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Phonics at St Joseph’s Catholic Infant & Junior Schools 

At St Joseph’s Catholic Infant & Junior Schools we have fully implemented the Rocket Phonics programme to deliver 

our daily phonics lessons. Rocket Phonics is taught daily in Early Years and Key Stage 1 classes (Reception to Year 2), 

and elements of the programme are taught in Year 3, cohort depending. Rocket Phonics combines the alphabetic code 

knowledge and skills that are needed to learn to read fluently and at speed. This approach will embed phonics in 

context and support a love of reading and writing from the outset.  

In Alex Quigley’s ‘Closing the Reading Gap’ (2002), he references a Department for Education poll, whereby out of 

2,685 parents, only a third (31%) of children were able to read at home on a daily basis. Therefore, it is right and 

proper that St. Joseph’s have taken a strategic approach to the teaching of reading – knowing that, at present, our 

children have had a variety of different pre-school and nursery experiences.  

We appreciate that some children will come to school with a familiar repertoire of sounds knowing some alphabetical 

grapheme/phoneme correspondence; however, we also recognise that some children will begin school, without any 

knowledge, or indeed may have arrived at St. Joseph’s without any or little English speaking ability.  

It is with this in mind that we procured a scheme which is purposely systematic – focuses on the key skills of blending 

sounds for day 1, vs segmenting sounds for day 2 and has excellent training, resources and professional development 

available to parents and staff alike.   

The Teaching of Phonics  
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The Teaching of Phonics 

EYFS  

In Reception, pupils are formally introduced to phonics lessons. Pupils are introduced to the letter sounds and a 

mnemonic system to support letter-sound correspondence.  

The pupils develop their phonological awareness through listening carefully in a variety of contexts before beginning 

to learn initial sounds and then use this knowledge to blend sounds to read words. In addition to this, pupils will 

complete a pupil practice booklet, where the focus is on identifying the letter shape and letter formation. Pupils will 

focus on two graphemes per week.  

The teaching sequence is outlined below.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage One  

In Key Stage 1, pupils will continue to develop their knowledge of letter sounds (grapheme-phoneme 

correspondences), this will be taught through high quality daily phonics lessons. Tricky words (common exception 

words) are taught in a phased sequence every Friday. Spellings (which are sent home and tested every Monday), are 

linked to the teaching of phonics to embed the learning of the sounds taught that week.  
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Year 2  

In Year 2, children do not learn any new letter-sounds. Instead, they consolidate their knowledge of sounds by revisiting 

all the alphabetic code from Reception and Year 1. The alphabetic code is revised by grouping it by individual phoneme 

and looking at the different ways of spelling that sound (an example would be the sound /ai/ which can be spelt in a 

variety of different ways; ay, a-e, a). In Year 2, we introduce cursive handwriting and explicitly cover National 

Curriculum spelling requirements.  Year 1 & 2 follow a set teaching sequence and will complete a pupil practice booklet 

daily.   

Weekly Structure 2 letter sounds a week  

Monday - New sound with blending focus. 

Tuesday - Repeat sound with segmenting focus. 

Wednesday - New sound with blending focus. 

Thursday - Repeat sound with segmenting focus. 

Friday - Common exception words/Tricky words (consolidation, assessment & enrichment). 

Key Stage Two  

In Year 3, pupils will continue to work on spelling patterns and rules through whole class teaching. If a child is identified 

as working below age related expectations, phonics intervention will be devised and carried out by a teaching assistant. 

This will be planned and monitored by the class teacher. Regular assessment will identify specific gaps. Pupils will 

continue to read a phonics home reader, alongside their home reading book. The Rocket Phonics programmes moves 

from phonological input to spelling pattern input.  Pupils receive access to daily phonics lessons, and where necessary, 

additional input, or intervention on top of this, using the programme linked to the child’s development.  

Website - Online resources available:  

Big books - Used during lessons, 3 per year group. Each double page introduces a new grapheme. These books can be 

accessed on IPADS 

.  

 

Pen tool; 

Allows you to 

comment, 

highlight book. 

  

List icon; 

Of sounds taught 

throughout the book and 

what page they can be 

found on. 

