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 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, 12th-13th November 2022, Year C 

Saturday  

12th November 

St Josaphat 

St Joseph 5pm Patrick Riordan 

St Bede 5pm Billy Craggs (Deceased) 

Sunday  

13th November 

33rd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time and 

Remembrance 

Sunday 

St John Boste 9.30am Eleanor & Maldwyn Roberts 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Jim Morris 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Margaret Glesson 

Parishes of St John XXIII & St Joseph, Birtley 
Incorporating: Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington;  

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw; St Bede, Usworth;  

St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph, Birtley 

Administrator: Audrey Huntley 0191 4163583  sj23office01@gmail.com  

In the Partnership of Benedict  

Fr Jim O’Keefe                  0191 416 3805 

Fr Uchenna Odenigbo 0191 416 3583 

Fr Martin Wheaton         0737 736 7189 

Fr Vincent Waiga         0191 416 3583 

Deacon Frank O’Neill        0779 115 5845 

Deacon Peter Lavery  0730 505 9297 

Deacon Tony Joy          0779 989 3419  

Do not be afraid – your endurance will win you your lives! 

 

We are living in very difficult times, but in the Gospel Jesus prepares us for these challenging times “When you hear of wars and revolu-

tions, do not be frightened. Nation will fight against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes and plagues 

and famines here and there: there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven.”  

Today we are witnessing frightening changes in our natural world caused by global warming and there are fierce conflicts in many coun-

tries- especially between Ukraine and Russia.  

In our own country, we face a cost-of-living crisis and a breakdown of trust in those who are elected to govern. Everything that we hold 

dear seems to be in a state of turmoil and unprecedented change – especially in our public services such as the NHS and our Schools, 

and even in the life of our parishes.  

We undoubtedly have many reasons to be anxious, but we are also blessed to have the precious gift of Faith. God has solemnly prom-

ised us that he will be with us always – even to the end of time!  

Now is the time to re-discover our trust and confidence in God’s undying love for us and to respond to the invitation of Jesus “this will be 

your opportunity to bear witness” to the world in these challenging times. 

So, how might we give witness to our Christian faith?  

Live Simply and take ever-greater care of the beauty of God’s creation. 

Provide practical, hands-on support to our many food banks. 

Petition our government to treat refugees and asylum-seekers with dignity. 

Offer volunteer service in our hospitals and schools 

Be a ‘good neighbour’ with a preferential care for those on the margins. 

Renew our trust in the power of prayer – at home and within our parish communities. 

Finally, let us be a people full of trust, faith and confidence in God’s promise that “your endurance will win you your lives.” 

Deacon Peter 

mailto:sj23office01@gmail.com
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Mass Times & Intentions  -  Week Beginning Monday 14th November 2022 

Day Church Time Intention 

Monday 14th November 

St Dyfrig 
Our Lady Queen of Peace 7pm 

Garry and Margaret O’Neill on what 

would have been their 70th Wedding 

Anniversary. 

Tuesday 15h November 

St Albert the Great 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am The sick of the Parish 

St Joseph 7pm 
Remembrance Mass—Thomas 
Coulton   

Wednesday 16th November 

St Margaret of Scotland 
St Bede 10am 

Catherine and Louis Connolly 

(Deceased Anniversary)  

St John Boste 7pm The People of the Parish 

Thursday 17th November 

St Hilda of Whitby 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am The Teachers and School Children 

St Joseph 12 noon George Henry Jackson 

Friday 18th November 

 

St John Boste 10am The Teachers and School Children 

St Joseph 10am Norah McKenna 

Saturday 19th November Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Tony Madden 

St Joseph 5pm Cathy Lawton  

St Bede 5pm Billy Craggs (Deceased) 

Sunday 20th November  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Universal King 

St John Boste 9.30am The People of the Parish 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Cathy Lyons 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Repose of the Soul Gerrard McCabe 

First Reading: Burning like an Oven  

Malachi 3:19-20  The day is coming now, burning like a furnace; 

and all the arrogant and the evil-doers will be like stubble. The day 

that is coming is going to burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, 

leaving them neither root nor stalk. But for you who fear my name, 

the sun of righteousness will shine out with healing in its rays.  

Response to the Psalm: The Lord comes to rule the peoples 

with fairness  

Second Reading: Keep Busy  

2 Thessalonians 3:7-12  You know how you are supposed to 

imitate us: now we were not idle when we were with you, nor did we 

ever have our meals at anyone’s table without paying for them; no, 

we worked night and day, slaving and straining, so as not to be a 

burden on any of you. This was not because we had no right to be, 

but in order to make ourselves an example for you to follow. We 

gave you a rule when we were with you: not to let anyone have any 

food if he refused to do any work. Now we hear that there are some 

of you who are living in idleness, doing no work themselves but 

interfering with everyone else’s. In the Lord Jesus Christ, we order 

and call on people of this kind to go on quietly working and earning 

the food that they eat.  

