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 Third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday,  

10th-11th December 2022, Year A 
Saturday  

10th December 

Our Lady of Loreto 

& St John Robert 

St Joseph 5pm People of the Parish  

St Bede 5pm Colin Heslop (Recently Deceased)  

Sunday  

11th December  

3rd Sunday of 

Advent 

St John Boste 9.30am Syd and Peter McElhenny  

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Teresa Curran  

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Norah and Owen Haggen  

Parishes of St John XXIII & St Joseph, Birtley 
Incorporating: Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington;  

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw; St Bede, Usworth;  

St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph, Birtley 

Administrator: Audrey Huntley 0191 4163583  sj23office01@gmail.com  

In the Partnership of Benedict  

Fr Jim O’Keefe                  0191 416 3805 

Fr Uchenna Odenigbo 0191 416 3583 

Fr Martin Wheaton         0770 996 1040 

Fr Vincent Waiga         0191 416 3583 

Deacon Frank O’Neill        0779 115 5845 

Deacon Peter Lavery  0730 505 9297 

Deacon Tony Joy          0779 989 3419  

Are You the One? 
A couple of Fridays ago I suggested to the lads who gather for Mass in St Cuthbert’s chapel in Durham prison that they are the real 
experts in waiting – what we’re all doing during Advent. We’re waiting to celebrate the birth of Jesus in a couple of week’s time, waiting to 
welcome Jesus in whoever we meet today, and having half an eye on the coming of Jesus at the end of time. If the lads in Durham are on 
remand, they’re waiting to be sentenced, if they’re already sentenced, they’re waiting for the end of it. I didn’t get a sense that they were 
very impressed by the idea. 
 
Today’s Gospel begins in the dark depths of a dungeon.  John the Baptiser is in 
prison for denouncing Herod who had divorced his own wife and married his 
brother’s wife. I imagine John was wondering if his life had been worthwhile. He had 
preached the coming of the Messiah and he wasn’t sure if Jesus really was the 
Messiah or not, does he need to wait for another one to come along? He sends 
some of his disciples to ask Jesus if he is the One.  
 
Jesus doesn’t answer the question in words, he suggests to the followers of John 
that they look around and see that the blind are healed, the lame walk, the deaf 
hear and lepers are clean. I wonder if John was satisfied with the answer.  We don’t know, this kind of Messiah isn’t what he’d envisaged. 
John imagined a strict judge who would bring fiery judgement, a dispenser of wrath, someone who would sort out the Romans. He wasn’t 
expecting mercy, forgiveness and compassion.  John didn’t have to wait long before he would find out, he was beheaded before leaving 
prison, I wonder if he went to the fullness of life still not sure. He would know soon enough. 
 
I wonder if we really know? John asked questions of Jesus, we can too, during this season of Advent.  We can ask him how we now can 
imitate his simplicity of life, his commitment to the poor and excluded, his willingness to forgive and his closeness to his Father.  Perhaps 
those final words are the most important – can we find a few moments in our very busy or distracted days to stay sill and silent and listen.  

John may well have been still and silent in his prison cell – more likely a hole in the ground – we would do well to follow his example.   

Jim O’Keefe 

mailto:sj23office01@gmail.com
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Mass Times & Intentions  -  Week Beginning Monday 12th December 2022 

Day Church Time Intention 

Monday 12th December 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Our Lady Queen of Peace 7pm Cath Lyons, 80th Birthday 

Tuesday 13th December 

St Lucy 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Anne McDonagh 

St Joseph 7pm Holy Souls 

Wednesday 14th December 

St John of the Cross 

St Bede 10am Brian & Susan Towns (Deceased) 

St John Boste 7pm Sick People of the Parish 

Thursday 15th December 

 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Geoff Storey 

St Joseph 12 noon Brian & Susan Towns 

Friday 16th December 

 

St John Boste 10am 
Deceased Roberts, Readman and 

Bell families  

St Joseph 10am Frank McEnaney 

Saturday 17th December 
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am 

Patrick Larkin 

 St Joseph 11am Blue Christmas Service 

St Joseph 5pm Zillah Richardson  

St Bede 5pm 
Paul Monaghan and deceased 

Monaghan Family  

Sunday 18th December  

4th Sunday of Advent 

St John Boste 9:30am Clem & Keith Shannon 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Teresa Curran 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Margaret, Dennis & Karen Whalen 

