
Links to the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum    

In EYFS, art and design begins with exploration. Children explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. Children return to and build 

on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them. They create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. For example, to 

develop children’s colour-mixing techniques to enable them to match the colours they see and want to represent, EYFS staff provide children with step-by-step guidance 

when appropriate. 
 

Subject: Art                                  Year group: 1  

Autumn  Spring  Summer  

1  2  1  2  1  2  

Overview  Overview  Overview  Overview  Overview  Overview  

The main context for learning is linked to science where children will be learning about 

seasons. Autumnal Nature will be the main stimulus for the artwork produced.  
 

 

By the end of the unit, pupils will have learned new techniques (mark 

making) and developed existing skills. They will have produced observed drawings and 

pictures made from what they have found.  

 

  

The main context for learning in this unit is 

linked to humanities and English. Pupils will 

have watched videos about space and 

rockets when learning about the first moon 

landing. They will have looked at the 

stylised illustrations of their English text, 

Man on the Moon. Learning also builds on 

work done in Reception using colour and 

materials to collage.   
  
This unit will allow them to use their 

imaginations to explore artists’ work 

and produce their own depictions of 

space. Pupils will learn to use mixed media 

to create an effect.  
  
At the end of the unit, the pupils will be 

familiar with the work of Peter Thorpe and 

the abstract artist Jackson Pollock. They will 

have used a variety of media and techniques 

to produce a space themed image which 

they can evaluate.  

  The main context for learning is linked to 

the science topic Plants and RE. In Reception 

class, the pupils drew sunflowers from 

observation to create simple paintings. 

Building on from that, they will be taught 

how to observe plants more closely and 

create them using. 

 

Pupils will create simple three-dimensional 

shapes and structures using familiar 

materials, children develop skills in 

manipulating paper and card. They fold, roll 

and scrunch materials to make their own 

plant sculptures. 

  
Through this unit, pupils will develop paper 

shaping skills and will then work 

collaboratively to create a ‘tree of life’.  

 

They will practise using sponges and brushes 

for painting large areas, then finishing and 

decorating the class sculpture. 

  

Learning Breakdown  Learning Breakdown  Learning Breakdown  Learning Breakdown  Learning Breakdown  Learning Breakdown  
Skills: Drawing  

Artist: Bridget Riley 

  
Explore their own ideas using a range of media. 
 

To use a range of drawing materials such as pencils, chalk, charcoal, pastels, felt tips and 

pens.  
 

To develop observational skills to look closely and reflect surface texture through mark-

making.  
 

To explore mark making using a range of tools; being able to create a diverse and 

purposeful range of marks through experimentation building skills and vocabulary. 
 

To describe similarities and differences between practices in Art and design, eg between 

painting and sculpture, and link these to their own work. 
 

To describe and compare features of their own and other’s art work. 

Skills: Painting, colour, collage  
Artist: Peter Thorpe: Space artist  
  
To explore the art of Peter Thorpe. Think 

about how his pictures make you feel and 

what you think of.   
  
To draw rockets in his style. Develop your 

own designs for a rocket.  
  
To examine the backgrounds of Thorpe’s 

paintings and explore how to 

recreate them using different techniques.  
  
To look at the work of Jackson 

Pollock. Experiment making a background 

influenced by his work.  
  
To produce a final background. Use different 

things to make marks.    
(Pens, chalks, crayons, oil pastels.)   
  

  Skill: Sculpture and 3D: Paper play 

Artists: 

Samantha Stephenson Louise 

Bourgeois 

 

To use their hands to manipulate a range of 

modelling materials, including paper and 

card..  
 

To explore how to join and fix materials in 

place.  

 

To create 3D forms to make things from 

their imagination or recreate things they 

have seen. 

 



To create a collaged rocket and attach to 

the background to produce a 3D 

image/ diorama.  
  
To evaluate work.  

  

 

     Subject: Art                          Year group: 2      

Autumn   Spring   Summer   

1   2   1  2  1   2   

Overview   Overview   Overview   Overview  Overview   Overview   

 The main context for learning is 

linked to science as pupils will be 

furthering their knowledge of animals 

including humans. Links can also be 

made to English as the children will be 

looking at Tales from different 

cultures with a focus on Africa. 

   

This builds on prior knowledge from 

Year 1 Science topics.  They will also 

use their Year 1 experience of 

studying an artist and their subject. 

