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 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, 5th - 6th November 2022, Year C 

Saturday  

5th November 

St Faustina 

Kowalska 

St Joseph 5pm Norman Harris 

St Bede 5pm Lisa Marie Taylor 

Sunday  

6th November 

32nd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time  

St John Boste 9.30am The Bengston & Burdis Families 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am 
The One Year Anniversary of Linda Harrigan 

going into Heaven 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Special Intention 

Parishes of St John XXIII & St Joseph, Birtley 
Incorporating: Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington;  

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw; St Bede, Usworth;  

St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph, Birtley 

Administrator: Audrey Huntley 0191 4163583  sj23office01@gmail.com  

In the Partnership of Benedict  

Fr Jim O’Keefe                  0191 416 3805 

Fr Uchenna Odenigbo 0191 416 3583 

Fr Martin Wheaton         0737 736 7189 

Fr Vincent Waiga         0191 416 3583 

Deacon Frank O’Neill        0779 115 5845 

Deacon Peter Lavery  0730 505 9297 

Deacon Tony Joy          0779 989 3419  

My sister loved Elvis!  

Her “love” of Elvis was well known to everyone she knew. She was going to marry him! As the years rolled by, she bought all his 

records, watched all his films, grieved for him, visited Graceland and she eventually married a schoolteacher! 

When she died, her husband of 39 years asked, “Will she wait for me? What if she happens to meet Elvis in Heaven before I get there? 

Will she go off with him?” I hope that my answer, at the time, reassured him. 

However, in our readings today, we are reassured that there will be a resurrection. Not only for our souls but our bodies too. Our 

bodies will not be in the same exact image as when on earth, but a transformed body, that will never die again once reunited with our 

souls. As Christians we see the primary aim of marriage is to have children, to continue the species. In Heaven, this is no longer an issue, 

as no one dies, so marriage is no longer necessary. So, I am sure my sister will recognise God’s love in all the resurrected that she meets 

in Heaven, and that her relationship with God and all our family will be deepened, but I doubt that Elvis will be waiting in his “blue 

suede shoes” to whisk her away! 

Unlike the Sadducees in today’s reading, my brother-in-law wasn’t trying to catch me out. As a non-believer looking into the Christian 

world, death, resurrection, eternal life and Heaven, all seems too much to comprehend. And yet, his love for my sister and the hope of 

being reunited with her when he eventually died, made him want to believe, though perhaps not for the right reasons.  

As my sister and I were growing up, we would often be told by my Mum and teachers, “the only certainty in life is death, but our Hope 
is in the Resurrection”. Mum usually followed this by saying, “Live each day as though it is your last chance to get through the Pearly 
Gates!” There is nothing like Motherly, eternal bribery to get you to think before you act! However, as always, she was right. As we 
journey through our earthly life, we prepare for eternal life by learning to love God and each other.  

November is a time when we especially remember all our friends and family who have died and have “passed through the Pearly 
Gates” and have been rewarded with eternal life. As we pray for them, hopefully, we will be looking forward to joining them and seeing 
God’s face, when our preparations for eternal life are over.                                                                                                 Elizabeth Everett  

mailto:sj23office01@gmail.com
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Mass Times & Intentions  -  Week Beginning Monday 7th November 2022 

Day Church Time Intention 

Monday 7th November 

St Willibrord 
Our Lady Queen of Peace 7pm Peter J McQuillan 7th Anniversary 

Tuesday 8th November 

All Saints of Wales 
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am 

The Repose of the Soul Gerard 

McCabe 

St Joseph 7pm Christopher Hattam  

Wednesday 9th November 

The Dedication of the 

Lateran Basilica 

St Bede 10am 
Barney & Connie Casey & 

Christopher Bartley (Deceased)  

St John Boste 7pm The People of the Parish 

Thursday 10th November 

St Leo the Great 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Stephen Graham 

St Joseph 12 noon Thomas Finnigan 

Friday 11th November 

St Martin of Tours 

St John Boste 10am John Barker 

St Joseph 10am Remembrance Mass 

Saturday 12th November Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Joseph, Billy & Rosa Bourke 

St Joseph 5pm Patrick Riordan St Josaphat 

St Bede 5pm Billy Craggs (Deceased) 

Sunday 13th November  

33rd Sunday in Ordinary 

Time  and Remembrance 

Sunday 

St John Boste 9.30am Eleanor & Maldwyn Roberts 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Jim Morris 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Margaret Glesson 

First Reading: Rising to New Life  

2 Maccabees 7: 1-2. 9-14  

 There were seven brothers who were arrested with their mother. 

