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 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time, 29 - 30 October 2022, Year C 

Saturday  

29th October 

St John Paul II 

St Joseph 5pm Brian & Susan Towns 

St Bede 5pm Clare & Stephen Bottoms (Deceased) 

Sunday  

30th October 

31st Sunday in 

Ordinary Time  

St John Boste 9.30am Gerard Dent 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Eddy Donkin 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Gerard McCabe 

Parishes of St John XXIII & St Joseph, Birtley 
Incorporating: Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington;  

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw; St Bede, Usworth;  

St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph, Birtley 

Administrator: Audrey Huntley 0191 4163583  sj23office01@gmail.com  

In the Partnership of Benedict  

Fr Jim O’Keefe                  0191 416 3805 

Fr Uchenna Odenigbo 0191 416 3583 

Fr Martin Wheaton         0737 736 7189 

Fr Vincent Waiga         0191 416 3583 

Deacon Frank O’Neill        0779 115 5845 

Deacon Peter Lavery  0730 505 9297 

Deacon Tony Joy          0779 989 3419  

Judged by People, But Loved and Admired by God. 
On Tuesday 25 October Rishi Sunak, the Ex-chancellor became the UK’s third Tory prime minister in less than two months and the fifth in 
six years.  
The world media was awash with messages of Congratulations to Rishi Sunak on becoming Prime Minister and making history as Britain's 
first prime minister of colour, the first person to lead the U.K. who professes a faith other than Christianity, the youngest prime minister, at 
42, and the Richest Prime Minister in History.  
“Does Rishi Sunak’s £730m fortune make him too rich to be PM?” asks Rupert Neate, the Wealth correspondent, the Guardian 
Newspaper, in his article on Saturday, 22 October, edition. Rupert concluded then that “If Rishi Sunak becomes prime minister, it will be 
the first time in history that the occupants of No 10 Downing Street will be richer than the monarch in Buckingham Palace… Sunak and his 
wife, Akshata Murty, are sitting on a combined fortune of about £730m – roughly double the estimated £300m-£350m wealth of King 
Charles III and Camilla, Queen Consort.”  
The Labour leader, Keir Starmer, said Sunak is “completely out of touch on everyday struggles.” Starmer questions the ability  of super-rich 
politicians to relate to the public amid the cost of living crisis. Seriously! Could the rich ever make it to public service? Make it to heaven?    
Today’s Gospel presents the story of the instantaneous conversion of the rich tax collector, Zacchaeus. An appreciation of the backstory 
to this encounter is helpful.  
In Luke 18:18, a rich ruler came to Jesus and asked, ‘Good Master, what do I have to do to inherit eternal life?’ But he went  away sad after 
learning that he would have to sacrifice his riches. Jesus looked at him and said, ‘How hard it is for those who have riches to make their 
way into the kingdom of God! His disciples wondered aloud, ‘In that case who can be saved?’ Jesus assured them, “What is impossible for 
men is possible for God” (18:18-27).  
This incident leads naturally to our Gospel lesson, the story of Zacchaeus, a rich man who found salvation when he surrendered himself to 
the grace of God. The rich ruler was too attached to his possessions to give them to the poor. The repentant Zacchaeus, on the other 
hand, voluntarily pledged to give half his possessions to the poor and to make fourfold restitution to anyone he might have cheated. The 
story of Zacchaeus reinforces the lessons of the fifteenth chapter of Luke in which a lost sheep and a lost coin are found, and a lost son is 
embraced. It also demonstrates the fact that nobody is beyond the possibility of conversion.  
The story of the conversion of Zacchaeus ends with Jesus’ declaration, “the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
This man, who had previously been considered an outcast, was addressed by Jesus as a “son of Abraham.” And so would you and I be 
considered sons and daughters of Abraham.  
God continues to love us, even when we do not love Him in return. The readings of this Sunday focus on the love God has for all He has 
created, the love that overlooks sin so that we all have time for repentance. “I have come that you may have life and have it  to the full” 
Jesus said – John 10:10.                                                                                                                                                                Fr  Uchenna 

mailto:sj23office01@gmail.com
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Mass Times & Intentions  -  Week Beginning Monday 31st October 2022 

