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 The Nativity of Our Lord, 24 - 25 December 2022, Year A 

Mary, Mother of God, 31st December/1st January 2023, Year A 

Saturday  

24 December 

Christmas Eve 

 

St Bede 5pm Margaret Walker (Recently Deceased) 

St Joseph 5pm Brian & Susan Towns 

St John Boste 7pm John Frazer 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 8pm The Homeless & Lonely 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 8pm Ann Smith 

Sunday  

25 December 

Christmas Day 

 

St Bede 8.30am Those in Need 

St John Boste 9.30am Holy Souls 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Our Parish Family 

St Joseph 10am Harriet & John Hogan 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Sick People of the Parish 

Parishes of St John XXIII & St Joseph, Birtley 
Incorporating: Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington;  

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw; St Bede, Usworth;  

St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph, Birtley 

Administrator: Audrey Huntley 0191 4163583  sj23office01@gmail.com  

In the Partnership of Benedict  

Fr Jim O’Keefe                  0191 416 3805 

Fr Uchenna Odenigbo 0191 416 3583 

Fr Martin Wheaton         0737 736 7189 

Fr Vincent Waiga         0191 416 3583 

Deacon Frank O’Neill        0779 115 5845 

Deacon Peter Lavery  0730 505 9297 

Deacon Tony Joy          0779 989 3419  

What can you say about Christmas that hasn’t already been said? 

For the last 2,000 years, Christians have celebrated Christmas – the annual festival commemorating the birth of Jesus the Christ, the 
Messiah foretold by prophets and angels who would ‘make salvation possible for the whole human race’ (Titus 2:11). The mystery of the 
Incarnation is so important that we celebrate it every year. Even the secular world recognises the importance of the festive season – 
people who don’t believe in God will    happily join in singing Christmas carols, supermarkets and department stores spend thousands of 
pounds each year to produce TV adverts which will tug at our heart strings (and our purse strings) and live in our memory well into the 

new year. 

We may try to dress up Christmas differently each year, but the truth is that the message of Christmas remains the same as it  has been 
since God first became human in the person of Jesus. The gospel story of Joseph and his betrothed travelling to Bethlehem to be 
registered for the census; Mary giving birth to Jesus en-route, wrapping him in swaddling clothes and laying him in a manger; the angel 
appearing to the shepherds with news of great joy, and so on – we have been re-telling the same story year after year. It’s a story that is 

very familiar to all of us because we’ve heard it over and over again since we were children. 

So why do we keep telling the same story? Wouldn’t it be good to have a change? And, anyway, what could we possibly say about 

Christmas that hasn’t already been said? 

It strikes me that, even though the story remains the same, there is something different each year at Christmas time: WE ARE! We are not 
the same people we were last year or the year before that. Life’s journey for each of us over the last 12 months will have had its highs and 
lows, its joys and sorrows and we are shaped by our life experience so that the person hearing the Christmas message in 2022 in a sense 

is hearing it for the first time. The story may be the same but the person hearing it is different. 

So, if this Christmas finds you at a high point in your life, or if it finds you at a low ebb, or maybe for most – somewhere in the middle, may 
the message of Christmas speak to you deeply of God’s extraordinary love for you and may you have a sense God’s nearness every 

moment of every day. Have a blessed Christmas!                                                                                                         Deacon Frank O’Neill 

mailto:sj23office01@gmail.com
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Mass Times & Intentions  -  Week Beginning Monday 26th December 2022 

Day Church Time Intention 

Monday 26th December 

St Stephen 
Our Lady Queen of Peace 7pm Deceased Hall & Lyons Families 

Tuesday 27th December 

St John 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am John Barker 

St Joseph 7pm Holy Souls 

Wednesday 28th December 

The Holy Innocents 

St Bede 10am Victor Fonde (Wellbeing) 

St John Boste 7pm The Homeless at Christmas 

Thursday 29th December 

St Thomas a Becket 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am John & Theresa McIntyre 

St Joseph 12 noon Ron Fryer 

Friday 30th December 

The Holy Family 

St John Boste 10am Our Parish Family 

St Joseph 10am Holy Souls 

Saturday 31st December Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Robert Dodds 

