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Area of Learning Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Possible 

Themes/Interests/Lines 

of Enquiry 

Marvellous Me Autumn 

Harvest 

My Family 

Myself 

Healthy Eating 

Staying safe at home and 

at school 

My feelings 

Birthdays 

Our World 

Autumn 

Halloween 

Bonfire Night 

Diwali Remembrance 

Day Environment/Our 

Planet 

Christmas/Father 

Christmas story 

Christmas around the 

world 

Winter 

Hibernation 

Animals in winter 

Arctic 

Weather 

Lunar New Year 

Water,ice 

Epiphany 

Light and Dark 

 

Growing 

Little Seed 

Pancake Day Easter 

Growing up – 

generations 

Planting/Gardening 

Spring 

Traditional Tales 

Living Eggs 

Lent 

World Book Day 

Life Cycles 

Frog/butterfly/plant life 

cycles 

Minibeasts 

Changes/colour/state 

Growth Summer Story 

writing 

 

Journeys 

Change/Transition 

Reflection 

Colour mixing 

Own story writing and 

retelling Poetry Past 

and Present 

Maps 

Holidays 

Books to Supplement 

Learning (Not limited to) 

These form a starting 

point. Teachers will also 

select from class books 

and follow children’s 

interests as well as access 

information books, poems 
and songs throughout the 

year. 

All about Families 

(Usborne) 

Leaf Man by Lois Elhert 

The Colour Monster by 

Anna Llenas 

Ruby’s Worry by Tom 

Percival 

The Worrysaurus by 
Rachel Bright 

 

Jack Frost 

Snow Ball 

Harvey Slufemburger’s 

Christmas Present 

Funnybones 

Cops and Robbers 

Christmas Story 

Rama and Sita 
 

 

Over and Under 

Animals in the Snow 

Chinese New Year 

When will it be 

Spring? 

Stick Man 

 

The Tiny Seed 

Jack and the Beanstalk 

The Diary of a Worm 

Tidy 

Tree, Seasons come 

Seasons Go 

Oliver’s Vegetables 

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 

From Tadpole to Frog 

From Caterpillar to 

Butterfly 

The Growing Story 

Betsy Buglove 

Monkey Puzzle 

The snail and the whale 

A Child of Books 

What the Ladybird 

Heard 

The Way Back Home 

Tiddler 

Atlas 

Bob, the Man on the 
Moon 

How to Catch a Star 

Poems Chop Chop (Harvest) 5 Little Pumpkins Snowflake, Snowflake   I went to the Shops 

Michael Rosen 

Additional Celebrations/ 

topics for exploration 

 Hannukah 

Road Safety 

Anti-Bullying Week 

Valentine’s Day 

Internet Safety Day 

Mother’s Day 

Queen’s Birthday 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Ramadan/ Eid Father’s Day 

Summer Trip 

Characteristics of Effective 

Learning 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Playing and exploring: - Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. Children who actively participate in their own play develop a larger 

store of information and experiences to draw on which positively supports their learning 

Active learning: - Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties. They are proud of their own achievements. For children to 

develop into self-regulating, lifelong learners they are required to take ownership, accept challenges and learn persistence. 

Creating and thinking critically: - Children develop their own ideas and make links between these ideas. They think flexibly and rationally, drawing on 

previous experiences which help them to solve problems and reach conclusions. 

 

Communication and 

Language 

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an 

early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers 

throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing and echoing back what they say 

with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in 

stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will 

give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, storytelling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and 
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modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and 

language structures. 

 

Opportunities to embed 

skills 

Plan Do Review- daily 

small group opportunity 

to plan activities and 

review learning. 

 

Listening to and 

responding to daily 

stories. 

 

Talk about yourself and 

your family in small group 

time. 

 

Adults engage in high-

quality interactions with 

children in child-initiated 

play. 

 

Children encouraged to 

share scrapbooks and talk 

about their home 

experiences in small 

group. 