First Reading: The Eyes of the Blind shall be Opened  
Isaiah 35:1-6. 10  
Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, let the wasteland rejoice 
and bloom, let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil, let it rejoice and 
sing for joy. The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it, the splendour of 
Carmel and Sharon; they shall see the glory of the Lord, the 
splendour of our God. Strengthen all weary hands, steady all 
trembling knees and say to all faint hearts, ‘Courage! Do not be 
afraid. Look your God is coming, vengeance is coming, the 
retribution of God; he is coming to save you.’ Then the eyes of the 
blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed, then the lame 
shall leap like a deer and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy, for 
those the Lord has ransomed shall return. They will come to Zion 
shouting for joy, everlasting joy on their faces; joy and gladness will 
go with them and sorrow and lament be ended.  
 
Response to the Psalm:  Come, Lord, and save us.  
 
Second Reading: Waiting for the Lord  
James 5:7-10  
Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of a farmer: how 
patiently he waits for the precious fruit of the ground until it has had 
the autumn rains and the spring rains! You too have to be patient; 
do not lose heart, because the Lord’s coming will be soon. Do not 
make complaints against one another, brothers, so as not to be 
brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is already to be seen 

waiting at the gates. For your example, brothers, in submitting with 
patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  
 
Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, Alleluia! The spirit of the Lord has been given to me. 
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor. Alleluia!  
 
The Gospel: Miracles of the Messiah  
Matthew 11:2-11  
John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent his 
disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we 
got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell 
John what you hear and see; the blind see again, and the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are 
raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and 
happy is the man who does not lose faith in me.’ As the messengers 
were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the people about John: ‘What 
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the 
breeze? No? Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine 
clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be found in 
palaces. Then what did you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and much more than a prophet: he is the one of whom scripture 
says: Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; he will 
prepare your way before you. I tell you solemnly, of all the children 
born of women, a greater than John the Baptist has never been 
seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’ 

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0JZQb4YxMN
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Miracles of the Messiah  

John the Baptist was expecting a Messiah of judgment, who would 
cut down the rotten tree and burn the useless chaff. When, in 
prison, he hears that Jesus is not doing this, he is puzzled and 
sends messengers to ask if Jesus is really the Messiah. Jesus 
sends back the message that he is fulfilling the prophet Isaiah – the 
passage which we hear about in today’s first reading. Jesus’ 
understanding was that healing, not punishment, was the task of 
the Messiah. He goes and seeks out those who need healing, both 
physically and spiritually. He does not wait for sinners to repent 
before gathering them into the kingdom; he makes the first 
advance. Then he turns to praising the Baptist. It is a fascinating 
point of speculation as to whether Jesus was himself once a 
disciple of John the Baptist. After all, John says he did not 
recognise Jesus until he saw the Spirit coming down on him. But 
he also says that Jesus, who came after him, has passed before 
him. This is a typical position of a rabbi, leading his disciples, and 
suggests that John had been Jesus’ rabbi, then became his 
disciple. Jesus was fully man, and even he needed to learn as all 
human beings do. John the Baptist did all he could to lead others to 
God. How, through our actions and attitudes, can we point 
others to God? How do our lives show that we are preparing 
for Christ’s second coming? 

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 
© Copyright 2022 The Wednesday Word Trust 

This day takes its common name from the Latin word Gaudete 
("Rejoice"), the first word of the entrance antiphon of today’s 
Mass, "Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. On 
Gaudete Sunday rose-coloured vestments may be worn 
instead of violet and Gaudete Sunday was also known as 
"Rose Sunday". On the advent wreath, the rose-coloured 
candle is lit in addition to two of the violet coloured candles, 
which represent the first two Sundays of Advent.  

 

What’s On in the Parish 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  - From Wednesday 23 November 
at 6pm - 7pm at St Bede’s (depending on volunteers being 
available to put on the heating and open up!) one of the priests in 
our parish will be available for the celebration of Reconciliation 

(‘Confession’ in old money) for anyone would like to celebrate. 

Monument View Churches Together - Please join us on Tuesday 
13 December at 5:30pm outside Trinity Methodist Church Shiney 
Row for Christmas carols led by the Salvation Army and the nativity 
story told and acted by our local children. Refreshments available 
in Trinity Church Hall.  
Adoration of the  Blessed Sacrament - at Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Church will not take place on 16 or 23 December. 
House Mass - Fr Uchenna will celebrate holy mass on Wednesday 
14 December at 2pm in Gillwood Court. You are welcome to join 
the residents in this celebration. 

