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 Second Sunday of Advent,  

3rd-4th December 2022, Year A 
Saturday  

3rd December 
St Joseph 5pm Dennis Duffy 

St Bede 5pm Kieron Cushlow (Deceased Anniversary) 

Sunday  

4th December 

2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

St John Boste 9.30am John Carr 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am George O'Hare RIP 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Janet Fawcett 

Parishes of St John XXIII & St Joseph, Birtley 
Incorporating: Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington;  

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw; St Bede, Usworth;  

St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph, Birtley 

Administrator: Audrey Huntley 0191 4163583  sj23office01@gmail.com 

In the Partnership of Benedict 

Fr Jim O’Keefe       0191 416 3805 

Fr Uchenna Odenigbo 0191 416 3583 

Fr Martin Wheaton   0770 996 1040 

Fr Vincent Waiga   0191 416 3583 

Deacon Frank O’Neill    0779 115 5845 

Deacon Peter Lavery  0730 505 9297 

Deacon Tony Joy    0779 989 3419  

We hear today about John the Baptist being the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophesy, ‘A voice cries in the wilderness: prepare a way for the Lord, make his 

paths straight.’ John lived simply in the wilderness from where he preached his message of repentance and a new beginning following baptism. 

Somehow from his isolation from the world, his teaching spread throughout Judaea and he prepared many people for the coming of the Messiah. 

We to are called to be voices crying in the wilderness in our time today. Our wilderness is the commercialised, secular society, especially at this time 

of the year. Our voice needs to be a one of welcome, inviting people into our faith. We can prepare a way to the Lord through our example of how we 

live our lives, and by telling others the joys of our Christian Faith. Advent is a great time to invite friends and relatives to join us in the preparation for 

the birth of the child Jesus. Each year, at the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses we see many people who may be joining us for the first time 

or who may be with us only once each year at Christmas. Let’s all make a special effort this year to invite someone to come along over the Christmas 

season or to be welcoming to any strangers we see at church this festive season.    

We are also reminded that we are Baptised with the Holy Spirit and fire. Again, Isaiah tells us the gifts we receive from the Holy Spirit to help us make 

the way of the Lord straight. Isaiah speaks of the Spirit, which we in turn receive at our Baptism and Confirmation, and so have: 

The spirit of wisdom and insight – which may help us recognise when someone needs our help or is receptive to hearing about our faith. 

The spirit of council and power – where the Holy Spirit helps us find the right words to say and the courage to say them. 

The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord – we all have knowledge of our Christian faith and some understanding of the awesomeness 

of God. 

We should give no verdict on hearsay - nor spread gossip. 

 We should judge the wretched with integrity - and be sensitive to those with mental and other health issues. 

 We treat the poor equitably - and promote the fair distribution of the world’s resources to all nations. 

We are called to follow in the footsteps of John the Baptist, but we are also equipped through Baptism and Confirmation to be a voice who cries in the 

wilderness to prepare a way for the Lord. 

mailto:sj23office01@gmail.com
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Mass Times & Intentions  -  Week Beginning Monday 5th December 2022 

Day Church Time Intention 

Monday 5th December Our Lady Queen of Peace 7pm People of the Parish 

Tuesday 6th December 

St Nicholas 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Repose of the Soul of Joan McCabe  

St Joseph 7pm Holy Souls 

Wednesday 7th December 

St Ambrose  
St Bede 10am 

Deceased members of the Legion of 

Mary  

St John Boste 7pm The Sick of the Parish 

Thursday 8th December 

The Immaculate Conception 

of the BVM  

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am  

St Joseph 12 noon Sr Cecile Bernadette (Sophie Taylor)  

Friday 9th December 

St Juan Diego 

St John Boste 10am Holy Souls 

St Joseph 10am Raymond Dornan  

Saturday 10th December 
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am 

Tommy Robinson & Deceased 
Members of the Clark Family  

St Joseph 5pm People of the Parish  Our Lady of Loreto & St 

John Robert 
St Bede 5pm Colin Heslop (Recently Deceased)  