Day Church Time Intention 

Monday 31st October Our Lady Queen of Peace 7pm Dennis Wilson 

Tuesday 1st November 

All Saints Day 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Gerard McCabe 

St Joseph 10am Our Schoolchildren 

St Joseph 7pm 
Sister Margaret McMahon (60 years 
of Religious Life) 

Wednesday 2nd November 

All Souls 

St Bede 10am 
Deceased Members of the Legion of 

Mary 

St John Boste 7pm Tom & Jane Rutter & Family 

Thursday 3rd November 

St Winefride 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am People of the Parish 

St Joseph 12 noon Remembrance Mass 

Friday 4th November 

St Charles Borromeo  

St John Boste 10am Our Schoolchildren & Teachers 

St Joseph 10am Thressia Augustine 

Saturday 5th November Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Lisa Marie Taylor 

St Joseph 5pm Norman Harris St Faustina Kowalska 

St Bede 5pm Lisa Marie Taylor 

Sunday 6th November  

32nd Sunday in Ordinary 

Time  

St John Boste 9.30am The Bengston & Burdis Families 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am 
The One Year Anniversary of Linda 

Harrigan going into Heaven 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Special Intention 

First Reading: God’s Love for All  

Wisdom 11:22 - 12:2 

 In your sight, Lord, the whole world is like a grain of dust that tips 
the scales, like a drop of morning dew falling on the ground. Yet you 
are merciful to all, because you can do all things and overlook men’s 
sins so that they can repent. Yes, you love all that exists; you hold 
nothing of what you have made in abhorrence, for had you hated 
anything, you would not have formed it. And how, had you not willed 
it, could a thing persist, how be conserved if not called forth by you? 
You spare all things because all things are yours, Lord, lover of life, 
you whose imperishable spirit is in all. Little by little, therefore, you 
correct those who offend, you admonish and remind them of how 
they have sinned, so that they may abstain from evil and trust in 

you, Lord.  

Response to the Psalm: I will bless your name forever, O God 

my King.  

Second Reading: The Final Coming of the Lord  

2 Thessalonians 1:11 - 2:2  

My life is already being poured away as a libation, and the time has 
come for me to be gone. I have fought the good fight to the end; I 
have run the race to the finish; I have kept the faith; all there is to 
come now is the crown of righteousness reserved for me, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, will give to me on that Day; and not only 
to me but to all those who have longed for his Appearing. The first 
time I had to present my defence, there was not a single witness to 
support me. Every one of them deserted me - may they not be held 

accountable for it. But the Lord stood by me and gave me power, so 
that through me the whole message might be proclaimed for all the 
pagans to hear; and so I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The 
Lord will rescue me from all evil attempts on me, and bring me 
safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! Blessings on the King 

who comes, in the name of the Lord,! Peace in Heaven and 

Glory in the highest Heavens! Alleluia!  

The Gospel: Zacchaeus  

Luke 19:1-10  

Jesus entered Jericho and was going through the town when a man 
whose name was Zacchaeus made his appearance; he was one of 
the senior tax collectors and a wealthy man. He was anxious to see 
what kind of man Jesus was, but he was too short and could not see 
him for the crowd; so he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to 
catch a glimpse of Jesus who was to pass that way. When Jesus 
reached the spot he looked up and spoke to him: “Zacchaeus, come 
down. Hurry, because I must stay at your house today.” And he 
hurried down and welcomed him joyfully. They all complained when 
they saw what was happening. “He has gone to stay at a sinner’s 
house,” they said. But Zacchaeus stood his ground and said to the 
Lord, “Look, sir, I am going to give half my property to the poor, and 
if I have cheated anybody I will pay him back four times the amount.” 
And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, 
because this man too is a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has 

come to seek out and save what was lost.”  

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0JZQb4YxMN
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Zacchaeus  
The story of the rich little tax-collector of Jericho is always a 

favourite. It was a constant complaint of defenders of the Law and 

its prescriptions that Jesus kept disreputable company – tax-

collectors, lepers, Samaritans and prostitutes! He took part in their 

carousals and seemed to enjoy their company. Tax-collectors are 

never popular, and everyone thinks they are over-taxed. Under 

Roman rule the tax-farmers were moral outcasts, especially 

because they worked for the hated foreign dominators, and surely 

many added their own percentage to the tax demanded; Jesus 

does not seem even to mind that they were considered unclean. 

