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 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 17 - 18 September 2022, Year C 
Saturday  

17 September 

St Robert Bellarmine  

St Joseph 5pm Bill Greenwood 

St Bede 5pm Margot Daykin (Recently Deceased) 

Sunday  

18 September 

St John Boste 9.30am Keith & Clem Shannon 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Linda Harrigan 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Bernard & Clare Simons 

Parishes of St John XXIII & St Joseph, Birtley 
Incorporating: Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington;  

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw; St Bede, Usworth;  

St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph, Birtley 

Administrator: Audrey Huntley 0191 4163583  sj23office01@gmail.com  

In the Partnership of Benedict  

 "No servant can serve two masters" 

This Sunday's Gospel (Luke 16: 1-13) can be a little confusing to our modern minds as things were very different 2,000 years ago in 
ancient Israel. If we think of the "Parable of the Talents",  (Matthew 25: 14-30) we gain a clearer insight as to why the rich man in our 
Gospel reading is upset with his steward, and what is probably meant by 'squandering'. That is, the rich man's steward had not been 
investing his master's money wisely. At any rate, the steward is being sacked from his post by his rich employer and is told to prepare a 

financial account of his master's affairs before he leaves his post. 

The steward thinks on his feet and in an attempt to ensure favour for himself among the rich man’s debtors he reduces what they owe to 
his master by 'cooking the books'. In this way he hopes that they will help him when he leaves his post. His rich master discovers what he 

was up to, but instead of scolding him he admires him.  

The rich man realised his servant is taking the long perspective in hope of securing his long term future, rather than trying to simply steal 
money for his immediate needs. The steward had realised that friendship is more important than money, even if he has to gain this 

friendship in a dishonest manner. 

"For the children of this world are more prudent in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light." (Luke 16:8) 
In other words, Jesus is telling us we should always try to be friends and not enemies with the rich and powerful. Because one day we 

may need their help in  spreading the news of God's saving grace and  building the kingdom of God on earth. 

Jesus goes on to warn us, the idol of the godless is money. And although we must use it, we should not allow our dealings with it to blind 
us to the reality that for us money is a means to an end, not an idol. And if we can deal with money in a trustworthy way, and not be led 

astray by it, we can be trusted with the affairs of God's kingdom on earth. 

Jesus rounds his discourse off by emphasising its central theme, one found throughout his ministry, "You cannot serve both God and 
mammon." (Luke 16:13) 
We must be careful we do not allow ourselves to be drawn away from serving God and receiving His love and hope by turning to idols, 

such as the worship of money and materialism.  We must always keep in mind, we have only one master.  

Fr Martin 

As we join the nation in mourning the death of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, 

we offer our sincere condolences to the King and the Royal Family at this 

saddest of times. 

May She Rest in Peace. 

God Save the King. 

Fr Jim O’Keefe                  0191 416 3805 

Fr Uchenna Odenigbo 0191 416 3583 

Fr Martin Wheaton         0737 736 7189 

Fr Vincent Waiga         0191 416 3583 

Deacon Frank O’Neill        0779 115 5845 

Deacon Peter Lavery  0730 505 9297 

Deacon Tony Joy          0779 989 3419  

mailto:sj23office01@gmail.com
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Mass Times & Intentions  -  Week Beginning Monday 19th September 2022 

Day Church Time Intention 

Monday 19th September 

St Theodore of Canterbury  
Our Lady Queen of Peace 7pm June Cox  

Tuesday 20th September 

Ss Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn & 

Paul Chŏng Ha-sang  

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Catherine Hambley  

St Joseph’s 7pm People of the Parish 

Wednesday 21st September 

St Matthew  
St Bede’s 10am 

The Priests and People of The 

Church in Nigeria  

St John Boste 7pm Cath & Ron Joy  

Thursday 22nd September 

 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am Alfie Cruddas  

St Joseph’s 12 noon Sick of the Parish 

Friday 23rd September 

St Pio of Pietrelcina  

St John Boste 10am Anne Cahil 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10.30am Gérard McCabe Requiem  

Saturday 24th September Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 10am Margaret Lucas  

St Joseph’s 5pm Bill Greenwood Our Lady of Walsingham  

Vigil Mass St Bede’s 5pm Margot Daykin (Recently Deceased) 

Sunday 25th September 

26th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time  

St John Boste 9.30am Anne Cahill  

Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am People of the Parish 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 11am Pauline & Alan Hall R.I.P.  