The king tried to force them to taste pig’s flesh, which the Law 

forbids, by torturing them with whips and scourges. One of them, 

acting as spokesman for the others, said, “What are you trying to 

find out from us? We are prepared to die rather than break the Law 

of our ancestors.” With his last breath the second brother exclaimed, 

“Inhuman fiend, you may discharge us from this present life, but the 

King of the world will raise us up, since it is for his laws that we die, 

to live again for ever.” After him, they amused themselves with the 

third, who on being asked for his tongue promptly thrust it out and 

boldly held out his hands, with these honourable words, “It was 

heaven that gave me these limbs; for the sake of his laws I disdain 

them; from him I hope to receive them again.” The king and his 

attendants were astounded at the young man’s courage and his 

utter indifference to suffering. When this one was dead they 

subjected the fourth to the same savage torture. When he neared 

his end he cried, “Ours is the better choice, to meet death at men’s 

hands, yet relying on God’s promise that we shall be raised up by 

him; whereas for you there can be no resurrection, no new life.”  

Response to the Psalm: I shall be filled, when I awake, with the 

sight of your glory, O Lord.  

Second Reading: The Lord is Faithful  

2 Thessalonians 2:16 - 3:5 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and 

God our Father who has given us his love and, through his grace, 

such inexhaustible comfort and such sure hope, comfort you and 

strengthen you in everything good that you do or say. Finally, 

brothers, pray for us; pray that the Lord’s message may spread 

quickly, and be received with honour as it was among you; and pray 

that we may be preserved from the interference of bigoted and evil 

people, for faith is not given to everyone. But the Lord is faithful, and 

he will give you strength and guard you from the evil one, and we, in 

the Lord, have every confidence that you are doing and will go on 

doing all that we tell you. May the Lord turn your hearts towards the 

love of God and the fortitude of Christ  

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! Stay awake, praying at 

all times for the strength to stand with confidence before the 

Son of Man Alleluia!  

The Gospel: The Sadducees’ Riddle  

Luke 20:27-38 Some Sadducees - those who say that there is no 

resurrection - approached Jesus and they put this question to him, 

“Master, we have it from Moses in writing, that if a man’s married 

brother dies childless, the man must marry the widow to raise up 

children for his brother. Well, then, there were seven brothers. The 

first, having married a wife, died childless. The second and then the 

third married the widow. And the same with all seven, they died 

leaving no children. Finally the woman herself died.  

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0JZQb4YxMN
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Now, at the resurrection, to which of them will she be wife since 

she had been married to all seven?” Jesus replied, “The children of 

this world take wives and husbands, but those who are judged 

worthy of a place in the other world and in the resurrection from the 

dead do not marry because they can no longer die, for they are the 

same as the angels, and being children of the resurrection they are 

sons of God. And Moses himself implies that the dead rise again, 

in the passage about the bush where he calls the Lord the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. Now he is God, 

not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all men are in fact alive.”  
The Sadducees’  

Since they did not believe in the resurrection or any sort of life after 

death, the Sadducees are trying to make fun of Jesus. By the 

Levirate Law of Judaism, if I marry and die without begetting a son, 

my nearest male relative is bound to marry my widow and raise up 

a son in my name to carry on my line. The Sadducees’ neat 

mockery is to ask what happens if this is repeated seven times 

(and worse than that, for the perfect number ‘seven’ means ‘ad 

infinitum’). Jesus, again with typical neatness, turns their argument 

back upon them by returning to that key text of scripture when God 

replies to Moses at the Burning Bush. Not only is this reply in the 

present tense, ‘I am (still) the God of patriarchs long dead’, but it is 

the fundamental text which guarantees God’s rescue and 

protection of, and his presence with, his people through thick and 

thin. This is one more instance of Jesus’ deep knowledge and 

mastery of scripture, of the way that he can transcend the flippant 

and superficial arguments of his opponents and make plain the 

deep and true sense of these holy texts. To God no one is ‘dead 

and gone’; we all remain safe in his hands. What does it mean to 

you to be a ‘child’ of the resurrection? 
Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 

© Copyright 2022 The Wednesday Word Trust 
 What’s On in the Parish 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  - From Wednesday 23rd November 
at 6.00-700 at St Bede’s (depending on volunteers being available 
to put on the heating and open up!) one of the priests in our parish 
will be available for the celebration of Reconciliation (‘Confession’ 
in old money) for anyone would like to celebrate. We will be 
available after mass in the other 3 churches after one of the 
morning masses in each of our other Churches.  It is over two and 
a half years since we have celebrated in such a way.  I wonder if 
the ‘gap’ has helped us appreciate that God loves us come what 
may, that the Sacrament is a celebration of compassion and 
forgiveness, not a ‘list’ to be remembered.  After mass this 
weekend, there will be a short leaflet available for anyone who 
wants one, to help us think about a slightly new way of 
celebrating.  We’re all sinners, no doubt about that, but equally, 
we’re all loved by God – no doubt about that either…looking 
forward to seeing you sometime to enjoy and celebrate the simple 
fact that God loves us! Please take a leaflet, and have a careful 