St Joseph 5pm People of the Parish St Sylvester I 

St Bede 5pm Joan Barrett (Deceased) 

Sunday 1st January 2023 

Mary, Mother of God 

St John Boste 9.30am Syd & Peter McElheny 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Those in Need 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Pat Naughton 

Mass Times & Intentions  -  Week Beginning Monday 2nd January 2023 

Day Church Time Intention 

Monday 2nd January  

St Basil the Great 
Our Lady Queen of Peace 7pm Geoff Storey 

Tuesday 3rd January  

Most Holy Name of Jesus 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Naughton and Gilfellon Families  

St Joseph 7pm Zillah Richardson 

Wednesday 4th January  

 

St Bede 10am Margaret Walker (Deceased) 

St John Boste 7pm Holy Souls 

Thursday 5th January  

 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am SVP Members Past and Present 

St Joseph 12 noon For Peace in the World 

Friday 6th January  

Epiphany 
St John Boste 10am 

Deceased Roberts, Readman and 

Bell families  

St Joseph 10am Our Parish Family 

St Bede 7pm The Homeless & Lonely 

Saturday 7th January  Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Gerard McCabe R.I.P. 

St Joseph 5pm Lyra Hall St Raymond of Penafort 

St Bede 5pm People of the Parish 

Sunday 8th January  

Baptism of the Lord 

St John Boste 9.30am George & Elizabeth Donkin 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Teresa Curran R.I.P. 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am 
Catherine and David Kelly and Paul 

Bottoms  

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0JZQb4YxMN
https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0JZQb4YxMN
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Readings for Christmas  
First Reading: The Heir of David  
Isaiah 9:1-7  
The people that walked in darkness has seen a great light; on 
those who live in a land of deep shadow a light has shone. You 
have made their gladness greater, you have made their joy 
increase; they rejoice in your presence as men rejoice at harvest 
time, as men are happy when they are dividing the spoils. For the 
yoke that was weighing on him, the bar across his shoulders, the 
rod of his oppressor, these you break as on the day of Midian. For 
all the footgear of battle, every cloak rolled in blood, is burnt and 
consumed by fire. For there is a child born for us, a son given to us 
and dominion is laid on his shoulders; and this is the name they 
give him: Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God, Eternal-Father, Prince-
of-Peace. Wide is his dominion in a peace that has no end, for the 
throne of David and for his royal power, which he establishes and 
makes secure in justice and integrity. From this time onwards and 
for ever, the jealous love of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

Response to the Psalm:  
Today a saviour has been born to us; he is Christ the Lord. 
 

Second Reading: The Appearing of the Saviour  
Titus 2:11-14  
God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made salvation possible 
for the whole human race and taught us that what we have to do is 
to give up everything that does not lead to God, and all our worldly 
ambitions; we must be self-restrained and live good and religious 
lives here in this present world, while we are waiting in hope for the 
blessing which will come with the Appearing of the glory of our 
great God and saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in 
order to set us free from all wickedness and to purify a people so 
that it could be his very own and would have no ambition except to 
do good 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia! I bring you news of 
great joy; today a saviour has been born to us, Christ the 
Lord. Alleluia. 
 

The Gospel: The Birth of Jesus Luke 2.1-14  
Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole world 
to be taken. This census - the first - took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria, and everyone went to his own town to be 
registered. So Joseph set out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 
and travelled up to Judaea, to the town of David called Bethlehem, 
since he was of David’s House and line, in order to be registered 
together with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While they 
were there the time came for her to have her child, and she gave 
birth to a son, her first-born. She wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger because there was no room for 
them at the inn. In the countryside close by there were shepherds 
who lived in the fields and took it in turns to watch their flocks 
during the night. The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the 
glory of the Lord shone round them. They were terrified, but the 
angel said, ‘Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great joy, 
a joy to be shared by the whole people. Today in the town of David 

a saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. And here is a 
sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and 
lying in a manger.’ And suddenly with the angel there was a great 
throng of the heavenly host, praising God and singing: ‘Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and peace to men who enjoy his 
favour’. 

