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 First Sunday of Advent,  

26th-27th November 2022, Year A 
Saturday  

26th November 
St Joseph 5pm Kathleen Burlinson 

St Bede 5pm Shirley McMann (Recently Deceased) 

Sunday 

27th November 

1st Sunday of 

Advent 

St John Boste 9.30am Kathleen Burlinson 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Teresa Curran 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Joseph & Ellen Jordan & Daughter Mary 

Parishes of St John XXIII & St Joseph, Birtley 
Incorporating: Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington;  

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw; St Bede, Usworth;  

St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph, Birtley 

Administrator: Audrey Huntley 0191 4163583  sj23office01@gmail.com 

In the Partnership of Benedict 

Fr Jim O’Keefe       0191 416 3805 

Fr Uchenna Odenigbo 0191 416 3583 

Fr Martin Wheaton   0770 996 1040 

Fr Vincent Waiga   0191 416 3583 

Deacon Frank O’Neill    0779 115 5845 

Deacon Peter Lavery  0730 505 9297 

Deacon Tony Joy    0779 989 3419  

Gospel Reflection First Sunday of Advent 

It’s the First Sunday of Advent in a year marked by upheaval and change; war in Ukraine, madness in British politics, a sense of shaky 
foundations, the death of Queen Elizabeth II. 

Isaiah, in the First Reading, is giving a prophetic vision, in difficult times, of all nations gathering together on Mount Zion. The time was 
even more fragile. In the late eighth century BC, God’s people were already a nation divided; a northern kingdom, Israel and a 
southern one, Judah. Israel was under Assyrian control and Judah threatened by the might of Babylon. Isaiah’s words were doubly 
revolutionary as they envisaged all nations (not just God’s chosen people) on a shared pilgrimage, searching for a shared 
understanding of God’s teaching and peace:  “these will hammer their swords into ploughshares,their  spears into sickles.” 

This valiant vision of peace leaps out at us as Isiah invites us to share that hope, just as we share in the joy of the Psalm, as we are 
called to spiritual motion: “I rejoiced when I heard them say: Let us go to God’s house.” It’s Advent – we need to get on that journey. 

In stark relief we have Matthew’s Gospel and St Paul in the Second Reading in his Letter to the Romans. 

We are pulled up on the endpoint of our pilgrimage - our time to meet with the Son of Man. Both readings speak of randomness and 
readiness. Life teaches us the former; we need to work on the latter. We must be alert to the now in our pilgrimage, the chances we 
have to witness to God’s love for us, every day. 

And what better way to finish than with Pope Francis’ words on today’s Gospel? 

 ”Our final goal is the encounter with the Risen Lord. I would like to ask how many of you think about this.  ”There will be a day in 
which  I meet the Lord face to face.” And this is our goal: the encounter. We do not await a time or place, but we are going to 
encounter a person: Jesus. Neither is it about knowing “how” these things will happen, but instead “how” we have to act today, in 
awaiting these things. The triumph of Jesus at the end of time will be the triumph of the Cross, the demonstration that the sacrifice of 
oneself for love of neighbour, in imitation of Christ, is the only victorious power, the only stable point in the midst of the upheavals 
and tragedies of the world.” ANGELUS, 15 November 2015 

Angela Nichols 

mailto:sj23office01@gmail.com
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Mass Times & Intentions  -  Week Beginning Monday 28th November 2022 

Day Church Time Intention 

Monday 28th November 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 7pm Deceased SVP members 

Tuesday 29th November Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Margaret Gleeson 

St Joseph 7pm Peter Smith 

Wednesday 30th November 

St Andrew  
St Bede 10am David Mead (Recently Deceased) 

St John Boste 7pm The People of the Parish 

Thursday 1st December Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Teresa Curran 

St Joseph 12 noon John Canning 

Friday 2nd December 
St John Boste 10am Tom Cato  

St Joseph 10am Thomas Ryan 

Saturday 3rd December Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Joan & Gerard McCabe 

St Joseph 5pm Dennis Duffy St Francis Xavier  

St Bede 5pm Kieron Cushlow (Deceased Anniversary) 

Sunday 4th December  

2nd Sunday of Advent 

St John Boste 9.30am John Carr 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am George O'Hare RIP  

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Janet Fawcett 

First Reading: The Vision of Peace (Isaiah 2:1-5)  
The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
In the days to come the mountain of the Temple of the Lord shall 
tower above the mountains and be lifted higher than the hills. All the 
nations will stream to it, peoples without number will come to it; and 
they will say: ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
Temple of the God of Jacob that he may teach us his ways so that 
we may walk in his paths; since the Law will go out from Zion, and 
the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’ He will wield authority over 
the nations and adjudicate between many peoples; these will 
hammer their swords into ploughshares, their spears into sickles. 
Nation will not lift sword against nation; there will be no more 
training for war. O House of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of 
the Lord. 
 