(Edward Tingatinga, Leo Baxendale & 

Roy Lichtenstein). 

   

Through this unit, children will create 

sculpture, pop art and learn how to 

draw facial features to portray 

different emotions, all through the 

topic of comic superheroes, inspired 

by the work of Roy Lichtenstein.  

 

By the end of this unit, the children 

will use what they have learnt to 

create work inspired by Edawrd 

Tingatinga to link to our topic of 

Africa. 

   

They will have developed their skills in 

drawing, pattern, and printing. They 

will also be able to evaluate their 

work and make improvements.    

 The main context for learning is to allow 

children time to explore the formal 

elements of art: pattern, texture and tone; 

children will create printed patterns using 

everyday objects; take rubbings using 

different media and learn how to make 

their drawings three dimensional. 

 

This will build on their prior learning of 

their first art unit and link to the artists 

children have already looked at.  

 

Through the unit children will use 

different techniques and media to create 

pattern, tone and texture. 

 

By the end of this unit children should feel 

confident to use formal elements of art to 

create their own artwork inspired by Max 

Ernest and be imaginative to create their 

own pieces of art. 

 

They will have developed their skills in 

drawing, pattern, and printing. They will 

also be able to evaluate their work and 

make improvements.      

 

 

     The main context for learning is for 

children to have time to explore the use 

of pottery and ceramics. The children will 

learn how to create pattern and clay. 

Most importantly children will learn to 

draw and create for fun. 

  

In this unit of work children will learn and 

develop their skills in; design, drawing, 

craft, painting and art appreciation; 

replicating the recognisable crockery of 

Clarice Cliff, exploring tone through 

shading, developing their skills in weaving 

and the manipulation of clay, 

experimenting with brush strokes. 

 

At the end of this unit, pupils will be 

familiar with the work of female artists 

Nancy McCroskey and Clarice Cliff and 

will have created art pieces inspired by 

their work. They will have learned skills in 

observation, drawing, painting, weaving 

and manipulation of clay. 

  

They will also be able to evaluate their 

work and make improvements.        

     



Learning Breakdown   Learning Breakdown          Learning breakdown    Learning breakdown  Learning Breakdown   Learning Breakdown   

Skills: Sculpture and mixed 

media.  

Artists: Roy Lichtenstein, Leo 

Baxendale & Edward Tingatinga 

   

 To use a range of materials creatively 

to design and make products.  

 

 To develop a wide range of art and 

design techniques in using colour, 

pattern, texture, line, shape, form and 

space. 

 

To use drawing, painting and sculpture 

to develop and share their ideas, 

experiences and imagination. 

 

To be taught about the work of a 

range of artists, craft makers and 

designers, describing the differences 

and similarities between different 

practices and disciplines, and making 

links to their own work. 

 Skills: Formal Elements of Art  

Artists: Max Ernest & Ed Ruscha  

 

To use drawing, painting and sculpture to 

develop and share their ideas, experiences 

and imagination.  

 

 To develop a wide range of art and design 

techniques in using line, shape, form and 

space.  

 

To be taught about the work of a range of 

artists, craft makers and designers, 

describing the differences and similarities 

between different practices and disciplines, 

and making links to their own work. 

 

To use a range of materials creatively to 

design and make products. 

 

 

    Skills: Art and Design Skills  

Artists: Clarice Cliff & Nancy 

McCroskey  

   

 To use drawing, painting and sculpture to 

develop and share their ideas, 

experiences and imagination.  

 

To develop a wide range of art and design 

techniques in using line, shape, form and 

space. 

 

Be taught about the work of a range of 

artists, craft makers and designers, 

describing the differences and similarities 

between different practices and 

disciplines, and making links to their own 

work. 

 

To develop a wide range of art and design 

techniques in using colour, pattern, 

texture, line, shape, form and space. 

     

 

 

 

Subject: Art                          Year group: 3  

Autumn   Spring Summer  

1  2   1 

  

                  2 1  2  

Overview  Overview  Overview    Overview Overview  Overview  

 The main context for learning is our topic of 

the Stone Age and is linked to English and 

history.  

 

 The main context for learning is our topic of 

Stone Age in History, Rocks in Science and 

Stone Age Boy in English.  

 

The main context for learning is our topic of 

the Romans and is linked to English and 

history. In history, the pupils will have learned 

how mosaics are integral to Roman culture.   

