
 
 
 

Reception Class- Knowledge Organiser- Autumn 2- Celebrations! 

Key books this half-term 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

PSED: fire safety, kindness and giving, being kind and 

being a good friend (anti-bullying week) 

EAD- fireworks patterns/paintings, moving to music like 

fireworks, Divali Rangoli patterns  

UtW- light and dark (shadows) -investigation area 

provocation, use of torches 

L-R- sequence events from Funnybones, Togetherness 

poem (whole class)  

L-W- writing Christmas lists, cards, letters to Santa 

Clause 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary and experiences from 
texts 

Key Story Vocabulary:  

Celebrate, Divali, Rangoli, light, dark, explode, 

sparkler, Catherine Wheel, bonfire, friendship, 

kind, share, help 

 

 

 

 

 
Celebrations/Linked Experiences 

- Role play bonfire scene 

- Sparkler safety 

- Visit from Firefighter 

- Making Divali Music 

- Children in Need  

- Birthdays/Advent 

- Posting a Christmas Card 

- Anti-bullying week  

 

 
 Songs/Rhymes  

 
• Happy Birthday 

• Nativity Songs 

• 12 Days of Christmas 

• It was on a Starry Night 

•  

 

 



 
 
 

Key Vocabulary(Topic) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Physical Development: Gross and Fine 

motor Skill 

Pencil control- Gross and fine motor movement using 

circles, arches and spirals 

.  

Playdough-Fine motor control using dough to practise 

two finger disco, piano fingers and pinching the dough 

into a pizza.  

 
PE with Mrs Pattison- 
 

Dance- Movement to Music/Celebrations 

Experiments with different ways of moving  

 

Expressive Arts and Design:  

Rangoli patterns, Funnybones collages, Christmas crafts, moving 

to Nativity songs with actions, learning Nativity performance 

Begins to build a collection of songs and dances.  

 

UtW-  

• light and dark 

• Understanding of celebrations from a variety of cultures  

• Family traditions within our class  

Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines 

Talks about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives 

of family members.  

 

 

 

PSED-  

 

- Ten Ten sessions 

- Fire Safety 

- Circle time/conflict 

resolution 

- Togetherness and 

friendship 

 

Developing particular 

friendships with other children 

which help them to 

understand different points of 

view and challenge their own 

and other’s thinking. 

Seeks ways to manage conflict 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Maths- Power Maths Autumn Term 2 

Number Addition and Subtraction – change within 5 

Children will learn how to find one more and one less than a 

number within 5 in the context of a first, then, now story structure. 

They will use pictures, objects and a five frame to show what is 

happening. 

Number bonds to 5 in the context of a part-whole model. This is the 

basis of understanding addition and subtraction. 

Space- This unit focuses on introducing and reinforcing positional 

language. Not only is this a maths skill, but it is a life skill. Spatial 

awareness supports all aspects of maths. Children will increase their 

vocabulary to allow them to begin reasoning by being able to 

describe and explain how and where. 

Key Vocabulary- one, two, three, four, five, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, none, 

zero h count, forwards, backwards, how many, first, then, now, one 

less, one more, order, fewer, take away, add, altogether number 

story, represent, five frame, group, parts, part-whole model, more 

than, less than, same, different, in, on, below, under, forwards, 

backwards, across 

 

 

Literacy: Reading  

Phonics- Rising Star-  

Developing Skills- 

Begins to segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together, knowing which 

letters represent some of them 

Starts to link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet 

 

Literacy: Writing: 

.  

Rising star daily phonics sessions- letter formation, segmenting and blending to spell  

Starts to develop phonic knowledge by linking sounds to letters, naming and sounding some 

of the letters of the alphabet, identifying letters and writing recognisable letters in sequence.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

  

: Baptism/Confirmation- Welcome 

What should I already know? 

Children will have experience of belonging to a family and to a 

class group in school. 

What will I learn? 

I will begin to talk about my own experiences and feelings of being 

welcomed. I will begin to say what I wonder about how they can 

make others feel welcome. I will begin to recognise some religious 

signs and symbols used in baptism. I will begin to use some 

religious words and phrases from the Rite of Baptism. 

 

Key Vocabulary  

Welcome Greeting someone in a polite or friendly 

way 

Welcomed How we make people feel when we 

welcome them 

Belong To be part of or a member of a group. 

School A building where we come together to 

learn. 

Class A group of children with teachers. 

Baptism A time where we are welcomed into God’s 

family and given a special name. 

baptise When a baptism takes place and water is 

poured onto the head of the person being 

welcomed into God’s family. 

Water A liquid that can be blessed to make it 

Holy. 

Candle A solid object made of wax which can be 

lit. The flame can represent Jesus being 

the light of the world. 

In the name of… Words we say at the start of a prayer. 

family People who we are related to. 

priest A man whose job it is to tell people about 

God and Jesus. 

White garment White clothes we wear when we are 

baptised. 

Godparents Adults that parents ask to do a special 

job to help raise a baby following God’s 

teachings. 

font A special container or bowl of Holy Water 

that is used when a person is baptised. 

 



 
 
 

 

:  EYFS: Advent/Christmas- Birthdays 

What will I know already 

Children will have the experience of celebrating birthdays at 

home 

What will I learn 

I will begin to talk about my own feelings as they wait for a 

birthday.  

I will begin to talk about my own experience of celebrating a 

birthday.  

I will begin to wonder at the joy of birthdays.  

I will begin to recognise the Nativity story. 

I will begin to recognise that the Advent Wreath, the crib and 

other signs indicate the approach of Christmas.  

I will begin to use and develop a vocabulary of religious words 

and phrases. 

 

 

Key Vocabulary  

Birthday A celebration to remember the day a 

person was born. 

Waiting An action of staying where you are or 

delaying an action until something 

happens. 

Wreath A circle of green leaves. 

Celebrate A gathering or activity to mark a special 

event. 

Christmas The celebration of when Jesus was born. 

Advent A season in the Church’s year where we 

are waiting the arrival of Jesus. 

Jesus God’s son. 

Mary Jesus’ Mummy, chosen by God. 

Joseph Mary’s husband 

Swaddling clothes A type of blanket or clothing that would 

be wrapped around a baby. 

Manger A long container, usually made of wood 

where horses of cattle (cows) would feed. 

Jesus was laid in a manger when he was 

born in a stable. 

Crib A traditional bed for a baby. 

Shepherds People whose job it is to look after flocks 

of sheep. 

Wise men Men who were very wise and studied the 

stars to help to tell them about special 

events. 

 


