
 

                                                            Charity Registration Number: 1143450                                                   Page 1 

 The Baptism of the Lord, 7th-8th January 2023, Year A 

Saturday  

7th January  

St Raymond of 

Penafort 

St Joseph 5pm Lyra Hall 

St Bede 5pm People of the Parish 

Sunday  

8th January  

The Baptism of 

the Lord 

St John Boste 9.30am George & Elizabeth Donkin 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Teresa Curran R.I.P. 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Catherine & David Kelly & Paul Bottoms 

Parishes of St John XXIII & St Joseph, Birtley 
Incorporating: Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington;  

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw; St Bede, Usworth;  

St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph, Birtley 

Administrator: Audrey Huntley 0191 4163583  sj23office01@gmail.com  

In the Partnership of Benedict  

Birtley, Chester-le-Street, Penshaw, Sacriston, Washington 

Fr Jim O’Keefe                  0191 416 3805 

Fr Uchenna Odenigbo 0191 416 3583 

Fr Martin Wheaton         0770 996 1040 

Fr Vincent Waiga         0191 416 3583 

Deacon Frank O’Neill        0779 115 5845 

Deacon Peter Lavery  0730 505 9297 

Deacon Tony Joy          0779 989 3419  

What does it take to be a Priest. Prophet and King like Christ. 
 

Do you know what Messi, Pelé and Benedict XVI have in common? Yes, they are icons of football and faith. The past four weeks have 
seen the world acclaim Lionel Messi as the GOAT (greatest of all time) following his lifting of the FIFA World Cup, Qatar 22 with Argentina; 
the late Pelé (Edson Arantes do Nascimento) as “The KING” of Soccer, the beautiful game; and the late Pope Benedict XVI as the 
“GIANT” of faith and reason. All three started small, taking baby steps even when they didn't see the whole staircase. This is the power of 

small, according to Michelle Obama, in her new book, “The Light We Carry.” 

The power to greatness in you and I is nowhere more grafted than at our Baptism, rooted in Christ. At every Baptism, we hear the 
threefold description of our identity. It follows the anointing with sacred chrism oil, wherein the priest or deacon prays these words: “As 

Christ was anointed Priest, Prophet, and King, so may you live always as a member of his body, sharing everlasting life.” 

What a sublime dignity that you and I have got at our baptism; we all share in the priesthood of Christ as priest, prophet, and king. The 
scriptures and the Catechism of the Catholic Church are emphatic about this: “Baptism makes us members of the Body of Christ.  … “to be 
a holy priesthood” (1 Peter 2:5). By Baptism they share in the priesthood of Christ, in his prophetic and royal mission. They  are “a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people …” (1 Peter 2:9). Baptism gives a share in the common priesthood of  all 
believers” (CCC, 1267, 1268). To bring Christ to our families, towns, and the wider culture. To speak truth to power. To live a life of service 
to others. This is the point about our baptism. The point about being a Christian, even when there seem to be other motives l ike catholic 

school admission.  

St Matthew, in today’s gospel, tells us that Jesus’s own baptism was a turning point. It was his moment of identification, with the condition 
of all humanity. It was a moment of conviction about his identity and mission: a voice spoke from heaven, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; my 
favour rests on him.’” It was a moment of empowerment: “...he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down on him.” It 

was a moment of decision to begin his public ministry.  

In the same way, our baptism is a moment of identification, conviction, empowerment, and a declaration that we are committed to Christ, 
in his Church, in our world. Pope Benedict XVI was so thrilled by this that he declared: “If we allow the love of Christ to change our heart, 
then we can change the world. This is the secret of authentic happiness.” "The world offers you comfort. But you were not made for 
comfort. You were made for greatness." Today, we remind ourselves, our children, and grandchildren that we are made for greatness. 

"We are not some casual and meaningless product of evolution. Each of us is the result of a thought of God.”  (Continued on Pg 3) 

mailto:sj23office01@gmail.com
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Mass Times & Intentions  -  Week Beginning Monday 9th January 2023 

Day Church Time Intention 

Monday 9th January  

 
Our Lady Queen of Peace 7pm Frank McNay 

Tuesday 10th January  

 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am 
David & Elizabeth McCourt & 

Deceased Family 

St Joseph 7pm Betty Lee 

Wednesday 11th January 

 

St Bede 10am People of the Parish 

St John Boste 7pm In Thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart 

Thursday 12th January  

St Aelred of Rievaulx & St 

Benet Biscop 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Andrew Bell 

St Joseph 12 noon Killen & Callaghan Families 

Friday 13th January  

St Hillary 

St John Boste 10am Our Schoolchildren and Staff 

St Joseph 10am Ingrid Lavelle 

Saturday 14th January  
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am 

John Lyons Anniversary & Ray 
Lyons Birthday 

 St Joseph 5pm Brian Twycross 

St Bede 5pm Joseph Dragone (Deceased) 