 
 

The main context for learning is our topic 

of Sikhism in RE and our core text of The 

Guru Inside Me Says in English. It will also 

link to the Geographical Skills unit in 

Geography. 

 

By the end of this unit, pupils will have a 

greater understanding of Pointillism and 



In geography, pupils will have studied the ancient 

cave paintings in various locations around the 

world. This unit of work will build on that 

knowledge. 

 

By the end of this unit, children will be able to 

plan then select the appropriate materials to 

proficiently create artworks inspired by cave 

paintings. They will also have used their sketch 

books to record their observations and used 

them to review and revisit ideas  

This unit builds on prior learning from Year 2, 

with the pupils’ work with clay in the Clarice 

Cliff & Nancy McCroskey unit. 

 

By the end of this unit, pupils will create  

fossils using clay and plaster of Paris. They  

will also have created jewellery and props  

for a fossil excavation activity. 

  

 By the end of this unit, children will have a 

greater understanding of historical art and 

have used it as inspiration for their own art. 

They will also understand the legacy of Roman 

culture. 

 
 

 

will have created a landscape and a 

portrait of Guru Nanak Dev in that style. 

Learning Breakdown  Learning Breakdown           Learning Breakdown  

  

  Learning Breakdown Learning Breakdown  Learning Breakdown  

Skills: Drawing, painting  

  

Cave Paintings   

  

To research cave paintings (Altamira, Spain and 

Creswell Crags, UK) identifying common 

themes. Focus on colour.  

  

To plan a sketch for a cave painting. Consider 

themes. What would be recorded by people 

today?  

  

To use different tools to draw (sticks, pencils, 

chalk, paint, mud, flowers etc.)   

  

To select appropriate colours and tools, 

demonstrating blending colour wherever 

necessary.   

  

To create a textured base on which to create a 

cave painting, using cereals, spices and other 

materials. 

  

To evaluate the finished artwork for full 

evaluation in art and design sketch books.  

 Skills: Sculpture, using clay 

 

Making Fossils 

 

To research Mary Anning and the fossils that 

she discovered. 

 

To accurately draw a fossil, using pencil, to 

show the carefully drawn lines in formation. 

 

To create a mould fossil using clay and turn it 

into a functional piece of jewellery. 

 

To create a cast mould using clay and plaster 

of Paris. 

 

To use tools to make careful indents in clay, 

applying the right amount of pressure and 

creating a design. 

 

To evaluate the finished artwork, commenting 

upon what worked and what could be 

improved. 

 

  

Skills: Mosaic, drawing  

  

Artist: Antoni Gaudi  

  

To research and investigate Roman Mosaics.   

  

To look at the work of Antoni Gaudi and his 

contemporary use of mosaics.  

  

To plan and design own mosaic patterns based 

on the Roman style or Gaudi’s style. 

Experiment with shape and colour.  

  

To decide on a final design for a mosaic tile.  

  

Create tile using cut up pieces of paper. If 

available, use real mosaic tiles.  

  

To evaluate the finished artwork, commenting 

upon what worked and what could be 

improved. 

 

    Skills: Drawing, painting  

 

Artist: George Seurat 

 

To research the work of George Seurat 

and other artists who use Pointillism. 

 

To create a rainbow using the Pointillism 

technique. 

 

To create a Pointillism inspired landscape. 

 

To design a portrait of Guru Nanak Dev. 

 

To evaluate the finished artwork. 

 

 

 

Subject: Art                    Year group: 4  

Autumn  Spring  Summer  

1  2  1  2  1  2  

Overview  Overview  Overview  Overview  Overview  Overview  

 This unit explores two of the formal 

elements of art: texture and pattern; pupils 

develop a range of mark-making techniques, 

make and use their own textured stamps for 

     

This unit links to the History topic of Anglo 

Saxons and also future learning on St 

Cuthbert and Lindisfarne. Children will 

   This unit develops children’s ability to 

analyse, unpick and understand works of art, 

using inference to suggest what different 

subjects may be thinking or feeling and 

   



printing; draw a ‘flip’ pattern and recreate a 

famous and ancient geometric pattern.  

  

investigate the History of Illuminated letters 

before designing their own letters 

predicting what might be happening in a 

scene and could happen next.  

 

They also have the opportunity to create 

their own photo collages and abstract art 

inspired by the work explored.   