St Robert's Carol Service - St Robert's Catholic School, in 
collaboration with the parish of St John XXIII and St John Boste 
Primary School, would like to invite you to their Carol Service which 
takes place at 6.30pm on Thursday 15 December at St John Boste 

Church. All are welcome.  

St Robert’s Christmas Coffee Morning - The student leadership 
team from St Robert’s would like to invite parishioners to come and 
join them for a Christmas Coffee Morning on Monday 19 December 
from 9.30am – 11am. Students will provide a warm space, live 
festive music, seasonal treats and there will be a raffle and a game 
of bingo. There is no charge for the coffee morning, but any 
proceeds raised will go to CAFOD and the Washington Community 
Food Project. The buses that stop near school are the numbers 2A, 
4 and 8. If you would like to join us for our coffee morning, please 
could you register your interest no later than Monday 12 
December by emailing amckenna@str.bwcet.com or by ringing 
0191 7161700 and ask to speak to the Chaplain, Anne Marie 

McKenna. We look forward to welcoming you at St Robert’s. 

The Partnership Reconciliation Service  will be held on 20 

December at 7pm at St John Boste church. 

Christmas Eve Mass at Our Lady Queen of Peace will begin with 

carols at 7.30 p.m. as usual.  

St Bede's Flower arrangers have asked for donations of 
greenery/evergreen foliage for their Christmas arrangements. 
Donations can be left at any Wednesday Mass at 10am or 
Saturday Mass at 5pm. The last date for donations is Wednesday 
21/12/22. Any monetary donations will also be gratefully accepted. 

Thankyou. 

St Bede’s - Remember your loved ones this Christmas. Tags for 

the Christmas  tree are now available,  all proceeds to Wateraid, 

Christmas cheer for the homeless - In recent years the parish of 

St John XXlll has supported the nuns in Newcastle to provide 

homeless people in the area with gifts at Christmas. This year they 

would appreciate donations of some Christmas cheer (biscuits, 

chocolates etc.) as well as toiletry items. If you feel you can 

contribute this year please leave any items at St John Boste church 

at any of the Mass times. Alternatively you can contact Liz Joy on 

07917322890. Donations in by 18 December please. 

Masses are live-streamed daily at 10am everyday, except 
Monday when Mass is live-streamed at 7pm 

Please click the link https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw to 
view  from one of our Churches.  

In addition, we live-stream Mass from St Joseph’s, Birtley on:   
Tuesday at 6.45pm; Thursday at 12 Noon; Saturday at 5pm. 

To access live streaming from St Joseph’s Birtley, please click the 

link https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley. 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 

 

SATURDAY 24th DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS EVE 

5.00pm St Bede Washington;   

5.00pm St Joseph Birtley (Carols from 4.30pm)  

7.00pm St John Boste Washington (Carols from 6.30pm)  

8.00pm Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington  

8.00pm Our Lady Queen of Peace Penshaw (Carols from 7.30pm) 

SUNDAY 25th DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS DAY  

8.30am St Bede Washington  

9.30am St John Boste  

10.00am St Joseph Birtley  

10.00am Our Lady Queen of Peace Penshaw  

11.00am Our Blessed Lady Immaculate Washington  

https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley


 

                                                            Charity Registration Number: 1143450                                                   Page 4 

Other News  

Caritas Hexham and Newcastle Fund invite applications for 'Warm Spaces' grant. This 
winter the Caritas Hexham and Newcastle Fund is in the position of being able to make some 
funding available for parishes that would like to set up, or have already established, a way of 
helping people with the cost of living crisis. This could be any number of ways such as 
opening a room as a 'warm space', establishing a food service, etc. We are able to offer small 
number of grants of up to £500 to help with any costs involved. If you would like to apply for 
this please request application form via admin.caritas@diocesehn.org.uk and return it by 
email or by post to Amy McDonagh, St Vincent’s Diocesan Office, St Cuthbert’s House, West 
Road, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE15 7PY. We will also provide some safeguarding advice 
along with the application form. 
Blue Christmas Liturgies - Christmas can be a difficult time for many people for all sorts of 
reasons; bereavement, unemployment, being far away from family and so on. A Blue 
Christmas liturgy offers a way of acknowledging that and hopefully, finding the hope that will 
help them to get through Christmas. These liturgies are available to use as an individual or a 
group. 
Stella Maris Christmas Carol Service - After a two-year absence due to the pandemic, 
Stella Maris will once again hold its popular Christmas Carol Service for Seafarers on 
Tuesday 13 December 2022. The service will take place at the coastal parish of St Edward in 
Whitley Bay at 7.00pm, with the church choir leading in the singing of carols. Children from 
the local Stella Maris School will also join in and help with the readings and sing a Carol or 
two. All are welcome, please come along. Please contact Stella Maris Northumberland, North 
and South Tyneside regional port chaplain Paul Atkinson for details and to confirm your 

attendance. Mobile: 07906 212426, Email: paul.atkinson@stellamarismail.org. 