Plan Do Review- daily 

small group 

opportunity to plan 

activities and review 

learning 

 

Listening to and 

responding to daily 

stories. 

 

 

Adults engage in high-

quality interactions 

with children in child-

initiated play. 

 

Children encouraged 

to share scrapbooks 

and talk about their 

home experiences in 

small group. 

Plan Do Review- daily 

small group 

opportunity to plan 

activities and review 

learning 

 

Listening to and 

responding to daily 

stories. 

 

Adults engage in high-

quality interactions 

with children in child-

initiated play. 

 

Children encouraged 

to share scrapbooks 

and talk about their 

home experiences in 

small group. 

Plan Do Review- daily 

small group 

opportunity to plan 

activities and review 

learning 

 

Listening to and 

responding to daily 

stories. 

 

Adults engage in high-

quality interactions 

with children in child-

initiated play. 

 

Children encouraged 

to share scrapbooks 

and talk about their 

home experiences in 

small group. 

 

Plan Do Review- daily 

small group opportunity 

to plan activities and 

review learning 

 

Listening to and 

responding to daily 

stories. 

 

Adults engage in high-

quality interactions with 

children in child-

initiated play. 

 

Children encouraged to 

share scrapbooks and 

talk about their home 

experiences in small 

group. 

Plan Do Review- daily 

small group 

opportunity to plan 

activities and review 

learning 

 

Listening to and 

responding to daily 

stories. 

 

Read aloud books to 

children that will 

extend their 

knowledge of the 

world and illustrate a 

current topic. Select 

books containing 

photographs and 

pictures, for example, 

places in different 

weather conditions and 

seasons. 

 

 

 

 

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 

Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives and is fundamental to their 

cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and 

supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported 

to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait 

for what they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including 

healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they learn how to make good friendships, 

co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life. 

 

Opportunities to embed: 

 

We have a range of high 

quality texts based on 

feelings and conflict which 

Learning class/school rules 

Developing friendships 

and negotiating with 

others 

Conflict Resolution 

Getting on and falling 

out. 

How to deal with 

anger Emotions 

Self - Confidence 

Good to be me 

Feelings 

Learning about 

qualities and 

differences 

Relationships 

What makes a good 

friend? 

Healthy me 

Looking after others 

Friendships 

Dreams and Goals 

Taking part in sports 

day - Winning and 

losing 

Changing me 
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are shared as and when 

appropriate to respond to 

scenarios in the cohort. 

Zones of Regulation 

Circle time- exploration 

of emotions, role-play 

conflict and finding 

solutions together 

Build constructive and 

respectful 

relationships. 

Ask children to explain 

to others how they 

thought about a 

problem or an 

emotion and how they 

dealt with it. (Plan do 

review and circle time) 

 

Celebrating 

differences 

Identify and moderate 

their own feelings 

socially and 

emotionally. 

Encourage them to 

think about their own 

feelings and those of 

others by giving 

explicit examples of 

how others might feel 

in particular scenarios 

Random acts of 

Kindness 

Looking after pets 

Looking After our 

Planet 

Give children 

strategies for staying 

calm in the face of 

frustration. Talk them 

through why we take 

turns, wait politely, 

tidy up after ourselves 

and so on 

Show resilience and 

perseverance in the 

face of challenge. 

Discuss why we take 

turns, wait politely, tidy 

up after ourselves and 

so on. 

 

Look how far I've 

come! 

Model positive 

behaviour and highlight 

exemplary behaviour 

of children in class, 

narrating what was 

kind and considerate 

about the behaviour 

 

Physical Development Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences 

develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and 

positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and providing opportunities for 

play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and 

agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision 

helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world 

activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, 

control and confidence. 