Sunday 15th January 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

St John Boste 9:30am Our Parish Family 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Geoff Storey R.I.P. 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Clare Madden 

First Reading: The Servant of the Lord  
Isaiah 42:1-4. 6-7.  
Thus says the Lord: ‘Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen 
one in whom my soul delights. I have endowed him with my spirit 
that he may bring true justice to the nations. He does not cry out or 
shout aloud, or make his voice heard in the streets. He does not 
break the crushed reed, nor quench the wavering flame. Faithfully 
he brings true justice; he will neither waver, nor be crushed until true 
justice is established on earth, for the islands are awaiting his law. I, 
the Lord, have called you to serve the cause of right; I have taken 
you by the hand and formed you; I have appointed you as covenant 
of the people and light of the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, 
to free captives from prison, and those who live in darkness from the 
dungeon.’  
 
Response to the Psalm:  The Lord will bless his people with 
peace.  
 
Second Reading: Peter Prepares Cornelius  
Acts of the Apostles 10:34-38  
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘The truth I have now 
come to realise,’ he said, ‘is that God does not have favourites, but 
that anybody of any nationality who fears God and does what is right 
is acceptable to him. It is true, God sent his word to the people of 
Israel, and it was to them that the good news of peace was brought 
by Jesus Christ - but Jesus Christ is Lord of all men. You must have 

heard about the recent happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of 
Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after John had been 
preaching baptism. God had anointed him with the Holy Spirit and 
with power, and because God was with him, Jesus went about doing 
good and curing all who had fallen into the power of the devil.’  
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! The heavens opened 
and the Father’s voice resounded: “This is my Son, the 
Beloved. Listen to Him.” Alleluia!  
 
The Gospel: The Baptism of Jesus  
Matthew 3:13-17  
Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John. John 
tried to dissuade him. ‘It is I who need baptism from you,’ he said, 
‘and yet you come to me!’ But Jesus replied, ‘Leave it like this for 
the time being; it is fitting that we should, in this way, do all that 
righteousness demands.’ At this, John gave in to him. As soon as 
Jesus was baptised he came up from the water, and suddenly the 
heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and coming down on him. And a voice spoke from heaven, 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on him.’  

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0JZQb4YxMN
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(Continued from Pg 1) Finally, Pope Benedict XVI, in his Letter to 
the Archdiocese of Munich, 8 February 2022, said: "Quite soon, I 
shall find myself before the final judge of my life. Even though, as I 
look back on my long life, I can have a great reason for fear and 
trembling, I am nonetheless of good cheer, for I trust firmly that the 
Lord is not only the just judge, but also the friend and brother who 
himself has already suffered for my shortcomings, and is thus also 
my advocate, my 'Paraclete.' In light of the hour of judgement, the 
grace of being a Christian becomes all the more clear to me. It 
grants me knowledge, and indeed friendship, with the judge of my 
life, and thus allows me to pass confidently through the dark door 
of death."                                                                                                                             

By Fr. Uchenna Odenigbo 

The Baptism of the Lord 

The account of the baptism of Jesus in Mark, the earliest gospel, is 
also the simplest. In Mark the Voice from heaven is addressed to 
Jesus himself, and there is no sign that others heard it; it is an 
experience of Jesus: ‘You are my Son’. In Matthew the Voice is 
addressed to the bystanders: ‘This is my Son’. This makes the 
private revelation into a public scene, a declaration that Jesus’ 
work is about to begin. In the same way our baptism is a public 
scene, a declaration that we are committed to Christ in his Church 
– even if we don’t remember it! Matthew also records the little 
dialogue of John’s unwillingness to baptise Jesus. Why should 
Jesus enter into the community of repentance which John was 
forming? He was no sinner! However, it was a gesture that Jesus 
was entering fully into the condition of all humanity. He shared fully 
in human nature, the nature of a humanity which had fallen even 
though he himself was sinless. At the outset of his ministry Jesus 
must reveal the fullness of his humanity, for only so could he 
redeem the fallen human race. Jesus is not merely passive, for he 
himself joins with John in making the positive step: ‘We must do all 
that righteousness demands’.  
A quick review: what difference has baptism made to my life? 