Readings for Mary, Mother of God 

First Reading: The Blessing of God 

Numbers: 6, 22-27 

The Lord spoke to Moses and said, ‘Say this to Aaron and his 
sons: “This is how you are to bless the sons of Israel. You shall say 
to them: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord let his 
face shine on you and be gracious to you. May the Lord uncover 
his face to you and bring you peace.” This is how they are to call 

down my name on the sons of Israel, and I will bless them.’ 

Response to the Psalm: O God, be gracious and bless us. 

Second Reading: Mother of God 

Galatians: 4, 4-7 

When the appointed time came, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born a subject of the Law, to redeem the subjects of the 
Law and to enable us to be adopted as sons. The proof that you 
are sons is that God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts: 
the Spirit that cries, ‘Abba, Father’, and it is this that makes you a 
son, you are not a slave any more; and if God has made you son, 

then he has made you heir. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia! At various times in the 
past and in various different ways, God spoke to our 
ancestors through the prophets; but in our own time, the last 

days, he has spoken to us through his Son. Alleluia. 

The Gospel: The Child in the Cattle-Trough 

Luke: 2, 16-21 

The shepherds hurried away and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby lying in the manger. When they saw the child they repeated 
what they had been told about him, and everyone who heard it was 
astonished at what the shepherds had to say. As for Mary, she 
treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart. And the 
shepherds went back glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen; it was exactly as they had been told.  

When the eighth day came and the child was to be circumcised, 
they gave him the name Jesus, the name the angel had given him 

before his conception. 

Masses are live-streamed daily at 10am everyday, except 
Monday when Mass is live-streamed at 7pm 

Please click the link https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw to 
view  from one of our Churches.  

In addition, we live-stream Mass from St Joseph’s, Birtley on:   
Tuesday at 7pm; Thursday at 12 Noon; Saturday at 5pm. 

To access live streaming from St Joseph’s Birtley, please click the 

link https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley. 

Christmas Wishes 

Fr’s Jim, Uchenna, Vincent and Martin; Deacons Frank, Tony and Peter would like to thank everyone 

for their kind wishes, cards and gifts given over the Christmas period.  

We wish you all a very happy and blessed Christmas, and a safe and 

holy New Year. 

https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley
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The Birth of Jesus - The Gospel reminds us that the real point of Christmas is the birth of 
Jesus, God’s gift to the world. Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus stresses especially the 
poverty of the family: Christ comes to the poor and is greeted by the poor. Mary and Joseph 
are displaced persons, and can find no decent place for the baby to be born. There is no 
space in the living-quarters and he has to be put in a feeding-trough among the animals. He 
is greeted not by the rich presents of the magnificent wise men from the East, but by 
impoverished hired shepherds, guarding flocks in the winter night. He is born to be the patron 
of the homeless and of displaced persons. But Jesus is also the fulfilment of the hopes of the 
Old Testament. The families both of John the Baptist and of Jesus are eminently faithful to 
the prescriptions of the Law, waiting for the salvation promised to Israel. In the Temple Jesus 
will be greeted by Simeon and Anna, the representatives of fidelity to the Old Law. The birth 
of Jesus at Bethlehem shows that he is born as the heir to the promises to David, that God 
would build David a house of everlasting sovereignty, whose king would be the Son of God 

and would call God his Father. What does the Christmas story tell us about Jesus?  

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 
© Copyright 2022 The Wednesday Word Trust 

Parish Newsletter - This will be the last edition until Sunday 8th January 2023. 

Good News is always welcome, but sometimes we do not realise that it is good news.  A 
defeat in sport can be just the thing needed to kick-start a campaign but is seen at the time 
only as a defeat.  A failure in one exam can be the catalyst to a much improved performance 
later, but at the time is seen only as a failure.  A humble birth in a stable can be seen as the 
start of a life of poverty and an ordinary, unremarkable beginning to a journey, but for Jesus it 
was the opposite as he brought the riches of salvation to a hungry world.  As we celebrate his 
birthday we pray that people will recognise what has been handed on to us by the 

evangelists, the bearers of glad tidings - the beginning of the greatest journey ever. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - Just a reminder that we are now celebrating the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation in all of our 4 Churches in the parish of St John XXIII.    If you want to 
celebrate at St Bede’s, our only evening opportunity, is between 6.00 and 7.00pm on a 
Wednesday evening; would you mind coming into the Church by the side door, the one 
around the corner on the left from the main door. I hope this isn’t an inconvenience as it is for 
‘health and safety’ reasons, and if there is only one door to keep an eye on, it makes life so 

much easier.  It also makes it much easier for them regarding keys for the Church... 