Response to the Psalm: I rejoiced when I heard them say: 'Let 
us go to God's house.'  
 
Second Reading: The Time is Near (Romans 13:11-14)  
You know ‘the time’ has come: you must wake up now: our salvation 
is even nearer than it was when we were converted. The night is 
almost over, it will be daylight soon – let us give up all the things we 
prefer to do under cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves and  

 
appear in the light. Let us live decently as people do in the daytime: 
no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or licentiousness, and no 
wrangling or jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord Jesus Christ 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! Let us see, O Lord, your 
mercy and give us your saving help. Alleluia!  
 
The Gospel: Like a Thief in the Night (Matthew 24:37-44)  
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so will it be 
when the Son of Man comes. For in those days before the Flood 
people were eating, drinking, taking wives, taking husbands, right up 
to the day Noah went into the ark, and they suspected nothing till 
the Flood came and swept all away. It will be like this when the Son 
of Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one is taken, one left; 
of two women at the millstone grinding, one is taken, one left. So 
stay awake, because you do not know the day when your master is 
coming. You may be quite sure of this that if the householder had 
known at what time of the night the burglar would come, he would 
have stayed awake and would not have allowed anyone to break 
through the wall of his house. Therefore, you too must stand ready 
because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

Bishop Robert Byrne 
Bishop Robert has been advised by his doctor to take some ‘medical leave’ for the foreseeable future.  He has left the administration of 
the Diocese in the hands of Canon Peter Leighton, our Vicar General.  Can we keep Bishop Robert in our prayers for a speedy recovery 
so that he can return and play his full part in our diocese?  Let’s not forget to pray for Canon Peter as he takes up his totally unexpected 
responsibility. Many thanks, Jim O’Keefe 

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0JZQb4YxMN
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Like a Thief in the Night 

In each year of the three-year cycle the Advent Sunday gospel-

readings have the same pattern: the first is about the final Coming 

of Christ. In the second John the Baptist is preparing a community 

of repentance to welcome Jesus’ mission. In the third John the 

Baptist points out Jesus as the Messiah. On the fourth Sunday we 

look to Mary preparing for the birth of her Son. In this Sunday’s 

reading about the Second Coming the accent is the same as in the 

Paul’s letter to the Romans (today’s second reading): we have a 

pressing and urgent need to take action without delay. The Second 

Coming will be sudden and unexpected as when a thief breaks in 

at night and no protective preparations have been made; it will also 

seem random and apparently without discernible cause, as when 

one person is taken, another left behind. We do not even know 

whether that final confrontation (when each of us is brought face to 

face with the awesome presence of God) will be a unique event for 

each of us at death, or whether it will be a group event, as is 

suggested by Matthew’s parable of the sheep and goats sent to 

right and left. There is no time in eternity, no waiting-room! It will 

not be as any human mind can envisage it. 

Should we look forward to or dread the final meeting with the 

Lord? 

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 
© Copyright 2022 The Wednesday Word Trust 

 
 What’s On in the Parish 

Our Lady’s Presbytery in the Village 
I’m really delighted to say that in the very near future Chris and 
Frank O’Neill will be moving into Our Lady’s presbytery in the 
Village.  It is almost a year since the really great initiative from Fr 
Mark enabled asylum seekers from all over the world – 
Afghanistan, Palestine, various African Countries and Syria – to  
find refuge among us.  Huge thanks to those who have befriended 
them and helped them feel at home.  The project had to end, in my 
view, because of a cut in funding from the Home Office to the great 
charity ‘Action Foundation’, based in Sunderland, it is such a 
shame.  I hope those who have lived there go on to enjoy a full life 
elsewhere. Let’s welcome Chris and Frank and their energy and 
commitment to our parish. If you want to know more of the story of 
how the decision was made, and what might well be possible in the 
future for at least the next 12 months, please take a leaflet from the 
back of the Church this weekend. All our property belongs to the 
Diocese, what we do with it, is up to us! I reckon this is a really 
good use of the Village presbytery....who knows how it will be used 

in the future!    Jim O’Keefe 

Christ Child Gifts – Our Lady Queen of Peace annual collection of 
Christ Child Gifts is on Sunday 4 December. Please label the gift 
BOY/GIRL/AGE or family. Gifts can be left in the Church porch at 
Mass times, Sunday 10am, Monday 7pm and Thursday 10am. 
These gifts are a lifeline for the poor families. We know we can rely 

on your generosity again.  