 

Fine Motor 

 

A wide range of provision 

enables children to access 

appropriate resources to 

facilitate the development 

of fine-motor skills during 

child-initiated learning 

 

Fine-motor skills are 

targeted in small group 

activities in a 

developmentally 

appropriate manner 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough, Fine 

Motor activities. 

Manipulate objects with 

good fine motor skills (ie 

pom poms and 

tweezers/stickers) 

Draw lines and circles 

using gross motor 

movements 

Hold pencil/paint brush 

beyond whole hand grasp 

Pencil Grip 

 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough, 

Fine Motor activities. 

Develop muscle tone 

to put pencil pressure 

on paper Use tools to 

effect changes to 

materials Show 

preference for 

dominant hand 

Engage children in 

guided activities: 

modelling 

drawing/writing skills 

Teach and model 

correct letter 

formation. 

 

Arts and Crafts- 

Christmas cards/crafts 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough, 

Fine Motor activities. 

Begin to form letters 

correctly Handle 

tools, objects, 

construction and 

malleable materials 

with increasing 

control 

Encourage children to 

draw freely. 

Holding Small Items 

Button Clothing 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough, 

Fine Motor activities. 

Hold pencil effectively 

with comfortable grip 

Forms recognisable 

letters most correctly 

formed 

Weeding/Planting 

seeds in the garden 

 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough, 

Fine Motor activities. 

Develop pencil grip and 

letter formation 

continually 

Use one hand 

consistently for fine 

motor tasks 

Cut along a straight line 

with scissors / 

Start to cut along a 

curved line, like a circle 

/ Draw a cross 

 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough, 

Fine Motor activities. 

Form letters correctly 

Copy a square 

Begin to draw diagonal 

lines, like in a triangle / 

Start to colour inside 

the lines of a picture 

Start to draw pictures 

that are recognisable / 

Build things with 

smaller linking blocks, 

such as Duplo or Lego 

 



St Joseph’s Infant School, EYFS Reception Class, 
Long Term overview 2022-23 

 Cutting with Scissors 

 

Gross Motor Skills Cooperation games i.e. 

parachute games. 

Climbing – use of outdoor 

equipment/climbing 

equipment/bikes 

Different ways of moving 

to be explored with 

children 

PE 

Help individual children to 

develop good personal 

hygiene. Acknowledge and 

praise their efforts. 

Provide regular reminders 

about thorough 

handwashing and toileting. 

 

Wake up Shake up-daily 

 

Ball skills- throwing 

and catching. 

Crates play- climbing. 

Skipping ropes in 

outside area 

dance related activities 

(Nativity 

songs/actions) 

Provide a range of 

wheeled resources for 

children to balance, sit 

or ride on, or pull and 

push. Two-wheeled 

balance bikes and 

pedal bikes without 

stabilisers, 

skateboards, 

wheelbarrows, prams 

and carts are all good 

options 

 

 

Wake up Shake up-

daily 

 

Ball skills- aiming, 

dribbling, pushing, 

throwing & catching, 

patting, or kicking 

Ensure that spaces 

are accessible to 

children with varying 

confidence levels, 

skills and needs. 

Provide a wide range 

of activities to 

support a broad 

range of abilities. 

Wake up Shake up-

daily 

 

Balance- children 

moving with 

confidence 

dance related activities 

Provide opportunities 

for children to, spin, 

rock, tilt, fall, slide and 

bounce. 

Use picture books and 

other resources to 

explain the importance 

of the different aspects 

of a healthy lifestyle. 

 

Wake up Shake up-

daily 

 

 

Obstacle activities 

children moving over, 

under, through and 

around equipment 

Encourage children to 

be highly active and get 

out of breath several 

times every day. 

Provide opportunities 

for children to, spin, 

rock, tilt, fall, slide and 

bounce. 

 

Wake up Shake up-daily 

 

 

Races / team games 

involving gross motor 

movements (sports 

Day) 

dance related activities 

Allow less competent 

and confident children 

to spend time initially 

observing and listening, 

without feeling 

pressured to join in. 