Sunday 11th December  

3rd Sunday of Advent 

St John Boste 9:30am Syd and Peter McElhenny  

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Teresa Curran  

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Norah and Owen Haggen  

First Reading: A Shoot from the Stock of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1-10) 
 A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a scion thrusts from his roots: on 
him the spirit of the Lord rests, a spirit of wisdom and insight, a spirit of 
counsel and power, a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. The fear 
of the Lord is his breath. He does not judge by appearances, he gives no 
verdict on hearsay, but judges the wretched with integrity, and with equity 
gives a verdict for the poor of the land. His word is a rod that strikes the 
ruthless; his sentences bring death to the wicked. Integrity is the loincloth 
round his waist, faithfulness the belt about his hips. The wolf lives with the 
lamb, the panther lies down with the kid, calf and lion cub feed together with a 
little boy to lead them. The cow and the bear make friends, their young lie 
down together. The lion eats straw like the ox. The infant plays over the 
cobra’s hole; into the viper’s lair the young child puts his hand. They do no 
hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain, for the country is filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters swell the sea. That day, the root of 
Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples. It will be sought out by the 
nations and its home will be glorious.  
 
Response to the Psalm: In His days justice shall flourish and peace till 
the moon fails.  
 
Second Reading: The Generosity of Christ (Romans 15:4-9)  
Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was meant to teach us 
something about hope from the examples scripture gives of how people who 
did not give up were helped by God. And may he who helps us when we 
refuse to give up, help you all to be tolerant with each other, following the 
example of Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice you may give glory 
to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It can only be to God’s glory, 
then, for you to treat each other in the same friendly way as Christ treated 
you. The reason Christ became the servant of circumcised Jews was not only 

so that God could faithfully carry out the promises made to the patriarchs, it 
was also to get the pagans to give glory to God for his mercy, as scripture 
says in one place: For this I shall praise you among the pagans and sing your 
name.  
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! Prepare a way for the Lord, Make 
his paths straight, and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia!  
 
The Gospel: John The Baptist’s Call to Repentance (Matthew 3:1-12)  
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the wilderness of 
Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
close at hand.’ This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: 
“A voice cries in the wilderness: prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths 
straight.” This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather 
belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then 
Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way to 
him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed 
their sins. But when he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming 
for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the 
retribution that is coming? But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate 
fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our 
father,” because, I tell you, God can raise children for Abraham from these 
stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that any tree 
which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the fire. I 
baptise you in water for repentance, but the one who follows me is more 
powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his 
threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in 
a fire that will never go out.’  

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0JZQb4YxMN
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John The Baptist’s Call to Repentance 

‘Repentance’ seems an unattractive word. It conjures up images of 

morose brooding over past sins and failures, a negative idea. This 

is not what John the Baptist proclaimed. His message was wholly 

positive. In Hebrew and Greek the concept of ‘repentance’ is about 

a change of behaviour, a change of direction. John is calling on his 

listeners to change their ways, to change their scale of values, their 

whole direction of life. To reinforce his message he wears the 

clothes worn by Elijah, the prophet whom Jewish tradition taught 

was to return to announce the final coming of the Lord. John 

proclaims his message in the desert, that apocalyptic landscape of 

the arid and bare Jordan Valley, below sea-level, where merchants 

would be crossing the Jordan on the road to the East. So John 

makes a deliberate claim to be this final prophet and to be 

preparing a way for the Lord. We see Jesus as the Messiah, the 

loving Saviour, but John was not at this point proclaiming this 

Jesus. He was proclaiming the threatening and imminent arrival of 

the sovereignty of God, when rotten trees would be cut down and 

evil swept away to be burnt in unquenchable fire. If we are to be 

open to the arrival of the Kingship of God, we may need to look to 

our own scale of values. Is my scale of values compatible with 

those of the Kingship of God? How far do they coincide? 

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 
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 What’s On in the Parish 

Christ Child Gifts – Our Lady Queen of Peace annual collection of 
Christ Child Gifts is on Sunday 4 December. Please label the gift 
BOY/GIRL/AGE or family. Gifts can be left in the Church porch at 
Mass times, Sunday 10am, Monday 7pm and Thursday 10am. 
These gifts are a lifeline for the poor families. We know we can rely 

on your generosity again.  

Sacrament of Reconciliation  - From Wednesday 23 November 
at 6pm - 7pm at St Bede’s (depending on volunteers being 
available to put on the heating and open up!) one of the priests in 
our parish will be available for the celebration of Reconciliation 

(‘Confession’ in old money) for anyone would like to celebrate. 