Speech bubble; 

Automatic reading 

of the book.  

Game console 

relevant to the 

lesson. 

Cards with @- Digital 

flashcards 
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Flashcards - Printable Pdfs and interactive flashcards. Decks represent each half term. Decodable words on back. 

Pupil booklets- Electronic versions of children exercise book. 

Friezes - Can be used for flashcards. 

Sound mats - Printable for visual support. 

I can blend sheets - Words matching each stage of each level. 

Teaching guides - Baseline and half termly assessments. 

Target practice readers - Can be used the same as the big books with most of the tools (no game console or interactive 

flashcards). 

• Cover and teaching notes available for each book. 

• Each book has an activity, could be used as a morning activity or homework. 

• Read aloud with children following in their own copy, ask them to read.  

• Comprehension questions at the end of book 

• Quiz at the end that you could do as a class. 

• Rocket phonics - Books that are sent home with the children. These can be used on the IWB for 

intervention or shared reading.  

Pupil Practice Work Booklets 

The Pupil Practice Booklets enable children to practise and apply blending and segmenting skills at letter-sound, word, 

sentence and text levels. These are available as printed booklets for the children to complete. A read-only version is 

available digitally for teacher/parent to reference and display when explaining the activities to the children  

Pupil Practice Booklet 1 - 3 - Reception  

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil Practice Booklet 4 – 6 - Year 1&2  
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Rocket Phonics Next Steps 

Rocket Phonics Next Steps is the continuation of Rocket Phonics, a fully resourced, Systematic Synthetic Phonics 

programme that provides you with everything you need to teach children to read and write. It provides a combination 

of digital and printed resources, and a matched series of levelled reading books. As the resources are provided digitally 

within the Rocket Phonics Next Steps Online subscription, it is an ideal resource for school-based and remote teaching 

and learning. This blends the gap between the teaching of phonological patterns to what is commonly referred to as 

spelling in Key Stage 2.  

Pupil Practice Booklet 7- 11  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Educational Needs or Disability Provision 

At St Joseph’s Catholic Infant and Junior Schools, we pride ourselves on inclusion and high-quality teaching to support 

the learning of children with SEND. The aim of Rocket Phonics is to ensure that all children are included in the main 

teaching input, with additional resources provided to support these children. Where necessary, pupils may receive 

differentiated tasks or additional adult support to enable them to access the curriculum at a level that is suited to their 

ability. Our approach coupled with tailored intervention and support strategies will promote high expectations that 

will be maintained for pupils with SEND and we seek to develop pupil independence as much as possible and will boost 

reading attainment and progress. 

The Rocket Phonics strategy ensures that each child is exposed to quality-first teaching in the classroom, with the 

phonics practice workbook supporting pupils’ phonological acquisition. Should a child have a special educational need, 

then the child should still access the main body of the lesson for their cohort, receiving exposure to the whole-class 

teaching and learning input. However, their independent task would be adapted to suit their individual practice needs 

and these pupils should access the corresponding booklet for their stage of development (in the in-class session) and, 

where necessary, this would be supported by an adult.  

By using this methodology, we ensure that the children most in need of support, get exposure to high-quality teaching 

and learning, but at the same time, are not capped a ceiling which is repetitive and limiting.  

However, we recognise that on some occasions, pupils will need additional phonics input or intervention outside of 

the phonics lesson – and when this is required, we endeavour to keep pupils’ in core subjects and will only take them 

out for intervention if it is absolutely necessary.  

Phonics Home Reading Scheme   

Pupils have opportunities to apply their phonic knowledge using phonetically decodable books from the Rising Stars 

Scheme. The sequence of reading books builds upon their progression that closely matches the school’s phonics 
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programme. Once the pupils are secure with the new content that has been taught, they are able to read the books 

from that set (within the phase of sounds they are learning), to develop such skills as: blending for reading and common 

exception words recognition and fluency. Where possible, one to one reading at home – should be approximately 

three weeks behind the classroom teaching. Home readers should be at a level they are consolidating and celebrating. 

However, St. Joseph’s recognise that there will be some exceptional cases which go outside of this strategy for example 

- when pupils have demonstrated a good grasp of sight vocabulary and may be reading over and above what is being 

taught in the classroom.  