 

Wake up Shake up-

daily 

 

 

PE Provision – 

Wednesday afternoon 

Little Kickers Little Rugby TBC TBC Newcastle United 

Foundation 

Newcastle United 

Foundation 

Reading 

 

Each child reads 1:1 

with an adult each 

week at school and 

takes home a targeted 

reading book and a 

reading for pleasure 

book. 

Joining in with rhymes and 

showing an interest in 

stories with repeated 

refrains.  Environment 

print. Having a favourite 

story/rhyme. Understand 

the five key concepts 

about print: - print has 

meaning - print can have 

different purposes - we 

Retell stories related 

to events through 

acting/role play. 

Christmas letters/lists.  

Retelling stories using 

images / apps. Pie 

Corbett Actions to 

retell the story – Story 

Maps.  Retelling of 

stories.  Editing of 

Encourage children to 

record stories 

through picture 

drawing/mark making 

for LAs. 

Read simple phrases 

and sentences made 

up of words with 

Information leaflets 

about animals in the 

garden/plants and 

growing. 

Re-read books to build 

up their confidence in 

word reading, their 

fluency and their 

Stories from other 

cultures and traditions 

Retell a story with 

actions and / or picture 

prompts as part of a 

group - Use story 

language when acting 

out a narrative. 

Rhyming words. 

Parents reading stories 

Can draw pictures of 

characters/ event / 

setting in a story 

Listen to stories, 

accurately anticipating 

key events & respond 

to what they hear with 

relevant comments, 

questions and 

reactions. 
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E-books assigned each 

week in line with new 

sounds learned in daily 

phonics session. 

read English text from left 

to right and from top to 

bottom - the names of the 

different parts of a book 

Sequencing familiar stories 

through the use of 

pictures to tell the story. 

Recognising initial sounds. 

Name writing activities. 

Engage in extended 

conversations about 

stories, learning new 

vocabulary. 

 

story maps and orally 

retelling new stories. 

Non-Fiction Focus 

Retelling of stories. 

Sequence story – use 

vocabulary of 

beginning, middle and 

end. 

Blend sounds into 

words, so that they 

can read short words 

made up of known 

letter– sound 

correspondences. 

Enjoys an increasing 

range of books 

 

known letter–sound 

correspondences and, 

where necessary, a 

few exception words. 

Read a few common 

exception words 

matched to RS. Make 

the books available 

for children to share 

at school and at 

home. 

 

understanding and 

enjoyment. 

Timeline of how plants 

grow. 

Uses vocabulary and 

forms of speech that 
are increasingly 

influenced by their 

experiences of books. 

They develop their 

own narratives and 

explanations by 

connecting ideas or 

events 

 

Can explain the main 

events of a story - Can 

draw pictures of 

characters/ event / 

setting in a story. May 

include labels, 

sentences or captions. 

Role play area – book 

characters 

 

 

Make predictions 

Beginning to 

understand that a non-

fiction is a non-story- it 

gives information 

instead. Fiction means 

story. - Can point to 

front cover, back 

cover, spine, blurb, 

illustration, illustrator, 

author and title. 

Sort books into 

categories. 

 

Rising Star Phonics s/ as in sun /m/ as in 

mouse /a/ as in apple /d/ 

as in dog /t/ as in tap /g/ as 

in goat /i/ as in insect /o/ 

as in octopus /p/ as in pan 

/k/ as in cat /n/ as in net 

/k/ as in kite 

 