 

First Reading: Racketeering  

Amos 8:4-7  

Listen to this, you who trample on the needy and try to suppress the 
poor people of the country, you who say, “When will New Moon be 
over so that we can sell our corn, and Sabbath, so that we can 
market our wheat? Then by lowering the bushel, raising the shekel, 
by swindling and tampering with the scales, we can buy up the poor 
for money, and the needy for a pair of sandals, and get a price even 
for the sweepings of the wheat.” The Lord swears it by the pride of 
Jacob, “Never will I forget a single thing you have done.” 

Response to the Psalm: Praise the Lord, who raises the poor. 

Second Reading: Universal Salvation  

1 Timothy 2:1-8  

My advice is that, first of all, there should be prayers offered for 
everyone - petitions, intercessions and thanksgiving – and especially 
for kings and others in authority, so that we may be able to live 
religious and reverent lives in peace and quiet. To do this is right, 
and will please God our saviour: he wants everyone to be saved and 
reach full knowledge of the truth. For there is only one God, and 
there is only one mediator between God and mankind, himself a 
man, Christ Jesus, who sacrificed himself as a ransom for them all. 
He is the evidence of this, sent at the appointed time, and I have 
been named a herald and apostle of it and - I am telling the truth and 
no lie - a teacher of the faith and the truth to the pagans. In every 
place, then, I want the men to lift their hands up reverently in prayer, 
with no anger or argument. 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! Open our heart, O Lord, 
to accept the words of your son. Alleluia 
 

 

The Gospel: The Dishonest Steward  

Luke 16:1-13  

Jesus said to his disciples, “There was a rich man and he had a 
steward who was denounced to him for being wasteful with his 
property. He called for the man and said, ‘What is this I hear about 
you? Draw me up an account of your stewardship because you are 
not to be my steward any longer.’ Then the steward said to himself, 
‘Now that my master is taking the stewardship from me, what am I to 
do? Dig? I am not strong enough. Go begging? I should be too 
ashamed. Ah, I know what I will do to make sure that when I am 
dismissed from office there will be some to welcome me into their 
homes.’ Then he called his master’s debtors one by one. To the first 
he said, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ ‘One hundred 
measures of oil,’ was the reply. The steward said, ‘Here, take your 
bond; sit down straight away and write fifty.’ To another he said, 
‘And you, sir, how much do you owe?’ ‘One hundred measures of 
wheat,’ was the reply. The steward said, ‘Here, take your bond and 
write eighty.’ The master praised the dishonest steward for his 
astuteness. For the children of this world are more astute in dealing 
with their own kind than are the children of light. And so I tell you 
this: use money, tainted as it is, to win you friends, and thus make 
sure that when it fails you, they will welcome you into the tents of 
eternity. The man who can be trusted in little things can be trusted in 
great; the man who is dishonest in little things will be dishonest in 
great. If then you cannot be trusted with money, that tainted thing, 
who will trust you with genuine riches? And if you cannot be trusted 
with what is not yours, who will give you what is your very own? No 
servant can be the slave of two masters: he will either hate the first 
and love the second, or treat the first with respect and the second 
with scorn. You cannot be the slave both of God and of money.” 

 

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0JZQb4YxMN
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The Dishonest Steward 
This parable can be deeply disquieting if we take it as an allegory, 
that is, if every element in the story is meant (as in Matthew’s 
Parable of the Wheat and the Tares) to have an equivalent in 
reality. We can’t have God praising the steward for his frauds! No, 
the point of the story is simply the steward’s energy and 
inventiveness, his shrewdness as a ‘child of this age’. A lot more 
thought often goes into how to make money than into how to spend 
it to the best advantage of others! The danger and encumbrance of 
wealth is such that skill and imagination is needed in using it to live 
justly here on earth and to prepare ourselves for life in heaven. The 
full brilliance of the story is even more subtle: Jews were forbidden 
to lend to Jews at interest. The steward cuts off the interest from 
the bills of his master’s debtors, for oil was commonly lent at 100% 
interest, and wheat at 25%. It was easy to return olive oil 
adulterated with cheap sesame oil, but if I scatter handfuls of chaff 
in the grain I give you back, you will spot it immediately. So the 
steward makes his master obey the Law! The sayings added at the 
end hit the nail on the head: no slave can serve two masters, God 
and money. 
Is there anything in your life which prevents you from fully serving 
God? 

Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB 
© Copyright 2022 The Wednesday Word Trust 

Your Weekly Newsletter - Thank you for your feedback regarding 
the new format of our weekly newsletter. We are now carefully 
considering your views which may result in some slight tweaks to the 
format and presentation in the near future. If you have any further 

comments please click here. Thank you once again. 

The Clergy and Communication Team of St John XXIII and St Joseph’s, 

Birtley. 

Special Collection – Today – Home Mission Sunday 

Pope Francis often uses the phrase ‘missionary disciples’ to 
describe those who are baptised. He wants to see every Catholic 
become more aware of their responsibility to spread the Joy of the 
Gospel in their own area. It is an opportunity to inspire us all to 
share the Good News we have received. This year you are invited 
Rejoice. This joyful invitation comes from two of the three people 
mentioned in the Gospel of the day. Through this short phrase, we 
are invited to experience the joy of finding something, or someone 
that had been lost. How wonderful it would be if Catholic parishes 
responded to this invitation by celebrating with the people who 
have encountered Christ and come home to their parish community 
this Home Mission Sunday. Every party or celebration is someone 
saying to those around them ‘rejoice with me’, whether a birthday, 
anniversary or thanksgiving. If you have had even one person 
encounter Christ and come home, through the RCIA programme or 
encounter Christ through a programme like Alpha or Called and 
gifted, how could your parish celebrate and share this joy with 
others? Home Mission Sunday is our opportunity to motivate our 
community to share their faith with others and invite them to seek 
Christ and come home. This collection helps the Bishops’ 
Conference prepare resources to help parishes become involved in 
welcoming people back into active worship; to encourage 

‘Journeys in Faith’, Alpha and RCIA and to explore ways in which 

local parishes can make a difference in the world they live in. 

Update from Justice & Peace Refugee Project - As inflation 
figures hit record highs and almost everyone is feeling the pinch, we are 
aware that contributions to the Justice and Peace Refugee Project are 
under pressure too. That’s why the government’s Gift Aid scheme is 
something that we would urge any taxpayer donating money to the project 
to consider. For those who are eligible it means that, for every pound 
donated, the Project can claim another 25p. This quickly mounts up and 
can make a huge difference over the year. The process is very 
straightforward - a Gift Aid Declaration form is available here or you can 
request one from marjory.knowles@gmail.com or 07929 343418. 

Red Box Collection - St Joseph’s Birtley - The latest Missio 
Magazines are at the back of church for people to take and read.  

What’s On in the Parish 

Adoration of the  Blessed Sacrament - Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Church will be open on  Friday  afternoons, 2 pm to 3 pm for 

quiet prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. All are welcome. 

RCIA - Journey in Faith - Sycamore Programme, 2022/23.  
A friendly, informal course about our Catholic faith and its 
relevance for life today, giving time and space to meet people, 
share ideas and explore beliefs.  

For further information please contact 
Audrey: sj23office01@gmail.com Tel. 0191 4163583. To register 
please click here. 

Baptism preparation 
We are in the process of introducing a structured programme to 
prepare families for the baptism of their children. For this to be 
successful we need more people involved. We have an excellent 
team who have done this in recent years who will help anyone who 
is new. If you are interested or have any questions please contact 
Tony Joy (07799 893419).  

Coffee morning on Saturday 24th September at Our Blessed Lady 
Immaculate is in aid of Macmillan. Everyone welcome. Please 
come and enjoy some friendship whilst supporting a good cause. 
On Saturday 8th October the coffee morning at Our Blessed Lady 
Immaculate will be in aid of Cafod. Everyone very welcome. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning: St Joseph's Parish Centre, Birtley, 
Sunday, 25th September 2022, 10.00am-12 noon Come along with 
your family & friends for raffle, refreshments, cake and a chat. 
Cake donations gratefully received. All proceeds to Macmillan 
Cancer Support.  
St Bede’s Toddler Group - Due to the funeral of Her Majesty the 
Queen the toddler group will not open until 26th September. There 
are places available and anyone wishing to bring their child will 
need to book. Please contact Joan Formosa on 07504579591 to 
reserve a place. The sessions begin at 9.30 until 11.15. Do come 
along and join in the fun. 