He does not wait for them to repent and approach him, but 

positively goes out to them and summons them into his company. 

Zacchaeus had given no sign of good intentions. This unpopular 

little man was simply inquisitive, wanting to see what Jesus looked 

like, not even trying to get near him. One can imagine his open-

mouthed and delighted amazement, perched in his sycamore-tree, 

as Jesus invited himself to supper over the heads of the 

intervening crowd. ‘Why should Jesus choose me?’ he might be 

thinking. No conditions are attached; he provides no immediate 

guarantee of good behaviour or repentance! Yet he is changed 

fundamentally and responds with generosity. So Jesus draws out 

our good intentions before we are even really aware of them 

ourselves. Jesus invites each of us to welcome him: how do 

we best respond? 
Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 

© Copyright 2022 The Wednesday Word Trust 

Remember the Clocks go back 1 hour this Sunday 

Special Collection – This Week – Clergy Training Fund 

Since the 1960’s we’ve all faced huge changes in our world. 

Remember when Mass was celebrated (or ‘said’ as we used to 

say) in Latin, when there were no Parish Finance Committees or 

no RCIA. All of our priests and deacons are having to adapt to a 

new and emerging Church. This Fund, which is open for a month, 

helps all our clergy to move with the times… 

 What’s On in the Parish 

November - Remembrance Month - In November we remember 
and pray for all our loved ones who have died. With the falling 
leaves in Autumn and the coldness of Winter, we are reminded by 
creation itself about the reality of death. However, for people of 
faith death is not the end, it is the gateway to new life thanks to the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Our Parish Remembrance 
Masses will be celebrated as follows: Wednesday 2nd November, 
10am at St Bede’s and 7pm at St John Boste. Friday 11th 
November, 10am at Our Blessed Lady Immaculate and St 

Joseph’s and 7pm at Our Lady Queen of Peace.  

Adoration of the  Blessed Sacrament - Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Church will be open on  Friday  afternoons, 2 pm to 3 pm for 

quiet prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. All are welcome. 

Christmas at St Bede’s - Christmas cards,  calendars ,diaries and 
gifts will be on sale in the church porch every Wednesday and 
Saturday from 9th November. Shop early as when they’re gone 

they’re gone.  

Recycling: There are two containers at the back of St. Joseph's, 
one for crisp packets and one for pens/pencils/batteries. Is there 
any family or group who would like to help dispose of them from 
time to time? It would only be once every 2/3 weeks. . ..  Please let 

Kevin Haigh know. Thank you 

Fairtrade Christmas Cards - A selection of Fairtrade Christmas 
cards will be on display at St John Boste along with an order form 
for those wishing to place an order. The cards will be on display 
until the end of November, and you can pay for your cards upon 
delivery. Orders will be made each week and will be subject to 

availability. Thank you for your support. 

CAFOD Table Top Sale, 10th October- Thankyou everyone for 

your fantastic support, the amount raised was £160. 

Baptism preparation - We are in the process of introducing a 
structured programme to prepare families for the baptism of their 
children. For this to be successful we need more people involved. 
We have an excellent team who have done this in recent years 
who will help anyone who is new. If you are interested or have any 

questions please contact Tony Joy (07799 893419). 

St. Joseph's CAFOD's FAST DAY - collection so far is 

£520.00 plus gift aid. Thanks for all donations.   

Other News  

A Compass for Renewal in the Church - The Emmanuel Catholic 
Charismatic Community invite you for a time of sharing and prayer 
on Saturday 5 November 2022 with the Right Reverend Bishop 
David Oakley, Bishop of Northampton. The event is taking place at 
St Mary's Catholic School, Benton Park Road, Newcastle upon 
Tyne NE7 7PE. To book, please contact Pat Kennedy by 

email:  pat.kennedy42@icloud.com or tel: 0191 284 1690. 