I the go to no into 

k/ as in duck /f/ as in 

frog and cliff /e/ as in 

elephant /l/ as in ladder 

/u/ as in umbrella /l/ as 

in shell /r/ as in rabbit 

/s/ as in dress /h/ as in 

hat Double consonant 

letters /b/ as in bat 

Two syllable words I, 

the, go, to, no, into 

j/ as in jug /z/ as in 

bugs /v/ as in van 

/k+w/ as in queen /w/ 

as in web 

Consolidation /k+s/ 

as in fox /y/ as in 

yellow /z/ as in zebra 

and fizzy he, she, we, 

me, be, was, my, you, 

her, they, all, are 

ch/ as in chick /igh/ as 

in light /sh/ as in sheep 

/oa/ as in boat /th/ as in 

thumb and feather 

short /oo/ as in book 

/n+g/ as in ring long 

/oo/ as in moon /ai/ as 

in train Consolidation 

/ee/ as in bee he, she, 

we, me, be, was, my, 

you, her, they, all, are 

ar/ as in car /air/ as in 

chair /or/ as in fork 

/y+oor/ as in manure 

/ur/ as in purse schwa 

/uh/ as in hammer /ou/ 

as in owl Consolidation 

/oi/ as in coin /eer/ as in 

ear some, one, said, 

come, do, so, were, 

when, have, there, out, 

like, little, what 

w/ as in wheel /ee/ as 

in shield /f/ as in 

dolphin /ee/ as in peach 

/ai/ as in crayon 

Consolidation /ai/ as in 

cake /ai/ as in acorn 

/ee/ as in scene some, 

one, said, come, do, so, 

were, when, have, 

there, out, like, little, 

what 

Writing 

We support the 

development of 

children’s writing in a 

developmentally 

appropriate way, 

respecting their age 

and stage and 

supporting the 

development of 

Dominant hand, tripod 

grip, mark making, giving 

meaning to marks and 

labelling. Shopping lists, 

Writing initial sounds and 

simple captions. 

Use initial sounds to label 

characters / images. Silly 

soup. Names Labels. 

Captions Lists Diagrams 

 

Name writing, labelling 

using initial sounds, 

story scribing. 

Retelling stories in 

writing area, 

instructions for 

porridge. 

Help children identify 

the sound that is tricky 

to spell. 

Sequence the story 

Writing some of the 

tricky words such as 

I, me, my, like, to, the. 

Writing CVC words, 

Labels using CVC, 

CVCC, CCVC 

words. 

Guided writing based 

around developing 

Creating own story 

maps, writing captions 

and labels, writing 

simple sentences. 

Writing short 

sentences to 

accompany story maps.  

Order the Easter 

story. 

Writing recipes, lists. 

Writing for a purpose 

in role play using 

phonetically plausible 

attempts at words, 

beginning to use finger 

spaces. Form lower-

case and capital letters 

correctly. Rhyming 

words. 

Acrostic poems 

Story writing, writing 

sentences using a range 

of tricky words that 

are spelt correctly. 

Beginning to use full 

stops, capital letters 

and finger spaces. 

Innovation of familiar 

texts Using familiar 

texts as a model for 

writing own stories. 
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gross/fine-motor skills 

(see PD) 

Write a sentence 

Write a Christmas list 

Write Christmas cards 

Beginning to label my 

scrapbook with 

sounds/words 

 

short sentences in a 

meaningful context. 

Continue to annotate 

scrapbooks with 

letter sounds/words 

 

Labels and captions – 

life cycles Recount – A 

trip to the park 

Character descriptions. 

Write 2 sentences 

Diary of a worm- diary 

entries 

Begin to annotate 

scrapbook with 

captions 

Label life-cycle of a 

caterpillar/frog 

Labelling maps and 

writing directions 

Write a letter to my 

buddy 

Write my own 

contribution to my 

report. 

Annotate photos from 

school trip. 