Other News 
FIXING OUR FOOD SYSTEM  Please come and take part in a CAFOD 
workshop to learn how we can help to fix our broken food system. 
Either to - 
St Joseph’s parish hall, Birtley on Tuesday 20th September at 7.45pm 
Or to -St John Boste Church on Tuesday 27th September at 7pm  
 

Cafod need your help! As you will have seen on the news, Pakistan 
has been devastated by exceptionally heavy monsoon rains and flash 
flooding. Over 30 million people have been affected by the flood and 10 
million people made homeless. We have joined with the Disasters 
Emergency Committee (DEC) to launch an appeal, in response to this 
emergency. You can support these local experts who are already working 
alongside communities, helping those most in need, with immediate food 
and emergency medical assistance.  
To Donate please click here. 
Please also join me in keeping the people of Pakistan in your prayers.  

Masses are live-steamed daily at 10am everyday, except 
Monday when Mass is live-streamed at 7pm 

Please click the link https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw to 
view  from one of our Churches.  

In addition, we live-stream Mass from St Joseph’s, Birtley on:   
Tuesday at 6.45pm; Thursday at 12 Noon; Saturday at 5pm. 

To access live streaming from St Joseph’s Birtley, please click the 

link https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley. 

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/QCrsjDRKbn
https://diocesehn.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3876d1eea6cea3c64a6f6b7cf&id=4b20b1f75b&e=2f220f0977
mailto:marjory.knowles@gmail.com
mailto:sj23office01@gmail.com
https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/_OB-Ogkvbf
https://cafod.org.uk/News/Emergencies-news/Pakistan-floods-appeal?j=321281&jb=262&l=52_HTML&mid=500009474&sfmc_id=62727234&sfmc_sub=62727234&u=5401332&utm_campaign=R126230%20IG%20DEC%20Pakistan%20Flood%20Appeal%2020220102&utm_id=321281&utm_medium=email&utm
https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
https://www.churchservices.tv/birtley
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The Diocesan Church Music Association (DCMA) invite you to attend a short workshop 
led by Alison McLean (Director of Music at St Cuthbert’s, Durham) and Paul Berry (Director of 
Music at St Mary’s, Hexham) on Sunday 25th September, 3.00-5.00pm at St Cuthbert's 
Church, Durham, DH1 3HL. The workshop will explore new music for the communion 
procession. For more information about the workshop and to book your place, please click 
here. Advanced booking is essential, please book by Friday 16th September. Cost: £10.00, 
which includes a copy of the book ‘We come to your table’ (RRP £12.00). Tea and coffee 

provided.  

Catholic Social Teaching- Catholic Social Teaching have their own monthly newsletter 
bringing a variety of information from its members of how CST has helped them and 
examples of CST in action around the Diocese. You can read or download the latest issue 
(September 2022) now. 
Diocesan Courses and Events - New dates have been announced for Liturgy courses 
for formation and Days of Reflection in the Autumn. The following courses are available: 
Saturday 24 September 2022 – Day of Reflection for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion (an alternative date will be offered in October). View here. 
Wednesday 28 September 2022 – Refresher evening for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion (this day will take place in the north of the Diocese). View here. 
Monday 3 October 2022 – Formation for New Liturgical Leaders of Celebrations of the Word 
and Holy Communion. View here.  
Tuesday 4 October 2022 – Refresher evening for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion (this day will take place in the South of the Diocese). View here. 
Saturday 8 October 2022 – Day of Reflection for Readers of the Liturgy of the Word. View 
here.  
Saturday 15 October 2022 – Day of Reflection for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion. View here. 
You can find details of all Courses and Days of Reflection by clicking here. 
St Bernadette Relics Tour 

The relics will be visiting St Mary’s Cathedral in Newcastle on Saturday 1 October and 
Sunday 2 October. To visit the relics everyone is required to register and book a time slot in 
advance. Leaflets are available at all Masses this weekend and information is on the Parish 
websites and social media. Everyone will have the option of either booking their own 
preferred time slot or joining other parishioners to travel to the Cathedral by coach.  
If you wish to join the group from the Benedict Partnership visiting the Cathedral on Saturday 
1st October, you can book your place on the buses using the links below:  
Bus 1 (From Penshaw and Washington) is now sold out.  
Bus 2 (From Sacriston, Chester-le-Street and Birtley) 
If you do not have on-line access you can book by telephoning 07562 653 778, please state 
which bus you wish to book on and the church where you will board the bus. Please book as 
soon as possible as places are limited to 45 on each bus. Closing date for bookings is 

Thursday 29 September.  