Seasonal Reflections - The Vicariate for Faith & Mission have produced a series 
of reflections on the readings used throughout our Advent preparations. The reflections have 
been written by members of the Diocese and offer an opportunity to pause and reflect. The 
reflections for the third and fourth weeks of Advent can be downloaded from 
bit.ly/DHNAdvent2022 or by searching for #DHNAdvent2022 on Facebook.  
The Youth Ministry Trust are once again producing a series of daily reflections for Advent, 
with short videos for each day. These video reflections all be available via Facebook and 
the Wait-a-Minute it’s Advent 2022 YouTube playlist here. They are also we’re bringing the 
Wait-a-minute Podcast to Spotify! So now you can even just listen, whether on you’re driving 
to work, on daily commute or walking the dog. This year, the format is slightly different, they 
have a smaller group of special guests who we will journey with throughout the season. They 
are very pleased to include some familiar and new faces too! Please take a moment to 
include these videos as part of your day. 
Catholic Social Teaching have their own monthly newsletter bringing a variety of 
information from its members of how CST has helped them and examples of CST in action 
around the Diocese. You can read or download the latest issue (Dec  2022) now. 
CAFOD World Gifts - World Gifts are a range of virtual charity gifts that will delight the 
people you give them to and help transform the lives of families living in poverty. Ideal for 
individual presents or why not come together as a Parish, School or Community and 
fundraise during Advent to see what gift you can give at Christmas: CAFOD World Gifts 
Would you like someone to talk to? Trained listeners are available who can offer a 
confidential listening service to anyone.  We are fortunate to have three people trained in this 
Parish or you can request someone from a different parish if you prefer.  This could include 
issues such as loss, anxiety, loneliness or other matters of concern.  An initial phone call can 
be made with the option of meeting one to one or continuing on the telephone. Please 
contact 07384 853672, leaving your name and contact details and a listener will get in touch. 
‘Being listened to and heard is one of the greatest desires of the human heart.’ 
Calling all parish musicians - The DCMA are currently planning their programme for 2023 – 
2024 and would find it helpful to have an overview of music ministries across the Diocese, 
their capabilities and how they may have been impacted by the pandemic. If you are involved 
in the music ministry within your parish, it would be appreciated if you could take a few 
minutes to complete this questionnaire by 31 January 2023. 
Diocesan Vacancies - The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following permanent 

vacancies: 
Parish Secretary, St Cuthbert, Chester le Street – 16 hours per week 
Closing date for applications: 19 December 
Cleaner, St Cuthbert, North Shields - 3 hours per week 
Closing date for applications: 20 December  

Reflections  

Diocesan Weekly reflections can be 

found by clicking here.  

Examen - Please follow the links to 
go to Pray as You Go: Saturday Examen   
3rd Sunday in Advent  
 

Prayers - If you would like to request 
prayers from the parish community for 
someone who is sick, or recently 
deceased, please click on the links below 
and complete the necessary forms. This 
will enable their names to be included in 

private prayer and during various Masses.  

For Prayers for the Sick   

For Prayers for the Deceased  

or ring 0191 4163583   

Finance - Standing Order forms and 
Gift Aid forms are available by clicking on 

the following links:  

For St John XXIII        For St Joseph’s  

or ring 0191 4163583.  

Sick and Recently 

Deceased - To view the sick and 

recently deceased list please click here.   

Parish Newsletter If you have 

any comments you wish to make about the 

Parish Newsletter, please click here. 

For the latest information, 

please go to any of the following 

Websites: 

Parish of St John XXIII  

Parish of St Joseph’s   

Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle  

All the Links you will ever 

need! 

Please click here or Scan the 

QR Code with your mobile 

phone to go to a site containing 

All the Links You’ll Ever Need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To post a notice on this 
Newsletter, please click here 

mailto:admin.caritas@diocesehn.org.uk
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