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 
© Copyright 2023 The Wednesday Word Trust 

 
Into the waters of the Jordan Jesus descended, as he had 
descended from heaven. He came down to earth and would later 
descend to the underworld. He entered fully into the depths of the 
river, into the depths of humanity, and then he heard the words of 
the Father: “This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on him”. 
A big moment for Jesus, a moment when he knew God was with 
him, that he was loved and was on the path of God. Moments like 
those when we knew we were loved by God: on a mountain walk, a 

stroll by the sea, a time of prayer, a conversation with a friend. 
Times when we have plunged into the depths and discovered the 
love of God in illness or bereavement. Then we have discovered 
something not always seen or heard, a faith born from the depths 
of our human experience: that we are sons and daughters of God. 
In entering human life fully we find the presence of the Divine, for 
all that is human is created by God, and in human love, 
compassion, endurance and care, we find God's dwelling-place, 
and we know our home is with him. 

What’s On in the Parish 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - The Sacrament of Reconciliation is 

now available in all of our Churches. We can celebrate 

Reconciliation at Our Blessed Lady Immaculate on Saturday 

mornings, at St John Boste on Friday mornings, and at Our Lady 

Queen of Peace on Thursday mornings – all after 10.00am 

Mass. Also at St Bede’s after Mass on Wednesday at 6pm. Thank 

you to our parishioners who are present in our Churches for the 

celebration of Reconciliation.     

Adoration of the  Blessed Sacrament - Our Lady Queen of 

Peace Church will be open on  Friday  afternoons, 2 pm to 3 pm for 

quiet prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. All are welcome. 

Christ Child Gifts - The collection of Christ Child Gifts at Our Lady 

Queen of Peace was tremendous. A special thank you to all 

parishioners and support staff who made it successful. Your help 

and support is very much appreciated.  

Water Aid - Again, due to your generosity, £1,000 has been raised 

for Water Aid. This will save many lives and provide clean water for 

families and countless children. Thank you. 

Credit Union Training - For those who would like to help with the 

re-launch of the Credit Union we will be holding training on Friday 

13th January at St John Boste Church after 10am Mass. If you 

have not volunteered yet but are still curious you can join us with 

no obligation. If you have any questions please call Tony Joy 

07799 893419. 

In Aid of Wateraid - Starting Monday  9th January, St Bedes 

Parish Hall, 1pm – 3pm – Bingo Tea and Coffee. All Welcome 

OLOF - Please note, the club will resume on the 10th January  at 

1pm in the Emmaus Room, at Our Lady’s in the Village! All most 

welcome!  

Other News  

A Diocesan Requiem Mass for Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI will 

be celebrated at St Mary’s Cathedral on Monday 9 January at 

12.05pm. Bishop Séamus will preside at this Mass and all Clergy, 

Religious and Laity of the diocese are welcome to attend. Clergy 

intending to concelebrate/assist are asked to arrive no later than 

11.30am with alb and diocesan vestment. 

Exploring the Mind of St Bede - There's an exhibition on St Bede 

at Durham Cathedral running until 26 February 2023. Lots of the 

manuscripts & early books are on view. There's a charge of £7.50 

but under 16s go free. For more information just follow:  

https://www.durhamcathedral.co.uk/events/mind-of-bede-exhibition 

 

  

Masses are live-streamed daily at 10am everyday, except 
Monday when Mass is live-streamed at 7pm 

Please click the link https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw to 
view  from one of our Churches.  

In addition, we live-stream Mass from St Joseph’s, Birtley on:   
Tuesday at 7pm; Thursday at 12 Noon; Saturday at 5pm. 

To access live streaming from St Joseph’s Birtley, please click the 

link https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley. 

Happy New Year 
Frs Jim, Uchenna, Vincent and Martin; Deacons Frank, Tony and 
Peter would like to wish you all a very safe and holy New Year. 
We would also like to thank everyone for their kind wishes, cards 

and gifts given over the Christmas period.  God Bless! 

https://www.durhamcathedral.co.uk/events/mind-of-bede-exhibition
https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley
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Catholic Social Teaching have their own monthly newsletter bringing a variety of 
information from its members of how CST has helped them and examples of CST in action 

around the Diocese. You can read or download the latest issue (Dec  2022) now. 

Calling all parish musicians - The DCMA are currently planning their programme for 2023 – 
2024 and would find it helpful to have an overview of music ministries across the Diocese, 
their capabilities and how they may have been impacted by the pandemic. If you are involved 
in the music ministry within your parish, it would be appreciated if you could take a few 

minutes to complete this questionnaire by 31 January 2023. 