Learning Breakdown  Learning Breakdown  Learning Breakdown  Learning Breakdown  Learning Breakdown  Learning Breakdown  
Texture – Charcoal mark making 

 After experimenting with the different 

marks that charcoal can make, children are 

challenged to represent the meaning of a 

given list of words and phrases, in an 

abstract way. 

 

Texture and Pattern – printing 

Children imprint texture and pattern into a 

piece of playdough using a selection of clay 

tools and everyday objects, then create 

prints from their blocks by applying ink to 

the surface and placing a piece of paper on 

top. 

 

 

Pattern 1 – stamp printing 

Drawing around geometric shapes onto 

polystyrene foam and securing to a cork or 

lego brick, children make a stamp to create 

repeating patterns, varying configurations 

and their use of colour. 

 

 

Pattern 2 – reflection and symmetry 

Children draw an image and then select a 

small section to trace into one square of a 

quadrant, they continue flipping and tracing 

into the next square of the quadrant until 

the 'flip pattern' is complete. 

 

 

Pattern 3 – flower of life 

Using a compass and following precise 

instructions, children make an image of 

overlapping and interconnected circles to 

recreate the sacred geometric symbol, 'the 

flower of life'.  

     

 History of Anglo Saxon Art 

To research a range of Anglo Saxon 

artefacts to identify style 

 

Illuminated Letters 

To design a letter in the style of the Anglo 

Saxon illuminated letters.  

 

Investigate Media 

To use paint in the design of an illuminated 

letter 

 

Investigate Media 

To use pastel in the design of an illuminated 

letter 

 

Lindisfarne Gospels 

To research the Lindisfarne Gospels 

 

Paint Making 

To use natural products to mix colours in 

the same style as the monks 

 
 David Hockney – My Parents 

To understand how to analyse a famous 

painting 

 

Paula Rego – The Dance 

To understand how to find meaning in a 

painting 

 

Edward Hopper – Tables for Ladies 

To view a painting from another perspective 

to understand the story 

 

Pieter Bruegel – Children's Games 

To develop analytical skills to respond to a 

painting 

 

Fiona Rae 

To apply interpretation skills to analyse and 

respond to an abstract painting 

 

Leonardo Da Vinci – The Last Supper 

To understand how artists use art to tell 

stories and evoke feelings  

   

 

Subject: Art                           Year group: 5  

Autumn  Spring  Summer  

1  2  1  2  1  2  

Overview  Overview  Overview  Overview  Overview  Overview  

 Art & Design Skills: 

Drawing 
  

 
Egyptian Art: Painting 

and Modelling  
 

 
 

Famous Artists: Every Picture Tells a Story  

 



 During this unit, pupils 
will further develop their 

technical drawing skills. 
They will create 
sketchbooks to record 

their observations and 
use them to revisit and 
review ideas. Children 
will use the artist Paul 

Klee’s belief that ‘drawing 
is simply a line going for a 
walk’ to become 

proficient in drawing and 
sketching. They will 
progress to drawing a 

portrait of themselves 

using one continuous line, 
and they will create a 

collage that includes 
sketching skills as their 
final piece of art.  

 

Pupils will use their learning 

from the History unit to 

create a range of Egyptian 

art pieces using different 

forms. Pupils will develop 

their painting skills through 

painting portraits of 

Egyptian pharaohs using 

papyrus paper and colours 

that were available in those 

times. They will also show 

their knowledge of 

hieroglyphics by creating a 

clay cartouche with their 

name on (as well as other 

small Egyptian-inspired 

sculptures),   

Pupils will improve their 

mastery of art and design 

techniques using batik and 

ink to create realistic 

paintings, as well as clay to 

create sculptures, and they 

will evaluate their artwork, 

suggesting ideas for 

improvements.  

 

   

Pupils will be inspired by famous artists such as Banksy, Andy Warhol, John Singer Sargent and Magdalene 
Odundo during this unit of study, to learn about the stories and messages hidden behind works of art.  

 
Pupils will become more proficient in art and design techniques, and they will improve their mastery of creating 
art using different materials (e.g. paint, ink, pencil and charcoal) when creating their own pieces which convey 

messages they would like to spread. 
 

Learning 
Breakdown  

 
Learning 

Breakdown  

  
Learning Breakdown   

Art & Design Skills: 
Drawing 
 
To use a sketchbook to 
record ideas and plan a 
work of art. 
 
To develop pencil control 
by extending a line 
outwards to draw the 
pattern of a chosen 
material, adding any 
tones they can see.  
 