 

Maths 

Planning Developed 

around Pearson Power 

Maths 

Counting to 1,2,3 

Counting to 4 

Counting to 5 

Sorting into 2 groups 

Comparing quantities of identical objects 

Comparing quantities of non-identical objects 

One more/One fewer 

My Day 

Introducing the part-whole model 

Counting to 6, 7 and 8 

Counting to 9 and 10 

Comparing Groups to 10 

Combining two groups to create a total 

Using a 10 frame 

The part-whole model to 10 

Spatial Awareness 

2D and 3D shapes 

Making simple patterns 

Making complex patterns 

Adding on by counting on 

Taking away by counting back 

Counting to 20 

Doubling 

Halving and Sharing 

Odds and Evens 

Length height and distance 

Volume and Capacity 

Weight 

RE 
 

Come and See 

Domestic Church 

Family 

Prior learning: children 

will have experience of 

being part of a family 

This Topic: learning 

outcomes 

Advent Christmas- 
Prior learning: children 

will have the 

experience of 

celebrating birthdays 

at home 

Local Church- 
Community- 

Celebration 

Prior learning: 

children will have 

experienced 

celebrations at home. 

Lent/Easter- Giving 

Growing 

 

Prior learning: 

experience of 

activities that are good 

to do together 

Pentecost- Serving- 
Good News 

 

Prior learning: that 

everyone has good 

news, and that 

Pentecost is the 

 

Reconciliation- 

Friends 

 

Prior learning: that 

everyone has good 

news, and that 



St Joseph’s Infant School, EYFS Reception Class, 
Long Term overview 2022-23 

Know and understand: 

•  T he importance of my 

name – Explore 

•  God knows and loves 

me and each one by name 

– Reveal 

Acquire the skills of 

assimilation, celebration 

and application of the 

above – Respond 

 

Baptism/Confirmation- 

Belonging 

Prior learning: 

children will have 

experience of belonging 

to a family and to a 

nursery/class group 

This Topic: learning 

outcomes 

Know and understand: 

• What it is to welcome 

and be welcomed – 

Explore 

• Baptism: a welcome to 

God’s family – Reveal 

Acquire the skills of 

assimilation, celebration 

and application of the 

above – Respond 

This Topic: learning 

outcomes 

Know and understand: 

•  what a birthday is; 

waiting for a birthday – 

Explore 

•  Advent: looking 

forward to Christmas, 

the birthday of Jesus – 

Reveal 

Acquire the skills of 

assimilation, 

celebration and 

application of the 

above – Respond 

 

 

This Topic: learning 

outcomes 

Know and 

understand: 

•  what a celebration 

is – Explore 

•  how the parish 

family celebrate – 

Reveal 

acquire the skills of 

assimilation 

celebration and 

application of the 

above – Respond 

 

This Topic: learning 

outcomes 

Know and 

understand: 

•  Spring is a time 

when things begin to 

grow – Explore 

•  Lent – a time to 

grow in love to be 

more like Jesus and to 

look forward to Easter 

– Reveal 

Acquire the skills of 

assimilation, 

celebration and 

application of the 

above – Respond 

 

celebration of the 

Good News of Jesus 

This topic learning 

outcomes: Know and 

understand: 

•  We can make friends  

– Explore 

•  Jesus had good 

friends;  what Jesus 

tells us about 

friendship  – Reveal 

Acquire the skills of 

assimilation, celebration 

and application of the 

above – Respond 

Pentecost is the 

celebration of the 

Good News of Jesus 

This topic learning 

outcomes: Know and 

understand: 

•  We can make 

friends  – Explore 

•  Jesus had good 

friends;  what Jesus 

tells us about 

friendship  – Reveal 

Acquire the skills of 

assimilation, 

celebration and 

application of the 

above – Respond 

 

 

Universal Church- 

Our World 

 

Prior learning: we 

can make friends and 

Jesus had good friends 

This Topic: learning 

outcomes 

Know and understand: 

•  what we love and 

wonder about our 

world – Explore 

•  God gave us this 

wonderful world – 

Reveal 

acquire the skills of 

assimilation, 

celebration and 

application of the 

above – Respond 
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ELGS- End of Year Judgements (Holistic/Best Fit) 

GLD- children have made expected progress in Prime Areas and Literacy/Maths 

Communication and 
Language 

Personal Social and 
Emotional 

Development 

Physical Development Literacy Maths Understanding 
the World 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

ELG: Listening, 

Attention and 

Understanding 

Listen attentively and 
respond to what they hear 

with relevant questions, 

comments and actions 

when being read to and 

during whole class 

discussions and small group 

interactions 

ELG: Self-Regulation 

Show an understanding of 

their own feelings and 

those of others, and begin 
to regulate their behaviour 

accordingly. 