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! Stay awake, praying at 

all times for the strength to stand with confidence before the 

Son of Man. Alleluia!  

The Gospel: Perseverance  

Luke 21:5-19 When some were talking about the Temple, remarking 

how it was adorned with fine stonework and votive offerings, Jesus 

said, “All these things you are staring at now - the time will come 

when not a single stone will be left on another: everything will be 

destroyed.” And they put to him this question: “Master,” they said, 

“when will this happen, then, and what sign will there be that this is 

about to take place?” “Take care not to be deceived,” he said, 

“because many will come using my name and saying, ‘I am he’ and 

‘The time is near at hand’. Refuse to join them. And when you hear 

of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened, for this is something 

that must happen but the end is not so soon.” Then he said to them, 

“Nation will fight against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 

There will be great earthquakes and plagues and famines here and 

there; there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven. But 

before all this happens, men will seize you and persecute you; they 

will hand you over to the synagogues and to imprisonment, and 

bring you before kings and governors because of my name - and 

that will be your opportunity to bear witness. Keep this carefully in 

mind: you are not to prepare your defence, because I myself shall 

give you an eloquence and a wisdom that none of your opponents 

will be able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even by 

parents and brothers, relations and friends; and some of you will be 

put to death. You will be hated by all men on account of my name, 

but not a hair of your head will be lost. Your endurance will win you 

your lives.” 

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0JZQb4YxMN
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The devastation 

Luke was writing his gospel after the devastation of Jerusalem by 

the Roman armies in 70 AD, and the way he frames the words of 

Jesus suggests that he had witnessed the devastation. Massive 

blocks of stone, thrown down from the walls, are still lying there as 

they fell, scattered at the base of the Temple. The message of this 

passage is, then, the same as Paul’s in today’s second reading: 

the end is sure but is not yet. Jesus prepares his followers for what 

is to come before the cataclysmic finale. He warns against false 

Messiahs, political leaders or other saviour-figures who claim to 

‘put the world to rights’. His followers will be continually challenged 

to give an account of their beliefs, harassed and martyred in every 

age, betrayed by those they thought their friends. There is a 

promise that Jesus will provide the words and wisdom for 

Christians to make a reply to their persecutors; there is a promise 

too of protection from real harm - but there is no promise that it will 

be a quiet and easy life. A constant theme in Luke’s Good News is 

that the followers of Jesus must follow him in his difficulties and 

trials. Only with like endurance will they stay true to him and keep 

in his footsteps.  

Reflection: Recall an occasion when the Lord gave you 

wisdom beyond your own. 

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 
© Copyright 2022 The Wednesday Word Trust 

 What’s On in the Parish 

Special Collection – Next Week – Catholic Youth Ministry - Our 
Diocese is blessed! We have a dedicated team of people exploring 
how our young people can become more dedicated followers of 
Jesus. It is a tough ask! This team works alongside our Catholic 
Schools to help ensure that our young people look seriously at 
what it means to be a committed Catholic in our world today. 

Please give what you can… 

Christ Child Gifts – Our Lady Queen of Peace annual collection of 
Christ Child Gifts is on Sunday 4th December. Please label the gift 
BOY/GIRL/AGE or family. Gifts can be left in the Church porch at 
Mass times, Sunday 10am, Monday 7pm and Thursday 10am. 
These gifts are a lifeline for the poor families. We know we can rely 

on your generosity again.  

White Ribbon Sunday - Supporting Victims of Domestic 
Violence - White Ribbon Sunday is in support of victims of 
domestic violence, which will take place in Hexham Abbey on 

Sunday 20 November at 4.30pm.  

Requiem Mass of - Teresa Curran neé Nightingale 
Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Penshaw 
9.45am Monday 21st November 

Followed by Sunderland Crematorium 11.00 am 

Refreshments at North Biddick Club from 12.00pm 

Family flowers only, any donations to Wateraid  

Sacrament of Reconciliation  - From Wednesday 23rd November 
at 6.00-700 at St Bede’s (depending on volunteers being available 
to put on the heating and open up!) one of the priests in our parish 
will be available for the celebration of Reconciliation (‘Confession’ 

in old money) for anyone would like to celebrate.  

Children’s Liturgy - Children’s liturgy has started again at Our 

Lady Queen of Peace every Sunday, all welcome thanks. 

Vacancies -  The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following 

permanent vacancies: 

Cleaner, St Cuthbert, Chester le Street – 6 hours per week 

Closing date for applications: 18 November 

Cleaner, St Cuthbert, North Shields - 3 hours per week 

Closing date for applications: 24 November 

Parish Secretary, St Charles, Gosforth – 12 hours per week 

Closing date for applications: 30 November 

Please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full details or contact us 0191 243 
3301 

Birtley St Joseph's Youth Club has now re-opened! 