To draw a self-portrait 
using one continuous 
line, then to use creativity 
when considering adding 
techniques to write 
poetry over the lines to 
‘picture the poet’  
 
To use collage to develop 
drawing skills by 
sketching basic lines of 
sweet/chocolate 

 
Egyptian Art: Painting 

and Modelling 

 

To analyse ancient Egyptian 

art, commenting on the 

style and colour used, and 

to express an opinion about 

pieces of artwork. 

 

To mould clay to create a 

cartouche and to carve 

hieroglyphics to display your 

name 

 

To use light pencil control 

to sketch a design of an 

Egyptian pharaoh.  

 

To mix primary colours to 

create new colours and to 

use white and black paint to 

create different shades of a 

colour. To experiment with 

different brush sizes when 

painting a portrait of a 

pharaoh.  

 

To experiment with 

charcoal to create different 

effects, and to use this to 

create a paper batik using 

Indian ink. 

 
 

Famous Artists: Every Picture Tells a Story 

 

To discuss and interpret the message Banksy was really trying to convey in his Clacton Pigeon Mural. To use their understanding 

of British Values to adapt the artwork to change the message being conveyed.  

 

To create a Rorschach-inspired print by using different materials to move ink across the page to create a desired effect, becoming 

more technically adept throughout the process. 

 

To describe how people throughout history have used visual symbols to create meaningful messages and to create a modern 

example using emojis.  

 

To use The Front Line by John Singer Sargent as inspiration for photography, and to comment on how artwork can make people 

feel. 

 

To develop ideas for 3D work through drawing and visualisation in 2D. 

 



wrappers which have 
been creatively arranged, 
then to add detail and 
shading. 

 

To evaluate own and 

other’s artwork. 

 

Subject: Art        Year group  6  

Autumn  Spring  Summer  

1  2  1  2  1  2  

Overview  Overview  Overview  Overview  Overview  Overview  

 
 

Make my voice heard: the art of 

Picasso and Kollwitz 
  
Exploring art with a message, in this 
unit children will look at the famous 

‘Guernica’ by Picasso and the 
confronting works of Käthe Kollwitz 
and through the mediums of graffiti, 

drawing, painting and sculpture, they 
will create their own artworks that 
speak to the viewer and convey 
emotion. 

 
Still Life: Making Memories 
  
In this unit, children will revisit still life 
skills acquired in previous year 
groups, creating a variety of pieces 

influenced by different artists and 
using a range of mediums. They use 
charcoal, erasers and paint to depict 

their chosen composition of special 
objects before using them to 
construct a memory box to showcase 
their work. 

 

Learning Breakdown  Learning Breakdown  Learning Breakdown  Learning Breakdown  Learning Breakdown  

 
 

Make my voice heard: the art of 
Picasso and Kollwitz 
  
To develop techniques, including 

control and use of materials, with 
creativity and experimentation in the 
context of graffiti art. 
  
To improve mastery of art and design 
techniques in the context of drawing 
and portraiture.  
  
To understand that the work of Käthe 

Kollwitz is based on difficult 

experiences. 
  
To use the work of Käthe Kollwitz as 

inspiration for their own portrait of a 
face which shows emotional 
expression. 
  
To learn about some of the symbolism 

used in Picasso’s ‘Guernica’ and to plan 
and create a drawn composition in the 
same style by using symbols in artwork 

 
Still Life: Making Memories 
  
To learn the subtle art of composition 
by selecting a group of objects 

meaningful to them, and then using a 
sketchbook to make observations and 
preparatory drawings. 
  
To draw inspiration from the artist, 
Camargo and improve their mastery 
of art and design techniques, drawing 
in an abstract style with charcoal. 
  
To develop understanding of what 

constitutes a negative image and to 
pick out areas of light and shadow in 

their artwork. 
  
To study still life paintings by Cezanne 
and then apply the same techniques 
to bring colour to their artwork with 

a range of tints and hues achieved by 
paint mixing. 

  
To learn how to showcase and display 

work, creating a box featuring graphic 

 



to convey a message and using tones of 

black, grey and white to create effect. 
  
To use paint to produce a carefully 
finished piece of art in the style of 
Picasso’s Guernica, using masking tape 

to create a straight line and maintaining 
balance in their composition. 

representations of the memories 

evoked, understanding that art can 

convey emotion.  

 