Credit Union - We are going to re-launch the Credit Union in our 
Parish in the new year. The Credit Union experts will visit us at St 
John Boste on Monday 5 December at 5pm  to talk about the NE 
First Credit. We have three objectives. (i) to update those who are 
already members and answer any questions, (ii) to encourage 
volunteers to help run the credit union in our parish, (iii) to 
encourage new members to join the Credit Union. All welcome, 
please come along. If you have any questions or would like to 
volunteer to help run it, please call Deacon Tony Joy on 07799 

893419. 

St Robert’s Christmas Coffee Morning - The student leadership 
team from St Robert’s would like to invite parishioners to come and 
join them for a Christmas Coffee Morning on Monday 19 December 

from 9.30am – 11am. Students will provide a warm space, live 
festive music, seasonal treats and there will be a raffle and a game 
of bingo. There is no charge for the coffee morning, but any 
proceeds raised will go to CAFOD and the Washington Community 
Food Project. The buses that stop near school are the numbers 2A, 
4 and 8. If you would like to join us for our coffee morning, please 
could you register your interest no later than Monday 12 December 
by emailing amckenna@str.bwcet.com or by ringing 0191 7161700 
and ask to speak to the Chaplain, Anne Marie McKenna. We look 

forward to welcoming you at St Robert’s. 

St John Boste Christmas Memorial Candles - Envelopes are 
now available in the porch for your Christmas Memorial Candle 
dedications. The envelopes need to be returned before 11 

December. 

Adoration of the  Blessed Sacrament - at Our Lady Queen of 

Peace Church will not take place on 16 or 23 December. 

House Mass - Fr Uchenna will celebrate holy mass on Wednesday 
14 December at 2pm in Gillwood Court. You are welcome to join 

the residents in this celebration. 

Christmas Music Concert - Cancelled. Chester-le-Street Civic 
Choir, Tuesday 6 December at Our Blessed Lady Immaculate is 

cancelled. 

St Robert's Carol Service - St Robert's Catholic School, in 
collaboration with the parish of St John XXIII and St John Boste 
Primary School, would like to invite you to their Carol Service which 
takes place at 6.30pm on Thursday 15 December at St John Boste 

Church. All are welcome.  

St Bede’s - Remember your loved ones this Christmas. Tags for 

the Christmas  tree are now available,  all proceeds to Wateraid, 

Christmas cheer for the homeless - In recent years the parish of 
St John XXlll has supported the nuns in Newcastle to provide 
homeless people in the area with gifts at Christmas. This year they 
would appreciate donations of some Christmas cheer (biscuits, 
chocolates etc.) as well as toiletry items. If you feel you can 
contribute this year please leave any items at St John Boste church 
at any of the Mass times. Alternatively you can contact Liz Joy on 

07917322890. Donations in by 18 December please. 

Monument View Churches Together - Please join us on Tuesday 
13 December at 5:30pm outside Trinity Methodist Church Shiney 
Row for Christmas carols led by the Salvation Army and the nativity 
story told and acted by our local children. Refreshments available 

in Trinity Church Hall.  

The Partnership Reconciliation Service  will be held on 20 

December at 7pm at St John Boste church. 

Masses are live-streamed daily at 10am everyday, except 
Monday when Mass is live-streamed at 7pm 

Please click the link https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw to 
view  from one of our Churches.  

In addition, we live-stream Mass from St Joseph’s, Birtley on:   
Tuesday at 6.45pm; Thursday at 12 Noon; Saturday at 5pm. 

To access live streaming from St Joseph’s Birtley, please click the 

link https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley. 

https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley
mailto:amckenna@str.bwcet.com
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Other News  

Diocesan Courses and Events - New dates have been announced for Liturgy courses for 
formation and Days of Reflection in the Autumn. The following courses are available: 
North East Catholic History Society Lecture – 7  December 2022 – To View click here 
Interfaith Prayer Vigil - 4 December 2022 
A monthly prayer vigil has been held outside the barrier to the DIRC for the last year. The 
purpose is to pray for the women who are detained there, to stand in solidarity with them and 
to witness by our presence that their detention is inhumane, unjust and incompatible with our 
faith, which calls us to recognise the unique dignity of each person. All are welcome to come 
along to a short prayer service which incorporates a time of silence. The postcode for the 
Centre on Corbridge Road, Medomsley is DH8 6QY. If you are unable to join in person, 
please join in prayer from home at 3pm. For more information, email Liz  
Archibald: lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com. 
Refugee Project Justice and Peace SVP in Byker - The project runs to support asylum 
seekers and refugees here in Tyne and Wear who are destitute. It supports people with food 
and clothing for those who are seeking asylum in the UK. The following food provision would 
be particularly welcome: rice (dried), sugar, flour, tinned tomatoes, tinned chickpeas, tinned 

tuna, coffee, Christmas sweets and chocolate. 