Faith and Food – 22nd September 2022 - The Interreligious Relations team is pleased to 
announce details for its ‘Faith and Food’ event, which will take place on Thursday, 22 
September at 7pm. The venue is English Martyrs Parish Hall, 176, Stamfordham Road, 

Newcastle upon Tyne. NE5 3JR.There is no cost for this event. 

We are delighted to announce that we have guest speakers, representing the faiths of five of 
our major religions: Sikh, Hindu, Islamic, Jewish and Christian. 
Our speakers will each discuss the importance of faith and food in our lives, the nourishment 
we need for the spiritual and physical aspects of our lives. Each speaker will give a short talk 
lasting no more than 5 to 7 minutes. A café style discussion will take place afterwards. 
Vegetarian refreshments will be served. For further information, please 
email interreligious.relations@diocesehn.org.uk.   
The Season of Creation is the annual Christian celebration to listen and respond together to 
the cry of Creation: the ecumenical family around the world unites to pray and protect our 
common home. The unprecedented early release of Pope Francis’ message for the World 
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation can be viewed here. The Season began on 1 
September, the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, and ends on 4 October, the 
Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecology beloved by many Christian 
denominations. Learn more from this video.   Click here to read more on our website.  
 
 

Reflections  

Diocesan Weekly reflections can be 

found by clicking here.  

Examen - Please follow the links to go to 

Pray as You Go 

Saturday Examen    

25
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Prayers - If you would like to request 

prayers from the parish community for 
someone who is sick, or recently 
deceased, please click on the links below 
and complete the necessary forms. This 
will enable their names to be included in 

private prayer and during various Masses.  

For Prayers for the Sick   

For Prayers for the Deceased  

or ring 0191 4163583   

Finance - Standing Order forms and Gift 

Aid forms are available by clicking on the 

following links:  

For St John XXIII        For St Joseph’s  

or ring 0191 4163583.  

Sick and Recently Deceased - To 

view the sick and recently deceased list 

please click here.   

FOR THE LATEST 

INFORMATION PLEASE GO TO 

ANY OF THE FOLLOWING 

WEBSITES: 

Parish of St John XXIII  

Parish of St Joseph’s   

Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle  

All the Links you will ever need! 

Please click here or Scan the 

QR Code with your mobile 

phone to go to a site 

containing All the Links 

You’ll Ever Need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To post a notice on this 
Newsletter, please click here 

https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/music-for-communion/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/music-for-communion/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/CSTNewsletterSept2022.pdf
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/day-of-reflection-for-extraordinary-ministers-of-holy-communion/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/refresher-evening-for-extraordinary-ministers-of-holy-communion-north/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/formation-for-new-liturgical-leaders-of-celebrations-of-the-word-and-holy-communion/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/refresher-evening-for-extraordinary-ministers-of-holy-communion-south/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/day-of-reflection-for-readers-of-the-liturgy-of-the-word/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/day-of-reflection-for-readers-of-the-liturgy-of-the-word/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/day-of-reflection-for-extraordinary-ministers-of-holy-communion-2/
https://diocesehn.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3876d1eea6cea3c64a6f6b7cf&id=a6354da8c1&e=2f220f0977
https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/M93_zEFaRX
mailto:interreligious.relations@diocesehn.org.uk
https://diocesehn.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3876d1eea6cea3c64a6f6b7cf&id=6b9b46c5be&e=2f220f0977
https://diocesehn.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3876d1eea6cea3c64a6f6b7cf&id=547ba1332e&e=2f220f0977
https://diocesehn.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3876d1eea6cea3c64a6f6b7cf&id=d759df7b47&e=2f220f0977
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/
https://pray-as-you-go.org/player/2022-09-17
https://pray-as-you-go.org/player/2022-09-18
https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/afyRYBHHR8
https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/QEabOaHslS
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nLt97ZhfuydGN9VFmTH9G2nRL3SmwR_o/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xt5s8cqeGbeM7qQPUfnz-vkeyJzmPOTg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JaeNafzQdTMJp2186i92f36ho4mqaA3n/view?usp=sharing
https://www.washingtoncatholic.org.uk/
http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d6X-d5ymsrFS4neMdcFgf01caiql7M6S/view?usp=sharing
mailto:stjohn23bulletin@gmail.com
mailto:stjohn23bulletin@gmail.com