St Bede’s (church and presbytery) had a visit from the local Fire 
Prevention Team last Monday.  There were no problems, other 
than that we need to conduct a ‘Fire Practice’ – ie how to get out in 
a hurry – at each of our Churches.  Now that’ll be fun.   The team 
also said that the Service is happy to provide and install –FREE– 
Smoke/Heat alarms for private homes.  So, if you are interested, 
please contact the Fire Service and you can make arrangements 

with them – 0191 444 1850.   Hope this helps.      Jim O’Keefe  

Evangelisation - The Joy of the Gospel. “I dream of a ‘missionary 
option’, that is, a missionary impulse capable of transforming 
everything, so that the Church’s customs, ways of doing things, 
times and schedules, language and structures can be suitably 
channelled for the evangelization of today’s world rather than for 
her self-preservation.” For Pope Francis, evangelization begins by 
sharing the basic message of the Gospel. Read more by clicking 

here. 

Vacancies - The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the 

following vacancies: 

Safeguarding Administrator, Department for Safeguarding, 
Newcastle full-time permanent. Closing date for applications: 9 
November 
Parish Secretary, St Joseph, Stanley – part-time (24 hours), 
permanent. Closing date for applications: 11 November 
Please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full details or contact us 
0191 243 3301 

 

Masses are live-streamed daily at 10am everyday, except 
Monday when Mass is live-streamed at 7pm 

Please click the link https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw to 
view  from one of our Churches.  

In addition, we live-stream Mass from St Joseph’s, Birtley on:   
Tuesday at 6.45pm; Thursday at 12 Noon; Saturday at 5pm. 

To access live streaming from St Joseph’s Birtley, please click the 

link https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley. 

mailto:pat.kennedy42@icloud.com
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2019/07/evangelii-gaudium-EN.pdf
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2019/07/evangelii-gaudium-EN.pdf
http://www.diocesehn.org.uk
https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley
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Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2023 - Can you help the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
next year? We need nurses, healthcare assistants, doctors and volunteers to provide care to 
the assisted pilgrims who travel with us. Previous helpers have found it is a rewarding and 
spiritually uplifting week. We plan to travel on Friday 28th July. If you would like to find out 

more information please email or look at our website by clicking here or email here. 

Pilgrimage to Lisieux, Nevers and Lourdes - Led by Fr Marc Lyden-Smith. 25th July - 
4th August 2023. Leaving from St Mary Magdalen's Church, Seaham by Luxury Coach. Two 
nights in Lisieux, one night in Nevers and 6 nights in Lourdes, joining the diocesan 
pilgrimage. One night in Le Mans on the way home. Full Board and Accommodation. Cost 

1,000 pounds. For a booking form please email: st.michaels@sky.com 

Prayer Vigil at Derwentside Immigration Removal Centre (DIRC) We continue to hold 
monthly prayer vigils outside the barrier to Derwentside Immigration Removal Centre. The 
purpose is to pray for the women who are detained there, to stand in solidarity with them and 
to witness by our presence that their detention is inhumane, unjust and incompatible with our 
faith which calls us to recognise the unique dignity of each person. All are welcome to come 
along to a short prayer service which incorporates a time of silence. The postcode for the 
Centre on Corbridge Road, Medomsley is DH8 6QY. If you are unable to join in person, 
please join in prayer from home at 3.00pm. Future dates planned are Sundays 6 
November and 4 December. Visit the Justice and Peace webpage where you will find 
more details, including an online version of the prayer vigil (view here), or email Liz 

Archibald: lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com. 

Training for New Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion - Dates: Wednesday 
2nd November, Saturday 5th November. Time: Wednesday 2nd - 7.00pm - 9.00pm, Saturday 
5th - 10.00 am - 4.00pm (Arrivals, registration and refreshments 10.00-10.30am). Venue: St 
Joseph's, Sunderland, SR4 6PH. Cost: £15.00. Refreshments: Tea/coffee provided but 
please bring along your own packed lunch on Saturday 5th November. To book please 

contact Audrey on 0191-4163583. 