Set and work towards 

simple goals, being able to 

wait for what they want 

and control their immediate 

impulses when appropriate. 

ELG: Gross Motor 

Skills 

Negotiate space and 

obstacles safely, with 
consideration for 

themselves and others. 

Demonstrate strength, 

balance and coordination 

when playing. 

Move energetically, such 

as running, jumping, 

ELG: 

Comprehension 

Demonstrate 

understanding of what 
has been read to 

them by retelling 

stories and narratives 

using their own 

words and recently 

introduced 

vocabulary. 

ELG: Number 

Have a deep 

understanding of 

number to 10, 
including the 

composition of each 

number; 

Subitise (recognise 

quantities without 

counting) up to 5; - 

Automatically recall 

(without reference to 

ELG: Past and 

Present 

Talk about the lives 

of the people 
around them and 

their roles in 

society. 

Know some 

similarities and 

differences between 

things in the past 

and now, drawing 

ELG: Creating with 

Materials 

Safely use and explore 

a variety of materials, 
tools and techniques, 

experimenting with 

colour, design, 

texture, form and 

function. 

Share their creations, 

explaining the process 

they have used; - 

“Children will an abundance of opportunities to learn through play. We will ensure that learning will be fun, engaging and we will challenge and support all children wherever their starting point. As an 

EYFS team and effective role models, we will provide high quality interactions in order to develop and deepen the children’s learning opportunities. We will deliver our curriculum through a balance of 

adult led and child-initiated activities based on the EYFS Framework 21’ & children’s interests.” 

 

Unique Child: Every child is unique and has the potential to be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. 

Positive Relationships: Children flourish with warm, strong & positive partnerships between all staff and parents/carers. This promotes independence across the EYFS curriculum. 

Children and practitioners are NOT alone – embrace each community. 

Enabling environments: Children learn and develop well in safe and secure environments where routines are established and where adults respond to their individual needs and 

passions and help them to build upon their learning over time. 

 

 

 

Learning and Development: Children develop and learn at different rates. We must be aware of children who need greater support than others. 

PLAY: At St Joseph’s Infant School, we understand that children learn best when they are absorbed, interested and active.  We understand that active learning involves other children, adults, objects, ideas, 

stimuli and events that aim to engage and involve children for sustained periods. We believe that Early Years education should be as practical as possible and therefore, we are proud that our EYFS 

setting has an underlying ethos of ‘Learning through play. PLAY is essential for children’s development across all areas. Play builds on children’s confidence as they learn to explore, to relate to others 

around them and develop relationships, set their own goals and solve problems. Children learn by leading their own play and by taking part in play which is guided by adults.’ 

 

We will ensure that all children learn and develop well and are always kept healthy and safe. 
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Make comments about 

what they have heard and 

ask questions to clarify 

their understanding 

Hold conversation when 

engaged in back-and-forth 

exchanges with their 

teacher and peers 

ELG: Speaking 

Participate in small group, 

class and one-to-one 

discussions, offering their 

own ideas, using recently 

introduced vocabulary. 

Offer explanations for why 

things might happen, 

making use of recently 

introduced vocabulary from 

stories, non-fiction, rhymes 

and poems when 

appropriate. 

Express their ideas and 

feelings about their 

experiences using full 

sentences, including use of 

past, present and future 
tenses and making use of 

conjunctions, with 

modelling and support from 

their teacher. 