look… - it’ll give you the times and places for the new timetable for 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.   ‘Never say never… and never 
say Always’.  So let’s see how this goes until Easter next year and 
then see if anything needs to be reviewed.  Take care and God 

bless   Jim O’Keefe  

November - Remembrance Month - The month of November is 
traditionally a time in which the Catholic community remembers 
those who have died. The Church uses this end of the year period, 
leading up to the beginning of Advent, as a time to think about the 
end of earthly life and all things, and the transition into a new 
heavenly life. Requests for support following a close bereavement 
continue to come in via our dedicated Bereavement Listening 
Service, but also from people who have heard about our work from 
other people such as friends or parishioners. A person living in 
Bristol who had seen the information on our Diocesan website 
contacted us and we were able to put them in touch with someone 

in their Diocese. 

On Wednesday 9 November, two members of our team are leading 
a Day of Consolation at Minsteracres for those who are bereaved. 
Please visit Accompaniment in Difficult Times for more information, 
prayers and resources. 
Christmas at St Bede’s - Christmas cards, calendars, diaries and 
gifts will be on sale in the church porch every Wednesday and 

Saturday from 9th November.  

Year of the Eucharist - This Diocesan Year aims to celebrate the 
Eucharist at the heart of the life and mission of the Church and to 
gather people back to the Mass and the Sacraments. The 
Diocesan vision for this time is that we grow in our love and 
appreciation of the Eucharist, that we deepen our appreciation of 
its celebration through the liturgy. We hope to revitalise and renew 
our faith through a deepening of prayer and Eucharistic devotion 
inspiring us to go out and to serve the world through the 
nourishment we receive. Bishop Robert will officially close the Year 
of the Eucharist at the 11.30am Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral, 
Newcastle on Sunday 20 November, the feast of Christ the King. 

Further resources will be available on the Diocesan website. 

Fairtrade Christmas Cards - A selection of Fairtrade Christmas 
cards will be on display at St John Boste until the end of 

November, along with an order form for those placing an order.  

Coffee Morning update—Thank you to everyone who helped with 
the CAFOD coffee morning last Saturday, One hundred and sixty 

five pounds was raised. 

Baptism preparation - We are in the process of introducing a 
structured programme to prepare families for the baptism of their 
children. For this to be successful we need more people involved. 
We have an excellent team who have done this in recent years 
who will help anyone who is new. If you are interested or have any 

questions please contact Tony Joy (07799 893419). 

CAFOD World Gifts 
There are a small number of CAFOD World Gift catalogues at the 
back of church. if you wish to consider a different way of giving to 
friends and family this Christmas and which will make an enormous 
difference to the lives of our sisters and brothers around the world. 
Please take a catalogue home and return it if you can when you 
are finished. You can also go online to view the products available. 
Just go to www.cafod.org.uk/worldgifts where you can personalise 
your gift including an illustrated card with a presentation gift 
envelope, e cards or print at home cards. Orders must be received 
by no later than 15 December 2022. Thank you.  

Masses are live-streamed daily at 10am everyday, except 
Monday when Mass is live-streamed at 7pm 

Please click the link https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw to 
view  from one of our Churches.  

In addition, we live-stream Mass from St Joseph’s, Birtley on:   
Tuesday at 6.45pm; Thursday at 12 Noon; Saturday at 5pm. 

To access live streaming from St Joseph’s Birtley, please click the 

link https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley. 

https://diocesehn.org.uk/news/vicariate-for-faith-mission-update-november-2022/#bereavement
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/accompaniment-in-difficult-times/
https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley
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Other News  

Pilgrimage to Lisieux, Nevers and Lourdes - Led by Fr Marc Lyden-Smith. 25th July - 
4th August 2023. Leaving from St Mary Magdalen's Church, Seaham by Luxury Coach. Two 
nights in Lisieux, one night in Nevers and 6 nights in Lourdes, joining the diocesan 
pilgrimage. One night in Le Mans on the way home. Full Board and Accommodation. Cost 

