of us to 'Come and See' - this weekend 
will give the opportunity to explore the vocation to religious life and to reflect on God's 
call to you. If you are wondering if God is calling you to religious life and would like to find 
out more why not come along?  You are welcome to stay for the weekend or just come along 
on Saturday for the day. There will be opportunity for prayer, reflection and input, chance to 
ask questions and to meet others who are also wondering where God is calling them. For 
more information contact Sr Lynne fcJ at fcjvocationeurope@gmail.com   

Reflections  

Diocesan Weekly reflections can be 

found by clicking here.  

Examen - Please follow the links to 
go to Pray as You Go: Saturday Examen   
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Prayers - If you would like to request 
prayers from the parish community for 
someone who is sick, or recently 
deceased, please click on the links below 
and complete the necessary forms. This 
will enable their names to be included in 

private prayer and during various Masses.  

For Prayers for the Sick   

For Prayers for the Deceased  

or ring 0191 4163583   

Finance - Standing Order forms and 
Gift Aid forms are available by clicking on 

the following links:  

For St John XXIII        For St Joseph’s  

or ring 0191 4163583.  

Sick and Recently 

Deceased - To view the sick and 

recently deceased list please click here.   

Parish Newsletter If you have 

any comments you wish to make about the 

Parish Newsletter, please click here. 

For the latest information, 

please go to any of the following 

Websites: 

Parish of St John XXIII  

Parish of St Joseph’s   

Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle  

All the Links you will ever 

need! 

Please click here or Scan the 

QR Code with your mobile 

phone to go to a site containing 

All the Links You’ll Ever Need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To post a notice on this 
Newsletter, please click here 
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