Sacrament of Reconciliation  - From Wednesday 23 November 
at 6pm - 7pm at St Bede’s (depending on volunteers being 
available to put on the heating and open up!) one of the priests in 
our parish will be available for the celebration of Reconciliation 

(‘Confession’ in old money) for anyone would like to celebrate. 

Rite of Acceptance - 1st Sunday of Advent, 27 November - Our 
Parish is blessed with many inquiring about the Catholic Faith, and 
we shall formally welcome them at the Masses. The Rite of 
Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens is the first of the 
“threshold rites” of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA), 
and the first public ritual. In the Rite of Acceptance, a change of 
identity takes place: those previously known as inquirers become 
catechumens. They are officially welcomed by the Church as 
disciples, members (albeit not yet full members) of the household 
of faith, and are literally marked with the cross of Christ as God’s 
own. The entire Christian community and its welcome, as well as 
the inquirers and their promise of discipleship, are essential to the 

Rite. Please, pray for the candidates. 

Fairtrade Christmas Cards - A selection of Fairtrade Christmas 
cards will be on display at St John Boste until the end of 

November, along with an order form for those placing an order. 

Credit Union - We are going to re-launch the Credit Union in our 
Parish in the new year. The Credit Union experts will visit us at St 
John Boste on Monday 5 December at 5pm  to talk about the NE 
First Credit. We have three objectives. (i) To update those who are 
already members and answer any questions, (ii) to encourage 
volunteers to help run the credit union in our parish, (iii) to 
encourage new members to join the Credit Union. All welcome, 
please come along. If you have any questions or would like to 
volunteer to help run it, please call Deacon Tony Joy on 07799 

893419. 

St Robert’s Christmas Coffee Morning - The student leadership 
team from St Robert’s would like to invite parishioners to come and 
join them for a Christmas Coffee Morning on Monday 19 December 
from 9.30am – 11am. Students will provide a warm space, live 
festive music, seasonal treats and there will be a raffle and a game 
of bingo. There is no charge for the coffee morning, but any 
proceeds raised will go to CAFOD and the Washington Community 
Food Project. The buses that stop near school are the numbers 2A, 
4 and 8. If you would like to join us for our coffee morning, please 
could you register your interest no later than Monday 12 December 
by emailing amckenna@str.bwcet.com or by ringing 0191 7161700 
and ask to speak to the Chaplain, Anne Marie McKenna. We look 

forward to welcoming you at St Robert’s. 

St John Boste Christmas Memorial Candles - Envelopes are 
now available in the porch for your Christmas Memorial Candle 
dedications. The envelopes need to be returned before 11 

December. 

St Joseph's Birtley  -  Red Boxes - The 2023 Misso Calendars 
are at the back of church for people to take and John Stewart be at 
church on Thursday 1st, Friday 2nd and Saturday 3rd December 

for people to bring their mission money. 

CAFOD Harvest at Our Blessed Lady Immaculate Washington - 
the diocese CAFOD office wish to thank OBLI for the £165 raised. 

Masses are live-streamed daily at 10am everyday, except 
Monday when Mass is live-streamed at 7pm 

Please click the link https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw to 
view  from one of our Churches.  

In addition, we live-stream Mass from St Joseph’s, Birtley on:   
Tuesday at 6.45pm; Thursday at 12 Noon; Saturday at 5pm. 

To access live streaming from St Joseph’s Birtley, please click the 

link https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley. 

https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley
mailto:amckenna@str.bwcet.com
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Other News  

Priestly Vocations Discernment Evening –the next Discernment evening will take place at 
the Cathedral on Tuesday 6 December at 6pm.  If you would like to come along, or for more 
information, please contact the Vocations Promoter, Father Shaun Purdy, by Monday 28 
November, so catering arrangements can be made. Please either call 01670 812 200 

or  email vocationspromoter@diocesehn.org.uk The evening will finish at 8pm  

Refugee Project Justice and Peace SVP in Byker - The project runs to support asylum 
seekers and refugees here in Tyne and Wear who are destitute. It supports people with food 
and clothing for those who are seeking asylum in the UK. The following food provision would 
be particularly welcome: rice (dried), sugar, flour, tinned tomatoes, tinned chickpeas, tinned 

tuna, coffee, Christmas sweets and chocolate. 

Catholic Social Teaching have their own monthly newsletter bringing a variety of 
information from its members of how CST has helped them and examples of CST in action 

around the Diocese. You can read or download the latest issue (Nov  2022) now. 