Monday evenings 6.30 pm-8.00 pm (term time) in St Joseph's 
Parish Centre, for school years 3-6. We have spaces so please 
come along and make new friends, play games and activities, and 
tuck shop. Only 50p subs. Please contact Ali Jackson 

07714692914 if you would like to register your child. 

Visit https://www.facebook.com/birtleyyouthclub for more 

information.  

Year of the Eucharist - This Diocesan Year aims to celebrate the 
Eucharist at the heart of the life and mission of the Church and to 
gather people back to the Mass and the Sacraments. The 
Diocesan vision for this time is that we grow in our love and 
appreciation of the Eucharist, that we deepen our appreciation of 
its celebration through the liturgy. We hope to revitalise and renew 
our faith through a deepening of prayer and Eucharistic devotion 
inspiring us to go out and to serve the world through the 
nourishment we receive. Bishop Robert will officially close the Year 
of the Eucharist at the 11.30am Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral, 
Newcastle on Sunday 20 November, the feast of Christ the King. 

Further resources will be available on the Diocesan website. 

Fairtrade Christmas Cards - A selection of Fairtrade Christmas 
cards will be on display at St John Boste until the end of 

November, along with an order form for those placing an order.  

Coffee Morning update—Thank you to everyone who helped with 
the CAFOD coffee morning last Saturday, One hundred and sixty 

five pounds was raised. 

CAFOD World Gifts - World Gifts are a range of virtual charity 
gifts that will delight the people you give them to and help 
transform the lives of families living in poverty. Ideal for individual 
presents or why not come together as a Parish, School or 
Community and fundraise during Advent to see what gift you can 
give at Christmas: CAFOD World Gifts – CAFOD World Gifts 
 

Other News  

Pilgrimage to Lisieux, Nevers and Lourdes - Led by Fr Marc 
Lyden-Smith. 25th July - 4th August 2023. Leaving from St Mary 
Magdalen's Church, Seaham by Luxury Coach. Two nights in 
Lisieux, one night in Nevers and 6 nights in Lourdes, joining the 
diocesan pilgrimage. One night in Le Mans on the way home. Full 
Board and Accommodation. Cost 1,000 pounds. For a booking 

form please email: st.michaels@sky.com 

Masses are live-streamed daily at 10am everyday, except 
Monday when Mass is live-streamed at 7pm 

Please click the link https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw to 
view  from one of our Churches.  

In addition, we live-stream Mass from St Joseph’s, Birtley on:   
Tuesday at 6.45pm; Thursday at 12 Noon; Saturday at 5pm. 

To access live streaming from St Joseph’s Birtley, please click the 

link https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley. 

http://www.diocesehn.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/birtleyyouthclub
https://diocesehn.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3876d1eea6cea3c64a6f6b7cf&id=292a50823e&e=2f220f0977
mailto:st.michaels@sky.com
https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley
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Live Simply Shoe Box Appeal - As the People’s Kitchen in no longer taking shoe boxes we 
will be sending many of our boxes to the West End Refugee Service in Newcastle. They 
mainly need boxes for teenage and adult men although they do have a few women. Any 
boxes for children will be given to food banks and charities supporting children. If you are 
struggling for ideas, content suggestion lists will be put on notice boards in churches or 

email coneill39@yahoo.com and I will send you a list. Many thanks. Chris O’Neill  

Macmillan Coffee morning update - Congratulations to all the bakers, volunteers who 
served the tea and coffee , who manned the cake stalls, , who sold the raffle tickets, who 
cleaned and washed up ,who counted the money and the total raised was a AMAZING 

£659.00, brilliant achievement, well done everyone. Bernard OLQOP 

Update from Justice & Peace Refugee Project - As inflation figures hit record highs and 
almost everyone is feeling the pinch, we are aware that contributions to the Justice and 
Peace Refugee Project are under pressure too. The government’s Gift Aid scheme is 
something that we would urge any taxpayer donating money to the project to consider. For 
those who are eligible, for every pound donated, the Project can claim another 25p. This 
mounts up and can make a huge difference over the year. A Gift Aid Declaration form is 

available here or you can request one from marjory.knowles@gmail.com or 07929 343418. 

Catholic Social Teaching have their own monthly newsletter bringing a variety of 
information from its members of how CST has helped them and examples of CST in action 

around the Diocese. You can read or download the latest issue (Nov  2022) now. 

Reflections on Saints associated with the Eucharist - Written by the Seminarians of the 
Diocese and with artwork from Fr John Bagnall, Reflections on Saints associated with the 
Eucharist is a resource which explores the lives of seven saints and their relationships with 
the Eucharist. The reflections and artwork are available to read and download on the Year of 

the Eucharist page. 