Diocesan Vacancies - The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following permanent 

vacancy: Cleaner, St Cuthbert, Chester le Street - 6 hours per week. Closing date for applications: 

12 January.  Please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full details or contact us on 0191 243 3301 

The Joy of the Gospel - “Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty 
idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive 
nature.”. Evangelii Gaudium, the Joy of the Gospel, looks at the new evangelisation for the 
transmission of the faith and has chapters on the following subjects: The Church’s Missionary 
Transformation; The Crisis of Communal Commitment; The Proclamation of the Gospel; The 

Social Dimension of Evangelization; Spirit-Filled Evangelizers. Read More 

Justice & Peace - January takes its name from Janus, the Roman god of beginnings and 
endings. As we come to the end of 2022 and begin a new year, it is a good time to look back 
and reflect on what the Justice and Peace Refugee Project has been able to achieve 
because of your help and support over the last year. Over the year from January up to the 
end of November, the Project was able to: 

• Distribute over 11,886 bags of food and toiletries – with a value of £67,335. 

• Provide over £21,000 of monthly supermarket vouchers to those who are most in need. 

• Directly support an average of 442 clients each month, with large numbers of clients and 
their children being supported by the SVP clothing bank. 
This could not have happened without the generous contributions of food and finance from 
parishes, individuals and schools and the support of our team of dedicated volunteers. If you 
wish to read more just click here. Thank you to you all! 
Synodal Church - As we continue on our journey as a synodal Church, we invite and 
welcome your response to the Continental Stage of the Synod synthesis, you can access 
it here. The Diocese will be feeding back to the Bishops of England and Wales with our 
response and we would very much like this to represent the views of yourselves in our 
parishes. The synod email address is the best avenue to do this: synod@diocesehn.org.uk. 

Read more. 

Diocesan Courses - The Diocesan Liturgy team’s courses for formation and Days of 
Reflection is available for the beginning of 2023. There is the opportunity to register for: 
Tuesday 31 January 2023 - Formation for New Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
(Day 2 on 7 February and Day 3 on 11 February). 
Monday 13 February 2023 - Formation for New Sacristans. 
Tuesday 28 February 2023 - Formation for New Liturgical Leaders of Celebrations of the 
Word and Holy Communion (Day 2 on 7 March and Day 3 on 14 March). 
Further information and booking details will be available early this month on the Liturgy and 
Prayer webpage. 
Centre for Catholic Studies – ISHWRA Seminar - Wednesday 18 January, 2.00pm, an 
online talk via Zoom.  
‘Rejection, Perseverance, Resistance, and Faith: Four Brief Narratives of Catholic 
Women’s Religious Orders in the United States’, Elizabethada Wright (University of 
Minnesota Duluth) All are welcome! Please register at eventbrite.com and the Zoom link will 
be sent to you. 
Catholic Theology Research Seminar Thursday 19 January, 5.00pm - 6.30pm, an online 
talk via Zoom.  
‘Doing THE WORK: Anti-Racism and the Catholic Church’, Dr Tia Noelle Pratt (Villanova 
University) 
All are welcome! Please register at eventbrite.com and the Zoom link will be sent to you. 
CCS Book Launch Tuesday 24 January, 5.30pm, online via Zoom.  ‘Receptive Ecumenism 
as Transformative Ecclesial Learning’ with Prof. Paul D. Murray (CCS, Durham 
University), Dr Greg Ryan (CCS, Durham University), Prof Linda Hogan (Trinity College 
Dublin). and Dr Gabrielle Thomas (Candler School of Theology, Emory). All are welcome! 
Please register at eventbrite.com and the Zoom link will be sent to you. 

Reflections  

Diocesan Weekly reflections can be 

found by clicking here.  

Examen - Please follow the links to 
go to Pray as You Go: Saturday Examen   
The Baptism of the Lord  
 

Prayers - If you would like to request 
prayers from the parish community for 
someone who is sick, or recently 
deceased, please click on the links below 
and complete the necessary forms. This 
will enable their names to be included in 

private prayer and during various Masses.  

For Prayers for the Sick   

For Prayers for the Deceased  

or ring 0191 4163583   

Finance - Standing Order forms and 
Gift Aid forms are available by clicking on 

the following links:  

For St John XXIII        For St Joseph’s  

or ring 0191 4163583.  

Sick and Recently 

Deceased - To view the sick and 

recently deceased list please click here.   

Parish Newsletter If you have 

any comments you wish to make about the 

Parish Newsletter, please click here. 

For the latest information, 

please go to any of the following 

Websites: 

Parish of St John XXIII  

Parish of St Joseph’s   

Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle  

All the Links you will ever 

need! 

Please click here or Scan the 

QR Code with your mobile 

phone to go to a site containing 

All the Links You’ll Ever Need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To post a notice on this 
Newsletter, please click here 

https://diocesehn.org.uk/services/caritas/justice-peace/#cst
https://bit.ly/DCMA_Survey
http://www.diocesehn.org.uk
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https://pray-as-you-go.org/player/2023-01-07
https://pray-as-you-go.org/player/2023-01-08
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