Our School Reading books 

Our Rising Stars Reading Planet books are suitable for shared, guided and independent reading depending on the 

session focus and reading profiles of the children. 

 • Target Practice reading books follow the teaching order of the alphabetic code in a bitesize progression, which are 

perfect for using directly alongside the Rocket Phonics programme (in school books). 

• Rocket Phonics follows the teaching order of the alphabetic code in larger groups of sounds, which is perfect for 

complementing the Rocket Phonics programme.  

• Galaxy are largely but not fully decodable, perfect to enrich the vocabulary and experience of fast-to-learn readers.  

• Comet Street Kids are largely but not fully decodable, which are again, perfect to enrich the vocabulary and 

experience of fast-to-learn readers. 

Weekly Home Reading for Key Stage 1 

All home reading books and reading diaries across Early Years, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 should be returned to 

school on a daily basis so that the class teacher can hear a child read and document this in pupils’ home reading diaries.  

Early Years - x2 books sent home on a Monday and a Friday 

Key Stage 1 - x2 books to be sent home on a Monday. One of these books will be a book that might have sounds 

children will not know but to promote a love for reading we would like you to share these books at home together 

as a family. x1 phonic book to be sent home on a Friday. 

Key Stage 2 – When pupils are still following the school reading programme, they should receive x2 books a week; 

however, we recognise that as their reading habits change, and they progress to reading longer novels, then the 

frequency of the ‘change’ of books will change.  

Assessment  

All pupils are baseline assessed. This enables our teachers to target individual pupils or groups of pupils, but it also 

enables staff to identify their classes phonetic level and starting point. The baseline assessment covers range of both 

oral and written segmenting and blending tasks, as well as comprehension and letter formation. This assessment is 

completed in the autumn term.   

Following this, pupils will be assessed formatively, (ongoing assessments daily and weekly) and summatively, on a half 

termly basis. This again, allows staff to identify ‘target’ areas which they need to revisit and revise or identify pupils 

who require further challenge.  
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EYFS Assessment Schedule  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage One Assessment Schedule  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 phonics Screening Check  

Pupils in Year 1 will also complete the Phonics Screening Check in June, which is a statutory requirement for all pupils. 

The purpose of this test is to assess the child’s phonics knowledge, as well as examine whether they can decode 20 

real and 20 pseudo (alien) words using his/her phonic knowledge. This will help teachers to assess if the child is at 

expected standard for a child at end of Year 1. If in the event a pupil does not reach the expected standard, they will 

repeat the test in Year 2. Interventions will be timetabled to support the pupil. 
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2019_phonics_pupils_materials_standard.pdf 

2018_phonics_pupils_materials_standard.pdf.pdf 

2017_phonics_screening_check_pupils__materials_-_standard.pdf 

2016_Phonics_screening_check_pupils__materials_-_standard__STA167501e_.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

file:///C:/Users/KateSwaddle2Gatedu/Downloads/2019_phonics_pupils_materials_standard.pdf
file:///C:/Users/KateSwaddle2Gatedu/Downloads/2018_phonics_pupils_materials_standard.pdf.pdf
file:///C:/Users/KateSwaddle2Gatedu/Downloads/2017_phonics_screening_check_pupils__materials_-_standard.pdf
file:///C:/Users/KateSwaddle2Gatedu/Downloads/2016_Phonics_screening_check_pupils__materials_-_standard__STA167501e_.pdf
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Appendix One 

Terminology 
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Appendix Two 

Additional information 

The Systematic Synthetic Phonic Teaching Principles (SSPTP) 

 

Knowledge of alphabetic code 

• See the letters, say the sounds for reading.  

• Hear the sounds, recall the letters for spelling. 

• Automatically and quick.  

 

Skill of blending  

• Oral blending  

• Modelled blending   

• Supported blending  

• Independent blending at word, sentence, and text levels. 
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Skill of Segmenting  

• Oral segmenting  

• Modelled segmenting  

• Supported segmenting  

• Knowing which spelling alternative to use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skill of handwriting  

• Pencil hold  

• Letter formation  

• Positioning on a writing line  

• Print before cursive  
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