Prayer Vigil at Derwentside Immigration Removal Centre (DIRC) A short monthly prayer 
vigil has been held on the first Sunday of each month at 3 pm outside the barrier to 
Derwentside Immigration Removal Centre since August 2021 co-ordinated by the Justice and 
Peace Co-ordinating Council.  We believe detaining women who are asking for a safe place 
to live goes against our faith; we are asked to welcome the stranger and feed the hungry. 
This is an opportunity to give witness and pray for the women detained there. You are very 
welcome to join us there or to pray with us from home. The address of the centre is Corbridge 
Road, Medomsley  DH8 6QY .Future dates planned are December 4th, February 5th, March 
5th (there will not be an in person vigil in January).  For more details including a copy of the 

prepared liturgy please contact Liz Archibald at lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com  

Evangelisation - The Joy of the Gospel. “Joy adapts and changes, but it always endures, 
even as a flicker of light born of our personal certainty that, when everything is said and done, 
we are infinitely loved”. Evangelii Gaudium, the Joy of the Gospel, looks at the new 
evangelisation for the transmission of the faith and has chapters on the following subjects: 
The Church’s Missionary Transformation; The Crisis of Communal Commitment; The 
Proclamation of the Gospel; The Social Dimension of Evangelization; Spirit-Filled 
Evangelizers. The full text of Evangelii Gaudium can be downloaded here. Quick 

Link: Sharing the Faith. 

“Women at the Periphery taking Centre Stage” is the title of a forthcoming conference 
of Catholic women at Ushaw from Friday 25 November to Sunday 27 November 2022.  
A weekend of women walking together on the synodal path and the organisers describe it as 
“an invitation to Catholic women to connect, support and share knowledge with one another.” 
They add: “As the Catholic Church embraces a more synodal way of working we would love 
to have you join us so we can learn from one another.” Speakers include: Dr Pat Jones of 
the Centre for Catholic Studies at Durham University, Karen Kilby, Bede Chair of Theology 
at Durham University,Sr Maria Kolby, from the General Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops. 
There is no cost for the event but contributions will be appreciated. To book, email Barbara 

Cookson: nbcwtreasurer@gmail.com. Or Click here to download the booking form. 

Diocesan Courses and Events - The following courses are available: 

New dates have been announced for Liturgy courses for formation and Days of Reflection in 

the Autumn. The following courses are available: 

Saturday 26 November 2022 – Day of Reflection for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion. View here. 

Reflections  

Diocesan Weekly reflections can be 

found by clicking here.  

Examen - Please follow the links to 
go to Pray as You Go: Saturday Examen   
33rd  Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Prayers - If you would like to request 
prayers from the parish community for 
someone who is sick, or recently 
deceased, please click on the links below 
and complete the necessary forms. This 
will enable their names to be included in 

private prayer and during various Masses.  

For Prayers for the Sick   

For Prayers for the Deceased  

or ring 0191 4163583   

Finance - Standing Order forms and 
Gift Aid forms are available by clicking on 

the following links:  

For St John XXIII        For St Joseph’s  

or ring 0191 4163583.  

Sick and Recently 

Deceased - To view the sick and 

recently deceased list please click here.   

Parish Newsletter If you have 

any comments you wish to make about the 

Parish Newsletter, please click here. 

For the latest information, 

please go to any of the following 

Websites: 

Parish of St John XXIII  

Parish of St Joseph’s   

Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle  

All the Links you will ever 

need! 

Please click here or Scan the 

QR Code with your mobile 

phone to go to a site containing 

All the Links You’ll Ever Need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To post a notice on this 
Newsletter, please click here 

mailto:coneill39@yahoo.com
https://diocesehn.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3876d1eea6cea3c64a6f6b7cf&id=4b20b1f75b&e=2f220f0977
mailto:marjory.knowles@gmail.com
https://diocesehn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/CSTNewsletterNov2022.pdf
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/year-of-the-eucharist/#booklet
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/year-of-the-eucharist/#booklet
mailto:lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2019/07/evangelii-gaudium-EN.pdf
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/sharing-the-faith/
mailto:nbcwtreasurer@gmail.com
https://diocesehn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Conference_Booking_Formv4.docx
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/day-of-reflection-for-extraordinary-ministers-of-holy-communion-3/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/
https://pray-as-you-go.org/player/2022-11-12
https://pray-as-you-go.org/player/2022-11-13
https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/afyRYBHHR8
https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/QEabOaHslS
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nLt97ZhfuydGN9VFmTH9G2nRL3SmwR_o/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xt5s8cqeGbeM7qQPUfnz-vkeyJzmPOTg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w-kNpYKYjGmkI6NeKMwGym4JUeptRc0H/view?usp=sharing
https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/QCrsjDRKbn
https://www.washingtoncatholic.org.uk/
http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d6X-d5ymsrFS4neMdcFgf01caiql7M6S/view?usp=sharing
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