Prayer Vigil at Derwentside Immigration Removal Centre (DIRC) A short monthly prayer 
vigil has been held on the first Sunday of each month at 3 pm outside the barrier to 
Derwentside Immigration Removal Centre since August 2021 co-ordinated by the Justice and 
Peace Co-ordinating Council.  We believe detaining women who are asking for a safe place 
to live goes against our faith; we are asked to welcome the stranger and feed the hungry. 
This is an opportunity to give witness and pray for the women detained there. You are very 
welcome to join us there or to pray with us from home. The address of the centre is Corbridge 
Road, Medomsley  DH8 6QY .Future dates planned are 4 December, 5 February and 5 
March (there will not be an in person vigil in January).  For more details including a copy of 

the prepared liturgy please contact Liz Archibald at lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com  

CAFOD World Gifts - World Gifts are a range of virtual charity gifts that will delight the 
people you give them to and help transform the lives of families living in poverty. Ideal for 
individual presents or why not come together as a Parish, School or Community and 

fundraise during Advent to see what gift you can give at Christmas: CAFOD World Gifts 

Would you like someone to talk to? Trained listeners are available who can offer a 
confidential listening service to anyone.  We are fortunate to have three people trained in this 
Parish or you can request someone from a different parish if you prefer.  This could include 
issues such as loss, anxiety, loneliness or other matters of concern.  An initial phone call can 
be made with the option of meeting one to one or continuing on the telephone. Please 

contact 07384853672 leaving your name and contact details and a listener will get in touch. 

‘Being listened to and heard is one of the greatest desires of the human heart.’ 

The Vicariate for Faith & Mission have produced a series of reflections on the readings 
used throughout our Advent preparations. The reflections have been written by members of 
the Diocese and offer an opportunity to pause and reflect. The first and second week of 
Advent reflections can be downloaded from here or by searching for #DHNAdvent2022 on 

Facebook. The second part of the Advent reflections will be available shortly. 

The Universe Catholic Weekly is true to its mission of being “a light to guide the world, and 
a mirror to reflect it” Keeping Catholics informed about their faith, and bringing them ever 
closer to God. In order to keep our high standard going and maintain a strong weekly 
Catholic voice at a time when it is much needed in the world, please consider taking out a 
subscription. We have an excellent website full of trustworthy articles and an online shop with 

all subscribers receiving a 10% discount. 

Order your Digital four weeks FREE introductory offer by calling Michelle on 0743 661 7650 

or email: michelle.jones@universecatholicweekly.co.uk. 

The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following permanent vacancies: 

Cleaner, St Peter, Low fell, Gateshead – 8 hours per week 
Closing date for applications: 1 December 
Parish Secretary, St Charles, Gosforth – 12 hours per week 
Closing date for applications: 30 November 
Please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full details or contact us on 0191 243 3301 

 

 

Reflections  

Diocesan Weekly reflections can be 

found by clicking here.  

Examen - Please follow the links to 
go to Pray as You Go: Saturday Examen   
1st Sunday in Advent  
 

Prayers - If you would like to request 
prayers from the parish community for 
someone who is sick, or recently 
deceased, please click on the links below 
and complete the necessary forms. This 
will enable their names to be included in 

private prayer and during various Masses.  

For Prayers for the Sick   

For Prayers for the Deceased  

or ring 0191 4163583   

Finance - Standing Order forms and 
Gift Aid forms are available by clicking on 

the following links:  

For St John XXIII        For St Joseph’s  

or ring 0191 4163583.  

Sick and Recently 

Deceased - To view the sick and 

recently deceased list please click here.   

Parish Newsletter If you have 

any comments you wish to make about the 

Parish Newsletter, please click here. 

For the latest information, 

please go to any of the following 

Websites: 

Parish of St John XXIII  

Parish of St Joseph’s   

Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle  

All the Links you will ever 

need! 

Please click here or Scan the 

QR Code with your mobile 

phone to go to a site containing 

All the Links You’ll Ever Need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To post a notice on this 
Newsletter, please click here 

mailto:vocationspromoter@diocesehn.org.uk
https://diocesehn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/CSTNewsletterNov2022.pdf
mailto:lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com
https://diocesehn.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3876d1eea6cea3c64a6f6b7cf&id=292a50823e&e=2f220f0977
http://bit.ly/DHNAdvent2022
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#prayer
https://pray-as-you-go.org/player/2022-11-26
https://pray-as-you-go.org/player/2022-11-27
https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/afyRYBHHR8
https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/QEabOaHslS
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nLt97ZhfuydGN9VFmTH9G2nRL3SmwR_o/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xt5s8cqeGbeM7qQPUfnz-vkeyJzmPOTg/view?usp=sharing
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https://www.washingtoncatholic.org.uk/
http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d6X-d5ymsrFS4neMdcFgf01caiql7M6S/view?usp=sharing
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mailto:stjohn23bulletin@gmail.com
mailto:michelle.jones@universecatholicweekly.co.uk
http://www.diocesehn.org.uk