Catholic Social Teaching have their own monthly newsletter bringing a variety of 
information from its members of how CST has helped them and examples of CST in action 

around the Diocese. You can read or download the latest issue (Nov  2022) now. 

CAFOD World Gifts - World Gifts are a range of virtual charity gifts that will delight the 
people you give them to and help transform the lives of families living in poverty. Ideal for 
individual presents or why not come together as a Parish, School or Community and 

fundraise during Advent to see what gift you can give at Christmas: CAFOD World Gifts 

Would you like someone to talk to? Trained listeners are available who can offer a 
confidential listening service to anyone.  We are fortunate to have three people trained in this 
Parish or you can request someone from a different parish if you prefer.  This could include 
issues such as loss, anxiety, loneliness or other matters of concern.  An initial phone call can 
be made with the option of meeting one to one or continuing on the telephone. Please 

contact 07384 853672, leaving your name and contact details and a listener will get in touch. 

‘Being listened to and heard is one of the greatest desires of the human heart.’ 

The Universe Catholic Weekly is true to its mission of being ‘a light to guide the world, and 
a mirror to reflect it’ keeping Catholics informed about their faith, and bringing them ever 
closer to God. In order to keep our high standard going and maintain a strong weekly 
Catholic voice at a time when it is much needed in the world, please consider taking out a 
subscription. We have an excellent website full of trustworthy articles and an online shop with 
all subscribers receiving a 10% discount. Order your Digital four weeks FREE introductory 
offer by calling Michelle on 0743 661 7650 or 

email: michelle.jones@universecatholicweekly.co.uk. 

Seasonal Reflections - As we journey towards the season of Advent in preparation for the 
birth of Christ, the Vicariate for Faith & Mission has produced a booked of Advent reflections. 
Written by members of the Diocesan Clergy, Religious and Laity, we hope that the reflections 
will be provide a moment of daily quiet in a busy world. Visit the Seasonal 

Reflections webpage from the beginning of Advent. 

The Diocesan Church Music Association (DCMA) - The DCMA has a new webpage. 
Please click here to find out about the team behind our Diocesan Church Music Association 
and the services and resources available to support many aspects of church music across 
the Diocese. 
Calling all parish musicians - The DCMA are currently planning their programme for 2023 – 
2024 and would find it helpful to have an overview of music ministries across the Diocese, 
their capabilities and how they may have been impacted by the pandemic. If you are involved 
in the music ministry within your parish, it would be appreciated if you could take a few 

minutes to complete this questionnaire by 31 January 2023. 

Pope's Worldwide Prayer Network - Each month the Holy Father will have a main prayer 
intention for people to use as part of their daily prayer, and he will also announce an ‘urgent 
intention’ for people’s prayer. A short video based on the main intention published each 
month and known as 'The Pope Video'. These videos can be viewed through our YouTube 

Channel Playlist, visit now and watch this month's intention. 

Reflections  

Diocesan Weekly reflections can be 

found by clicking here.  

Examen - Please follow the links to 
go to Pray as You Go: Saturday Examen   
2nd Sunday in Advent  
 

Prayers - If you would like to request 
prayers from the parish community for 
someone who is sick, or recently 
deceased, please click on the links below 
and complete the necessary forms. This 
will enable their names to be included in 

private prayer and during various Masses.  

For Prayers for the Sick   

For Prayers for the Deceased  

or ring 0191 4163583   

Finance - Standing Order forms and 
Gift Aid forms are available by clicking on 

the following links:  

For St John XXIII        For St Joseph’s  

or ring 0191 4163583.  

Sick and Recently 

Deceased - To view the sick and 

recently deceased list please click here.   

Parish Newsletter If you have 

any comments you wish to make about the 

Parish Newsletter, please click here. 

For the latest information, 

please go to any of the following 

Websites: 

Parish of St John XXIII  

Parish of St Joseph’s   

Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle  

All the Links you will ever 

need! 

Please click here or Scan the 

QR Code with your mobile 

phone to go to a site containing 

All the Links You’ll Ever Need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To post a notice on this 
Newsletter, please click here 
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