 

Give focused attention to 

what the teacher says, 

responding appropriately 

even when engaged in 

activity, and show an ability 

to follow instructions 

involving several ideas or 

actions. 

ELG: Managing Self 

Be confident to try new 

activities and show 

independence, resilience 

and perseverance in the 

face of challenge. 

Explain the reasons for 

rules, know right from 

wrong and try to behave 

accordingly. 

Manage their own basic 

hygiene and personal needs, 

including dressing, going to 

the toilet and 

understanding the 

importance of healthy food 

choices. 

ELG: Building Relationships 
Work and play 

cooperatively and take 

turns with others. 

Form positive attachments 

to adults and friendships 

with peers;. 

Show sensitivity to their 

own and other’s needs 

dancing, hopping, skipping 

and climbing. 

ELG: Fine Motor Skills 

Hold a pencil effectively 

in preparation for fluent 

writing – using the tripod 

grip in almost all cases. 

Use a range of small 

tools, including scissors, 

paint brushes and cutlery. 

Begin to show accuracy 

and care when drawing. 

 

Anticipate – where 

appropriate – key 

events in stories. 

Use and understand 

recently introduced 

vocabulary during 

discussions about 

stories, non-fiction, 

rhymes and poems 

and during role-play. 

ELG: Word 

Reading 

Say a sound for each 

letter in the alphabet 

and at least 10 

digraphs. 

Read words 

consistent with their 

phonic knowledge by 

sound-blending. 

Read aloud simple 

sentences and books 

that are consistent 

with their phonic 

knowledge, including 

some common 
exception words. 

ELG: Writing 

Write recognisable 

letters, most of which 

are correctly formed. 

Spell words by 

identifying sounds in 

them and 

representing the 

sounds with a letter 

or letters. 

Write simple phrases 

and sentences that 

can be read by 

others. 

 

rhymes, counting or 

other aids) number 

bonds up to 5 

(including subtraction 

facts) and some 

number bonds to 10, 

including double facts. 

ELG: Numerical 

Patterns 

Verbally count 

beyond 20, 

recognising the 

pattern of the 

counting system; - 

Compare quantities 

up to 10 in different 

contexts, recognising 

when one quantity is 

greater than, less 

than or the same as 

the other quantity. 

Explore and 

represent patterns 

within numbers up to 

10, including evens 

and odds, double 
facts and how 

quantities can be 

distributed equally. 

 

on their 

experiences and 

what has been read 

in class. 

Understand the past 

through settings, 

characters and 

events encountered 

in books read in 

class and 

storytelling. 

ELG: People, 

Culture and 

Communities 

Describe their 

immediate 

environment using 

knowledge from 

observation, 

discussion, stories, 

non-fiction texts 

and maps. 

Know some 

similarities and 

differences between 

different religious 
and cultural 

communities in this 

country, drawing on 

their experiences 

and what has been 

read in class. 

Explain some 

similarities and 

differences between 

life in this country 

and life in other 

countries, drawing 

on knowledge from 

stories, non-fiction 

texts and – when 

appropriate – maps. 

Make use of props 

and materials when 

role playing 

characters in 

narratives and stories. 

ELG: Being 

Imaginative and 

Expressive 

Invent, adapt and 

recount narratives 

and stories with peers 

and their teacher. 

Sing a range of well-

known nursery 

rhymes and songs; 

Perform songs, 

rhymes, poems and 

stories with others, 

and – when 

appropriate – try to 

move in time with 

music. 
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ELG: The 

Natural World 

Explore the natural 

world around them, 

making observations 

and drawing 

pictures of animals 

and plants. 

Know some 

similarities and 

differences between 

the natural world 

around them and 

contrasting 

environments, 

drawing on their 

experiences and 

what has been read 

in class. 

Understand some 

important processes 

and changes in the 

natural world 

around them, 

including the 

seasons and 
changing states of 

matter. 

 

 