1,000 pounds. For a booking form please email: st.michaels@sky.com 

The Diocesan Church Music Association (DCMA) - The DCMA has a new webpage. 
Please click here to find out about the team behind our Diocesan Church Music Association 
and the services and resources available to support many aspects of church music across 
the Diocese. 
Catholic Social Teaching have their own monthly newsletter bringing a variety of 
information from its members of how CST has helped them and examples of CST in action 
around the Diocese. You can read or download the latest issue (Nov  2022) now. 
Reflections on Saints associated with the Eucharist - Written by the Seminarians of the 
Diocese and with artwork from Fr John Bagnall, Reflections on Saints associated with the 
Eucharist is a resource which explores the lives of seven saints and their relationships with 
the Eucharist. The reflections and artwork are available to read and download on the Year of 
the Eucharist page. 
Prayer Vigil at Derwentside Immigration Removal Centre (DIRC) We continue to hold 
monthly prayer vigils outside the barrier to Derwentside Immigration Removal Centre. The 
purpose is to pray for the women who are detained there, to stand in solidarity with them and 
to witness by our presence that their detention is inhumane, unjust and incompatible with our 
faith which calls us to recognise the unique dignity of each person. All are welcome to come 
along to a short prayer service which incorporates a time of silence. The postcode for the 
Centre on Corbridge Road, Medomsley is DH8 6QY. If you are unable to join in person, 
please join in prayer from home at 3.00pm. Future dates planned are Sundays 6 
November and 4 December. Visit the Justice and Peace webpage where you will find 
more details, including an online version of the prayer vigil (view here), or email Liz 

Archibald: lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com. 

Evangelisation - The Joy of the Gospel. “Joy adapts and changes, but it always endures, 
even as a flicker of light born of our personal certainty that, when everything is said and done, 
we are infinitely loved”. Evangelii Gaudium, the Joy of the Gospel, looks at the new 
evangelisation for the transmission of the faith and has chapters on the following subjects: 
The Church’s Missionary Transformation; The Crisis of Communal Commitment; The 
Proclamation of the Gospel; The Social Dimension of Evangelization; Spirit-Filled 
Evangelizers. The full text of Evangelii Gaudium can be downloaded here. Quick 
Link: Sharing the Faith. 
Interfaith Week 13 to 20 November - Interfaith Week begins on Remembrance Sunday and 
runs until the following Sunday. This provides the opportunity for other weekend events to 
take place as well as those linked to Remembrance Sunday. Remembrance Sunday was 
chosen to encourage people to remember together the contributions of all faiths and none, 
and to consider how best to create a just peaceful and harmonious world. Interfaith Week 
ends on Mitzvah Day, which is Jewish led and aims to bring together people of all ages, faiths 
and backgrounds to volunteer side by side to build understanding and friendship. Please 
check our Diocesan webpage, the local press, parish newsletters for information regarding 
Interfaith Week activities taking place near you. 
Diocesan Courses and Events - The following courses are available: 
Saturday 12 November 2022 – Study Day for Children’s Liturgy of the Word. Booking 
Deadline: Tuesday 8 November (or when full). The day will take place on Saturday 12 
November from 10.00am – 3.30pm at St Joseph’s, Gateshead. Attendees are required to 
have endorsement from their parish priest. Your parish will be invoiced directly. Please 
ensure you have checked eligibility to attend this event with your parish office prior to 
booking. You may offer a donation by arrangement with your parish. Please bring a packed 
lunch with you. All enquiries should be made via your parish office or 
email: adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk. 

Saturday 26 November 2022 – Day of Reflection for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion. View here. 

You can find details of all Courses and Days of Reflection by clicking here. 

White Ribbon Sunday - Supporting Victims of Domestic Violence White Ribbon Sunday 
is in support of victims of domestic violence, which will take place in Hexham Abbey on 
Sunday 20 November at 4.30pm.  

Reflections  

Diocesan Weekly reflections can be 

found by clicking here.  

Examen - Please follow the links to 
go to Pray as You Go: Saturday Examen   
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Prayers - If you would like to request 
prayers from the parish community for 
someone who is sick, or recently 
deceased, please click on the links below 
and complete the necessary forms. This 
will enable their names to be included in 

private prayer and during various Masses.  

For Prayers for the Sick   

For Prayers for the Deceased  

or ring 0191 4163583   

Finance - Standing Order forms and 
Gift Aid forms are available by clicking on 

the following links:  

For St John XXIII        For St Joseph’s  

or ring 0191 4163583.  

Sick and Recently 

Deceased - To view the sick and 

recently deceased list please click here.   

Parish Newsletter If you have 

any comments you wish to make about the 

Parish Newsletter, please click here. 

For the latest information, 

please go to any of the following 

Websites: 

Parish of St John XXIII  

Parish of St Joseph’s   

Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle  

All the Links you will ever 

need! 

Please click here or Scan the 

QR Code with your mobile 

phone to go to a site containing 

All the Links You’ll Ever Need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To post a notice on this 
Newsletter, please click here 
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