Just in case you hadn’t heard... We can celebrate Reconciliation after 10.00am mass at Our 
Lady’s at the Village on Saturday mornings, at St John Boste on Friday mornings, and at Our 
Lady Queen of Peace on Thursday mornings – all after 10.00am mass. Thank you to our 
parishioners who are present in our Churches for the celebration of  
Reconciliation.  Especially those who attend St Bede’s from 6.00 – 7.00 on a Wednesday 
evening.   At this time of the year, it might even be warmer in Church than it is in their 

homes!  Many thanks to all.   

Thank You from St. Robert’s - The school community of St Robert's would like to thank all 
parishioners from the parish of St John XXIII and St Michael's who came along to our Carol 
Service and Christmas Coffee Morning. Both events were very well attended and we are very 
grateful to everyone who supported these two very special occasions and we look forward to 
welcoming you all again in the future. Have a happy and holy Christmas from everyone at St 

Robert's. 

CAFOD - Thank you for your incredible support throughout the year, I look forward to making 
more of an impact alongside you in 2023. The church relies on people getting involved. Our 
church, our world needs you. Could your New Year’s resolution be getting more involved in 
the life of our church? What aspects of church brings you life or joy? Could you give a bit of 
time to help those parts flourish? CAFOD are looking for people to give some time and join 
them in their mission. Could you help in your parish, bringing people together to help build a 
better world or by visiting local schools? Or raise a voice and campaign for justice or perhaps 
speak for CAFOD throughout the diocese? Could you support local volunteers or share your 
office skills to help CAFOD keep costs low? Training and support is provided. 
See cafod.org.uk/Volunteer for more information or get in touch with 

mmaughan@cafod.org.uk  

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and all the best this New Year! 

Catholic Social Teaching have their own monthly newsletter bringing a variety of 
information from its members of how CST has helped them and examples of CST in action 

around the Diocese. You can read or download the latest issue (Dec  2022) now. 

Reflections  

Diocesan Weekly reflections can be 

found by clicking here.  

Examen - Please follow the links to 
go to Pray as You Go: Saturday Examen   
Christmas Day  
 

Prayers - If you would like to request 
prayers from the parish community for 
someone who is sick, or recently 
deceased, please click on the links below 
and complete the necessary forms. This 
will enable their names to be included in 

private prayer and during various Masses.  

For Prayers for the Sick   

For Prayers for the Deceased  

or ring 0191 4163583   

Finance - Standing Order forms and 
Gift Aid forms are available by clicking on 

the following links:  

For St John XXIII        For St Joseph’s  

or ring 0191 4163583.  

Sick and Recently 

Deceased - To view the sick and 

recently deceased list please click here.   

Parish Newsletter If you have 

any comments you wish to make about the 

Parish Newsletter, please click here. 

For the latest information, 

please go to any of the following 

Websites: 

Parish of St John XXIII  

Parish of St Joseph’s   

Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle  

All the Links you will ever 

need! 

Please click here or Scan the 

QR Code with your mobile 

phone to go to a site containing 

All the Links You’ll Ever Need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To post a notice on this 
Newsletter, please click here 

https://cafod.org.uk/Volunteer
https://diocesehn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/CSTNewsletterDec2022.pdf
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/
https://pray-as-you-go.org/player/2022-12-24
https://pray-as-you-go.org/player/2022-12-25
https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/afyRYBHHR8
https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/QEabOaHslS
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nLt97ZhfuydGN9VFmTH9G2nRL3SmwR_o/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xt5s8cqeGbeM7qQPUfnz-vkeyJzmPOTg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w-kNpYKYjGmkI6NeKMwGym4JUeptRc0H/view?usp=sharing
mailto:stjohn23bulletin@gmail.com
https://www.washingtoncatholic.org.uk/
http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d6X-d5ymsrFS4neMdcFgf01caiql7M6S/view?usp=sharing
mailto:stjohn23bulletin@gmail.com
mailto:stjohn23bulletin@gmail.com