Little Sisters of the Poor Appeal - Volunteers Wanted The Little Sisters of the Poor are 
looking for volunteers to help throughout the Home (e.g. helping with residents’ activities, 
administration duties, fundraising and other various duties). If you are interested and would 
like to help, please contact Sister Evelyn or Mother Deirdre at St Joseph’s Home on 0191 273 
1279 for further details. Fundraising - David and Theresa O'Neill ask you to support their 
fundraising for the Sisters through their collections of stamps, foreign currency, old or broken 
gold & silver & military medals. To date they have raised over £15,500 by these means. If you 
can help, contact them at: David & Theresa O'Neill, 34 Morston Drive, Newcastle upon 

Tyne NE15 7RZ Tel: 0191 264 5771 Email: david-oneill3@sky.com  
The Diocesan Environmental Group has published “Small Things”, a helpful online guide of 
things we can do to save energy and money, whilst reducing the impact on Our Common 
Home. We are living in a time of crises – climate crisis, cost of living crisis and energy crisis 
among others.  The consequences of these crises are truly terrifying for many people, some 
of whom may wonder how they will cope.  In Laudato Si’ Pope Francis calls on us to reduce 
our consumption and to live simpler lives. To help with this, Diocesan Environmental Lead 
and Chartered Building Surveyor, Minnie Fraser, has put together some small ways in which 
we can save energy, save money and reduce our environmental impact. Read the 'Small 

Things' Guide here. 

Catholic Social Teaching- Catholic Social Teaching have their own monthly newsletter 
bringing a variety of information from its members of how CST has helped them and 
examples of CST in action around the Diocese. You can read or download the latest issue 

(October 2022) now. 

Diocesan Courses and Events - Dates have been announced for Liturgy courses for 
formation and Days of Reflection in the Autumn. The following courses are available: 
Saturday 12 November 2022 – Study Day for Children’s Liturgy of the Word. Booking 
Deadline: Tuesday 8 November (or when full). The day will take place on Saturday 12 
November from 10.00am – 3.30pm at St Joseph’s, Gateshead. Attendees are required to 
have endorsement from their parish priest. Your parish will be invoiced directly. Please 
ensure you have checked eligibility to attend this event with your parish office prior to 
booking. You may offer a donation by arrangement with your parish. Please bring a packed 
lunch with you. All enquiries should be made via your parish office or 
email: adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk. 
Saturday 26 November 2022 – Day of Reflection for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion. View here. 

Reflections  

Diocesan Weekly reflections can be 

found by clicking here.  

Examen - Please follow the links to 
go to Pray as You Go: Saturday Examen   
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Prayers - If you would like to request 
prayers from the parish community for 
someone who is sick, or recently 
deceased, please click on the links below 
and complete the necessary forms. This 
will enable their names to be included in 

private prayer and during various Masses.  

For Prayers for the Sick   

For Prayers for the Deceased  

or ring 0191 4163583   

Finance - Standing Order forms and 
Gift Aid forms are available by clicking on 

the following links:  

For St John XXIII        For St Joseph’s  

or ring 0191 4163583.  

Sick and Recently 

Deceased - To view the sick and 

recently deceased list please click here.   

Parish Newsletter If you have 

any comments you wish to make about the 

Parish Newsletter, please click here. 

For the latest information, 

please go to any of the following 

Websites: 

Parish of St John XXIII  

Parish of St Joseph’s   

Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle  

All the Links you will ever 

need! 

Please click here or Scan the 

QR Code with your mobile 

phone to go to a site containing 

All the Links You’ll Ever Need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To post a notice on this 
Newsletter, please click here 

https://diocesehn.org.uk/services/lourdes-pilgrimage/
mailto:lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk
mailto:st.michaels@sky.com
https://diocesehn.org.uk/services/caritas/justice-peace/
https://youtu.be/-jmKpVXbm1Q
mailto:lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com
mailto:david-oneill3@sky.com
https://diocesehn.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3876d1eea6cea3c64a6f6b7cf&id=cc72e5a0dc&e=2f220f0977
https://diocesehn.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3876d1eea6cea3c64a6f6b7cf&id=cc72e5a0dc&e=2f220f0977
https://diocesehn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/CSTNewsletterOct2022.pdf
mailto:adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk
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https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/
https://pray-as-you-go.org/player/2022-10-29
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